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PARIS HIGH SCHOOL 
2014-15 

High School Course Catalog & Planning Guide 

 
A message from Mr. Chris Vaughn, 
Principal of Paris High School  
 

Dear Students: 
 
Our secondary faculty and the Department of Secondary Curriculum, Instruction, and 
Staff Development are proud to present this 2014-2015 High School Course Catalog 
& Planning Guide to you and your parents. 
 
This comprehensive guide of all our course offerings and graduation plans is your 
road map to academic success at Paris High School. It has been designed to help you 
and your parents plan your high school years so that you may prepare for college 
and/or a career. 
 
Our Paris High School academic program is both challenging and relevant to your 
needs for today and tomorrow. We have high expectations of all our students, and we 
are willing to work with you so you can meet those expectations. 
 
I encourage you to review the courses and graduation program options with your 
parents. Use our school counseling services to ask questions and develop a plan that 
best meets your own needs and expectations. 
 
On behalf of the Paris ISD staff and Board of Trustees, I wish you the best success in 
high school. I pledge our commitment to help you in any way we can as you travel 
along that winding road to success. 
 
Sincerely, 
Chris Vaughn 

 
 

 
Paris Independent School District Equal Opportunity Policy Statement 

 
In its efforts to promote nondiscrimination Paris ISD does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, 
color, national origin, gender, sex, or disability in providing education services, activities, and programs, 
including its career and technology education programs, in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972; and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended and Title 2 of the Americans With Disabilities Act. Inquiries 
regarding these policies should be directed to the Deputy Superintendent at 903-737-7473. 
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Paris High School 
 a closer look into the high school curriculum.  

 
 
Mission Statement 
The mission of Paris High School is to equip each student with the knowledge and skills to be a life-long learner 
and productive citizen in an ever-changing world.   
 
Guiding Belief Statement 
We, the faculty and staff of Paris High School, believe that all students can learn, need love, want to be respected, 
need positive reinforcement to enhance self-esteem, want acceptance, need positive role models, deserve 
recognition for success, can succeed in a safe environment, and need to be heard; furthermore, we are dedicated 
to providing a learning environment whereby emphasis on excellence, equity, and improvement will ensure that 
all students are successful. 
 
Courses described in this handbook are offered in an effort to accomplish the mission and guiding belief of Paris 
High.  All information included in this document is subject to change in accordance with Texas law, Texas 
Education Agency directives, State Board of Education rules, and Paris ISD Board of Trustees policy. 
 
The curriculum development process is on-going, evolving each year to reflect societal changes, current research, 
and a synthesis of current initiatives and trends coordinated with proven traditional models of instruction. 
 
The Paris ISD curriculum, Pre-K – 12, continues to evolve to represent a well-balanced, challenging, and 
coordinated instructional blueprint, aligned to national, state, and local standards, as well as the 12th grade 
graduation goals.   We are dedicated in our mission to prepare students as thoroughly as possible for their next step 
in life, whether that step is admission to college or immediate entrance into the job market. To achieve this mission, 
parents and students are urged to become familiar with the courses available to meet the requirements for 
graduation. 
 
 

PLANNING YOUR HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM 
Planning a four-year high school program is a serious undertaking. Although many of your courses will be 
determined by the graduation plan you select, you will still have many other choices to make during your years of 
school.  Your course selection should be guided largely by your plans for the future.  Will you continue your 
education in college or in a trade or vocational school?  Do you want to learn a career skill in order to enter the 
full-time work force immediately after school?  Are you interested in a technical field? Are you thinking of entering 
a profession that requires many years of specialized education? The answers to these questions are extremely 
important for making decisions about your course selections for all four years in high school.  Those answers should 
also be guided by your interests and abilities.  By planning wisely, you can create the future that is most appropriate 
for you. 
 
Know what Paris High School has to offer. 
This catalog serves as a planning guide as you make decisions about your four-year high school program. You are 
urged to consider each decision carefully. There are certain steps to follow that can help you make your choices. 
Find out all you can about the programs of study offered and do the following: 

 compare the programs 
 consider the advantages and disadvantages of each program 
 choose the program of studies that seems to have the most advantages for you. 

