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Students of the Month-October 2019 
Ag Ed ································· Daniel Quinonez Velez, Luis Rodriguez 

Arts ··········································································· Anna Ridgway 

Business ······················································ Anton Raff, Citlali Real 

Communication Tech ···················· Julissa Orpinel, Wendy Aguilera 

Counseling ··········· Jyles Salomon, Victor Molina, Benjamin Madrid 

ELA ········································· Alan Cruz-Gutierrez, Alden Knedler 

ESL ······················· Bladimira Delreal Soto, Ana Velazquez Lorenzo 

FACS ······································································ Carlos Menjivar 

World Languages ············· Oziel Martinez Mondragon, Arturo Tena 

Ind. Arts ··············································· Cuber Marino, Bianey Avila 

Math ················································· Senoa Martinez, Kaine Culver 

P.E ·················································· Alec Mendoza, Lauren Gleason 

Science ··········································· Anthony Valente, Jenny Botello 

Social Studies ························· Moises Garcia, Sarah Rojas Gonzalez 

Semester Versus Year Long Algebra I 

Year Long Algebra and Semester Algebra’s curriculum are identical.  They are based on the cur-

rent Kansas math standards.  Year Long Algebra was created to help freshman develop stronger 

basic algebraic concepts and increase comprehension of real world application problems.  The 

difference between the two classes is Year Long meets every day for the entire school year and Se-

mester Algebra meets every day for a semester.  This allows the year long classes to have twice as 

much time on each concept.  Last year a new statistics unit was added to the curriculum from the 

updated state standards.  Histograms, box plots, relative frequency, normal distribution, mean, 

median and standard deviation are the main topics in the unit.  Students and teachers enjoyed 

the new unit. 

For the last three years we have also had a semester algebra class that meets every other day for 

the whole year.  The classes are opposite a Physical Earth Science class.  This class takes a science 

approach to many of the algebraic concepts and many labs are completed together.   

-Becky Ginther 

Math Department Head  



Attendance Matters:  The Impact of Tardiness on Student Success 

Good school attendance often starts with smaller steps, such as arriving and leaving on time. At 

Athlos schools, some of the most important learning opportunities for students occur in the morn-

ing where they often participate in class huddles, morning announcements, and develop relation-

ships with their peers. 

Students Who Arrive Late and Leave School Early Miss Out on Key Learning Opportu-

nities 

Chronic tardiness is when students are consistently late to class and can have dramatic results on a 

student’s future education and career. Similarly, students who leave school early miss out on valua-

ble instructional time. 

Students who arrive late and leave early from school miss out on key learning opportunities such 
as morning huddles, morning announcements, academic activities, tests and quizzes, and social in-
teractions with peers. 
Chronically tardy students are more likely to accept that absence altogether is tolerated, often lead-
ing to chronic absenteeism. This not only reflects poorly on the students and the school, but can af-
fect their peers as well. Research has found that not only do students who are chronically tardy per-
form worse on their test scores, but so do their more prompt peers. The less time students spend in 
the classroom means the less they can contribute; often leading to class being disrupted, placing 
group and class projects on hold, and making less significant peer connections. 

How to Encourage Punctuality 

Studies have shown that using praise as a positive reinforcement is an effective strategy for student 
attendance. However, family participation is also key to good attendance for younger students. 
Some of the tips for good attendance include: 

 Establishing and keeping a schedule; children thrive on routine 

 Going to bed and waking up earlier 

 Preparing for the morning the night before by laying out outfits, packing backpacks, and pre-

packing lunches 

If work schedules conflict, investigate other means of transportation, such as carpooling with other 
families 

If your family consistently struggles with school attendance, professionals suggest tracking the aver-

age time you’re late by and adding that time accordingly to your schedule. For example: if you are 

consistently 15 to 30 minutes late in the morning, set your alarm 15 to 30 minutes earlier. Doing 

this creates a cushion of extra time for unexpected delays. 

