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Course Overview:  
❖ English II - This course includes a review of grammar skills, the teaching of intermediate 

composition skills, and an examination of various literary genres that include the short story, 
poetry, drama, non-fiction, and the novel. Emphasis in both semesters will be placed on 
vocabulary development, composition skills, critical reading, and critical writing skills.  

❖ English II Honors - In this course, students will review writing skills and extend their study of 
vocabulary, the short story, novel, poetry, and drama. Strong attention will be given to the 
development of composition and critical reading skills. Composition will support literature 
study. Outside reading assignments will continue throughout the year. 

❖ Journalism - In Journalism, students are expected to write in a variety of forms and for a 
variety of audiences and purposes. Students will become analytical consumers of media and 
technology to enhance their communication skills. Published work of professional journalists, 
technology, and visual and electronic media are used as tools for learning as students create, 
clarify, critique, write, and produce effective communications. Students enrolled in 
Journalism will learn journalistic traditions, research self-selected topics, write journalistic 
texts, and learn the principles of publishing. 

 
English II Units of Study: (The order and/or length of each unit is subject to change.) 

Bushland ISD has adopted the latest English curriculum from Pearson and will integrate it 
into each English classroom this year. Students will partake in studies of various genres and levels of 
literature, as well as write several types of essays throughout the school year. Students will be assessed 
accordingly on each reading and writing assignment and expected to perform to mastery of all Texas 
Essential Knowledge and Skills for English Language Arts and Reading. 

1. Inside the Nightmare - What is the allure of fear? 
a. This unit covers a study of Gothic literature. 

2. Outsiders & Outcasts - Do people need to belong? 
a. This unit covers a study of characters and storylines about fitting in. 

3. All That Glitters - What do our possessions reveal about us? 
a. This unit covers a study of materialism and its effect on humans. 

4. Virtue & Vengeance - What motivates us to forgive? 
a. This unit covers a study of revenge vs. forgiveness. 

5. Blindness & Sight - What does it mean to see? 
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a. This unit covers a study of seeing/accepting people for who they really are. 
6. College & Career Readiness 

a. Students will have the opportunity to explore the options they have post-high school. 
 
Journalism Units of Study (The order and/or length of each unit is subject to change.) 

1. History of Journalism 
2. Laws & Ethics 
3. Forms of Media 
4. Research 
5. Design & Publishing 
6. Photography 

 
Required Materials 

With the significant changes made to the 2020-2021 school year, Mrs. McAnally’s classes will 
be conducted through in-class lecture and online practice. Google Platform will be the main form of 
communication, drafting work, and assignment detail. Therefore, students will only need the basic 
supplies with them in class each day. This includes pen/pencil, paper, highlighters, pencil sharpener, 
and their charged computer. Materials cannot be provided to or shared with students so if they do not 
have the necessary materials then they will be unable to participate in class that day and may be 
penalized participation and/or preparedness points that grading period. 
 
Technology Policy 

Students are expected to come to class with a charged laptop or their laptop and charger to be 
used in class. If cell phones are charged each night,  Chromebooks should be too so the teacher’s 
lecture time and/or student’s work time are not disrupted. Students are not allowed to play games on 
their laptops in this classroom, and music will only be permitted if the teacher sees it is appropriate. 
Headphones of any kind are only allowed when listening to audio or watching a video. Students 
should take both headphones out and put them away unless otherwise instructed. Cell phones should 
be kept put away at all times while in class. Mrs. McAnally is not requiring students to put their 
phones in a community basket or caddy, as of now, but any phone seen or heard in class when not 
permitted to be out will be taken to the front office. Phones are only taken to the office when taken up 
in class, not given back to the student at the end of class. If any of these things become frequent 
distractions for the student and/or others in the classroom then disciplinary measures will be taken, 
such as lunch detention or confiscation of device(s). 
 
Food & Drink Policy 

Any food or drink other than a water bottle is currently not permitted in the classroom. 
 
