Dodge City Public Schools
USD 443

BEESON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
STUDENT
HANDBOOK
(BOE Policy EDA/BDC/JAA)

2020-2021

Martha Mendoza
1700 W. Beeson Rd.
Dodge City Ks, 67801
620-471-2113

1

Welcome from the
Principal
Dear Parents/Guardians:
Welcome to Beeson Elementary! I am energized and deeply committed to making a positive difference in
the lives of children.
Allow me to share a little about myself. I was born in Durango, Mexico and came to the United States as a
second grader. School became my first love, and I credit my second grade teacher for the person I am
today. I am a Dodge City High School graduate and have been employed by this amazing district since
1993. I have served students as a tutor, paraprofessional, substitute, teacher, interventions coordinator,
assistant principal, and now as a proud Beeson principal. I am married and have three children.
Spending time with my family is definitely my favorite hobby.
It is my intent and will work diligently to continue to move forward with our schools’ Mission and Vision.
Mission: Beeson Elementary instills a love of learning in a safe and diverse environment
where we connect our students with their futures to create responsible and productive
global citizens.
Vision: We learn and grow as we teach our students so that their experiences at Beeson
help them learn and grow to change the world.

During the elementary years, it is the perfect time to embrace the love of reading and mathematics-two
subjects fundamental to lifelong learning! We have many exciting learning opportunities planned for our
students. However, we do need your help! We invite you to become an active participant in our school
community. Research tells us that children are more successful when parents/guardians are actively
involved in their child’s school life.
Beeson Elementary School will continue to be a safe learning environment. Building, lunchroom, and
playground rules are included in this handbook. Please read and discuss the discipline section with your
student. Classroom rules and procedures will also be discussed in their classrooms.
It is our desire to keep you informed of all that is taking place in school. Please make sure your address,
email, phone numbers and emergency contact numbers are up to date. This year you may also find out
what is happening at school via texts and alerts through the USD 443 app. You can also find us on
Facebook-Beeson Elementary and on Twitter-@BeesonBulldogs.
I am looking forward to meeting all of you! Please feel free to call or visit if you have any questions,
comments, compliments or concerns. We are here for you!

Sincerely,
Martha Y. Mendoza, Principal
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Beeson Elementary School
Mission Statement
Beeson Elementary instills a love of learning in a safe and diverse environment where
we connect our students with their futures to create responsible and productive global
citizens.

VISION: We learn and grow as we teach our students so that their experiences
at Beeson help them learn and grow to change the world.
Beeson’s Collective Commitments:
1. If we are a school that celebrates and embraces diversity in all forms then
we must incorporate our students’ culture into our instruction.
2. If we are a school that supports growth of the whole child, we need
improved unity between specialist teachers, grade level teachers, and
special education teachers. All content areas are important in
developing the student as a holistic life-long learner.
3. *If we are a school where we embrace diversity in culture, academics,
and social-emotional needs, then we must agree to teach to the whole
student.
4. If we are to be a school where the environment is safe, then we must
agree to develop deep relationships that allow us to be firm, fair and
consistent.
5. *If we are to be a school where students are responsible and productive
global citizens, then we must teach self-sufficiency, self-reliance, and
initiative.
6. *If we are to be a school where we create responsible/productive global
citizens then we must agree to develop an environment where we
embrace mistakes and create a growth mindset.
7. *If we are to be a school where we implement best practices, then we
must agree to have professional development that is geared towards the
needs of our students.
8. *If we are to be a school where we provide our students with
differentiated instruction, then we must agree to understand the content
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that is taught prior to our grade level as well as the grade after and
understand our current data.
9. *If we are going to be a school where students develop a love of learning
then we must know our students and their interests provide instruction at
student’s level and learning style, recognize achievements, and be willing
to play and learn.

SITE COUNCIL
The purpose of the Site Council is to provide advice and counsel to the school in a
variety of ways, including managing the school fundraising treasurers. The council
serves as a liaison between the school, school organizations, the community and the
local Board of Education by collecting and disseminating information about school
improvement. An annual report is sent to the Board of Education every year.
Site Council will meet quarterly. If you are interested in joining us, please contact the
office. It is an open meeting and everyone is welcome.

PARENT/TEACHER ORGANIZATION
We are proud of our Parent-Teacher Organization, the Beeson Bulldog Club (BBC). All
parents and staff members are welcome. Our parents, in cooperation with school staff,
will provide many services for our students. These include, but not limited to: sponsoring
school parties, assisting with field trips, fundraising, school t-shirts sales, etc.
We invite you to become involved in this important organization. We meet at the same
time as the Site Council.