On Time Students Are Successful Students 

Student attendance is one of the most common predictors of academic achievement. Students who 
(Continued on page 4) 

https://athlosacademies.org/the-impact-of-tardiness-on-student-success/
https://athlosacademies.org/character-huddles/
https://www2.ed.gov/datastory/chronicabsenteeism.html
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/09243453.2012.728135
https://www.teachermagazine.com.au/articles/the-effect-of-student-tardiness-on-learning
https://athlosacademies.org/attendance-matters/


We live in a multilingual world that cannot be ignored.  It is important to learn more 
than one language if we want to succeed in our society.   If we want the next generation 
to be active participants in a multilingual world, dual-language and multicultural edu-
cation is crucial to start learning a second language at a young age.  We understand 
that the sooner a child starts learning a new language, the better he/she will become.  
 
Promoting more spending on foreign-language education and the education of quali-
fied foreign-language teachers needs to increase. More states need to enforce language-
education requirements. Colleges need to recognize the importance of their foreign-
language education programs.  Says Jeremy Engle (New York Times, March 2019). 
 
According to a study from last year, only 20 percent of K-12 students in America study 
a foreign language (compared with an average of 92 percent in Europe). 
 
Fortunately, nationwide, parents and teachers have been leading grass-roots initiatives 
to provide foreign-language learning in public schools, and some universities have in-
stituted innovative language programs. From pre-K to graduate studies, there is a move 
toward holistic language education, based on the notion that learning a language 
should be grounded in the real, everyday use of that language, Says Mr. Engle. 
 

-Maria Rosario Ramirez 
World Language Department Head 

What is the Value of Knowing More Than One Language 

in the 21st Century? 

consistently miss school hours develop habits that will lead into their adult life, affect-
ing their education, career, and social connections. In contrast, students who partici-
pate fully in school activities will have more opportunities to achieve academically, 
make healthy and informed lifestyle choices, and develop Performance Charac-
ter traits. 

Absence and tardiness in the classroom are some of the most challenging and powerful 

factors to student success, but through careful self-examination and a little grit, fami-

lies will find what can be done to improve attendance in the classroom. 

Bennion, Bryan. “Attendance Matters: The Impact of Tardiness on Student Success.” Athlos 
Academies, Bryan Bennion Https://Athlosacademies.org/Wp-Content/Uploads/2017/03/
Athlos-Academies-2.Png, 8 Nov. 2018, https://athlosacademies.org/the-impact-of-tardiness-
on-student-success/. 

-Brian Myers 
Asst. Principal 

(Continued from page 3) 

Attendance Matters, cont. 

https://athlosacademies.org/performance-character/
https://athlosacademies.org/performance-character/


Teenage related stress is in fact a bigger problem than most parents probably know. It is easy for chil-
dren in their teens to be stressed over things that adults might consider petty. There appears to be a 
huge gulf between what stresses children and what parents know to cause stress in children. This cre-
ates a situation where kids can go stressed without their parents knowing. Perhaps the best way to 
guard against unnecessary stress in young people is to know what the stressors and the symptoms of 
stress are. 
 
Stressors can be somewhat linked to causes of stress in teens. These are the different things that hap-
pen in children's lives that can easily induce emotional stress in them. The following are some of the 
top stressors in teenagers. 
 
Relationships 
Dating in particular often leads to teenage stress simply because many teens are driven into relation-
ships by peer pressure more than being ready for it. This places a relatively great amount of responsi-
bility on their lives particularly male teenage children. Dating relationships may also force teenagers 
to impress their dating partner even though this could be clearly beyond their means. This may result 
in emotional stress. Parents have a responsibility to keep an eye and get involved whenever their chil-
dren get into a relationship. 
 
School Workload 
Academic stress is apparently not to do with college students alone as stress statistics would show. 
Even though college freshman stress is widely reported and talked about, teenagers also suffer serious 
stress at school due to different things. Of particular note is homework and exams. These tasks can be 
very stressful to teens to the extent of a complete breakdown. Exams put a tremendous pressure to do 
well amongst peers and to please parents. The thought of consequences associated with failure even 
as an exam approaches can cause anxiety in children. 
 