 
Know about all of the high school programs. 
Your counselors and teachers will be helpful in advising you more specifically about the high school programs of 
study offered.  Find out the following: 

 what kind of transcript you will earn 
 the number of units of credit in specific subjects areas needed for each graduation plan 
 the prerequisites that are required to begin certain high school sequences of courses 
 which elective courses are available. 

 



 vi

GUIDANCE SERVICES 
 
The guidance department is an integral part of the overall school program. Academic and career counselors are 
available to assist you with your needs in the following areas: 

 to provide you with information regarding your placement in classes or programs. The counselors have many 
materials at their disposal to help you make the best choices of courses and programs within the school. 
Counselors can tailor program choices to your needs now and in the future, whether occupationally or 
educationally 

 to identify strengths and weaknesses as they relate to your choice of courses, career planning, college 
preparation, or potential employment after completion of high school 

 to offer counseling in personal problem areas and help you focus on self-development and on acquiring 
decision making abilities. 

 
While counselors are responsible for assisting students to plan for their academic and career future, students and 
parents are partners in the process. The ultimate responsibility for those decisions is the student’s with the parents’ 
support. Students and parents are responsible for checking the transcript and student academic progress each year in 
order to verify accuracy and bring errors to the attention of the counselors and registrar.   
 
The guidance office has materials available for you to use in planning for your future. Resources available in the 
counseling office include the following: 

 College catalogs 
 PSAT, SAT, ACT registration packets and preparation guides 
 Scholarship opportunities 
 Financial aid forms (FAFSA) 

 
 Paris High School Counselors            

Danielle Chesshire (gr. 9: A-Z),      
Tiffany Blassingame (Gr. 10-12:  A-K),    
Becky Wilkins    (Gr. 10-12:  L-Z) 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL CONTACTS 
 
Paris ISD provides special programs for gifted/talented students; migrant students; at-risk students; limited English-
proficient students; dyslexic students; students with disabilities, including those qualifying for Section 504 
modifications; and students who are parents.  The Career and Technical Education (CTE) program offers "real-
world" career-preparation courses to all students.  The director of each program is available to answer questions 
about eligibility requirements as well as programs and services offered by the district and other organizations.  A 
parent or student with questions about these programs should contact the following personnel for further 
information:  
 
 Principal, Chris Vaughn           903-737-7400 

 Paris High School Testing Coordinator, Nancy Waldrum    903-737-7400 

 Secondary Education Director and High School Advanced 
   Academic Program Coordinator,   Gary Preston     903-737-7551 

 Career and Technical Education Director, Dr, Angela Chadwick  903-737-7416  

 Compensatory Education Director, Denise Kornegay     903-737-7500  

 Special Education Director, Joi Roberts        903-737-7494 

 Director of Nursing, Kay Grubb         903-737-7400 

 



 

 
PARIS HIGH SCHOOL 

GENERAL INFORMATION  
 

 Graduation Requirements 
 Optional Programs 

 Advanced Placement 
 Dual Credit 
 Gifted Education 
 Texas Scholar 

 Grade Point Calculation 
 Grading Guidelines 
 Academic Policies  

 Class Load 
 Schedule Changes 
 Grade Classification 

 Credits 
 Correspondence / Distance Learning 
 Credit by Exam 
 Transfer credits 
 Credits from unaccredited institutions 

 Testing  
 STAAR 
 TEXAS SUCCESS INITIATIVE 
 PSAT / SAT / ACT 
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Paris High School 
Graduation Requirements 

 
Paris ISD recognizes the importance of a well-rounded curriculum, relevant to changing societal demands 
and technologies. Therefore, the Paris ISD endorses the Texas State Board of Education high school 
graduation programs with slight modifications through the extension of elective offerings. 
 
 
 

Graduation Plans 2014-2015 
 Foundation Plan + Endorsement 

Discipline Credits Credits 
English 4  
Math 3 1 
Science 3 1 
Social Studies 3  
Foreign Language 2  
Fine Arts 1  
Physical Education 1  
Electives 5 2 

Total Credits for Graduation 22 + 4 local electives 26 

 

Note: In addition to credit requirements, students must show mastery on the state STARR EOC TESTS or on 
state assessments recommended for students with disabilities 

 Math Models cannot be taken if Algebra II has been successfully completed  
 IPC cannot be taken after Chemistry and/or Physics 

**     Students participating in drill team, marching band, or cheerleading, upon successful completion of the fall 
semester, will receive substitution credit of the physical education requirement up to 1.0 credit.  Students may 
earn ONLY ½ STATE CREDIT PER SEMESTER in a P.E. Equivalent.  Students may earn 4.0 credits toward 
state graduation requirements if participating in Athletics. 

