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 Student Success 
o Academic 

 9:1 Student/Teacher Ratio 
 59% of current seniors will graduate with Concurrent Hours 

 67% will leave LHS with 12 or more college hours 
 Last year’s graduating class awarded 1.1 million dollars in scholarships 
 37% of current seniors have ACT scores of 24+ 
 20% increase in AP scores in the past 3 years 
 Real-world applications 

o Extra-Curricular 
 Multiple State Qualified Athletic Teams 
 State Cheer Champs 
 National Qualifiers in Beta Club, FBLA, & Skills USA 
 District Qualifiers in FFA 

 Technology Driven Learning 
o 1:1 devices in each classroom 
o 125+ Microsoft Certifications each year 
o Virtual Courses 
o 3-D Printers 
o CNC Technology 
o Virtual Reality Goggles 

 Community Integration 
o Annual Service Projects 

 Last year - 1000+ hours 
 This year - 650+ hours (to-date) 

o Annual Networking event with 54 business leaders 
o Annual Community Veterans’ Assembly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lavaca High School 
 

  Like Lavaca High School      Follow lhsgoldenarrows 

 



P.O Box 8      LAVACA, AR 72941 
Superintendent 674-5611      High School 674-5612     Middle School 674-5618     Elementary 674-5613 

 
 
 
Dear Students and Parents: 
 
Lavaca High School is dedicated to education for all students.   The high school years are a very 
important time for students as they provide preparation for the opportunities that life will offer.  The 
curriculum in high school is very challenging.  While academics must be our first priority, the impact 
and enrichment provided to students by clubs and organizations cannot be understated. Both are 
vital to a balanced, rewarding high school experience.   
 
This course catalog is designed to assist students and parents in making wise decisions 
concerning selection of classes in high school.   It is important that each student carefully consider 
his or her goals for the future and the preparation needed to achieve those goals after graduation 
from Lavaca High School and plan their courses accordingly. 
 
If questions arise at any point in this process relating to course selection or general high school 
information, please feel free to call our high school counselor or myself and we will be glad to help 
you. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Felicia Owen 
Principal 
Lavaca High School 
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Graduation Requirements 
 
The number of units students must earn to be eligible for high school graduation is to be earned from 
the categories listed below. A minimum of twenty-two (22) units is required for graduation for a student 
participating in either the Smart Core or Core curriculum. In addition to the twenty-two (22) units 
required for graduation by the Arkansas Department of Education, the district requires an additional 2 
units to graduate for a total of 24 units.  Units are defined as the following to meet the district diploma 
requirements:  eight (8) consecutive semesters of English, eight (8) consecutive semesters of 
Mathematics, six (6) semesters of Science, and six (6) semesters of Social Studies.  The additional 
required units may be taken from any electives offered by the district. There are some distinctions 
made between Smart Core units and Graduation units. Not all units earned toward graduation 
necessarily apply to Smart Core requirements. 
 
Beginning in the 2018-2019 school year, all students must pass the test approved by ADE that is 
similar to the civics portion of the naturalization test used by the United States Citizenship and 
Immigration Services in order to graduate. 
 
Digital Learning Courses 
The District shall offer one or more digital learning course(s) through one or more District approved 
provider(s) as either a primary or supplementary method of instruction. The courses may be in a 
blended learning, online-based, or other technology-based format.7 In addition to the other graduation 
requirements contained in this policy, students are required to take at least one (1) digital learning 
course for credit while in high school.  
 
Community Service Learning 
Students will be required to complete community service hours each year of high school: grade 9, 15 
hours; grade 10, 20 hours; grade 11, 20 hours; grade 12, 20 hours for a total of 75 hours before 
graduation. Students, along with their CAP Advisor, track earned hours each year and will complete 
and submit a detailed log sheet with signature verifications of hours earned and projects completed.  All 
hours earned must be from an approved agency or organization. 
 
SMART CORE CURRICULUM AND GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CLASSES OF 2021 AND 
THEREAFTER 
All students are required to participate in the Smart Core curriculum unless their parents or guardians, or the 
students if they are eighteen (18) years of age or older, sign a Smart Core Waiver Form to not participate. While 
Smart Core is the default option, both a Smart Core Informed Consent Form and a Smart Core Waiver Form will 
be sent home with students prior to their enrolling in seventh (7th) grade, or when a seventh (7th) through twelfth 
(12th) grade student enrolls in the district for the first time and there is not a signed form in the student’s 
permanent record. Parents must sign one of the forms and return it to the school so it can be placed in the 
students’ permanent record.  This policy is to be included in student handbooks for grades six (6) through twelve 
(12) and both students and parents must sign an acknowledgement they have received the policy. Those 
students not participating in the Smart Core curriculum will be required to fulfill the Core curriculum or the 
requirements of their IEP (when applicable) to be eligible for graduation. Counseling by trained personnel shall 
be available to students and their parents or legal guardians prior to the time they are required to sign the 
consent forms. 
 
While there are similarities between the two curriculums, following the Core curriculum may not qualify students 
for some scholarships and admission to certain colleges could be jeopardized. Students initially choosing the 
Core curriculum may subsequently change to the Smart Core curriculum providing they would be able to 
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complete the required course of study by the end of their senior year. Students wishing to change their choice of 
curriculums must consult with their counselor to determine the feasibility of changing paths. 
 
This policy, the Smart Core curriculum, and the courses necessary for graduation shall be reviewed by staff, 
students, and parents at least every other year to determine if changes need to be made to better serve the 
needs of the district’s students. The superintendent, or his/her designee, shall select the composition of the 
review panel.  
 
Sufficient information relating to Smart Core and the district’s graduation requirements shall be communicated to 
parents and students to ensure their informed understanding of each. This may be accomplished through any or 
all of the following means: 
a. Inclusion in the student handbook of the Smart Core curriculum and graduation requirements;  
b. Discussion of the Smart Core curriculum and graduation requirements at the school’s annual public 

meeting, PTA meetings, or a meeting held specifically for the purpose of informing the public on this matter; 
c. Discussions held by the school’s counselors with students and their parents; and/or 
d. Distribution of a newsletter(s) to parents or guardians of the district’s students. 
 
Administrators, or their designees, shall train newly hired employees, required to be licensed as a condition of 
their employment, regarding this policy. The district’s annual professional development shall include the training 
required by this paragraph. 
 
To the best of its ability, the District shall follow the requirements covering the transfer of course credit and 
graduation set forth in the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children for all students 
who meet the definition of “eligible child.”  
 
Personal and Family Finance 
In tenth (10th), eleventh (11th), or twelfth (12th) grade, all students shall cover the Personal and Family Finance 
Standards by receiving credit for:  
 
SMART CORE: Sixteen (16) units 
 
English: four (4) units – 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th  
 
Oral Communications: one-half (½) unit  
 
Mathematics: four (4) units (all students under Smart Core must take a mathematics course in grade 11 or 12 
and complete Algebra II.) 
1. Algebra I or Algebra A & B* which may be taken in grades 7-8 or 8-9; 
2. Geometry or Investigating Geometry or Geometry A & B* which may be taken in grades 8-9 or 9-10; 
*A two-year algebra equivalent or a two-year geometry equivalent may each be counted as two units of the four-
unit requirement for the purpose of meeting the graduation requirement, but only serve as one unit each toward 
fulfilling the Smart Core requirement.  
3. Algebra II; and 
4. The fourth unit may be either: 

o A math unit beyond Algebra II: this can include Pre-Calculus, Calculus, AP Statistics, Algebra III, 
Advanced Topic and Modeling in Mathematics, Mathematical Applications and Algorithms, Linear 
Systems and Statistics, or any of several IB or Advanced Placement math courses (Comparable 
concurrent credit college courses may be substituted where applicable); or 

o A computer science flex credit may be taken in the place of a fourth math credit. 
 

Natural Science: a total of three (3) units with lab experience chosen from  
One unit of Biology; and either: 
Two units chosen from the following three categories (there are acceptable options listed by the ADE for each): 
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o Physical Science; 
o Chemistry; 
o Physics or Principles of Technology I & II or PIC Physics; or 
o One unit from the three categories above and a computer science flex credit may be taken in the place 
of a third science credit. 
 

Social Studies: three (3) units 
 Civics one-half (½) unit 
 World History - one unit 
 American History - one unit 
 
Physical Education: one-half (½) unit 
Note: While one-half (½) unit is required for graduation, no more than one (1) unit may be applied toward 
fulfilling the necessary units to graduate. 
 
Health and Safety: one-half (½) unit 
 
Economics – one half (½) unit – dependent upon the licensure of the teacher teaching the course, this can count 
toward the required three (3) social studies credits or the six (6) required Career Focus elective credits. 
 

Fine Arts: one-half (½) unit 
 
CAREER FOCUS: - Six (6) units 
All career focus unit requirements shall be established through guidance and counseling based on the student’s 
contemplated work aspirations.  Career focus courses shall conform to the curriculum policy of the district and 
reflect state curriculum frameworks through course sequencing and career course concentrations where 
appropriate. 
 
A student who enlists in a branch of the United States Armed Forces or the National Guard through the military 
delayed entry program, the National Guard Split Training Option, or other similar early entry program and 
completes basic training before graduating from high school shall receive two (2) units of the Career Focus 
graduation requirements. 
 
