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Welcome to the 82nd Annual East Texas Yamboree!! 

WELCOME TO THE 82
ND

 ANNUAL EAST 

TEXAS YAMBOREE!!! 

By: Avery Turner Kiera Thompson and 

Eden Castor 

The event of the year in Gilmer, Texas; the 

82
nd
 annual East Texas Yamboree, was 

recently held this past month on October 16-

19. 

The East Texas Yamboree is a four-day 

event that is held the third week in October 

in the city of Gilmer that started in 1935. 

The event celebrates the sweet potatoes as a 

former cash crop that draws thousands of 

people from near and wide to enjoy the 

celebration of the coveted sweet potato. 

During the Yamboree, the townspeople 

conduct a Yam ball in which they crown a 

Yam Queen and participate in the annual 

parade which starts down one of the main 

streets in Gilmer and typically ends at the 

Upshur County Courthouse.  

Lastly there is a carnival that attracts kids 

from near and far to enjoy the fun and 

festivities. They feature many amusement 

park rides and many sweet treats to eat such 

as cotton candy popcorn and various soft 

drinks.  

The Yamboree started with the official 

crowning of the Yam Queen the first night in 

which the 2019 Yam Queen is Audrey 

Nolan.  

Audrey is the daughter of Scott and Alise 

Nolan of Gilmer. Audrey is the 

granddaughter of Ali Goudarzi, Virginia 

Young Goudarzi, and the late Walter and 

Billie Nolan. 

 

 

Audrey is involved in the National Honor Society, 

Vice President of the Gilmer FFA, current Area 

VI Association Officer, a varsity cheerleader, 

varsity golf team, and member of the Deuces 

club. Audrey serves as the President of the Texas 

Jr. Hereford Association and on both the Harvest 

Festival and Cherokee Rose Festival Junior 

Boards. She plans to attend Texas A&M 

University to pursue an undergraduate and 

master’s degree in architecture. 

 

The Yamboree continued with the Livestock 

shows in which the Upshur County Kids showed 

off their livestock Projects and Animals. The 

students that won the Livestock various events 

include Ashlynn white who won Reserve Grand 

Champion with her rabbits as well as Avery 

Turner winning Reserve Grand Champion with 

her championship steer. 

Later that evening the townspeople were 

entertained with live music in the town square by 

a vast assortment of country bands and the night 

concluded with the Queens Ball which was 

invitation only.  

Overall the four- day festival brought an 

estimated 25,000 people and it truly embodied 

the town of Gilmer and the Upshur County 

Area.  

Thank you, Avery Turner, Keira Thompson 

and Eden Castor, for your exclusive look in the 

Yamboree this year and we are looking forward 

to the next Yamboree which is slated for 

October 14-17, 2020. 
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Name: James Knabenshue 

Years in Education: 12th year in Education  

Subject Taught: Mathematics  

College Education: Texas A&M 

University in Texarkana  

Why did you become a teacher? 

To help students succeed in the future 

Inspiration: My Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: Austin Scheaffer 

Years in Education: 1st year in Education  

Subject Taught: World Geography  

College Education: Howard Payne 

University 

Why did you become a teacher?             

A coach inspired me to never be satisfied 

with my current goals. He taught me to 

always be learning and growing. 

Inspiration:  JJ Watt- "Success isn't 

owned. It's leased, and rent is due every 

day." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name:  Max Low 

Years in Education: 22nd year in 

Education  

Subject Taught: 7th Grade Texas History  

College Education: Stephen F. Austin 

State University  

Why did you become a teacher? 

Inspiration: Tom Landry- “A coach’s job 

is to make you do what you don’t want to 

do, so you can be what you want to be.  
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Mr. Stafford who is the 7
th
 grade band director and 

plays the saxophone, Mrs. Thompson who is the 

8
th
 grade band director and plays the trumpet and 

Mr. Box who is a percussion expert and plays 

every instrument on the percussion line.  

When interviewed by our staff, the directors are 

excited about the talents of the Bruce Junior High 

band as well as their prompt and great behavior 

during the home football games. They can bring 

much needed pep to the crowd and often play 

many tunes that keep the home crowds interested 

in the game and the band. 

To become a band director as Mr. Gray states 

takes approximately 5 years to complete with a 

major in Music Education. Afterwards with the 

proper content exam a person inspiring to 

become a band director in the state of Texas can 

become one at one of the many high schools in 

Texas. 

Thank you, Mr. Gray, Mr. Whit, Mrs. Thompson 

and Mr. Box, for your insight to our fantastic and 

largest spirit section in the school the Bruce Junior 

High Band! 

For more information regarding how to join 

please see your counselor at the next schedule 

change.  

THE GRAND BAND FROM BUCKEYE 

LAND!!! 

By: Andrew Smith and Alivia Bullard  

In this second edition of the Bruce Banner the 

students are going to start to spotlight the major 

sprit groups of the Junior High. The first group 

the newspaper will chronicle is the Bruce Junior 

High award-winning band.  

