
       McAlester Public Schools  
    COVID-19 Guidelines for Students  

 
McAlester Public Schools will follow the Pittsburg County Health Department and Oklahoma State 
Department of Health (OSDH) Guidelines and Return to Learn Oklahoma Framework provided by the 
Oklahoma State Department of Education in planning for reopening in the fall. We hope the following 
information helps answer many of the questions you may have about our reopening.  
 
Our goal will be to provide the safest possible experience which will include a rich educational 
experience, with opportunities for social interaction and extracurricular activities while adhering to 
guidelines provided by the Oklahoma State Department of Health.  
 
When is the first day of school for students?  
School will begin on Wednesday, August 12, 2020, as planned. This date may be changed by guidance of 
the Oklahoma State Department of Education, Health Officials or directive of the McAlester Board of 
Education.  
 
Parents, we are asking for your help.  Please check your child at home. 
To maintain a safe environment for everyone, we are asking for your help in monitoring your child at 
home before coming to school.  Checklist will be sent out.  Answering “Yes” to any of the questions 
means a student  should remain off-site and take a sick day.    

1. _______ Does your child  have a temperature of 100.4 degrees or more today? 
2. _______ Does your child have a persistent cough?  This is a dry cough with nothing being coughed up. 
3. _______ Does your child have shortness of breath?  Is it hard for them to breath 
4. _______ Does your child have a sore throat? 
5. _______ Does your child have a loss of smell or taste? 

 
If your child has any of these symptoms, please keep them home for the day and consult your 
healthcare provider for further directions.  

If your child has any of the above symptoms and has been around anyone who has tested positive, 
please seek medical advice. 

How can we ensure the safety of your child? 
We are taking all the necessary precautions that we possibly can.  The students coming to school will be 
in a safe environment.  We are doing all that we can do.  
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Our current plan is to:  

1. Sanitize the schools on a regular basis with disinfectant. 
2. Check the temperature of all students and staff before entering the building. 
3. Encourage students to wash hands regularly. 
4. Provide each teacher with hand sanitizer for the students to use before entering the classroom. 
5. Provide each teacher with disinfectant to wipe down desks and high traffic areas after each class. 
6. Seat students as far apart as possible or use some type of partition to separate the kids. There will 

be mandatory seating charts for every class. Each teacher will work to minimize close contact and 
seek to keep students apart as much as we can and still make school as regular as possible. 

7. Regulate: 
a. Hall passing 
b. Recess 
c. Cafeteria 
d. Class dismissal 

 
DAILY TEMPERATURE CHECKS - Each morning personnel will be out front checking the students 
temperature as they are being dropped off.  Students who have a temperature on OUR THERMOMETER 
of 100.4 or greater will not be allowed to enter the school. The student will get back into the car with the 
parent at this time.  
 
STAMP - We are planning to use a hand stamp after the initial temperature check.  As a student is getting 
out of the car, an employee will check the temperature of the student.  If the student has a temperature of 
less than 100.4, a stamp will be placed on the student.  Students must have a stamp to enter the building. 
Students will be encouraged to wash off the stamp throughout the day which will result in more 
handwashing. 
 
RESPONSE TO POSSIBLE SYMPTOMS - While many children will present with fever initially, 
many will not. Other symptoms that may develop initially include the following: chills, cough, headache, 
loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion, runny nose, nausea, vomiting and diarrhea. Any of these are 
cause for keeping a child home.  
 
HYGIENE - Handwashing is one of the best means of protection against infection. Students will be 
reminded to wash their hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after blowing 
their noses, coughing, or sneezing; going to the bathroom; and before eating. They will also have access 
to an alcohol-based hand sanitizer throughout the school building when hand-washing opportunities are 
not readily available.  
 
SOCIAL DISTANCING - While it will be difficult to maintain distance between the students at school, 
each site will be devising plans to provide for this precaution in the common areas, such as hallways, 
classrooms, cafeterias, and gyms.  
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FACE COVERINGS - Evidence continues to mount on the role and importance of face coverings in 
interrupting the spread of COVID-19. The latest indication is that the use of face coverings protects both 
the wearers and those with whom they come in contact.  Masks will be provided to every MPS employee.  
 
Who will be required to wear face coverings/masks?  
Everyone on campus.  For the safety of our students and staff we will be requiring a mask to be worn on 
campus.  Any parent or visitor will be required to wear a mask upon entering the building.  
 