CORE: Sixteen (16) units 
 
English: four (4) units – 9th 10th 11th and 12th 
 
Oral Communications: one-half (½) unit 
 
Mathematics: four (4) units 
1. Algebra or its equivalent* - 1 unit   
2. Geometry or its equivalent* - 1 unit  
3. All math units must build on the base of algebra and geometry knowledge and skills. 
4. (Comparable concurrent credit college courses may be substituted where applicable) 
5.  A computer science flex credit may be taken in the place of a math credit beyond Algebra I and Geometry 
*A two-year algebra equivalent or a two-year geometry equivalent may each be counted as two units of the four 
(4) unit requirement. 
 
Science: three (3) units 
• at least one (1) unit of biology or its equivalent; and 
Two units chosen from the following three categories: 
• Physical Science; 
• Chemistry; 
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• Physics; or 
One unit from the three categories above and a computer science flex credit may be taken in the place of a third 
science credit. 
 
Social Studies: three (3) units 
a. Civics one-half (½) unit 
b. World history, one (1) unit 
c. American History, one (1) unit 
 
Physical Education: one-half (½) unit 
Note: While one-half (½) unit is required for graduation, no more than one (1) unit may be applied toward 
fulfilling the necessary units to graduate. 
 
Health and Safety: one-half (½) unit 
 
Economics – one half (½) unit – dependent upon the licensure of the teacher teaching the course, this can count 
toward the required three (3) social studies credits or the six (6) required Career Focus elective credits. 
 
Fine Arts: one-half (½) unit 
 
CAREER FOCUS: - Six (6) units 
All career focus unit requirements shall be established through guidance and counseling based on the student’s 
contemplated work aspirations.  Career focus courses shall conform to the curriculum policy of the district and 
reflect state curriculum frameworks through course sequencing and career course concentrations where 
appropriate. 
 
A student who enlists in a branch of the United States Armed Forces or the National Guard through the military 
delayed entry program, the National Guard Split Training Option, or other similar early entry program and 
completes basic training before graduating from high school shall receive two (2) units of the Career Focus 
graduation requirements. 
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Valedictorian/Salutatorian Policy 
 
Beginning with the graduating class of 2017, students must meet the following requirements to be 
eligible as Valedictorian or Salutatorian: 
 

A student who has successfully completed a minimum core of high school courses 
recommended for preparation for post-secondary education as recommended by the State 
Board of Higher Education, State Board of Education, and Local Board of Education shall be 
eligible for the honor of serving as Valedictorian or Salutatorian of his or her graduating class if 
the following conditions are met: 
 

• Earned a minimum cumulative weighted grade point average of 3.50 to be calculated 
after the 8th and final semester of high school 

• Be distinguished as an honor graduate 
• Attend Lavaca High School their entire junior and senior years 
• Take a minimum of four courses for academic credit each semester of their senior year 
• Have one of the highest two cumulative weighted grade point averages 

 
Grade point averages will be figured using a weighted scale of 5.0 points for AP courses, and 4.0 
points for non-AP courses.  
 
Parents or guardians of a student, or a student eighteen (18) years of age or older, who choose to not 
have the student publicly identified as an honor roll or honor graduate student must submit a written 
request that the student not be so identified. 
 
Legal References:  A.C.A. § 6-18-101 (a) (1) 

A.C.A. § 6-18-101 (a) (2) 
A.C.A. § 6-18-101 (b) 
A.C.A. § 6-18-101(e) 
A.C.A. § 6-61-217(a) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 

Graduation Checklist Class of 2020 
 

 
Student Name:____________________________________ Grade:_________ 
 
 
 

Language Arts  Mathematics 
 1st 2nd   1st 2nd 

English 9    Algebra I   
English 10    Geometry   
English 11    Algebra 2   
English 12    4th Math   

       
Science  Social Studies 

 1st 2nd   1st 2nd 
Physical Science-Integrated    Civics/Economics   

Biology-Integrated    World History   
Chemistry-Integrated    US History   

       
Fine Arts    Digital Learning   

Oral Communications    Senior Seminar   
Health    CPR Training   

PE    Community Service-75 hours   
    USCitizenship Exam Passed   

       
 1st 2nd   1st 2nd 

Career Focus    Career Focus   
Career Focus    Career Focus   
Career Focus    Career Focus   
Career Focus    Career Focus   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TBD 

TBD 
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Graduation Checklist Class of 2021 & beyond 
 

 
Student Name:____________________________________ Grade:_________ 
 
 
 

Language Arts  Mathematics 
 1st 2nd   1st 2nd 

English 9    Algebra I   
English 10    Geometry   
English 11    Algebra 2   
English 12    4th Math   

       
Science  Social Studies 

 1st 2nd   1st 2nd 
Physical Science-Integrated    Civics/Economics   

Biology-Integrated    World History   
Chemistry-Integrated    US History   

       
Fine Arts    Digital Learning   

Oral Communications    Senior Seminar   
Health    CPR Training   

PE    Community Service-75 hours   
Personal Finance    USCitizenship Exam Passed   

       
 1st 2nd   1st 2nd 

Career Focus    Career Focus   
Career Focus    Career Focus   
Career Focus    Career Focus   
Career Focus    Career Focus   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TBD 

TBD 
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Honors Diploma Checklist 
 
GPA must be 3.500 or greater and successfully pass 7 honor courses. 
 
Student Name______________________________ Grade_____________ 
 
GPA______________  # of Courses____________ 
 
Place a check beside each course below that you have successfully passed: 
 

 Pre AP English II   Advanced Chemistry 
 Pre AP Algebra 2   Spanish II 
 Pre AP Biology   Pre-Cal/Trig 
 Pre AP World History   Physics 
 AP English III   Anatomy/Physiology 
 AP English IV    
 AP Calculus    
 AP Biology    
 AP Environmental Science  List the name of each concurrent below: 
 AP US History   UAFS Concurrent or ATU Russellville  
 AP Spanish   UAFS Concurrent or ATU Russellville 
 AP Music Theory   UAFS Concurrent or ATU Russellville 
    UAFS Concurrent or ATU Russellville 
    UAFS Concurrent or ATU Russellville 
    UAFS Concurrent or ATU Russellville 
    UAFS Concurrent or ATU Russellville 
    UAFS Concurrent or ATU Russellville 
    UAFS Concurrent or ATU Russellville 
    UAFS Concurrent or ATU Russellville 
     

 
WATC Courses 
 Architectural Materials  Network Fundamentals 
 Digital Layout I-Foundation  Introduction to Mechanical  
 Child Development  Engineering  
 Engineering Graphics II   Solid State  
 Digital Communications   IT Project Tools  
 Digital Illustration  Introduction to Mechanical Engineering II  
 Fundamentals of Computers   Digital Design II-Advance 
 Introduction to Typography  Foundations of Early Childhood 

Education 
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Organizations & Clubs 
 
Yearbook 
The yearbook class will produce a school yearbook.  Students will learn journalism terminology and writing 
techniques.  They will select or design a suitable cover and plan an appropriate theme.  Members will also 
sell advertising to help cover publication costs and take orders from the student body.  Students will host a 
yearbook assembly and distribute books.  They will attend a yearbook workshop in the fall to stay current on 
the latest trends.  Staff is selected by the yearbook advisor.  
 
Beta Club 
The Beta Club is based on the motto “Let us lead by serving others.”  Beta Club members are required to 
do individual service projects each year.  The club also sponsors group service projects throughout the 
school year.  Membership in the Beta Club is open to all students from grades nine through twelve.  
Freshmen/Sophomores are required to achieve a 3.5 grade average in order to qualify for membership.  
Juniors and Seniors are required to achieve a 3.25 grade average in order to join Beta Club.  If grade point 
average drops for any semester below these levels, the student will have a one semester probation to 
return their grades to the acceptable level.  If the student fails to do so, that student will be dropped from 
membership. 
 
Future Business Leaders of America 
FBLA is a national organization for all students interested in the world of business.  Members in 
FBLA learn how to hold office, direct group affairs, compete in local, state and national contests in business 
skills. 
 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
The Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) is open to student athletes in grades 9-12. The FCA is a local 
chapter of the national organization.  It is to foster the Christian principles of living in and on the athletic field 
and gymnasium.  To belong, a student must be presently enrolled in the athletic program. 
 
The National FFA Organization 
FFA is a dynamic youth organization that changes lives and prepares members for premier leadership, 
personal growth and career success through agricultural education. FFA develops members’ potential and 
helps them discover their talent through hands-on experiences, which give members the tools to achieve 
real-world success. Members are future chemists, veterinarians, government officials, entrepreneurs, 
bankers, international business leaders, teachers and premier professionals in many career fields. The 
official name of the organization is the National FFA Organization. The letters “FFA” stand for Future 
Farmers of America. These letters are a part of our history and our heritage that will never change. 
 
FCCLA 
Any student who has been or is currently enrolled in a Family and Consumer Science course may be a 
member of FCCLA-Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America. FCCLA is a student-led 
organization providing opportunities for you to assume responsibilities, meet new people, and have fun.  It 
promotes the ideals of personal, family, and community growth and development.  We will have regular 
meetings once a month, special meetings occasionally, and lots of fun activities.   
 
Student Council 
The Student Council is made up of representatives from each class, plus a president, vice president, 
treasurer, reporter and secretary.  Representatives will be elected per grade for grades 9-12.  The president 
must be a senior and the vice president, secretary, and treasurer/recorder must have served one year prior 
to holding this office.  Representatives and officers must have a 2.75 GPA and no ISS or OSS.  The 
purpose of this organization is to build leadership. 
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Language Arts 
 
English 9 
Grade Level: 9     Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year     Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: English I stresses reading strategies and the writing process.  Genres of fiction 
and nonfiction are studied as are the rules of grammar, mechanics and usage, the research process, 
and vocabulary skills. Required for graduation. 
 