Financial Problems 
This stressor can be at home in general or at a personal level. Financial problems at home may cause 
thoughts of vulnerability in teens who wonder what their future holds in the face of serious lack at 
home. This is made worse if teens in their active and prime years are no longer able to enjoy things 
that their parents previously could afford. This socially alienates them from their peers leading to 
emotional stress. 
 
Adolescents 
As kids become adolescents, it would be expected that they would enjoy this transition in their life. 
This is not necessarily so and parents need to be aware of this. Changing biological makeup of teens 
can cause them to be a laughing stock among their peers. Not only that, the added responsibility that 
they recognize as coming with their maturity can also be stressful to them. 
 
Symptoms to look out for that may indicate stress in kids includes alcohol consumption, drugs, and 
tobacco use. Kids may also start withdrawing themselves from their peer, family and friends. Stressed 
teen may also become reckless in as far as taking care of their hygiene is concerned. There are a varie-
ty of recommended stress relief activities that parents might consider to help keep teens refreshed, 
focused and energized. 

By: Aurther Shoko 

Retrieved at :    http://voices.yahoo.com/common-teenage-stressors-parents-must-aware-of-10762635.html?cat=72  

-Mike Martinez 
Assoc. Principal 

Common Teenage Stressors Parents Must Be Aware Of 

http://www.quotes-about-stress.com/teenage-stress.php
http://voices.yahoo.com/theme/1394/relationships.html
http://voices.yahoo.com/theme/1394/relationships.html
http://www.quotes-about-stress.com/stress-statistics.php
http://www.quotes-about-stress.com/stress-relief-activities.php
http://voices.yahoo.com/common-teenage-stressors-parents-must-aware-of-10762635.html?cat=72


Counseling News 
This year we have a new counselor at DCHS.  Sarah Kirk is really not new to us.  She has been the 

counselor at our alternative school program but will now be in our building.  She is replacing Debbie 

Lloyd who retired.  Daniel Weiner will be taking Mrs. Kirk position at Stride.  Jennifer Mendoza, 

Melanie Scott, Tara Salmans, Summer Foster and Sharon Stuart are our other counselors.  All stu-

dents are assigned to a counselor who will follow them throughout high school.  When you access 

Skyward, your student’s counselor will be listed under Advisor.  Our counseling staff is available for 

student academic, career, and social/emotional needs.  Lynda Edwards is the secretary for Student 

Services.  She is also the Data Clerk for DCHS. Claudia Solorzano is our registrar.  Also in our office 

are Miguel Vega and Ana Rodriguez Moreno who are Family Liaisons.  Ana is new to our office re-

placing Maria Hernandez.  They are the Heritage Panel sponsors, help with translations and work 

with migrant and ESL students. The counselors could not function without any of these important 

people.  

-Sharon Stuart  
Head Counselor 

 

COUNSELORS CORNER... 

DCHS Counseling Groups 

“Moms to Be” is an ongoing group for DCHS girls that are currently expecting.  Students 

will have a chance to learn about prenatal care, childbirth, community resources and 

ask questions.    

“Teen Moms” group is an ongoing program serving teen moms at DCHS.  This group pro-

vides encouragement for teen  moms.  Topics discussed could be but are not limited to:  

finishing high school, college, employment, parents skills, etc.   

“Teens Facing Loss” is an ongoing  group for students that have experienced the loss of a 

friend or family member.  Teens will be able to discuss the grief process and what grief 

looks like to them.  Students will be able to benefit from others stories as well as shar-

ing their own. 

All groups are led by Jennifer Mendoza, DCHS Counselor 



Take a look at our Student Services Center webpage on the DCHS website!  You can find infor-

mation such as: 

 

 Course Catalog 

 Student Services Center Events 

 Upcoming College and Military Visits 

 Community Resources 

 NCAA Information 

 Counseling Groups 

 Scholarship and Financial Aid Information 

 ACT/SAT Information 

 

To view this webpage go to www.usd443.org.  Click on Campus, then DCHS, scroll down to view 

Quick Links. 