***  Performance Acknowledgements 
 

 A grade of 80 (3.0) or higher in a dual credit course.   
 Original research/project that is 

… judged by a panel of professionals in the field that is the focus of the project; or  
… conducted under the direction of mentor(s) and reported to an appropriate audience; and 
… related to the required Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS). 
Note:  A maximum of two original research/projects count toward Performance designation. 
 Test Data to include a combination of 

…a score of three or above on a College Board Advanced Placement exam;  
…a score on the PSAT that qualifies a student for recognition as a Commended Scholar or higher by the 

National Merit Scholarship Corporation, as a part of the National Hispanic Scholar Program of the College 
Board, or as part of the National Achievement Scholarship Program for Outstanding Negro Students of the 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation.  (PSAT-related honors may count as only one Advanced Measure.) 

 A student may earn a performance acknowledgment in bilingualism and biliteracy by demonstrating 
proficiency in accordance with local school district grading policy in two or more languages. 
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GRADUATION PLANS 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Student Name __________________________________    ID ___________ 
EOC Tests:    English 1       English 2        Algebra 1          Biology        US 

English Language Arts – 4 
Credits 

English I
English II
English III
English IV

Mathematics – 4 Credits 
Algebra I
Geometry
Algebra II
4th Math Credit

Social Studies – 4 Credits 
World Geography
World History
US History
Government
Economics

Science – 4 Credits 
Biology
IPC or Chemistry
Chemistry or
Physics
Physics or 4th

Science Credit
Foreign Language 

Year 1
Year 2

Physical Education 
Physical Education

Speech 
½ Credit

Fine Arts – 1 Credit 
Fine Art

Electives – 5 ½ Credits 
Elective 1 ______
Elective 2 ______
Elective 3 ______
Elective 4 ______
Elective 5 ______
Elective 5½ ______

Recommended Plan – 26 
State Credits [Grade 10-12] 

STEM
Business and
Industry
Arts and
Humanities
Public Services
Multidisciplinary
Studies

 
Math
Science
Elective 1
Elective 2

Endorsements – 26 State 
Credits [Grade9] 

Algebra II (must be
included)

Distinguished – Eligible for top 
10% Automatic Admission 

English Language Arts – 4 
Credits 

English I
English II
English III
English IV

Mathematics – 3 Credits 
Algebra I
Geometry
Advanced Math

 
Social Studies – 3 Credits 

World History
US History
Government
Economics

Science – 3 Credits 
Biology
IPC or
Advanced Science
Additional
Advanced Science

 
 
Foreign Language 

Year 1
Year 2

Physical Education 
Physical Education

 
 
Fine Arts – 1 Credit 

Fine Art
Electives – 9 

Elective 1 _______
Elective 2 _______
Elective 3 _______
Elective 4 _______
Elective 5 _______
Elective Local (4)

Foundation Plan – 22 State 
Credits [Grade 9] 

English Language Arts – 4 
Credits 

English I
English II
English III
English IV

Mathematics – 3 Credits 
Algebra I
Geometry
3rd Math Credit

 
Social Studies – 3 Credits 

World Geography
orWorld History
US History
Government
Economics

Science – 2 Credits 
Biology
IPC

Academic Elective 
World History,
World Geography,
or 3rd Science

Physical Education 
Physical Education

Speech 
½ Credit

Fine Arts – 1 Credit 
Fine Art

Electives – 11 ½ Credits 
Elective 1 ______
Elective 2 ______
Elective 3 ______
Elective 4 ______
Elective 5 ______
Elective 6 ______
Elective 7 ______
Elective 7½ _____
Elective Local (4)

Minimum Plan – 22 State 
Credits [Grade 10-12] 
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GRADUATION PLANS 
 
 

 At minimum students must complete the Foundation Graduation Plan and pass five End of 
Course tests in English I, English II, Algebra I, Biology and US History in order to graduate from 
a Texas public school.            