DAILY SCHEDULE (SCHOOLS HOURS)
8:00 – 3:15 pm

ATTENDANCE

(Kansas Statute 72-1106 School term)

A school term during which public school shall be maintained in each school year by
each school district organized under the laws of this state shall consist of not less than
1,116 hours.
Absences will be recorded for the AM and PM sessions. If students are out of class
more than 2 hours (half of the morning session) the time gone will be counted as a 1/2
day absence. Attendance will be taken in the morning by the teachers. The office staff
or nurse checking students in or out will record the half-day/full-day absences during the
day, if it changes from the first recorded absence in the morning. Absences will be
recorded in Skyward. Tardies and early releases will also be recorded in Skyward.
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TARDIES/EARLY DISMISSAL
To increase student’s academic skills, it is important for students to be at school and on
time daily. Students who arrive after the start of the day must stop in the office to sign in
with date, time and reason for tardiness. Students will then give the tardy slip to the
teacher.
Parents requesting release of a student for dental, doctor appointment, or emergencies
should let the teacher or office know prior to the appointment. Parents must come to the
office to sign out and pick up their child. Please try to arrange appointments after school
hours.

MAKE-UP WORK
Students will be permitted one school day to make up missed school work for each
day’s absence. In addition, one day “grace” will be added to this make up time. (For
example, if a child is absent three school days, he/she will have until the close of school
on the fourth day following the absence to make up the work). At the discretion of the
teacher make up work can be given before or following a known absence.

PLAYGROUND RULES









Follow directions of the adults in charge.
Stay in the assigned area.
Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself. Fighting, hitting or throwing of objects
(rocks, sand, etc.), is not permitted.
Swearing, teasing, or obscene gestures, are not allowed.
Use playground equipment appropriately
Line up immediately when the bell rings. Enter the building following the
direction of the supervisor on duty.
Practice good sportsmanship and good manners.
Use all equipment properly and safely.
A. Go down slides correctly. Running up the slide is
prohibited.
B. Swing correctly – do not twist swings, do not run in
front or behind children who are swinging and do not pull
children out of swings.
C. Do not sit on the top of hand walking bars.

BUILDING RULES






Follow directions. Obey every staff member in the building, not just your
own teacher.
Keep your hands, feet, and objects to yourself. No hitting or fighting.
No running in the hallways or classrooms.
Be respectful in your words and actions.
Treat school property, resources and materials responsibly.
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No bullying
No defacing of the building in any way.
No illegal drugs, alcohol or weapons (or look alike toys) will be allowed on school
property.

LUNCH ROOM RULES






Keep hands and feet to yourself while standing in line and at the table.
Eat only your own food.
Stay in your seat unless you have permission to leave the table. Raise your hand
to ask a question or to get up.
No throwing of food, napkins, or other objects
Water is also available along with milk at lunch time.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION RULES







It is recommended to wear a pair of tennis shoes. (Flip-flops or high heels are not
safe).
Listen and follow the teacher’s directions.
No gum or candy in class is allowed.
You must have a note from a parent to be excused from gym class for that
day. For over three days, you must have a doctor's written excuse.
The P.E. teacher will notify parents if a problem should arise in the classroom.
Some gym classes will be held outdoors, please dress accordingly.

PICKING UP STUDENTS AT SCHOOL



If on some rare occasion an emergency arises and the student’s ride for after
school pick-up has not arrived by 3:15 pm student should come to the office.
Students are expected to catch their bus on time at the end of the day. However,
if a student misses their bus they are to come into the office immediately and
notify the secretary or principal. Parents will be called to arrange transportation.

Parking at Beeson Elementary School
Parking of vehicles is not allowed in the following areas:





Fire Lines
Any area that is marked in yellow/red or white paint and says “No Parking”
Bus loading zone
No double parking

Nurse Notes - Cold Weather and Illness
Please be sure your child is dressed for the cold weather. All students will go out for
recess each day weather permitting. Any school cancellations will be announced on the
TV and radio stations. We usually go outside for recess when the temperature and wind
chill are both above 20 degrees.
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With the cold weather, the cold and flu season arrives. Please keep your child home if
they are running a fever, vomiting or have diarrhea. If your child is running a fever of
100.4 or higher, they should be kept home until free from fever for 24 hours. If your child
is experiencing vomiting / diarrhea, they should be kept home until they are symptom
free for 24 hours. After missing school for 3 days or more, they should return to school
with a doctor’s note.
If your child is ill, please notify the school each day by 9:00 a.m. The school will notify
you if your child becomes ill. Update your phone numbers. It is very important to keep
the school office updated on any changes in your emergency numbers! That includes
change of work numbers, cell phones, etc. Thank you for your help in these matters!
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