DCHS Website—Student Services Center Website 

 

The counselors will start enrollment for the class of 2021 mid-November and will be complet-

ed before Christmas break. Senior enrollments will be done during a one on one conference 

with the student. Classes will be chosen for the next school year. The course catalog with 

course descriptions can be found by going to the DCHS website, www.usd443.org (click on 

Campus, then Dodge City High School, scroll down to Quick Links where you will find the 

Course Catalog in English and Spanish). If you do not have access to the internet, you can re-

quest a hard copy of the course catalog by contacting Lynda Edwards in the Student Service 

Center. She can be reached by calling the high school at 620-471-2110, ext. 2831. 

 

Juniors will enroll in January. Sophomores will enroll in February. Middle Schools and Sa-

cred Heart enrollments will be done at the end of February or the first part of March. 

Enrollment for Class of 2021 Starting Soon 

http://www.usd443.org
http://www.usd443.org/
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.shutterstock.com%2Fimage-vector%2Fset-pumpkin-on-white-background-260nw-1167225472.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fsearch%2Fpumpkin&docid=iZYLtlzT4u09HM&tbnid=rAjTp8c33OFleM%3A&v


Introduction to Agriculture Education classes have studied the FFA Creed, completed a basic resume, and done 
some career exploration. FFA Greenhands will attend the Greenhand Conference coming up on October 23 at Sub-
lette, Kansas. Intro to Ag students attended the Kansas State Fair on Sept 10th, and the FFA Officers attended on 
the 11th.  Both groups of students were exposed to a variety of Ag related careers & lifestyles. FFA officers had some 
additional community service activities by preparing meal packets for first responders. All were able to enjoy the 
State Fair with some free time to explore things they’re were interested in. 
 
The Horticulture classes have been learning about pollinators, in particular Monarch butterflies and Bees. These 
are our 2 most important pollinators and both species are experiencing declining numbers. There are several fac-
tors that are causing these declines, some are a force of nature while others are man- made. One of the things the 
students have learned they can do to help these populations rebound is to plant flowers that attract pollinators.  In 
the greenhouse we have been potting ferns. We have several different varieties and it is our hope to be able to offer 
a nice showy plant at our plant sale this year. As always the plant sale will be the Friday before Mothers Day. 
 
Students in Ag Welding I have completed the safety phases of the Ag. Mechanics shop, and are currently working 
of skill performances.  Welding I has begun fusion welding with Oxyacetylene and are in the process of developing 
skills in Shielded Metal Arc Welding.  Students will be pushing the puddle, and then use this technique to add fill-
er.  Skill performance will be pushing the puddle without filler and with filler, welding a corner joint, and welding a 
butt joint.  Skills in S.M.A.W. will involve striking the arc, running stringer and pad beads, and joint welds (butt, 
lap, and tee joints).   Ag. Welding II students have reviewed arc welding skills, oxyacetylene fusion welding, and 
cutting operations.  Students are currently completing S.M.A.W. review skills and will be prepping metal for posi-
tion arc welding and welding in a variety of positions (horizontal and vertical).  Welding II students will be using 
the oxyacetylene cutting torch and plasma arc to shape and prep metal for various skill performances.  Carbon arc 
cutting, and gas metal are welding (GMAW) will be introduced during the semester. 
   
Ag. Power and Mechanics have been working on various phases of small engine operation.  This has included safe-
ty, theory of operation, measurement and measuring tools, selection and care of hand tools, etc.  Students are 
working in groups of 2 or 3 to disassemble a small engine, diagnose for any problems, and reassemble the engine.  
The engine is to start and run after they have completed reassembly.  Future areas of instruction include methods 
of power transmission, electricity and hydraulics.   
 
The Animal Science class have been studying animal classification, the Dairy Industry and the Swine Industry. Ac-
tivities have included making butter, making ice cream, and they are in the middle of raising some swine on the 
school farm. If anyone is interest in purchasing some pork, let us know. 
 