As history dates back, the Gilmer Band was 

established in 1926 as a community band invited 

people from near and far to come play in the 

band. The band became part of the school 

system in the early 1950’s and since then has 

been known as one of the best bands year-round 

in the greater East Texas area.  

The director of bands at Gilmer HS is Eric Gray, 

a graduate of Stephen F. Austin State University 

with a bachelor’s in music education has been 

teaching for the past 30 years with 29 of those 

years being in Gilmer. During his tenure the 

band has received 12 first division ratings in 

marching contest and in concert and sight-reading 

contests as well as our very own Bruce Junior 

High receiving 10 consecutive sweepstakes 

awards.  

The goal of the band is simple; to try to have 

first-division practice habits everyday through 

teaching lifelong skills through the art of music.  

The band staff consists of Assistant Band 

Directors Chris Whitt, who can play multiple 

instruments in the band including the trumpet 

and the trombone. 

LET’S GO BUCKEYES, LETS GO!!! 

By: Ashlynn White and Nelly Garcia 

The second group we are chronicling in this 

edition of the Bruce Banner is the Bruce Junior 

High Cheerleaders. The sponsor of this spirit 

group is Coach Staci Stuart and this group keeps 

the crowd very entertained in pep rallies and all 

sporting events at the Junior High School. 

The cheerleading group consist of members 

Laken Laden, Chloe Mayfield, Marlee Mauldin, 

Kloe Dixon, Addison Wilson, Ashlynn White, 

Kendall Clark, Mary Nelly-Sanchez, Ava Hagler, 

Alex Werbeck, Jayla Crouch, Makenna Sprouse, 

Gabby Jackson, Brinley Jones and Brooklyn 

Rash. 

These young ladies will be at every sporting event 

offered here at Bruce Junior High and will be 

going to different cheer competitions throughout 

the year to earn their All-American Status before 

heading to the High School ranks.  
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2019 STATE FOOTBALL RANKINGS  

CLASS 4A DIVISION II 

BY: GRAYSON BATES AND KAMRYN BROWN 

 
1. TEXARKANA PLESANT GROVE 

2. WACO CONALLY 

3. WEST ORANGE STARK 

4. MIDLAND GREENWOOD 

5. LUBBOCK ESTACADO 

6. GILMER  

7. SUNNYVALE 

8. NAVARRO 

9. IOWA PARK 

10.  JASPER 
 

 

                                                       

 
 

 

THE REAL HISTORY BEHIND HALLOWEEN 

By: Tommy Jenkins, Joe Mendoza., Isiah Hudgins, Jaxson Marshall and Logan Thornley 

Halloween is a holiday celebrated each year on October 31, and Halloween 2019 occurred on Thursday, October 31. The tradition originated with the ancient Celtic 

festival of Samhain, when people would light bonfires and wear costumes to ward off ghosts. In the eighth century, Pope Gregory III designated November 1 as a time to 

honor all saints. Soon, All Saints Day incorporated some of the traditions of Samhain. The evening before was known as All Hallows Eve, and later Halloween. Over time, 

Halloween evolved into a day of activities like trick-or-treating, carving jack-o-lanterns, festive gatherings, donning costumes and eating treats. 

Halloween’s origins date back to the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain (pronounced sow-in). The Celts, who lived 2,000 years ago, mostly in the area that is now Ireland, the 

United Kingdom and northern France, celebrated their new year on November 1. 

This day marked the end of summer and the harvest and the beginning of the dark, cold winter, a time of year that was often associated with human death. Celts believed 

that on the night before the new year, the boundary between the worlds of the living and the dead became blurred. On the night of October 31, they celebrated Samhain, 

when it was believed that the ghosts of the dead returned to earth. 

 

In addition to causing trouble and damaging crops, Celts thought that the presence of the otherworldly spirits made it easier for the Druids, or Celtic priests, to make 

predictions about the future. For a people entirely dependent on the volatile natural world, these prophecies were an important source of comfort during the long, dark 

winter. 

I AM THANKFUL FOR…. 

By: Lily Taylor and Ruby Fuller  

Last week Lily Taylor and Ruby Fuller interviewed 

teachers and students what they were thankful for and 

here are the responses from each person. 

What are you thankful for? 

Mr. Bradshaw and Mrs. L Baker-Family  

Mrs. Watson- blessings that God has provided 

Hannah Kaunitz- Theatre Arts 

What is your favorite Halloween costume?  

Mrs. L Baker-Rosie the Riveter 

Mrs. Watson- Momma Shark  

Mr. Bradshaw- Ben Grimm (The Thing) 

Hannah Kauntiz-Stitch 

What is your favorite food at Thanksgiving? 

Mr. Bradshaw-Mashed potatoes 

Mr. L Baker- Dinner Rolls  

Mrs. Watson- Dinner Rolls  

Hannah Kauntiz- Stuffing  

 

 

 


