
Morris Public Schools

Return to Learn Plan

2021-2022

Our Mission Statement

The Morris Public Schools' mission is to encourage, motivate and challenge all
students through academic and extracurricular activities, to meet the opportunities
of the future.
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Morris Public Schools is committed to the health and safety of our
students and staff. We will continue to make it our top priority as we
prepare for the upcoming 2021-2022 school year.

After successfully returning to learn in a traditional in-person format
during the 2020-2021 school year, Morris Public Schools will remain
open for in-person learning for the 2021-2022 school year. In an effort
for ALL students to remain Eagles and learn from our Morris Public
Schools Staff, we will be offering a limited virtual option for 3rd-12th

grade students who meet the criteria for online learning. Each
enrolled student will participate in traditional in-person learning
unless the virtual application is completed and approved by Morris
Public Schools staff.

Morris Public Schools will continue to monitor community health and adjust this

plan accordingly. As we navigate through these ever- changing times, we are

very appreciative of the patience and support of our students, staff, and

families.

Morris Public School students report back on August 19.

Please see link for Morris Public School Calendar for Traditional Learning.

http://s3.amazonaws.com/scschoolfiles/1765/2021-22_calendar.pdf

EAGLE PRIDE!
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Enrollment Options 2021-2022

Option 1: Traditional – With Distance Learning:

Traditional enrollment packets will be on Morris Public Schools website starting
July 15, 2021 at morrisschools.net

**PRE-K THROUGH SECOND GRADE WILL BE TRADITIONAL ONLY.

On-Campus Instruction

● All courses/classes taken at
regularly assigned school site

● In-person instruction
● Traditional academic school day in

coordination with on-campus
instruction

● Transition as needed between
in-class and distance learning days
as needed

● Traditional  will follow the
Oklahoma Academic Standards.
Attendance and the awarding of
credits will follow policies of the
Morris Board of Education.

● Traditional approach will be able
to participate in any
extracurricular activities that are
available.

Distance Learning Days

**Only as NEEDED

● Determined by the district, city, or
state in the event of a COVID
outbreak or other need

● With school approval, it can be
utilized by individual families in the
event of student exposure/illness
resulting in quarantine

● Counts as a school day (not a
traditional absence if the student
completes online lessons within
the allotted time)

● Online coursework with students
continuing to learn material with
teacher support

● Regular support and contact from
MPS teachers until on-campus
class can resume

● In addition to potential school
closures due to COVID-19, Distance
learning days may be used in the
event of cancellations including,
but not limited to, inclement
weather or other unforeseen
factors.
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Option 2: Morris Public Schools Virtual Learning Academy (ODYSSEYWARE)

***Grades 3rd-12th ONLY

(Application process required & criteria must be met for acceptance)

● This program will offer students the opportunity to take online courses
using Internet-based curriculum that can be accessed anytime, anywhere.

● Courses will be interactive and supported as students communicate with
highly qualified teachers.

● Students will be able to participate in extracurricular activities such as
band, athletics, and FFA.

● This opportunity is limited to current Morris Public School students or
students who are residents of the district, not on a transfer.

● We will be accepting applications from residents who are on a home-school
program as well.

● Requirements for acceptance and other information including timeline and
application, are provided in the links below.

SPECIAL GUIDELINES TO CONSIDER:

● Each application will be reviewed by an educational committee to
determine if your student is a good candidate for online learning.

● There will be a mandatory parent meeting prior to the start of the
virtual academy to discuss the expectations of the student and
parent.

● Progress will be monitored weekly to determine if progressing
toward meeting the standards.

Morris Virtual Learning Academy Enrollment: (DUE JULY 15)

Students in grades 3-12 who are interested in taking virtual courses next year
must complete both parts of the application located at
https://morrisschools.net/238875_2.