      
 

 A student may earn a Distinguished Level of Achievement by successfully completing a a total of 
4 math credits which must include Algebra II, 4 credits in science, remaining curriculum 
requirements, and at least one endorsement. In order to qualify for the top 10% automatic 
admission to Texas state universities a student must graduate with the Distinguished Level of 
Achievement.        

 
 A student may earn a Performance Acknowledgment for outstanding performance in dual credit 

courses (grade 80+ in four dual credit courses) or for outstanding performance on an AP exam 
(score of 3+), for outstanding performance on the PSAT (commended scholar or higher), SAT 
(read & math score at least 1250), or ACT (composite of 28).  Also a student may earn a 
performance acknowledgement for performance on a nationally or internationally recognized 
business or industry certification or performance on an examination to obtain a government-
required credential to practice a profession.  In addition a student may earn a performance 
acknowledgement in Bilingualism and Biliteracy.  The Performance Acknowledgement is 
available to all students.           

 
 Honor graduates, including valedictorian and salutatorian, must earn the Distinguished Level of 

Achievement with Performance Acknowledgements and be in the top ten GPA.   
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 Endorsements 
 

In addition to the Foundation Graduation Plan, a student may add an endorsement by adding a fourth 
math, a fourth science, and two electives.  There are five areas of endorsements: 
(1) Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM),  
(2) Business & Industry,  
(3) Public Services,  
(4) Arts and Humanities, and 
(5) Multidisciplinary Studies.    

 
A student may earn more than one endorsement, drop an endorsement (if multiple are chosen) or 
change endorsements at any time.  

      

Multidisciplinary
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade12

English I English II English III English IV

Algebra I Geometry Algebraic Reasoning /
*Algebra II

College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / *Precalculus

Biology IPC/ Chemistry Chemistry/ Physics *Principles of Technology /
Anatomy & Physiology

US History World History World Geography Government/Economics

Fine Art Elective Elective Elective

Professional
Communication / Health Spanish I Spanish II Elective

PE / Wellness Elective Elective Elective

Multidisciplinary with Performance Acknowledgements
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade12

PreAP English I PreAP English II AP English III AP English IV or English IV DC

PreAP Algebra I *PreAP Algebra II PreAP Geometry *Precalculus DC

PreAP Biology PreAP Chemistry PreAP Physics * AP Physics or Biology DC

PreAP US History PreAP World History AP US History Government/Economics

Fine Art Elective Elective Elective

PreAP Spanish I PreAP Spanish II Spanish III DC Elective

PE / Wellness Elective Elective Elective
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 Personal Graduation Planner  
 
 
Student Name ____________________________        Student ID _____________ 
 
Date _______________              Grade __________ 
 
Endorsement  _______________________     Distinguished Plan         Performance Acknowledgement 
 
Student Goals for Academic Achievement: Parent Goals for Academic Achievement: 
  
  

 
High School 

Graduation Requirements 
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12
1 2 S 1 2 S 1 2 S 1 2 S 

English Language Arts              Level
 English I  1.0 0.5 0.5           
 English II  1.0    0.5 0.5        
 English III  1.0       0.5 0.5     
 English IV  1.0          0.5 0.5  
Mathematics          Level 
 Algebra I or Math Models  1.0 0.5 0.5           
 Geometry or Algebra I  1.0    0.5 0.5        
 Algebra II  or  Geometry  1.0       0.5 0.5     
 Precalculus or  Algebra II  1.0          0.5 0.5  
Science            Level 
 Biology  or IPC     1.0 0.5 0.5           
 Chemistry  or  Biology   1.0    0.5 0.5        
 Physics         or    Elective  1.0       0.5 0.5     
 4th Science    or    Elective  1.0          0.5 0.5  
Social Studies          Level 
 US History  1.0 0.5 0.5           
 World History  1.0    0.5 0.5        
 US Government / Economics  1.0          0.5 0.5  
Spanish            Level
 Spanish I  1.0    0.5 0.5        
 Spanish II  1.0       0.5 0.5     
Physical Education       
 Physical Education 1.0             
Fine Arts         
 Fine Arts (art, music, theater, etc) 1.0             
Additional Courses          Level
  1.0             
  1.0             
  1.0             
  1.0             
  1.0             
  1.0             
  1.0             

