
 
 
Parents and Guardians, 
  
Many of you have seen various news stories over the past week regarding the article in Texas 
Monthly Are Texas Kids Failing? Or Are the Tests Rigged?  If you have not had an opportunity to 
read that article, I am asking that you do so at your leisure.  I feel it is extremely important for parents 
to be on the same page as their child’s school, especially in the area of assessment. 
  
At River Road ISD, our teachers are trained to teach the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
(TEKS) to all students in grades Kindergarten through Twelve.  I can assure you; our teachers are 
trained to teach these skills to their fullest.  We expect students to be assessed periodically on how 
well they have learned these skills.  Teachers and Principals truly want to know how teachers are 
doing and whether students are prepared for the next level. 
  
The state of Texas also wants to hold school districts accountable for making sure that students are 
being taught the state’s curriculum.  The State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness, or 
STAAR tests, are one of the tools the state uses to determine whether students are prepared for the 
next level.  It is extremely important the assessment tool matches the curriculum being taught 
otherwise data is flawed, and decisions are impacted negatively. 
  
Recently, the article above shed light on how the STAAR test is a flawed instrument.  I encourage all 
parents to take the time to review the attached document and understand that River Road wants 
accountability and assessments that help us do our jobs better and prepares our students for the 
Right Road!  What we don’t want or need are testing instruments forced on your children that are not 
even aligned to the level of learning they are being taught. 
  
If you feel a need to make your voice heard to our local legislators, please don’t hesitate to contact 
the following individuals: 
  
District 87 Representative – Four Price – four.price@house.texas.gov 
District 86 Representative – John Smithee – john.smithee@house.texas.gov 
District 88 Representative – Ken King – ken.king@house.texas.gov 
District 31 Senator – Kel Seliger – kel.seliger@senate.texas.gov 
  
Respectfully, 
  
 Richard Kelley, Superintendent 
River Road ISD 
@richardvkelley 
#wildcat4life 

 
  

“The Right Road for the Right Reason” 
  
  
 