English 10 
Grade Level: 10   Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year     Prerequisites: English I 
*Distance Learning Digital Course 
 
Course Description: English II includes both literature and grammar.  Grammar will also be 
emphasized as students read literature, articles, and interpret essays or speeches.  This class will 
focus on reading, writing, and spelling; and these three fundamental skills will be stressed.  Writing in 
the form of open-ended questions, short essays, and literature review will be produced.  Participation in 
discussion, effort, and class participation are important.  Required for graduation. 
 
English 11 
Grade Level: 11   Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year     Prerequisites: English I and II 
 
Course Description: English III provides a review of grammar, punctuation, usage, sentence 
structure, literary genres, literary devices, reading skills, and writing skills.  American literature will be 
studied.  Required for graduation. 
 
English 12 
Grade Level: 12     Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year       Prerequisites: English I, II, III 
 
Course Description: This course is designed to prepare students for college and for the work force.  
Writing will be emphasized along with a review of grammar, usage, and sentence structure.  British 
literature will be studied.  A research paper is required.  Required for graduation. 
 
Oral Communications 
Grade Level: 9-12 Credit: 1/2 Unit  
Length: ½ Year              Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Oral Communication is an introductory course which is required for graduation.  
It covers spoken communication basics with an emphasis on preparing and presenting public 
speeches.  Students gain information through textbooks, lecture, and handouts. They demonstrate this 
by using worksheets, activities, and written and oral presentations.  Required for graduation. 
 
Creative Writing 
Grade Level: 9-12 Credit: 1 Unit  
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Length: 1 Year              Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Creative Writing is a two-semester English elective course designed to engage 
students in the writing of poetry, short fiction, personal narratives, and other genres with an emphasis 
on developing and exercising imagination. Students will read closely for multiple purposes to analyze 
and evaluate exemplary texts to develop creative writing skills. Students will critique and refine writing 
through guided discussions, collaborative revisions, and individual reflections. Students will produce an 
expansive portfolio of creative work in a variety of genres that reflects student growth and 
understanding of the techniques of published authors. Students will share writing in a variety of ways 
and submit original works for publication. 
 
Critical Reading 
Grade Level: 9-12 Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year              Prerequisites: None 
 
Critical Reading is a two-semester course designed to accelerate reading growth by strengthening 
comprehension outcomes in high school grades. In a context of meaningful content, on-going 
assessment, and focused explicit instruction, students will evaluate fiction and nonfiction texts and 
multicultural literature of diverse formats (e.g., print media, Web-based texts, fiction and nonfiction 
books and articles) and genres. In addition students will engage in differentiated learning activities tied 
to a variety of fiction and nonfiction texts with increasing complexity. Students will also demonstrate 
literacy competence through purposeful application of knowledge and skills from this course, based on 
individual and collective literacy goals. 
 
Drama 
Grade Level: 9-12   Credit: 1/2 Unit  
Length: ½ Year        Prerequisites: None 
Not Smart Core  
 
Course Description: Students will be introduced to the theatre and its history.  Acting techniques, 
types of plays and performances, and facilities will be explored.  An introduction to various elements 
that comprise the parts of a production will be explored briefly.  Student performance in class is an 
expectation for successful completion of the course.  
 
Transitional Literacy 
Grade Level:  11-12   Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year            Prerequisites:  Score of less than 19 on the ACT English. 
*Distance Learning Digital Course 
 
Course Description: This course is designed to prepare students for college level literacy upon 
successful completion.   
 
English II-Pre AP 
Grade Level: 10    Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year      Prerequisites: English I 
 
Course Description: English II-Pre-AP is designed to prepare the college-bound student in English.  
Students will write, read, and work on grammar skills daily. This Pre-Advanced Placement Class will be 
directly geared to enable the students to see, hear, and work on advanced placement skills for his/her 
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AP class and national exam in the future, if he/she chooses to take it. Pre-AP also enables students to 
improve in a more demanding environment. Advanced placement terms, reading, and writing at an 
advanced level will be the standards that students will be expected to strive for. This class will require 
more reading and writing than the English II Class. 
NOTE: This course is highly recommended for students planning to enter the Advanced 
Placement Program.   
 
AP English 11 
Grade Level: 11 Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year               Prerequisites: English I, II 
 
Course Description: An AP course in English Language and Composition engages students in 
becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts, 
and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes.  These skills will prepare 
students for the AP Language Exam which is in May. 
 
AP English 12 
Grade Level: 12 Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year               Prerequisites: English I, II, III 
 
Course Description: An AP English Literature and Composition engages students in the careful 
reading and critical analysis of literature. Through the close reading of selected texts, students deepen 
their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their 
readers.  Students will also write essays for a variety of purposes.  These skills will prepare students for 
the AP Literature Exam which is in May.  A research paper is required. 
 
 
 

Mathematics 
 
Algebra I 
Grade Level: 9-12   Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year        Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Students will be able to describe and translate among graphic, algebraic, 
numeric, tabular, and verbal representations of relations and use those representations to solve 
problems.  The process of collecting and analyzing data is embedded throughout this course. 
Appropriate technology and manipulatives will be used regularly for instruction and assessment. 
Students will be able to judge the meaning, utility, and reasonableness of the results of symbol 
manipulations, including those carried out by technology. 
Required for graduation.   
 
Geometry 
Grade Level: 9-12  Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year               Prerequisites: Algebra I or Algebra A and Algebra B.   
 
Course Description: This course will help students develop communication skills, enhance reasoning, 
and make connections within mathematics to other disciplines and the real world. Students will use 
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physical models and appropriate technology to investigate geometric concepts in problem solving 
situations.   In this course, students are engaged in problematic situations in which they form 
conjectures, determine the validity of these conjectures, and defend their conclusions to classmates.  
Required for graduation.   

 
Algebra II 
Grade Level: 10-12  Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year               Prerequisites: Algebra I  
 
Course Description: Algebra II is designed for students who have successfully completed Algebra I (or 
its equivalent).  Algebra II will build on the basic concepts presented in Algebra I to encourage higher 
order thinking.  Algebra II students will represent and analyze mathematical situations. The students 
will analyze and apply a variety of methods to model and graph linear and nonlinear equations and 
inequalities.  Students will also use algebraic, graphical, and numerical methods for analysis of 
quadratic equations and functions and polynomials and rational functions.  Exponential functions, 
logarithmic functions, data analysis, and probability will be explored in Algebra II.  Arkansas teachers 
are responsible for integrating appropriate technology in the course work for Algebra II. 
**Note: Algebra II is required for Smart Core 
 
Bridge to Algebra II 
Grade Level:  11-12   Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year            Prerequisites:  Algebra I and Geometry 
Not Smart core 
 
Course Description: Bridge to Algebra II is intended to reinforce linear concepts that were previously 
included in the Algebra I Course; master quadratics and exponential concepts not included within the  
 
Quantitative Literacy 
Grade Level:  10-12   Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year            Prerequisites:  Algebra I 
 
Course Description: This course builds on Algebra I to explore mathematical topics and relationships. 
Emphasis will be placed on applying modeling as the process of choosing and using appropriate 
mathematics and statistics to analyze, to better understand, and to improve mathematical 
understanding in real world situations. Students will represent and process their reasoning and 
conclusions numerically, graphically, symbolically, and verbally. Quantitative Literacy will help students 
develop conceptual understanding by supporting them in making connections between concepts and 
applying previously learned material to new contexts. Students will be expected to use technology, 
including graphing calculators, computers, or data gathering tools throughout the course. Quantitative 
Literacy does not require Arkansas Department of Education approval. 
 
Computer Science & Mathematics 
Grade Level:  11-12   Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year            Prerequisites:  Algebra I and Geometry 
*Distance Learning Digital Course 

Course Description: This course is designed to provide students with the opportunity to explore the 
uses of mathematics and computer programming as tools in creating effective solutions to complex 
problems.  Students will develop and refine fundamental skills of computer science within a 
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mathematical context.  Computer Science and Mathematics may be counted as a fourth math credit 
course under Smart Core.  Any reference to an algorithm or algorithms in this course includes both 
mathematics and computer science contexts.  Throughout the course, students will use 
developmentally appropriate and accurate terminology when communicating about technology. 

Pre-Calculus/Trigonometry 
Grade Level:  11-12   Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year            Prerequisites:  Algebra II and Geometry 
 
Course Description: Pre-Calculus including trigonometry is designed for students who have 
successfully completed Algebra II and Geometry.  Students will use symbolic reasoning and analytical 
methods to represent mathematical situations, to express generalizations, and to study mathematical 
concepts and the relationships among them.  Students will use functions and equations as tools for 
expressing generalizations.  This course will emphasize a study of trigonometric functions and 
identities as well as applications of right triangle trigonometry and circular functions.  Students will be 
introduced to polar coordinates in this class.  Arkansas teachers will be responsible for integrating 
appropriate technology in the Pre-Calculus curriculum. 
 
Math Ready 
Grade Level:  11-12   Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year            Prerequisites:  Algebra II or current enrollment and score of less than 19 on 
the ACT Math. 
*Distance Learning Digital Course 
 
Course Description: This course is designed to prepare students for college level algebra and upon 
successful completion.  One unit of Smart Core math credit (a fourth-year credit beyond Algebra II) 
shall be awarded to students who successfully complete the course.   
 
Algebra II-Pre AP 
Grade Level: 10-11 Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year               Prerequisites: Algebra I 
 
Course Description: In Algebra II-Pre AP, a full year course, students will study linear systems, 
equations, inequalities, quadratic equations and functions, graphing transformations, matrices, complex 
numbers, operations of rational expressions, conic sections, rational, exponential, and logarithmic 
functions. Students will be expected to have attained proficiency from Algebra I in the use of 
fundamental operations, solving simple equations. Students will participate in the use of technology. 
This course is fast-paced and offers in-depth problem solving situations. 
NOTE: This course is highly recommended for students planning to enter the Advanced 
Placement Program.   
 