Do we need to provide masks for our students or will one be provided?  
The district will not be able to provide masks to the students.  Parents are expected to provide a mask for 
their student(s).  Masks with logos and advertisements will need to follow school dress code policy.  
 
Will bus transportation be provided?  
Yes, the district will provide bus transportation for students who need it. Every student will have their 
temperature checked before boarding the bus.  Any student with a temperature of 100.4 or greater will not 
be allowed to enter the bus.   Based on current OSDH guidance, everyone will be required to wear face 
coverings when riding the bus.  MPS will provide an initial mask but will not be able to provide a new 
mask everyday. We are not planning to make changes to bus schedules or bus stops.  Students will also be 
required to have assigned seats on the bus.  The seating chart is mandatory for student contact tracing in 
the event of a positive COVID-19 test. 
 
Will a student who has a temperature of 100.4 or greater be allowed on the bus? 
No.  The bus driver will radio the school and parents will be notified.  We are hopeful that parents will 
check their child before sending them to the bus.  We are also encouraging parents to transport students to 
school themselves. 
 
How normal will the school day be for a student?  
Our goal is for your student(s) to have as normal of a school day as possible while we also provide as 
much safety as possible. When students arrive at school, either by bus or parent, they will have a 
temperature screening before leaving their bus/vehicle. Upon completing the screening, students will 
proceed to their designated area. Students will be screened daily.  
 
Will parents be allowed into the school? 
Yes, but only by appointment and following this procedure:  

● The person entering the building must wear a  mask. 
● The temperature of the person wishing to enter will be taken. 
● Hand sanitizer is mandatory. 
● Please follow the social distancing guidelines. 

 
Will students at MPS still have extra classes like athletics, art, music, guidance and library?  
Yes, students will continue to participate in activity classes, check out library books, and receive guidance 
and gifted and talented instruction. In some cases, the teacher may present their lesson in the student's 
classroom to reduce the amount of cleaning possible. In others situations, such as PE, students may have 
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an assigned area in the gym with specific materials assigned to their classroom. Sporting events will be 
held according to OSSAA and OSDH recommendations.  
 
Will social distancing guidelines be observed?  
Social distancing will be observed as much as possible but at times students will be closer than the 
recommended 6 ft. apart. When social distancing requirements cannot be maintained such as class passing 
time, etc., students will be encouraged to adhere to safety guidelines. We will redesign classrooms as 
much as possible and cafeteria spaces to increase the space between students but cannot always guarantee 
it will be 6 ft.  
 
Will classrooms be arranged differently to protect students and teachers?  
Yes, classrooms will be arranged to provide more space between students. That may mean all desks are 
arranged in rows facing in a single direction. It might result in reading areas with bean bags, couches or 
comfy chairs being removed. It could include dividers between students who are seated at a table. We will 
make every effort to provide distance but not limit students’ ability to interact and communicate with 
others in their classroom. Additionally, supplies and materials will not be shared by students. Students 
will be allowed and are encouraged to bring their school issued laptop, tablet, phone, or other personal 
device available to them for virtual learning. 
 
Will students attend school every day or will we have some type of alternative schedule?  
If you choose the traditional learning method, at this point and time we will attend every day.  Please 
remember that during these uncertain times, plans can change. However, for right now, we plan for 
students to attend school daily following a very similar schedule to the traditional school day.  
 
What will happen if an individual tests positive for COVID-19?  
We will ask for documentation to verify the report.  We will be in direct contact with the Pittsburg County 
Health Department and our school nurse.  

● The student will be quarantined for 14 days.  
● The student will then be required to participate in Distance Learning for each class. 

 
When can a student who is positive return to class? 
The PCHD or the school nurse will set the date for the return of the student.  The student will not be 
allowed to return until the 14 days are completed even if they have a negative test result.  The 14 days 
stand until cleared by the PCHD or the school nurse.  
 
What about the other students: 
Any student who is or was in close proximity (6 feet or more) for more than 15 minutes with the person 
who has tested positive will be considered at risk. In the event this occurs:  

● Those students who are in close proximity to an infected student will be called to the office and 
required to wear a mask. (Seating charts for every classroom are mandatory.)  

● Parents will be contacted to inform them that a person in the classroom has tested positive and 
that their student needs to be sent home.  

● If the student is at home, the school will contact them to stay home.  
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● The Pittsburg County Health Department and/or our school nurse will be contacted to begin the 
contact tracing.  The PCHD or school nurse will be contacting the student / parent.  