 



Attendance 
Students are expected to attend class from the tardy bell until the designated end of class bell, 

according to the campus’ bell schedule. Students who are frequently absent from class miss essential 
lecture and practice time that is pertinent to their success in this course. Attendance is checked daily, 
and frequent absences will require the teacher and/or administrator to contact the student’s 
parent/guardian to seek a plan that will help the student to attend class regularly, in order to maintain 
credit for the course. 
❖ Remote Learners - All remote learners must be logged in and ready for class by the tardy bell 

or will be counted tardy or absent for that class period. If the remote learner is experiencing 
technological difficulties then they should contact the teacher AND technology immediately 
to remedy the problem. Difficulties with technology should be promptly taken care of so 
students do not miss necessary instructional time or have continued issues throughout their 
remote learning experience. The district’s expectations for remote learners’ attendance can be 
found on the district website. All remote learners, as well as their parent/guardian, should read 
these expectations. 

❖ Tardy Policy - Tardies are strictly enforced. Students not in class by the tardy bell will be 
counted tardy, and the campus tardy policy will be upheld. After 3 tardies a discipline form 
will be assigned. 

 
Communication 

It is the responsibility of the student to communicate to the teacher in an appropriate and 
timely manner regarding any of the following: 
❖ Questions about lecture and in-class lessons 
❖ Concerns regarding grades and assignments 
❖ Requirements for an assignment 
❖ Seeking work ahead of time when the student will not be in class - This should be done at least 

a week in advance for absences spanning an extended period of time (3 or more days). 
❖ Guidance for solving a problem 

Students are expected to use face-to-face communication and/or email to communicate any of 
these needs. Students should compose emails professionally, proofread before sending, and send 
during school hours if they need an immediate response. Emails sent after 4:00 pm Monday-Friday are 
not guaranteed a response until the next school day.  
 
Grading Policy 

Grades are divided into three categories: 
❖ Assessments = 40% - composed of major exams, vocab tests, essays, and projects 
❖ Checks = 30% - composed of quizzes, checks for understanding, other opportunities for 

assessment before mastery is tested 



❖ Daily = 30% - composed of homework assignments, in-class assignments, other opportunities 
for practice 
Work is graded according to the timeline it was turned in. All on time work will have a grading 

turn around within the week it was turned in; late assignments will be graded at a later date, as they 
were not turned in on time. Essays are graded using rubrics, and students will be provided the rubric 
upon receiving the assignment. Essays also take longer to grade and are NOT accepted for late points. 
No assessment grade can be turned in for credit after the due date. Students can expect to receive essays 
back before the end of the grading period, unless the essay was assigned towards the end of the six 
weeks. 

Late work penalties: 
❖ Day 1: minus 30% 
❖ Day 2: minus an additional 10% 
❖ Day 3: a zero 

An “M” in the gradebook versus a zero - An “M” is entered into the gradebook when a student does not 
turn in an assignment on time or was absent for an assignment, such as a test or quiz. Students are given 
ample time to complete the missing assignment (see “Makeup Work Policy”). However, if a student fails 
to complete this assignment then it will be changed to a permanent zero in the gradebook and will only be 
modified if done so in human error. 
 
Makeup Work Policy 

It is the responsibility of the student to pick up all makeup work from the teacher as soon as 
they return to school OR ask for assignments before being gone. This includes both online and 
paper-based assignments. Makeup work is allotted for completion the same number of days that the 
student was absent. After this timeframe, all makeup assignments are subject to late point penalties. 
 
★ Late points and absences are meticulously kept track of to ensure students are given as much 

credit as they earned as well as time to complete each assignment. Google timestamps are used 
to make sure students are completely honest about when they completed their work, as well as 
if the work is their own. 

 
Academic Dishonesty 

Bushland High School urges students to conduct themselves ethically and honorably.  It is 
expected that the grade a student earns is based upon work that the student has performed.  Cheating 
is dishonest.  It harms you and it harms the other students who do not cheat.  We, therefore, will not 
condone nor will we tolerate any student submitting work that is not produced solely by the student’s 
own initiative. 

The following behaviors may be considered as possible acts of cheating:  plagiarism, talking 
during an exam, copying another’s test/assignment, allowing others to copy your work, roving eyes, 
open books or notebooks during an exam, crib sheets/ cheat sheets, passing notes during an exam, 



copying and printing another student’s work, using technology (computers, watches, etc.) to take 
pictures and send homework, having someone do your assignment for you (homework, project, essay, 
etc), stealing exams, selling exams, altering a grade (in grade book, on a computer, on a report card), 
taking an exam for someone else, using bribery/blackmail/threats, intimidation in pursuit of a better 
grade. 

Any form of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in this classroom and will be dealt with 
according to campus expectations. This includes but is not limited to reduction in grade, removal 
from course, parent contact, conference with administration and parent. 