AP Calculus AB 
Grade Level: 12            Credit: 1 Unit     
Length: 1 Year              Prerequisites: Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry and Pre-calculus/Trigonometry  
*Distance Learning Digital Course 
 
Course Description: AP Calculus will introduce students to functions and their limits, derivatives, 
integrals, inverse functions and integration. Aside from being introduced and learning about these 
topics, students will also learn about the applications and relationships to real-world problems.  
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Science 

 
Physical Science-Integrated 
Grade Level: 9      Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year      Prerequisites: None 

Course Description: Students in physical science - integrated will continue to develop their 
understanding of the core ideas in the physical, life, and earth and space sciences learned in middle 
school. These ideas include the most fundamental concepts from chemistry, physics, biology, and 
Earth and space science but are intended to leave room for expanded study in upper-level high school 
courses. The performance expectations in physical science allow high school students to explain more 
in-depth phenomena central not only to the physical sciences but to life and earth and space sciences 
as well. There are six topics in physical science - integrated: (1) Elements, Matter, and Interactions, (2) 
Matter in Organisms, (3) Forces and Motion, (4) Energy, (5) Waves, and (6) Interactions of Humans 
and the Environment.  Students will be engaged in hands-on laboratory experiences at least 20% of the 
instructional time.  Required for graduation. 

Biology-Integrated 
Grade Level: 10-12 Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year     Prerequisites: Physical Science 

Course Description: Students in biology - integrated will develop an understanding of key concepts 
that help them make sense of the interactions between life science and Earth and space science. The 
ideas are building upon students’ understanding of disciplinary ideas, science and engineering 
practices, and crosscutting concepts from earlier grades. There are seven topics in biology - integrated: 
(1) Cycling of Matter and Energy, (2) Structure and Function, (3) Biodiversity and Population Dynamics, 
(4) Genetic Variations in Organisms, (5) Evolution by Natural Selection, (6) Earth’s Changing Climate, 
and (7) Humans and Natural Systems.  Students will be engaged in hands-on laboratory experiences 
at least 20% of the instructional time.  Required for graduation. 

Chemistry-Integrated 
Grade Level: 11-12 Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year    Prerequisites: Biology 
 

Course Description: Students in chemistry - integrated will fully develop their understanding of the 
core ideas in the physical and Earth and space sciences. These ideas include the more complex 
concepts from chemistry, physics, and Earth science. They will build on the physical science ideas and 
skills explain more in-depth phenomena foundational to chemistry, physics, and Earth and space 
sciences as well. Students will be engaged in hands-on laboratory experiences at least 20% of the 
instructional time. Required for graduation. 

Advanced Chemistry 
Grade Level: 10-12 Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year        Prerequisites: Chemistry-Integrated 
Not a Smart Core Science Course 
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Course Description: This course will explore seven topics: (1) Structure of Matter, (2) Properties of 
Matter, (3) Reactions, (4) Kinetics and Kinetic Molecular Theory, (5) Thermochemistry, (6) Equilibrium, 
and (7) Organic Chemistry. Students in chemistry II will develop possible solutions to major global 
problems with engineering design challenges. They will engage with major global issues at the 
interface of science, technology, society and the environment, and to bring to light the kinds of 
analytical and strategic thinking that prior training and increased maturity make possible. Students will 
be engaged in hands-on laboratory experiences at least 20% of the instructional time. 

Physics 
Grade Level: 10-12 Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year    Prerequisites: Chemistry-Integrated 
Not a Smart Core Science Course 

Course Description: This course will explore five topics:1) Motion, (2) Work and Energy, (3) Heat and 
Thermodynamics, (4) Waves, Sound, and Simple Harmonic Motion, and 5) Electricity.  Students in 
physics will develop possible solutions to major global problems with engineering design challenges. 
They will engage with major global issues at the interface of science, technology, society and the 
environment, and to bring to light the kinds of analytical and strategic thinking that prior training and 
increased maturity make possible. Students will be engaged in hands-on laboratory experiences at 
least 20% of the instructional time.   

Anatomy and Physiology 
Grade Level: 9-12 Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year        Prerequisites: Biology 
Not a Smart Core Science Course 
Course Description: Students in human anatomy and physiology will develop an understanding of key 
concepts that help them make sense of the interactions among systems within the human body. The 
ideas build upon student understanding of the disciplinary core ideas, science and engineering 
practices, and crosscutting concepts from earlier grades. There are eight topics in human anatomy and 
physiology: (1) Patterns, (2) Structure and Function, (3) Scale, Proportion, and Quantity, (4) Stability 
and Change, (5) Cause and Effect, (6) Energy and Matter, (7) Systems and System Models, and (8) 
Career Exploration with Engineering Practices. Students will be engaged in hands-on laboratory 
experiences at least 20% of the instructional time. 
 
Pre AP Biology-Integrated 
Grade Level: 10       Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year  Prerequisites: Physical Science 

Course Description: Students in Pre-AP Biology - integrated will develop an understanding of key 
concepts that help them make sense of the interactions between life science and Earth and space 
science. The ideas are building upon students’ understanding of disciplinary ideas, science and 
engineering practices, and crosscutting concepts from earlier grades. There are seven topics in biology 
- integrated: (1) Cycling of Matter and Energy, (2) Structure and Function, (3) Biodiversity and 
Population Dynamics, (4) Genetic Variations in Organisms, (5) Evolution by Natural Selection, (6) 
Earth’s Changing Climate, and (7) Humans and Natural Systems.  Students will be engaged in hands-
on laboratory experiences at least 20% of the instructional time. This class is designed for the above 
average student, reading assignments are frequent, and the tests are comprehensive. 
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AP Environmental 
Grade Level: 11-12 Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year   Prerequisites: Biology 
*Distance Learning Digital Course 
 
Course Description: Environmental science examines the physical and biological dynamics of earth.  
Students will analyze the impact of human activities on the environment.  Field studies, as well as the 
process of collecting and analyzing data, will be an integral part of the course.  Instruction and 
assessment will include both appropriate technology and the safe use of laboratory equipment.  
Students must be able to think and work independently and be willing to do independent studies.  
Students will be engaged in hands-on laboratory experiences at least 20% of the instructional time. 
 
 
 

Social Studies 
 
 

Civics 
Grade Level: 11     Credit: ½ Unit  
Length: ½ year     Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Civics provides a study of the structure and functions of the United States 
government, the government of Arkansas, and political institutions. Civics also examines constitutional 
principles, the concepts of rights and responsibilities, the role of political parties and interest groups, 
and the importance of civic participation in the democratic process.  This course stresses application, 
problem-solving, higher-order thinking skills, and the use of classroom performance-based/open-ended 
assessments with rubrics.  One unit of Civics or Civics/Government is required by the Standards for 
Accreditation for Smart Core graduates.  Required for graduation. 
 
Economics (Personal Finance required credit will be embedded into this course) 
Grade Level: 11     Credit: ½ Unit  
Length: ½ year    Prerequisites: None 
 
Economics is a one-semester high school social studies elective that emphasizes economic 
fundamentals, microeconomics, and macroeconomics. Students will explore the interrelationships 
among the roles played by consumers, producers, capital, land, and labor. Additionally, students will 
study the interrelationship of our economic, political, and social lives. This course stresses application, 
problem-solving, higher-order thinking skills, and use of classroom performance-based/open-ended 
assessments with rubrics. Required for graduation. 
 
World History 
Grade Level: 9      Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year        Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: World History is a course designed to develop greater understanding of the 
evolution of global processes, contacts, and interaction with different types of human societies. World 
History provides a study of the history of human society from early civilization to the contemporary 
period, examining major themes and relationships between major civilizations throughout the world. 
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These themes include the impact of interaction among major societies through political, economic, 
social, religious, military, scientific, and cultural developments. Students will analyze and interpret a 
variety of historical resources using primary and secondary sources, maps, and pictorial and graphic 
evidence of historical events. This course stresses application, problem-solving, higher-order thinking 
skills, and use of classroom performance-based/open-ended assessments with rubrics. World History 
is required by the Standards for Accreditation.  Required for graduation. 
 
United States History  
Grade Level: 10-12  Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year           Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: American History (United States History) examines time periods from the first 
European explorations of the Americas to present day. Political, military, scientific, economic, and 
social developments are covered in the historical overview. Students will analyze and interpret a variety 
of historical resources and use primary and secondary sources, maps, and pictorial and graphic 
evidence of historical events. This course stresses application, problem-solving, higher-order thinking 
skills, and use of classroom performance-based/open-ended assessments with rubrics. American 
History (United States History) is required by the Standards for Accreditation and does not require 
Arkansas Department of Education approval.  Required for graduation.   
 
United States Government 
Grade Level: 11-12   Credit: ½ Unit  
Length: ½ Year           Prerequisites: None 
Not a Smart Core Social Studies Course 
 
Course Description: United States Government is a one-semester course that focuses on the 
theoretical concepts relating to the foundations of government and the practical application of these 
concepts as they relate to American federalism, to civil liberties, to civil rights, and to our national 
government. Basic concepts of state and local government and their relationships with the federal 
government are also examined. Topics include the constitutional framework; federalism; the three 
branches of government, including the bureaucracy; civil rights and liberties; political participation and 
behavior; and policy formation. Upon completion, students will demonstrate an understanding of the 
basic concepts and participatory processes of the American political system. 
 