Completed applications will need to be returned to the superintendent's office by
July 15. They can be emailed to ckarch@morrisschools.net
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DAILY SCHOOL DAY OPERATIONS

It is essential that all families partner with us in monitoring the health of your
students and families. We ask that temperatures be taken daily at home. No
student with a temperature of 100.4 degrees or higher may enter any Morris
Public School facility. It is imperative for the health and safety of all students
and staff that students remotely learn on days they have a fever or any
symptoms of illness.

❖ Will Masks Be Required?
➢ In compliance with Senate Bill 658, masks will not be

required unless Okmulgee County is declared a state of
emergency by the governor.  The district will, at that point,
be in consultation with the county and state health
departments.  It should be noted that Senate bill 658 does
not preclude anyone from wearing a mask if they desire.
Signage will be posted regarding correct wearing of face
masks if a student chooses to wear one.

❖ Student and Staff Hygiene:
➢ All teachers will start the year providing instruction to students

in the following related to COVID-19 – How viruses are spread /
What we can do to prevent spread?

➢ Handwashing procedures / Hand sanitizer
➢ Hand sanitizer will be available and encouraged for use.

❖ Social Distancing Protocols:
➢ Desks will be spaced out as much as possible.
➢ Social distancing will be encouraged when space is allowed.
➢ At this time, students will not be restricted to their pod or

“family”

❖ Water Fountains and Water Bottles:
➢ Students will be encouraged to bring their own water bottles

everyday.
➢ Water refilling stations are available at each site.
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❖ Facilities Maintenance:
➢ All ventilation will be checked and serviced before the start of

school.
➢ Air filters will be checked and changed regularly.
➢ HVAC units will be upgraded as needed.

❖ Cleaning Protocols:
➢ Teachers will have a procedure to clean desks.
➢ District purchased additional supplies for each classroom

including cleaning towels and cleaning spray in addition to hand
sanitizer.

➢ All handwashing stations will be maintained with soap and
towels.

➢ Surfaces such as student desks, locker fronts, doors, etc. will be
electrostatically sprayed and disinfected at least once daily.

➢ Restrooms will be frequently cleaned and disinfected daily.

❖ Vaccination and Testing:
➢ Vaccinations are encouraged but are not required for those

eligible.
➢ Any individual interested in vaccinations can contact school

health officials for information.
➢ If any individual who needs information regarding COVID testing

can contact the school’s health official for assistance.

❖ Student Academic Needs:
➢ Students' academic success is a top priority at Morris Public

Schools.  Each student will take a benchmark test to determine
individual academic needs.

➢ Any student who needs additional academic support will have
intervention from a qualified MPS school employee.

❖ Students with Disabilities:
➢ Learning options for students receiving special education

services are the same as those listed for all MPS students.
Families of students receiving special education services
through an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) are encouraged
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to contact the Special Education Teacher if they have any
questions and concerns regarding special education situations.
The IEP team can assist students and families with making
decisions for a learning path that best meets the needs of each
student based on his/her disability.

**Please refer to the Morris Public School’s handbook regarding
policies and procedures regarding attendance.

❖ Morris Transportation: Buses:
➢ Buses are cleaned and sanitized daily.
➢ Windows will be lowered (in appropriate weather).
➢ Masks are optional but not required on buses.
➢ Assigned seating will be in place.
➢ Students will be seated as far apart as possible.
➢ Bus rules will be strictly enforced with possible removal from bus

privileges if not followed.

❖ Green Country Vocational School and OSUIT Students:
➢ Students attending Green Country Vocational School and OSUIT will

follow the procedures for those schools.
➢ Their teachers and instructors are the ones to issue grades and you

work with them to see that your courses are complete.
➢ Most IMPORTANT thing to remember is classes from OSUIT must be

completed if they are required courses for high school students. The
college may issue a P – passing grade and not require students to
complete courses but a P is not a grade for High School. The college
may explain to you this will not hurt your college GPA but this could
keep you from meeting graduation requirements or not meeting the
requirements of Oklahoma’s Promise.

➢ DO NOT drop a course or accept a P / PW / W without going through
one of our counselors.