Total Credits Earned >  3.5 3.5  3.5 3.5  3.5 3.5  3.5 3.5  
 

Total Credits Remaining to be Completed >  26 Credits needed to Graduate 
 
 
 

Student Signature _____________________________ Parent Signature _______________________________
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Optional Programs 
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
Pre-Advanced or Advanced Placement classes are available in the areas of English, math, science, social studies, 
and Spanish.  These classes are approved at the state level and are designed to accommodate students, who are 
highly motivated, college bound, gifted, or working toward the Distinguished Achievement Program.  These courses 
have a definite scope and sequence that reflect the nature of the subject; a differentiated curriculum that includes a 
wider range and greater depth of subject matter than that of the regular course; an emphasis on higher level and 
critical thinking skills; provision for creative, productive thinking; a focus on cognitive concepts and processes; 
instructional strategies that accommodate the learning needs of the students involved; and independent as well as 
guided research. 
 
To help parents better understand the AP Program and how it can help their student, the Texas Education Agency 
has compiled Questions and Answers for Parents on Advanced Placement Courses and Exams. 
 
1. What is the Advanced Placement Program? The Advanced Placement Program, administered by The College 

Board of New York and taught at local high schools, allows students to participate in a college level course and 
possibly earn college credit while still in high school. Secondary schools and colleges cooperate in this program 
to give students the opportunity to show mastery in college-level courses by taking the AP exam in May of each 
school year. 

 
2. What are the advantages of my child taking an AP course? The main advantage of taking an AP course is 

better preparation for college. It has been shown that students master in depth content at the college level more 
easily after completing AP courses in high school. Students also acquire sophisticated academic skills and 
increased self-confidence in preparation for college. Scoring well on an AP exam can lead to the requirements 
of the Texas Distinguished Achievement Program (DAP). This special program requires high performance 
beyond that expected of students in high school. Those who meet the requirements of this program are awarded 
a special seal on their high school transcript.  Additionally, students who take AP exams may receive college 
credit while still in high school, saving both time and money. Credit on AP exams can save up to $1,500 in 
college tuition alone and/or count as credit for one or more courses. Some parents have saved what would be the 
equivalent of $18,000 for a full year of college and total living expenses for their student. However, check with 
the college you are interested in to see if they accept AP exams for credits. 

 
3. How does an AP class compare to other high school courses? AP classes are more challenging and 

stimulating, but they take more time and require more work. AP classes require energetic, involved, and 
motivated students. 

 
4. How much does it cost for my child to take an AP course? exam?  There are no fees associated with taking 

an AP course. Currently Paris ISD pays for up to two Advanced Placement tests per year.  This policy is based 
on funding being available through High School Allotment.  Students are responsible for the fees of tests above 
the two taken in a year. 

 
5. Will my child receive college credit?  The AP exams are given every year in May. Tests are scored with 

grades from 1-5. The College Board then reports the scores to colleges with the following recommendations: 
 

1 – no recommendation 
2 – may be qualified 
3 – qualified 
4 – well-qualified 
5 – extremely qualified 

 
Each college determines the scores to be accepted for credit, but most consider a score of at least 3 for credit 
ranging from three to six semester college hours per test.   Students should contact the individual college 
directly to find out about the AP policy for that institution. 
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DUAL CREDIT 

The dual credit program is a cooperative effort between Paris Junior College and Paris ISD.  The credit earned in the 
course is counted for both high school and college credit.  Students must qualify for college placement prior to 
registering for a college course.  Students will be responsible for registering at Paris Junior College each semester 
for dual credit classes. 

To help parents better understand the Dual Credit Program and how it can help their student, the Texas Education 
Agency has compiled Questions and Answers for Parents on Dual Credit Program. 

1.    What are dual credit courses? The term “dual credit courses” is somewhat misleading. Dual credit actually 
refers to an opportunity and agreement though which a student may earn high school credit for successfully 
completing a college course that covers all the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) of any specified 
high school course. The “dual credit” earned is college credit and high school credit for one course. Courses 
through which a student may earn dual credit may be taken at the high school and may be taught by a high 
school teacher with appropriate credentials or by regular college faculty. The high school and college work 
together to determine appropriate high school credit to be awarded upon successful completion of the course.  

