January 14, 2019

SOUTHWEST
Elementary

Pictured above: Mrs.
Whitmeyer was able to
fill in for one of our SW
Teachers who had
surgery. Tina just finished
her student teaching in
the SWOSU Dept of Ed
program, and did a great
job while on campus. We
are thankful for our
relationships with
SWOSU Dept of Ed.
(CSI 3.2.1 Higher
Education Partnerships)

WORK HARD!

Pictured above: This is a group of Teachers enjoying
breakfast at Rt. 66 Cafe. The morning of December 21st was
a time for us to enjoy breakfast, reflect, evaluate and share
about our team goals and school wide goals, and was also a
time for us to do some collective inquiry about how students
learn and what the “growth mindset” actually looks like. (CSI
goal areas 2.2.1 Instructional planning and design, 3.3 Develop
Quality Personnel, and 2.3 Meet the diverse needs of all
students
Pictured below: A couple of 4th grade students organizing
their thoughts together. The writing process has been a point
of emphasis on campus this year. Giving students time to
discuss, organize their thoughts, and write about them is
critical to increasing student academic performance. (CSI 2.1)

PLAY HARD!

EXPECT GREAT THINGS!
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Pictured above: Mrs.
Sawatzky’s students with their
toys they built as part of a
STEAM project in their
classroom. (CSI 2.1.2)

Pictured above: Hutch’s
donated Icees to every
student who met their AR
goal this 9-weeks. 85% of our
scholars met their goal the
2nd 9-weeks. That’s a 3 year
high for our school. It was
highlighted by 95% of 4th
grade students meeting their
reading goals. (CSI 1.1.1
Increase Student Academic
Performance)

WORK HARD!

Pictured above: 16 students still have perfect
attendance at SW for the year. Our site attendance was
95.4% for students and 57% of staﬀ have less than 5
absences (CSI 1.2 Increase Classroom Attendance)

Pictured below: Mrs. Giﬀord’s class using the “commit
and toss” learning strategy. It’s a fun way to keep kids
active and also a proven researched based activity for
eﬀective student learning. Students 1. write about a
prompt given by the teacher 2. Wad up their paper 3. Have
a quick snowball fight. 4. Un wad the paper they pick up 5.
Evaluate whether the idea written down was correct 6.
Discuss anything that needs to be celebrated or clarified 7.
Repeat the process again. (CSI 2.1 Increase Innovation of
Instruction) Our teachers have been utilizing learning
strategies from OU’s K20 Center website https://
learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategies
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