Psychology 
Grade Level: 11-12   Credit: ½ Unit  
Length: ½ Year          Prerequisites: None 
Not a Smart Core Social Studies Course 
 
Psychology is a one-semester high school social studies elective course that introduces students to the 
science of behavior and mental processes. It includes an overview of the history of psychology as well 
as an opportunity to study individual and social psychology and how the knowledge and methods of 
psychologists are applied to the solution of human problems. The content of this course includes 
human development; biological bases of behavior; sensation and perception; learning, memory, and 
cognition; behavior patterns; motivation and emotion; adjustments to social environments; and 
psychological disorders and their treatments. This course stresses application, problem-solving, higher-
order thinking skills, and use of classroom performance-based/open-ended assessments with rubrics.  
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World History-Pre AP 
Grade Level: 9        Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year         Prerequisites: Civics 
 
Pre AP World History is a full year course designed to give students a challenging curriculum. This 
course should help prepare students to take Advanced Placement Social Studies courses in the future. 
The course will examine connections to the past in order to prepare students for the future as 
participating members of a global community. Students enrolled in this course will increase their 
knowledge of history, geography, political processes, religion, ethics, diverse cultures and humanities, 
in order to help them solve problems in academic, civic, social and employment settings. 
 
AP United States History 
Grade Level: 11-12 Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year  Prerequisites: Civics and U.S. History 
*Distance Learning Digital Course 
 
Course Description: The AP U.S. History course is designed to provide students with the analytic 
skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in U.S. History.  
The program prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands 
upon them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses.  Students will learn to 
assess historical materials-their relevance to a given interpretive problem, reliability, and importance-
and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.  An AP U.S. History 
course will thus develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed 
judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format. 
 
 
 

Foreign Language 
 
Spanish I 
Grade Level: 9-12     Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year         Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Spanish I introduces students to the basic skills necessary for speaking, writing, 
and understanding the Spanish language.  Students also gain information about the culture and the 
way of life of those who are native Spanish speakers.  Students are expected to develop the skills of 
listening, pronunciation, reading, and writing in Spanish. 
 
Spanish II 
Grade Level: 10-12  Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year    Prerequisites: Spanish I 
 
Course Description: Spanish II builds on the skills learned in Spanish I.  Deeper understanding of 
reading, writing, and speaking, along with reading and listening comprehension will be emphasized.  
Further development of vocabulary and pronunciation skills will occur through the study of grammatical 
concepts not covered in Spanish I.  Hispanic culture will also be studied. 
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Fine Arts 
 
Instrumental Music I 
Grade Level: 9-12  Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year  Prerequisites: 80% on a pre-entry audition 
 
Course Description: Instrumental Music I is a two-semester course designed to teach students music 
fundamentals and instrumental techniques pertaining to brass, woodwind, percussion, and/or string 
instruments. Instrumental Music I students are expected to develop beginning performance techniques 
in solo, small group, and large group settings, with emphasis on reading and performing using 
appropriate articulation, dynamics, and interpretive skills. Students will perform instrumental music in a 
variety of settings including, but not limited to, concerts, solo and ensemble performances, and 
festivals. Students will critique and reflect on their own performances and the performances of others. 
Students will make connections between music traditions and other arts, disciplines, and cultures. 
Students will apply rudiments of music and fundamentals of creative expression to performance.  
 
Instrumental Music II/Advanced Instrumental Music 
Grade Level: 10-12  Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year  Prerequisites: Instrumental Music I 
 
Course Description: Instrumental Music II is a two-semester course designed for students who have 
successfully completed Instrumental Music I. Students shall further expand their knowledge of music 
fundamentals and instrumental techniques pertaining to brass, woodwind, percussion, and/or string 
instruments. . Students will develop advanced performance techniques in solo, small group, and large 
group settings, with greater emphasis on reading and performing using appropriate articulation, 
dynamics, and interpretative skills. Students perform instrumental music in concerts, solo and 
ensemble performances, and festivals. 
 
Instrumental Music III 
Grade Level: 11-12  Credit: 1 Unit     
Length: 1 Year   Prerequisites: Instrumental Music II 
 
Course Description: Instrumental Music III is a two-semester course designed for students who have 
successfully completed Instrumental Music II. Instrumental Music III students will demonstrate an ability 
to apply music fundamentals and instrumental techniques pertaining to brass, woodwind, percussion, 
and/or string instruments in the research, production, performance, and criticism of instrumental music. 
Students are expected to apply sight-reading skills, improvisational skills, and advanced performance 
techniques in solo, small group, and large group settings. Instrumental Music III students will critique 
instrumental music performances and deeply reflect upon the impact of instrumental music upon 
society as well as societal influences on instrumental music. Students will regularly perform 
instrumental music in a variety of settings including, but not limited to, concerts, solo and ensemble 
performances, and festivals and will demonstrate successful completion of Instrumental Music III 
student learning expectations. Instrumental Music II is a prerequisite for this course. 
 
Instrumental Music IV 
Grade Level: 12  Credit: 1 Unit     
Length: 1 Year   Prerequisites: Instrumental Music III 
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Course Description: Instrumental Music IV is a two-semester course designed for students who have 
successfully completed Instrumental Music III. Instrumental Music IV students will internalize music 
fundamentals and instrumental techniques pertaining to brass, woodwind, percussion, and/or string 
instruments in the research, production, performance, and criticism of instrumental music. Students are 
expected to further develop sight-reading and improvisational skills and to apply advanced 
performance techniques in solo, small group, and large group settings. Instrumental Music IV students 
will critique instrumental music performances to a degree that an understanding of the interdependence 
between instrumental music and society is demonstrated. Instrumental Music IV students will regularly 
perform instrumental music in a variety of settings including, but not limited to, concerts, solo and 
ensemble performances, and festivals and will demonstrate successful completion of Instrumental 
Music IV student learning expectations. Instrumental Music III is a prerequisite for this course. 
 
Music Theory 
Grade Level: 9-12   Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year         Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Music Theory is a two-semester course designed for students who have 
successfully completed one year of formal training in music at the high school level. Music Theory is a 
rigorous course designed to expand and to enhance the skills of the serious high school musician. 
Students in Music Theory examine components of music composition, melodic practices, theories of 
harmony, and other musical concepts. Students analyze music from different stylistic periods and 
develop notation, aural, and sight-reading skills. Emphasis is placed upon the application of rhythm, 
melody, harmony, form, and other compositional devices into original compositions. One year of formal 
training in music at the high school level is a prerequisite for this course. 
 
AP Music Theory 
Grade Level: 10-12 Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year   Prerequisites: 80% on a pre-entry skills test 
 
Course Description: AP Music Theory integrates aspects of harmony, melody, texture, rhythm, form, 
musical analysis, elementary composition, and, to some extent, history and style. Musicianship skills 
such as dictation and other listening skills, sight-singing, and keyboard harmony are considered an 
important part of the theory course. The student’s ability to read and write musical notation is 
fundamental to such a course.  It is also recommended that the student will have acquired at least 
basic performance skills in voice or on an instrument. 
 
Vocal Music I 
Grade Level: 9-12    Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year         Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Vocal Music I is a two-semester course designed to teach students music 
fundamentals and vocal music techniques. Vocal Music I students are expected to develop beginning 
performance techniques in solo, small group, and large group settings, with emphasis on reading and 
performing vocally using appropriate articulation, dynamics, and interpretive skills. Students will critique 
and reflect on their own performances and the performances of others. Students will perform vocal 
music in a variety of settings including, but not limited to, concerts, solo and ensemble performances, 
and festivals. Students will make connections between music traditions and other arts, disciplines, and 
cultures. Students will apply rudiments of vocal music and fundamentals of creative expression to 
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performance and will demonstrate successful completion of Vocal Music I student learning 
expectations. 
Vocal Music II/Advanced Vocal Music  
Grade Level: 10-12  Credit: 1 Unit     
Length: 1 Year  Prerequisites: Vocal Music I 
 
Course Description: Vocal Music II is a two-semester course designed for students who have 
successfully completed Vocal Music I. Vocal Music II students shall further expand their knowledge of 
music fundamentals and vocal techniques. Students are expected to develop advanced performance 
techniques in solo, small group, and large group settings with greater emphasis on reading and 
performing vocally using appropriate articulation, dynamics, and interpretative skills. Vocal Music II 
students will critique vocal music performances and reflect upon the impact of vocal music upon society 
as well as societal influences on vocal music. Students will regularly perform vocally in a variety of 
settings including, but not limited to, concerts, solo and ensemble performances, and festivals and will 
demonstrate successful completion of Vocal Music II student learning expectations. Vocal Music I is a 
prerequisite for this course. 
 
Art I 
Grade Level: 9-12    Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year          Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Art I is a two-semester course designed to teach students to apply the elements 
of art and principles of design to the creative process. Art I students are expected to use a variety of 
media, techniques, processes, and tools to compose original works of art that demonstrate 
understanding of the elements of art and principles of design, awareness of aesthetic concerns, and 
the ability to communicate ideas through artwork. Students will critique and reflect on their artwork and 
the art of others. Students will exhibit artwork and will assemble portfolios that demonstrate successful 
completion of Art I student learning expectations. 
 
Art II 
Grade Level: 10-12     Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year  Prerequisites: Art I or Painting & Drawing 
 
Course Description: Art II is a two-semester course designed for students who have successfully 
completed Art I. Art II students shall further expand their knowledge of the elements of art and 
principles of design through the research, production, and criticism of visual art. Students are expected 
to use a broad variety of media, techniques, processes, and tools to create original, complex 
compositions that reflect personal growth, solve visual art problems, and communicate ideas. Students 
will critique artwork and reflect on the impact of art upon society as well as societal influences on art. 
Students will exhibit artwork and will assemble portfolios that reflect personal growth and demonstrate 
successful completion of Art II student learning expectations. Art I is a prerequisite for this course. 
 