● The district will follow the directive of the Pittsburg County Health Department or the school 
nurse.  

 
What about the students who were not in close proximity to the positive person? 

● Parents will be notified. 
● Students will be closely monitored. 
● Students will be required to wear a mask.  

 
Will the name of the student or person who test positive be released? 
NO. HIPAA mandates the confidentiality of all people.  We will be able to release a general statement 
letting parents and staff know that a student or staff member has tested positive.  
 
What are my options, if I do not want my child to return to the traditional classroom?  
MPS will offer virtual education to all students.  Virtual Education is a computer-based program that the 
student must follow. A student who is enrolled in the virtual program will have a teacher / contact from 
MPS who will provide assistance when needed.  A student receives credit for the class upon completion 
of all of the requirements assigned by the program.  We will be using Edgenuity for our virtual program.  
 
If students choose to do full-time virtual, will they be able to participate in extracurricular 
activities? Yes, students participating in full-time virtual learning will be able to participate in 
extracurricular activities but will have to adhere to OSSAA guidelines.  This means that the student will 
have to attend a minimum of 1 hour a day on-campus.  If a student is wanting to participate in a 
competitive activity such as athletics or band, they will be required to attend the practices associated with 
these activities.  
 
How is a student who is enrolled in a virtual class considered eligible for participation? 
Students in virtual learning will need to be self-motivated and driven to keep up.  The students in 
extracurricular activities will have to be “on pace” every week according to the program pacing guide. 
Any student who is NOT on pace will be considered ineligible. 
 
Is virtual school what my child did last spring during the shutdown? 
No, that was Distance Learning. Virtual learning is student-centered allowing students to complete the 
assignments at their own pace within a given time frame, such as semester or year. Distance Learning is 
teacher-centered, written by an MPS staff member and delivered via Google Classroom or Seesaw.  
 
What is Distance Learning? 
Distance Learning is a teacher driven curriculum that is used while a student is at home due to illness or 
quarantine.  During periods of distance learning, student attendance will be calculated based on 
completion of assignments. These assignments will be calculated in the students’ final grade. In the event 
we have a long term shut down, students will be using distance learning to complete assignments.  
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How old does my child have to be to do virtual learning.  
We are offering our virtual learning for Kindergarten - 12th grade.  
 
 
 
Can a student switch from virtual to traditional class? 
Yes, but there will only be 1 switch allowed per school year.  Due to the nature of curriculum planning, 
switches can only be made at the beginning of a grading period. No student will be allowed to switch after 
the end of the first nine weeks or after the third nine weeks of the second semester.  
  
How can I enroll my child?  
In person enrollment for grades K-12 is scheduled for July 22nd and 23rd in the Lucy Smith Center 
located on the campus of McAlester High School.  This will be for new people to the district, as well as 
those who struggle with the online enrollment.  Parents are encouraged to go online to enroll their child at 
https://www.mcalester.k12.ok.us.  On our website under the Families/Students tab, we have provided 
video tutorials showing you how to enroll online.  You will need a PowerSchool username and password 
to be able to finish the process. There will be additional information and paperwork that will need to be 
done in person and turned in during the District’s Open House on August 11th from 4:00-7:00pm. 
  
How do I enroll into Virtual Classes? 
Please go to our website at https://www.mcalester.k12.ok.us. Hover over the Campuses tab on the top of 
the page. Scroll down and click on the “Virtual” campus page.  
 
Attendance, I keep my child home when they have symptoms or they are quarantined.  Are they 
going to be Chronically Absent and have a truancy fine? 
Students who are in the traditional setting will be counted Present Distance (PD) if: 

1. A student logs into the Google Classroom for EACH teacher. 
2. Watch the video or Google meet assignment. 
3. Complete assigned work. 
4. Must be done on EACH day of the students absence. 
5. Students are making progress. 

 
If a student is quarantined for 14 days, can a student log on and complete all the work in one day? 
Yes, probably but they will not be counted present for all days.  They will be counted present for the day 
they logged in and completed the work.  To be counted present for every day the student will have to log 
in and complete the work everyday.  
 
My child is in Special Education, will they be allowed to do virtual learning? 
Yes. The Special Education Department along with the Special Education teacher and the IEP team will 
meet to design a plan for each individual student based on their needs.  
 
