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November 22, 2013 
 
 
 
 
Dear Justice Parents and Community Members,  
 

On November 6th, 2013, the Oklahoma State Department of Education released the results of 
the second annual A-F School Grading system report card. The A-F School Grading system was 
designed to show how students within a school are meeting or advancing toward grade-level academic 
standards in a traditional A-F format that anyone can understand.  However, in order to understand 
changes in the grading system from last year in order to accurately interpret the grade, it is important to 
have a clear idea of what it is — and isn’t — intended to measure.  
 
 
The A-F Report Card is:  

• An indicator of the percentage of students, regardless of background, within a school who are 
currently meeting or exceeding grade-level academic standards.  

• An indicator of the percentage of students (particularly the lower performing students) who 
are at least making significant progress toward meeting grade-level academic standards.  

• An indicator of whether schools are exceeding expectations in terms of school attendance, 
high school graduation, etc. (via the awarding of bonus points). 

• A measure of how students at a particular school are doing, but not necessarily why.  
 
 
The A-F Report Card is NOT:  

• A measure of the “school” or “teacher” effect on student learning.  
• A statement about a school’s overall quality of services provided.  

 
 

As reported by the Oklahoma State Department of Education, substantial changes to state law 
have made this year’s report card very different from the one released in 2012.  The following chart 
will provide a side-by-side comparison between annual grading systems. 
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Oklahoma A-F School Grading System Report Card Differences: 
 
 2012 Report Card 2013 Report Card 
1. 33% of the grade was calculated from the 

Student Performance on one specific testing 
category. 

50% of the grade was calculated from the 
Student Performance on one specific testing 
category (your child’s performance on their 
grade level specific tests are one-half of the 
grade—an increase of 17% to the grade 
weight). 

2. 17% of the grade was calculated from the 
Overall Student Growth in each specific testing 
category. 

25% of the grade was calculated from the 
Overall Student Growth in each specific testing 
category (your child’s improvement from their 
test score on last year’s test in his/her previous 
grade are calculated as one-fourth of the 
grade—an increase of 8% to the grade 
weight). 

3. 17% of the grade was calculated from the 
Student Growth for the Students scoring in the 
Bottom 25% in each specific testing category. 

25% of the grade was calculated from the 
Student Growth for the Students scoring in the 
Bottom 25% in each specific testing category 
(the improvement to the score of only the 
bottom 25% of the students from their test score 
on last year’s test in their previous grade are 
calculated as one-fourth of the grade—an 
increase of 8% to the grade weight). 

4. 33% of the grade was calculated from the 
Whole School Performance on specific areas 
that directly impact student performance on 
testing such as attendance, dropout rates, 
advanced coursework, school climate, and 
parent involvement. 

Bonus Categories: Depending on a school’s 
percentages, bonus points may be awarded in 
each of the following categories: 

a. 6 Bonus Points may be awarded for the 
highest level of attendance; 

b. 2 Bonus Points may be awarded for 
having no dropouts; 

c. 2 Bonus Points may be awarded for 
offering advanced coursework. 

(This results in a 23% decrease to our current 
grade from 2012). 

5. The 2012 Grade Card CANNOT be compared 
to any API Reports that judged how students 
and schools performed from 2002-2011. 

The 2013 Grade Card CANNOT be compared 
to the 2012 Grade Card because there has been 
yet another change in how students and schools 
are judged. 

 
 
 

As YOUR School Superintendent, I can assure that we prepare and work diligently to provide 
an “A” quality level of education to OUR children.  Do I agree with the 2013 grade of “F” our school 
received?  NO, I most definitely do not!  Do I believe that the score on any single test defines who 
OUR students are and what they stand for?  NO, I most adamantly do not!  Will we use the results of 
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student testing data, as well as other collected assessment data to determine strengths and weaknesses 
for every child in order to go to whatever level necessary to help every one of OUR children grow and 
develop?  YES, we always have and we always will!  Our school has not wavered in our dedication to 
the investment of OUR greatest resource, the education of OUR children. 
 

We welcome and encourage all constructive and positive conversation between educators and 
parents.  In order to help OUR students achieve their full potential, we need and appreciate YOUR 
continued parental and community support.  If there are any comments, questions or concerns, let me 
know. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Chris Bryan 
  