Studio Art 2-D 
Grade Level: 9-12   Credit: ½ Unit  
Length: ½ Year          Prerequisites: Art I 
                  
Course Description: Studio Art 2-D is a teacher-directed and/or student-directed course in which 
students further explore, apply, and move toward mastery of the elements of art and principles of 
design in specific areas of art, such as painting, drawing, printmaking, digital art, photography, mixed 
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media, surface design, or other 2-D media. Student art will demonstrate evidence of complex problem-
solving skills, higher order thinking, risk taking, imagination, and innovation. Students will exhibit art 
and will assemble portfolios that reflect personal growth in media, techniques, processes, and tools 
used to create complex 2-D compositions. Student compositions will cover a breadth of media and 
subject matter and will demonstrate successful completion of Studio Art 2-D student learning 
expectations.  
 
Studio Art 3D 
Grade Level: 9-12    Credit: ½ Unit  
Length: ½ Year          Prerequisites: Art I & Studio 2-D 
 
Course Description: Studio Art 3-D is a teacher-directed and/or student-directed course in which 
students further explore, apply, and move toward mastery of the elements of art and principles of 
design in specific areas of art, such as ceramics, jewelry, mosaics, fiber arts, sculptures, mixed media, 
altered books, or other 3-D media. Student art will demonstrate evidence of complex problem-solving 
skills, higher order thinking, risk taking, imagination, and innovation. Students will exhibit art and will 
assemble portfolios that reflect personal growth in the media, techniques, process, and tools used to 
create complex 3-D compositions. Student compositions will cover a breadth of media and subject 
matter and will demonstrate successful completion of Studio Art 3-D student learning expectations. 
 
 
 

Health & Wellness 
 
 
Health and Safety 
Grade Level: 9-12    Credit: ½ Unit  
Length: ½ Year        Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Health and Safety courses will provide content and learning experiences in 
nutrition, disease prevention, human growth and development, healthy life skills, personal health and 
safety, community health and promotion, decision making skills, interpersonal communication skills, 
and information regarding the use and abuse of medications, alcohol, tobacco and other drugs. The 
course content will focus on personal health and wellness and the practice of health enhancing 
behaviors to avoid or reduce health risks.  This course encompasses the Health and Safety Content 
Standards defined by the Arkansas Physical Education and Health Curriculum Framework. Required 
for graduation. 
 
Physical Education 
Grade Level: 9-12   Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year        Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Physical Education courses include a planned curriculum that provides content 
and learning experiences in basic motor and movement skills as they apply to physical activity, health 
related physical fitness, and lifetime sports and recreation.  This course encompasses the Physical 
Education Content Standards defined by the Arkansas Physical Education and Health Curriculum 
Framework. ½ Unit required for graduation.  
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Career & Technical Education 
Computer Science 

 
The Arkansas Computer Science Standards for High School are designed to provide foundational 
understandings of concepts in computer science that are necessary for students to function in an ever-changing 
technological world.  Through these standards, students will explore, apply, and move toward mastery in skills 
and concepts related to Computational Thinking and Problem Solving; Data and Information; Algorithms and 
Programs; Computers and Communications; and Community, Global, and Ethical Impacts.  These standards   
help students learn to accomplish tasks and solve problems independently and collaboratively.  These standards 
give students the tools and skills needed to be successful in college and careers, whether in computer science 
or in other fields. 
 
Mobile Application Development – Level 1 
Grade Level: 9-12  Credit: ½ Unit  
Length: ½ Year  Prerequisites: Keyboarding 
Certification(s) can be earned 
 
Course Description: This is a semester course designed to prepare students with an introduction to 
mobile application development and lay a foundation with skills that are necessary to live and work in a 
technological society.  Emphasis is given to programming/coding and student project areas will reflect 
that. 
 
Mobile Application Development – Level 2 
Grade Level: 9-12  Credit: ½ Unit  
Length: ½ Year  Prerequisites: Keyboarding 
Certification(s) can be earned 

 
Course Description: This is a semester course designed to build on students’ basic knowledge of 
mobile application development and continue building skills that are necessary to live and work in a 
technological society.  Emphasis is given to programming/coding and student project areas will reflect 
that. 
 
Course Additions coming in Fall 2020 
Mobile Application Development – Level 3 
Grade Level: 9-12  Credit: ½ Unit  
Length: ½ Year  Prerequisites: Keyboarding 
Certification(s) can be earned 

 
Mobile Application Development – Level 4 
Grade Level: 9-12  Credit: ½ Unit  
Length: ½ Year  Prerequisites: Keyboarding 
Certification(s) can be earned 
 
 
 

Career & Technical Education 
Business 
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Survey of Business 
Grade Level: 9-12  Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year  Prerequisites: Keyboarding 
Microsoft Certification can be earned 
 
Course Description: Survey of Business is a two-semester course designed to prepare students with 
an introduction to business applications that are necessary to live and work in a technological society. 
Emphasis is given to hardware, concepts, and business uses of applications. The business 
applications covered are word processing, database, spreadsheet, telecommunications, presentation, 
and Web page design. 
 
Social Media & Communications 
Grade Level: 9-12  Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year  Prerequisites: Survey of Business 
 
Course Description:  This is a two-semester project-based course that enhances technology skills, 
job search and employability skills along with communication skills.  Students will create an online 
electronic career portfolio focused on an individual career path, create social media and viral marketing 
campaigns, participate in video conferencing, cloud-based collaboration, and learn and practice other 
workplace related communication technologies and channels.  Students will apply verbal and nonverbal 
communication skills related to both spoken and written communications; technology will be used to 
enhance these skills.  Productivity programs and apps will be used to teach time management, 
organization and collaboration skills, cloud storage and computing,  Students will also create career-
related documents according to professional layout and design principles, and will also learn the photo 
and video editing skills needed to create promotional an informational business communications and 
viral marketing campaigns. 
 
Marketing 
Grade Level: 9-12  Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year  Prerequisites: Survey of Business 
 
Course Description:  Marketing is a two-semester course designed to provide students with the 
fundamental concepts, principles, skills, and attitudes common to the field of marketing.  Instructions 
will focus on market types, market analysis, consumer types, planning promotion, buying, pricing, 
distribution, finance, trends, and careers.  Although it is not mandatory, many students can benefit from 
the on-the-job training component (cooperative education of this course.  The student’s job must relate 
to his/her career objective. 
 
 
 

Career & Technical Education 
Agriculture 

 
Survey of Agriculture  
Grade Level:  9-12     Credit:  1 Unit 
Length:  1 Year    Prerequisite:  None 
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Course Description:  A foundation course for all agriculture programs of study. Topics covered 
include:  general agriculture, FFA, leadership, supervised agricultural experience, animal systems, 
plant systems, agribusiness systems, food products & processing systems, biotechnology, natural 
resources systems, environmental service systems & power, structural &technical systems. 

Program Structure  
The FFA Organization is an integral part of the total Agriculture Education program along with 
classroom instruction and student supervised agricultural experiences. 
 
Agriculture Mechanics   
Grade Level:  10-12     Credit:  1 Unit 
Length:  1 Year     Prerequisites:  Survey of Agriculture  
 
Course Description: This course connects scientific principles with mechanical skills. The course will 
develop understanding and skills in the traditional areas of agricultural mechanics including the 
following: safety, metal technology, small engines, graphics, tool maintenance, woodworking, concrete 
and masonry, electricity, plumbing, and surveying. Supervised experience and FFA will be integrated, 
as appropriate throughout. 
 
Agriculture Metals   
Grade Level:  10-12     Credit:  1 Unit 
Length:  1 Year     Prerequisites:  Survey of Agriculture, Agriculture Mechanics  
 
Course Description:  This course covers safety, technical information, and metal fabrication concepts. 
The course will develop knowledge and skill in the following areas:  tool fitting, metals and metal work, 
metal fasteners, advanced oxyacetylene welding and cutting, and arc welding applications, including 
SMAW, GMAW, TIG and plasma arc processes. Supervised experience and FFA will be integrated, as 
appropriate throughout the course. 

Animal Science   
Grade Level:  10-12     Credit:  1 Unit 
Length:  1 Year    Prerequisites:  Survey of Agriculture  
 
Course Description:  The course is structured to enable all students to have an overview of the 
Animal Industry. Topics covered in Animal Science include the Animal Industry, Animal Handling and 
Safety, Animal Anatomy/Physiology, Animal Nutrition Animal Reproduction, Genetics, Animal Health, 
Animal Products, and Marketing.  Opportunities are provided for students to participate in FFA and 
supervised experience activities. 

Agricultural Structures 
Grade Level: 10-12   Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year       Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Students will be introduced to basic practices used in farm building and 
construction of facilities for the farm.  A more in-depth look will be given to the technical areas of the 
agriculture structural industry.  Topics will include FFA, SAEs, safety, planning, tools, basic 
construction, surveying, concrete and masonry structures, basic carpentry, plumbing, electricity, metal 
fabrication, and painting and finishing. 
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Career & Technical Education 
Family and Consumer Sciences 

 
Family and Consumer Science 
Grade Level: 9-12     Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year          Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Family and Consumer Science is designed to provide students with the basic 
information and skills needed to function effectively in the family and the workforce, within a complex 
and changing society.  Emphasis is given to the development of competencies related to Family, 
Career, and Community Leaders of America; individual and family relationships, healthy lifestyle 
choices; housing and interior design; garment care, selection and construction; the physical, emotional, 
social and intellectual development of children; nutrition, meal planning, food preparation and food 
service; home management, money management.  Upon completion of this course, the student should 
have developed skills that promote a positive influence on the quality of life. 
 