2.   Can a student earn high school credit for any college course? No. It is the responsibility of the institutions 
entering into a dual credit agreement to ensure the following requirements are met:  

 Courses offered for dual credit by public two-year associate degree granting institutions must be identified 
as college-level academic courses in the current edition of the Lower Division Academic Course Guide 
Manual adopted by the Board or as college-level technical education courses in the current edition of the 
Workforce Education Course Manual adopted by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 
(THECB).  

 Courses offered for dual credit by public universities must be in the approved undergraduate course 
inventory of the university. Public colleges may not offer remedial or developmental courses for dual 
credit.  

 Courses offered for dual credit must provide advanced academic instruction that allows for mastery of the 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for the appropriate high school course and that also goes beyond or 
into greater depth than those TEKS.  

3.    Who teaches and assigns a grade in a college courses for dual credit? Dual credit teachers must be regularly 
employed faculty members of the college or must meet the same standards (including minimal requirements of 
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools) and approval procedures used by the college to select faculty 
responsible for teaching the same courses at the main campus of the college. These instructors assign student 
grades that apply to both high school and college.  

4.   Can a course provide dual credit and be an Advanced Placement (AP) course? Yes, if the course meets the 
requirements of both. A College Board-approved Advanced Placement (AP) course must adhere to the AP 
course descriptions and be approved through the AP audit process.  

5.   Who pays for the college courses? Currently Paris ISD pays tuition and fees for up to two dual credit courses 
per semester.  This policy is based on funding being available through High School Allotment.  Students are 
responsible for the tuition of courses above the two taken in a semester. 

6.   What are the benefits of taking a college course for dual credit? The student may earn college credit prior to 
graduating from high school. Additionally, if the student completes the course with a 3.0 or higher (B), it can be 
counted as an advanced measure for the Distinguished Achievement Program (DAP). Students benefit most 
from earning dual credit for courses that help them meet graduation requirements established by the State Board 
of Education (SBOE). (See appropriate subchapter of TAC Chapter 74 Graduation Requirements here:   
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter074/index.html.)  

  



 9

PRE-AP / ADVANCED PLACEMENT / DUAL CREDIT CLASSES 

 
Pre – Advanced Placement Courses  # Dual Credit (DC) courses Advanced Placement 

(AP) Courses  
Pre-AP English I Pre-AP World Geography Biology DC    - 8 hrs AP English III 
Pre-AP English II Pre-AP World History Calculus I & II  DC    - 8 hrs AP English IV 
Pre-AP English III Pre-AP US History English IV DC      - 6 hrs AP Spanish IV 
 Pre-AP Economics Precalculus DC  - 6 hrs AP US History 
Pre-AP Algebra I Pre-AP US Government Spanish III DC      - 8 hrs  
Pre-AP Geometry  Spanish IV DC            - 6 hrs  
Pre-AP Algebra II Pre-AP  Spanish I   
 Pre-AP  Spanish II    
Pre-AP Biology    
Pre-AP Chemistry Honors Course   
Pre-AP Physics Anatomy & Physiology   

 

GIFTED EDUCATION 
Paris High School gifted and talented education serves students who are identified as having advanced intellectual 
and creative/productive thinking abilities in English, math, science, and social studies.  Selection criteria for gifted 
education include scores from an aptitude test, a creativity test, and the STAAR (as appropriate to the subject-area); 
subject-area grades; and teacher-completed characteristics checklists.  The Structure of Intellect Career-Revised tests 
are used for the aptitude and creativity tests at grade 8; the NNAT aptitude test is given to students without SOI 
scores.  Data are entered on matrices to determine Final Selection Scores for program consideration.   
 
Students identified as qualifying for the gifted and talented education program have many provisions available to 
meet their needs and must be enrolled in one of the following: 

 differentiated curriculum offered in Pre-AP and AP and/or, 
 dual credit enrollment that allows students to enroll in selected college-level courses and receive both high 

school and college credit. 
 
 

TEXAS SCHOLARS 
Texas Scholars is not a graduation program. Texas Scholars was implemented by the Lamar County Coalition of 
Education, Business, and Industry to motivate high school students to take courses designed to better prepare them 
to compete in a high tech, global economy.   
 