❖ Extra-Curricular and School Activities
➢ Depending on the level of community spread, all athletics and

activities will continue as planned with extra measures taken to
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ensure the safety of students and staff. Additional measures may be
implemented as needed. Procedures for Athletics, Band, and other
Extracurricular Activities will follow recommendations and
guidelines provided by the Oklahoma Secondary Activities
Association. Specific information about practices, events, and
precautions will be distributed by activities coach/sponsor and the
district athletic director.

❖ ONGOING COMMITMENT TO OUR MORRIS EAGLE STUDENTS:
➢ MPS will make every effort to promote healthy practices and

protocols. Physical distancing will be implemented when possible.
Our staff will monitor reportable illnesses.

➢ Oklahoma Health Department guidance will be utilized for
quarantine. MPS will follow city, county, and state mandates.
Requirements and recommendations are subject to change.

➢ The Social-Emotional well-being of our students is as important as
their academic learning. Our counselors will be prepared and
available to help our students and families. The district will be
partnering with Anne Moroney Youth Services for additional support
as our students transition back to daily activities as a Morris Eagle.
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Morris Public Schools Return to Learn
FAQs
How will Communication be shared?

MPS will deliver communication through emails, text, and phone
directly to parents and students. Parent and student contact
information MUST BE ACCURATE! Each student will be provided
a google email account. The district will continue to use School
Messenger and social media accounts to distribute district-level
information. Our district website will be updated
regularly.www.morrisschools.net. We are committed to strong
communication and responsive action. If you need assistance
and cannot reach your site, please reach out to the board of
education office at 918-733-9072.

What about Grades & Attendance?

Students will receive instruction that is aligned to the Oklahoma
Academic State Standards. Grades will be taken regularly, and
progress will be monitored for academic growth. Students will
be counted absent if not in attendance. To be in attendance, a
student must be in class or participating remotely with school
permission. This includes students enrolled virtually.

When will we use Distance Learning?

Distance learning will be used when school is closed due to
COVID, inclement weather, or other unforeseen circumstances.
Distance learning days count as a day of attendance for
students who login and complete their assignment.
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How can I support the school as a parent?

❖Donations of hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, and
additional school supplies would be helpful at each site.

❖Take your child’s temperature daily in times of outbreak
or suspected illness prior to them leaving the house.

❖Keep students quarantined as instructed by the
Oklahoma Health Department if they have had any
exposure to someone who has tested positive for
COVID.

❖Prepare your home and child with internet access,
supplies, and devices, for remote learning if possible
and feasible.

❖Complete a Free & Reduced Meal/Income Eligibility
Form. This process significantly affects our State Aide
and grant applications.

❖Openly communicating any concerns directly with your
child’s teacher or school site principal.

❖Working with the school site as they change visitor
protocols and the check-in/check-out processes as
warranted.
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Protocols for Students and Staff with Suspected COVID-19

All students’ confidentiality is going to be respected as required in FERPA and HIPPA
regulations. However, students with signs or symptoms of COVID-19 will be taken to the
nurse or her designee to be assessed, and parents will be contacted.  The health
department conducts contact tracing for all COVID- 19 cases. This will assist in all
decisions made as the district moves forward and assesses the situation.

It is the responsibility of our school system to do all we can to provide the safest
environment possible to our students as well as the school community. The
following protocols are in place for the safety of students, staff, and the
community. The school’s action of sending a student home must not be taken as
a confirmation of COVID- 19.

If the school is notified a student has tested positive for COVID-19, the following
will happen:

● The school officials and the health department will be notified immediately.
● Notification will be sent out to parents of students who had contact with any

student with a confirmed positive case.
● The district will follow the recommendations of the Okmulgee County Health

Department when Morris Public Schools has a positive case of COVID.
● All contact tracing will take place under the guidance and coordination with

state and local health officials.

For any questions regarding if a student requires quarantine or isolation, please call our
designated COVID-19 contact person for the district. NURSE: Bonnie West at
918-733-9072
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