FFA Members Compete in Career Development Events 
   On September 18th, FFA Members traveled to Scott City to participate in the Scott County Invitational Land 
Judging CDE. Students had to judge the land based characteristics like soil textures, slope, erosion, and run-off. 
Based on these conditions, students would then have to make certain recommendations. Freshman, Jace Ochs 
lead the Dodge City team by placing 3rd as an individual out of over 125 contestants.  Students then traveled to the 
Area Land and Homesite Competition in Satanta on September 25th. While Dodge did not get anyone in the top 
ten, students were consistent – placing 23rd, 25th, 28th out of over 150 contestants. 
  Next, students tried their hand at the Dairy Evaluation and the Dairy Foods Competition at Garden City on 
October 2nd. For Dairy Evaluation students judged 6 classes of dairy cattle and gave two sets of oral reasons. They 
made their selections based upon  frame, dairy character, body capacity, feet and legs, and udder. Mackenzie Swan 
lead the team for Dodge City, placing third high individual in the Dairy Evaluation CDE. While the Dairy Foods 
team didn’t get anyone in the top ten, the team placed seventh out of eleven schools competing. 

-Dan Aistrup 
Ag Department Head 

 
 

Ag Department News 



Secured Entrance 

Between 8:00 am and 3:01 pm, all exterior doors are locked and everyone mush enter the building at 

the main entrance on the side of the school. Mr. Joakin Villa is the DDCHS Security Clerk. All stu-

dents must show their I.D. and all visitors with a valid reason for their visit will be guided to their 

destination after checking in at the main office. 

Security Cameras 

We have updated many of our security cameras and added cameras to areas as needed. This will be a 

continuing process as we recognize areas that need to have coverage. 

Drills 

Legislation and orders from the state Fire Marshall’s office require schools to conduct four fire drills 
(one each quarter), two tornado drills (one each in September and March), and three crisis drills that 
will occur during the school day. We will conduct several different types of crisis drills to ensure that 
our staff and students are prepared. 

-Jon Hansen 
Asst. Principal 

Security and Drills at DCHS 

What is the PLACES Project? 

Human Growth and Development did the PLACES (physical, language, approach to learning, cogni-
tive, emotional, and social development) projects. Students have been working all quarter on their 
progressive birth/life journal. The students are to interview their parents or caregivers about the sto-
ry of their pregnancy along with their first 12 years of life. They have to include how their parents 
found out, how their mother felt during pregnancy and then their own PLACES development after 
they were born. We have also been working on mental health and why it is important to take care of 
yourself daily. I have implemented a daily check in board and the students in every class are to place 
their magnet (completely anonymous they are identified by numbers) in the place according to how 
they feel. The students seem to really like the idea of having a place to check in and have really made 
it a habit.  

Culinary Arts has been working on learning how to cut and prepare fruit. They also learned about 
cuts of beef and pork and how to prepare some of them. They prepared breakfast 85 community 
members for the Career and Technical Education Advisory Board meeting in October. 

Culinary Applications has been out in restaurants around town learning what it is like to really work 
in the food industry. 

Culinary Essentials spent time learning a wide variety of basic cooking skills. They have made sand-
wiches, desserts, and muffins. Some of the muffins were used for the Advisory Board Breakfast. 

-Sherry Askew 
FACS Department Head 





 

    1st Block  9:35—10:42 

    3rd Block 10:48—11:55 

    4th Block 12:01—1:47 

      1st lunch  12:01—12:26 

      2nd lunch 12:28—12:53 

      3rd lunch 12:55—1:20 

      4th lunch 1:22—1:47 

    5th Block 1:53—3:01 

Dates to Remember… 
 

Orchestra Concert (7:00 pm) ............................................................ Oct. 29 
LATE START ................................................................... Nov. 13 
Fall Play (7:00 pm) ................................................................. Nov. 14, 15, 16 
Early Dismissal ................................................................................. Nov. 26 
 
 

Late Start Schedule 

USD 443 does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, reli-
gion, military status, primary language, and/or disability.  This non-discrimination policy 
applies to admission, employment, programs, activities, and providing equal access to Boy 
Scouts and other designated youth groups.  A lack of English language skills will not be a 
barrier to admission and participation in the Career and Technical (vocational) and/or 

other educational programs of the school 