Housing and Interior Design 
Grade Level: 9-12  Credit: ½ Unit  
Length: ½ Year  Prerequisites: Family and Consumer Science 
 
Course Description: Housing and Interior Design focuses on personal and family housing needs, 
options for meeting those needs, and the impact of the housing industry on the economy.  Attention is 
given to student competencies addressing housing needs, trends, finance, construction and artful 
principles as applied to housing.  Other topics emphasize competencies related to management of 
furnishings and appliances, conservation, green design, home technology, and career opportunities in 
housing.  Students achieving these competencies will develop an appreciation for housing and interior 
design.  Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to make informed decisions 
in securing and maintaining a personal or family home. 
 
Clothing Management 
Grade Level: 9-12  Credit: ½ Unit  
Length: ½ Year  Prerequisites: Family and Consumer Science 
 
Course Description: Course Description: Experience in the Clothing Management course are 
designed to assist students in developing skills necessary for decision making as a clothing consumer 
and for understanding the role of the clothing and textile industry in the economy.  Emphasis is given to 
the development of competencies related to clothing selection, clothing needs of family members, 
clothing care, characteristics of natural and synthetic fibers, types of fabrics and fabric finishes, laws 
and regulations related to the clothing and textiles industry, use and care of basic sewing supplies and 
equipment, fabric selection, clothing construction techniques, jobs and careers in clothing and textiles, 
computer use in clothing and textiles, and effects of technology on the clothing and textiles industry.  
Upon completion of this course, the student should acquire skills needed for clothing and textiles 
occupations and develop knowledge of the impact of technology on the clothing and textiles industry. 
 
Parenting & Child Development 
Grade Level: 9-12     Credit: 1 Unit  
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Length: ½ Year         Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description:  Child Development and Parenting focuses on skills needed to guide the 
physical, intellectual, emotional, and social development of children.  Emphasis is given to the 
development of competencies related to the study of children, pregnancy and prenatal development, 
birth and the newborn, types of growth and development, stages of growth and development, needs of 
children, factors influencing the behavior of children, children with special needs, coping with crises, the 
effects of technology on child development, and careers related to the are of child 
development.  Experiences are designed to assist students in developing an understanding of the 
parenting process and of parenting skills.  Competencies developed in this course will be useful to 
anyone who lives with, associates with, or works with children.  Emphasis in this course is given to the 
development of competencies related to the parenthood decision, costs of having and raising a child, 
the promotion of child growth and development, effects of heredity and environment on development, 
rights and responsibilities of parents and children, providing nurturance, guidance techniques for 
promoting positive behavior, prevention of child abuse and neglect, promoting health and safety of 
children, caring for the sick or injured child, parenting a "special needs" child, helping children cope 
with crises, choosing professionals to help with parting problems, selection of child-care services, and 
jobs and careers in child and family services. 
 
Food Nutrition & Safety 
Grade Level: 9-12    Credit: 1 Unit  
Length: ½ Year         Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description:  This course focuses on the development of essential food safety practices 
needed to select receive, store, prepare, and serve food, as well as the skills needed to select food 
which meets nutritional needs of individuals and families.  Students will learn to create and implement 
an environment of food safety procedures based on the latest FDA Food Code and local 
regulations.  Emphasis is given to the development of competencies related to nutrition, weight control, 
the food consumer, and the effect of technology on food and nutrition.  With completion of this course, 
students should be able to apply sound sanitation practices, and to apply sound nutritional practices 
which will have a positive effect on their health.  Skills learned are applicable to the National Restaurant 
Association, ServSafe Certification. 
 
 
 

Additional Courses 
 
Yearbook 
Grade Level: 10-12 Credit: 0 Unit  
Length: 1 Year  **Admin Approval Required 
 
Course Description: This course will earn 1 community service unit the first time a student is enrolled.  
Students will produce a creative, innovative yearbook with records, school memories, and events. 
 
Athletics 
Grade Level: 9-12 Credit: 0 Unit  
Length: 1 Year  Prerequisites: None 
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Course Description: Students interested in participating in team sports have the option of enrolling in 
football, basketball, and volleyball.  Baseball, softball, golf, cheerleading, and track are all offered as 
after school. 
 
Aide 
Grade Level: 11-12  Credit: 0 Unit  
Length: 1 Year  **Admin Approval Required 
 
Course Description:  This course is designed to allow students an opportunity to develop strong 
communication and organizational skills within the school district and community organizations.  This 
will prepare the students to be successful in their post-secondary endeavors. 
 
 
 

Concurrent Course Credits 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WATC (course names vary) 
Grade Level: 11-12  Credit: 1 unit per college course 
Length: ½ Year  **Admin Approval Required 
 
Course Description:  LHS juniors and seniors are eligible to enroll in the technology program (not 
offered on the LHS campus) at the Western Arkansas Technology Center. The technical center on the 
UAFS campus will offer afternoon and morning classes for 11th and 12th grade students in the following 
programs: Health Occupations, Computer-Aided Drafting and Design, Machine Tool Technology, 
Computer Repair Technology, Electronics Technology, and Automotive Technology. Those students 
wishing to enroll in WATC during the morning will need to provide their own transportation to and from 
school. WATC is also offered in the afternoon with school providing transportation. 
 
 
 
 
 
                              
 
 
 
Enrollment for concurrent courses through UAFS/ATU Russellville occurs in early spring of the 
previous school year.  Each student must submit an Admission Form and Participation Agreement to 
the university through the LHS office.   
 
ATU Russellville Courses 
 
English Comp I 
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Grade Level: 12      Credit: 1 High School Unit & 3 College Hours  Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: Admission requirements and course description can be found at www.atu.edu.  
 
English Comp II 
Grade Level: 12      Credit: 1 High School Unit & 3 College Hours  Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: Admission requirements and course description can be found at www.atu.edu.  
 
Oral Communications 
Grade Level: 12      Credit: 1 High School Unit & 3 College Hours  Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: Admission requirements and course description can be found at www.atu.edu.  
 
U.S. History to 1877 
Grade Level: 11-12      Credit: 1 High School Unit & 3 College Hours  Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: Admission requirements and course description can be found at www.atu.edu.  
 
U.S. History since 1877 
Grade Level: 11-12      Credit: 1 High School Unit & 3 College Hours  Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: Admission requirements and course description can be found at www.atu.edu.  
 
Experiencing Art 
Grade Level: 12      Credit: 1 High School Unit & 3 College Hours  Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: Admission requirements and course description can be found at www.atu.edu.  
 
College Algebra 
Grade Level: 12      Credit: 1 High School Unit & 3 College Hours  Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: Admission requirements and course description can be found at www.atu.edu.  
 
World History to 1500 
Grade Level: 12      Credit: 1 High School Unit & 3 College Hours  Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: Admission requirements and course description can be found at www.atu.edu.  
 
World History since 1500 
Grade Level: 12      Credit: 1 High School Unit & 3 College Hours  Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: Admission requirements and course description can be found at www.atu.edu.  
 
Beginning Spanish I 
Grade Level: 12      Credit: 1 High School Unit & 3 College Hours  Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: Admission requirements and course description can be found at www.atu.edu.  
 
Beginning Spanish II 
Grade Level: 12      Credit: 1 High School Unit & 3 College Hours  Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: Admission requirements and course description can be found at www.atu.edu.  
 
 
UAFS Courses 
 
Probability and Statistics 
Grade Level: 12      Credit: 1 High School Unit & 3 College Hours  Length: ½  Year 

http://www.atu.edu/
http://www.uafs.edu/
http://www.uafs.edu/
http://www.atu.edu/
http://www.atu.edu/
http://www.uafs.edu/
http://www.uafs.edu/
http://www.uafs.edu/
http://www.uafs.edu/
http://www.uafs.edu/
http://www.uafs.edu/
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Prerequisites: Admission requirements and course description can be found at www.uafs.edu.  
 
Plane Trigonometry 
Grade Level: 12      Credit: 1 High School Unit & 3 College Hours  Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: Admission requirements and course description can be found at www.uafs.edu.  
 
Psychology  
Grade Level: 12      Credit: 1 High School Unit & 3 College Hours  Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: Admission requirements and course description can be found at www.uafs.edu.  
 
Sociology 
Grade Level: 12      Credit: 1 High School Unit & 3 College Hours  Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: Admission requirements and course description can be found at www.uafs.edu.  
 
Philosophy 
Grade Level: 12      Credit: 1 High School Unit & 3 College Hours  Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: Admission requirements and course description can be found at www.uafs.edu.  
 
Humanities 
Grade Level: 12      Credit: 1 High School Unit & 3 College Hours  Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: Admission requirements and course description can be found at www.uafs.edu.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.uafs.edu/
http://www.uafs.edu/
http://www.uafs.edu/
http://www.uafs.edu/
http://www.uafs.edu/
http://www.uafs.edu/
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Career and Technical Educational Completer Requirements 
 

Students enrolled at Lavaca High School have the opportunity to receive recognition as a “Career & 
Technical Education Completer.”  To earn completer status, the student must successfully complete a 
specified, sequence of courses and graduate from Lavaca High School. Upon completion of the 
requirements, the student will earn a gold seal for their permanent records from the Department of 
Workforce Education. Completer recognition is only available through the following programs: Agriculture, 
Business, Family & Consumer Sciences, Computer Science, and Western Arkansas Technical Center.   