Beginning with school year 2011-2012 all students working toward recognition as a Lamar County Texas Scholar 
will be required to: 

 Graduate from high school having completed at least the Recommended High School Program, and 
 Complete at least two courses (4 semesters) while in high school eligible for college credit. 
 Take the ACT/SAT before the end of the first semester of their senior year. The ASVAB will substitute if 

students plan to enter the military after graduation. 
 Receive no six weeks grade average or semester grade average below 70 in any class in their senior year. 

 
High school courses eligible to be considered for college credit will include the following: 

 Dual Credit courses 
 Advanced Placement (AP) courses 

 
Timeline for calculating grades and determining eligibility for seniors will be the following: 

 Senior students must have no six weeks grade average or semester grade average below 70 at the end of the 
fourth six weeks. 

 A Texas Scholars Evaluation Committee comprised of area counselors and administrators will consider the 
eligibility with extenuating circumstances. 

 
Students who have been assigned to a DAEP or have been expelled during their senior year will be disqualified for 
Texas Scholars.                 
                    Approved 09-2012 
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Grade Point Average Calculation 
 

RANKING OF STUDENTS 
Final class rank shall be determined by cumulative weighted grade point average as of the end of the fifth six weeks 
or third nine weeks of the senior year.  Students graduating early will be co-ranked with those who are graduating 
with their regular class.  Students who have been awarded credits by an unaccredited institution will not be eligible 
for Valedictorian, Salutatorian, or PHS Honor Graduate designation. 
 

VALEDICTORIAN 
Valedictory honors shall be afforded the student who attains the highest weighted grade point average within a 
graduating class provided the student 
 has been enrolled at Paris High School full time for a minimum of the junior and senior years,  and 
 has completed the Distinguished Plan with Performance Acknowledgements. 

 
SALUTATORIAN 

Salutatory honors shall be afforded the student who attains the second highest weighted grade point average within a 
graduating class provided the student 
 has been enrolled in Paris High School full time for a minimum of the junior and senior years, and 
 has completed the Distinguished Plan with Performance Acknowledgements. 

 
PHS HONOR GRADUATES 

PHS Honor Graduates are seniors who rank scholastically by weighted grade point average in the upper 5% or  ten 
students (whichever is greater) of the graduating class provided the students: 
 have been enrolled in Paris High School full time for a minimum of the junior and senior years, and 
 have completed the Distinguished Plan with Performance Acknowledgements. 

 
TIES FOR GRADUATION HONORS 

In case of a tie for either valedictory or salutatory honors, actual grades in all academic courses shall be averaged to 
determine the honor.  Grades averaged include those taken under the No Grade Point Option.  Ties for PHS Honor 
Graduates shall not be broken. 
 

NO GRADE POINT OPTION  
The No Grade Point Option allows students to take certain courses for credit without affecting their class rank.  
These courses must be taken in addition to those required for graduation by the state and the Paris ISD Board AND 
beyond the 26 credits required for PHS graduation.  A No Grade Point Option form must be signed by the student 
and parent on the first day of course participation.  A numerical grade will be recorded on the Academic 
Achievement Record (transcript) and report card; however, no grade points will be awarded toward class rank.  The 
numerical grade will be used to determine honor roll designation, National Honor Society membership, and 
Valedictorian/Salutatorian distinction (in case of a tie).  PHS Honor Graduates must choose grade points for courses 
required under the Distinguished Achievement Program, including precalculus and the fourth upper-level science 
course. 
 

AVERAGE-PASS PROVISION  
 (does not apply to Paris Junior College credits earned in dual credit courses) 

In full-year courses, one credit per course will be awarded at the end of the school year or summer term, providing 
(a) neither semester is denied credit due to excessive absences and (b) the student passes both semesters with a grade 
of 70 or higher OR the student attains at least a 70 average for both semesters, and neither semester grade is less 
than 60.  This provision is valid for courses taken the same academic school year.  Courses that Average-Pass will 
receive credit; however, the course failed will not receive grade points. 
 