 
 

6 

https://www.mcalester.k12.ok.us/241560_2
https://www.mcalester.k12.ok.us/241560_2


Will we have an open house?  
Yes, we will hold a modified open house for Pre-K through 8th grade.  This will be held on Tuesday, 
August 11th from 4:00-7:00 PM. We are asking that only the student and one parent/guardian attend this 
event.  Temperature checks will be done and masks are required for parents.  
 
Will students be able to participate in extracurricular activities and sports in the fall?  
Yes. MHS athletes returned to campus on June 2nd. We anticipate hosting sports activities in the fall with 
possible modifications as required by the OSSAA. All uniforms and practice equipment will be washed 
and sanitized after each use. At this time, we are still awaiting further guidance on both band and choir.  
 
Will my student eat lunch in their classroom?  
Possibly, based on current guidelines, the OSDH recommends limiting the capacity of students in the 
cafeteria. We anticipate this may either mean we will be required to adjust lunch schedules or use 
alternative areas, such as offering grab and go lunches for outside, and classes will be able to eat in the 
cafeteria each day.  We may have to employ a rotational basis where students one day may eat in the 
cafeteria and on the next day an alternative location.  We will have to adjust as we go forward. Students 
will not be allowed to pick up utensils, self-serve, or share food.  
 
Will my student be drinking from water fountains? 
We are in the process of installing water bottle refill stations at every school.  Parents are encouraged to 
send a water bottle with their students as water fountains will not be available. Additionally, water bottle 
filling stations will be available and sanitized frequently.  
 
What special precautions will be implemented in regard to cleaning and sanitizing?  
Sanitation and cleanliness will be a high priority for our district as we return in the fall. Students will be 
required to use hand sanitizer upon entering a classroom.  Students will have ample handwashing 
throughout the school day. We will be encouraging staff to frequently disinfect frequently touched 
surfaces (door knobs, light switches, etc.) on a continuous basis each day. 
 
What will happen if a student comes to school sick?  
If a student comes to school sick, the office will screen the student and check their temperature. If their 
temperature is over the OSDH guidance of 100.4 or they show other symptoms such as coughing or 
difficulty breathing, the student will be sent home and will need to be fever free for 24 hours without 
fever-reducing medication without medication before returning to school. The student will be isolated in a 
designated area until the parent or guardian gets there to pick them up. When the child returns to school, 
they will check in with the school office/monitor and be screened for a temperature before attending class 
or going in any public areas. The student will be given a note stating that they are no longer sick or 
showing symptoms associated with the COVID-19. 
 
 
 
 
How will you help fill any gaps my student has from the previous year?  
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Curriculum teams have worked to revise the curriculum so that missed essential standards will be 
addressed when students return. Additionally, students may be assessed to determine individual strengths 
and weaknesses. These assessments may determine if students need additional support.  
 
What happens if we have school closures again?  
If schools close again, a plan for at-home Distance Learning has been developed. We were able to learn a 
lot last spring and will be ready to offer all of our students a top education by Distance Learning. 
Teachers and students will utilize Google Classroom, Google Meet, and Seesaw to deliver virtual and 
online lessons. Students will learn how to use these learning systems by participating in lessons 
throughout the week while at school.  
 
What if we do not have Internet access at home? 
All MPS schools and facilities will be available at all times for free WIFI in the parking lot areas. 
Additionally, we are currently working on providing connectivity at specified bus stops around McAlester 
that will allow our students to access the Internet with their district-issued device.  
 
What if we do not have a device at home for my student?  
MPS is now a 1:1 district which means every student will have a device issued to them by the district. 
Checkout will occur at your child’s building site.  Many of our students will be using the devices on an 
hourly basis, but our younger students may use them on a “need” basis.  These devices will be the means 
to do all distancing learning. .  
 
Can my child use their cell phone to complete assignments?  
Although we recommend using your district issued device, it is possible to complete assignments on a 
cellular device. In order to do so, your child will need to download the following apps to the device: 
Google Classroom (Grades 2-12), Google Docs, Google Sheets, and/or Seesaw(Pre-K and K).  
 
Will our students have the same arrival and dismissal times?  
Yes, however, depending on guidance from OSDH, arrival and dismissal times may be varied, in order to 
increase social distancing and to decrease the number of students in the cafeteria and gym before school 
starts.  
 
In the event of a temporary school closure, how will the district serve special needs students 
(Special Education, 504, etc)?  
That the IEP team will be meeting to develop a plan for each student based on their needs that will be part 
of the IEP. The students will have access to the same material and the general education peers with 
modifications, accommodations, and additional instruction as needed.  
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