 
Agriculture 

To become a completer in Power, Structural, and Technical Systems the student must take Survey 
of Agriculture and Agriculture Mechanics.   In addition, the student must also take 1 full unit from the 
following: 
Animal Science 1 unit Agriculture Metals 1 unit 
Small Engine Technology 1 unit Leadership and Communications 1 unit 
AgriBusiness Management 1 unit Agricultural Structural Systems 1 unit 
Agriculture Electricity 1 unit   

 
Or 

To become a completer in Animal Systems the student must take Survey of Agriculture and Animal 
Science.   In addition, the student must also take 1 full unit from the following: 
Animal Science 1 unit Agriculture Metals 1 unit 
Small Engine Technology 1 unit Leadership and Communications 1 unit 
AgriBusiness Management 1 unit Agricultural Structural Systems 1 unit 
Agriculture Electricity 1 unit   

 
Business 

To become a completer in Social Media Communications, the student must take Social Media & 
Communications and Survey of Business.  In addition, the student must also take 1 full unit from the 
following: 
Marketing 1 unit Mobile Application Development 1 ½ unit 
  Mobile Application Development 2 ½ unit 

 
Computer Science 

To become a completer in Programming & Software Development, the student must take Mobile 
Application Development Level 1 & 2.  In addition, the student must also take 2 full units from the 
following: 
Mobile Application Development 3 ½ unit Computer Science Internship 1 ½  unit 
Mobile Application Development 4 ½ unit Computer Science Internship 2 ½  unit 
Computer Science Independent Study 1 ½ unit   
Computer Science Independent Study 2 ½ unit   

 
Family and Consumer Science 

To become a completer in Family and Community Science, the student must take Family and 
Consumer Science.  In addition, the student must also take 2 full units from the following:          
Housing and Interior Design ½ unit Clothing Management ½ unit 
Food Nutrition and Safety 1 unit Parenting and Child Development 1 unit 

 



33 

Tests for College Bound Students 
 
PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) 
The PSAT/NMSQT measures verbal and mathematical reasoning abilities. It serves three purposes: 
• allows students to compare their academic abilities with other college-bound students at their specific     
  grade level 
• familiarizes students with the SAT 
• allows college-bound juniors to compete for National Merit Scholarship Recognition 
 
The test is offered to all sophomores each fall. 
 
To make the best possible use of PSAT/NMSQT results, review the “Report of Student Answers” to 
determine how you performed on each type of question. Noting the kinds of mistakes made can help 
you identify your areas of weakness and assist you in planning SAT preparation. 
 
COLLEGE ADMISSION TESTS 
Different colleges require different admission tests. To find out which tests are required, you should 
check the catalogs or web sites of any colleges to which you plan to apply.  
 
Most colleges require the scores of the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT) or the ACT (American 
College Testing Program). 
 
Application forms for the tests are available in the counseling office or online. It is your responsibility to 
have your scores sent directly to the colleges of your choice from the testing agency. 
 
SAT (Scholastic Assessment Test) 
Many two and four-year colleges require SAT scores as part of their admissions requirements. The 
SAT covers three parts: verbal, mathematics, and a test of standard written English. The verbal and 
mathematics scores are reported in a range of 200 – 800 with 500 being the median score. The 
admission score varies among colleges. If you plan to attend college, you are encouraged to take the 
test at the end of the junior year or early in the senior year. 
 
If you are applying to a military academy, you must take the SAT in your junior year.  
 
The SAT is given seven times a year. Testing dates are found on the College Board website or in the 
counseling office. 
 
 
ACT (American College Testing Program) 
Some colleges require ACT scores as part of their admissions requirement. The ACT assessment 
covers four subject areas: English, mathematics, social studies, and natural science. The scores are 
reported for each subject area plus a composite score. The composite score ranges from 1 to 36 with 
19 being average. The admission score varies among colleges. The ACT is offered seven times a year. 
It is recommended that students take the test near the end of the junior year or early in the senior year.  
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College Credit and Placement Tests 

 
ACH (Achievement Tests) 
The more selective colleges usually require the scores of two or more College Board Achievement 
Tests as part of the admissions process. These tests are one-hour multiple choice tests that measure 
the student’s knowledge of a particular subject and his/her ability to apply that knowledge. The 
Achievement Tests are used by some colleges for placement. These tests are offered in several 
subject areas. You should take the appropriate test at the completion of the course. Any student 
considering taking the achievement tests should schedule a planning session with the counselor. 
 
AP (Advanced Placement) Examinations 
Advanced Placement Examinations are based upon college-level courses taught in high school. They 
may enable the student to receive college credit, advanced placement, or both. Scores are reported on 
a five-point scale, with five being the highest score. A score of three or better is generally accepted for 
advanced placement and college credit by many colleges. Check with the college you plan to attend for 
their policy. By exempting several freshman-level courses in this way, a student may realize substantial 
savings in college costs. AP teachers and counselors will advise students about the AP courses and 
the AP examinations. 
 
CLEP (College Level Examination Program) 
CLEP provides an opportunity for individuals who have acquired certain knowledge outside the 
traditional classroom to earn college credit examination. The scores range from 200 – 800. Some 
colleges give credit for scores above 500 enabling students to skip certain courses. Before participating 
in the program, you should check the policy of the prospective college regarding the granting of CLEP 
credit and consult your high school counselor. 
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Preparing For the ACT 

• The English test measures how well you understand concepts including punctuation, grammar 
and sentence structure. It also asks you to make the kinds of decisions that good writers make 
about style and organization. 

• The Math test focuses on solving practical quantitative problems. It does not test your 
knowledge of formulas or how well you can perform computations. The Math test includes 
material on algebra, geometry, and trigonometry. Math questions may include diagrams or 
concepts, or may be in the form of a story.  

• The Reading test measures reading comprehension and your skills in reasoning. Reasoning is 
your ability to find meaning in text passages by drawing conclusions and making comparisons 
based on what the passage explicitly states. The nature of the passages is typical of what you 
would find in college textbooks, and the subjects include prose fiction, humanities, the social 
sciences and the natural sciences.  

• The Science Reasoning test measures how well you can interpret, analyze, evaluate, reason, 
and solve problems in the natural sciences. It may contain graphs, tables, research results 
from experiments, or hypotheses and opinions. The questions may come from biology, 
physical science, chemistry or physics.  

 

Key Subjects: 

English 9, English 10, English 11, English 12 

Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, PreCal/Trig, 

Physical Science, Biology, Chemistry, Physics 
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Test Dates for 2019-2020 

 
Test Date Registration Deadline (Late Deadline) 

September 14 August 16 August 30 
October 26 September 20 October 4 

December 14 November 8 November 22 
February 8 January 10 January 17 

April 4 February 28 March 13 
June 13 May 8 May 22 
July 18 June 19 June 26 

 
 
 
 
Sophomores &/or Juniors must take the ACT by December of the 
current school year to register for concurrent courses the following 
year. 

 
 
 

To register for the ACT test – visit 
www.actstudent.org  

 
 

  

http://www.actstudent.org/
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Visit www.actstudent.org 
 
  

 
 Test Prep 

o Test Day Checklist 
o Test Tips 
o Test Descriptions 

 Scores 
 College Planning 
 Financial Aid 
 Career Planning 

 
 

Receive Alerts and Tips for Success 
Sign up to receive the latest news about The ACT, including registration reminders and other 
helpful information to prepare students for college and career success. 
 

 

 
 
Struggling to define your future career path? Not sure what life after high school looks like? 
Check out ACT Profile a free online tool that helps students answer that all-famous question: 
“What do I want to do?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.act.org/profile/
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Scholarship Information 
 
Tassel Time 
Lavaca High School is providing access to the Tassel Time website for students and families.  This site 
provides links to scholarship planning, applications, and college admission information.  There is also 
valuable information about planning for the ACT. 
 
 

Visit www.tasseltime.com and select the member log-in. 
 

Username: lavaca 
Password: arrows 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Local Scholarships 
Local scholarship applications are made available to seniors each year.  The application will be posted 
to Google Classroom and information for digital submission provided to seniors.   
 
 

http://www.tasseltime.com/


 
 
 
 

 
ALMA MATER 

 
Lavaca High we honor thee 

 
With love and grace and majesty 

 
Our alma mater till we die 

 
Oh hear our voices when we cry 

 
Lavaca High, Lavaca High 

 
We pledge our loyalty. 
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Stay current with what’s happening at… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Current event emails   
 Email the principal at 

felicia.owen@lavacaschools.com to subscribe to 
weekly emails. 

 

 Facebook 
 Like Lavaca High School 

 

 Instagram  
 Follow lhsgoldenarrows 

 
 Remind 

 Text @lavaca to (479) 668-2335 
or 

 Email lavaca@mail.remind.com 
 

 Website 
 View the Lavaca High tab on the district website 

at www.lavacaschools.com  
 

Lavaca High School ~ 311 Holly Street ~ Lavaca, AR  72941 
479-674-5612 phone ~ 479-674-0087 fax 

 

Principal: Mrs. Felicia Owen 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lavaca-Public-Schools/209088679127199
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=email&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=CqUmnEW5upzSHM&tbnid=enbeDF7KiOJzUM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.exacttarget.com/blog/91-of-consumers-use-email-at-least-daily/&ei=Fct6U7fIEKrlsATG_oHYAg&bvm=bv.67229260,d.b2k&psig=AFQjCNHjGSLpYl70xt9yr-wJrxPnxhNvKg&ust=1400642700900712
mailto:felicia.owen@lavacaschools.com
mailto:lavaca@mail.remind.com
http://www.lavacaschools.com/
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