  



 11

 
 

PARIS HIGH SCHOOL GRADE POINT SYSTEM FOR CLASS RANK 

 
  ADVANCED Courses to be Included in GPA Calculations 

GRADE REGULAR PRE-AP AP/DC  
100 4.0 5.0 6.0 English Language Arts Science 
99 3.9 4.9 5.9 English I IPC 
98 3.8 4.8 5.8 Pre-AP English I Biology 
97 3.7 4.7 5.7 English II Pre-AP Biology 
96 3.6 4.6 5.6 Pre-AP English II Chemistry 
95 3.5 4.5 5.5 English III Pre-AP Chemistry 
94 3.4 4.4 5.4 Pre-AP English III Physics 
93 3.3 4.3 5.3 AP English III Pre-AP Physics 
92 3.2 4.2 5.2 English IV Principles of Technology 
91 3.1 4.1 5.1 Dual Credit English IV Anatomy &Physiology (5.0) 
90 3.0 4.0 5.0 AP English IV Dual Credit Biology 
89 2.9 3.9 4.9   
88 2.8 3.8 4.8 Mathematics  
87 2.7 3.7 4.7 Algebra I  Social Studies 
86 2.6 3.6 4.6 Pre-AP Algebra I World Geography 
85 2.5 3.5 4.5 Algebra II Pre-AP World Geography 
84 2.4 3.4 4.4 Pre-AP Algebra II World History 
83 2.3 3.3 4.3 Geometry Pre-AP World History 
82 2.2 3.2 4.2 Pre-AP Geometry U.S. History 
81 2.1 3.1 4.1 Math Models Pre-AP U.S. History 
80 2.0 3.0 4.0 Precalculus AP U.S. History 
79 1.9 2.9 3.9 Dual Credit Precalculus U.S. Government 
78 1.8 2.8 3.8 Dual Credit Calculus I - II Pre-AP U.S. Government  
77 1.7 2.7 3.7  Economics 
76 1.6 2.6 3.6  Pre-AP Economics 
75 1.5 2.5 3.5   
74 1.4 2.4 3.4  Spanish 
73 1.3 2.3 3.3  Spanish II 
72 1.2 2.2 3.2  Pre-AP Spanish II 
71 1.1 2.1 3.1  Dual Credit Spanish III 
70 1.0 2.0 3.0  Dual Credit Spanish IV

No credit received   
<=69 0.0 0.0 0.0   

      
    Subjects in bold print carry “Advanced” GPA 
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GRADING GUIDELINES 

 
Progress reports are given to students at the end of the each three weeks of each grading period. Report cards are 
given to students at the end of each grading period. Grades reflected on the report cards are calculated as follows: 
 
Scholastic                  Absences (Semester)    
90 - 100 A  Excellent  NC- "No Credit" due to     
80 -  89  B  Good             excessive absences; no credit   
70 -  79  C  Fair                       awarded toward graduation     
0 -    69  F Failure    
 
 
Grade calculation for each six weeks 
 

The grade for each nine-weeks grading periods is 
determined by averaging: 
 Homework/Classwork=  25% 
 Tests          =  75% 
 Nine-weeks grade = 100% 

 

              
 
 
Grade calculation for the semester (unless a specific exemption policy applies) 
The semester grade for which course credit is awarded is determined by averaging: 
 1st nine-weeks grade =  40%     3rd nine-weeks grade   =  40% 
 2nd nine-weeks grade =  40%     4th nine-weeks grade   =  40% 
 Fall semester exam =  20%     Spring semester exam  =   40% 
 First semester grade = 100%     Second semester grade = 100% 
 
 
 
Final Average 
First Semester  =  50%   Partial credit (credit by semester) will be awarded  if  a semester average is at least  
Second Semester =  50%  70 or if the final average is at least 70 and neither semester average is less than 60. 
Final Average =  100% 
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Academic Policies 
 

CLASS LOADS 
Students in grades 9 – 11 are required to enroll in 7 credit earning blocks each semester. Seniors must enroll in at 
least 6 credit earning blocks.  Senior students enrolled in two or more dual credit classes must enroll in 7 credit 
earning blocks.  Senior students can enroll in no more than one non-content course (Counselor Assistant, Office 
Assistant, etc.) as part of the credit earning blocks.  Class load requirements differ for Career Preparation/CO-OP 
senior students. If enrolled in that program, see your counselor for further information.  
 
Some courses listed in this guide may not actually be offered due to low enrollment.  Because of scheduling 
conflicts and classes closing, a student may not be able to register for every course he/she planned to take during a 
semester. For this reason, the student should have in mind an alternate course in case the first choice is not available. 
Please note that all courses will not be offered every semester of every year. In cases of limited class enrollment, 
priority may be given to seniors. 

 
SCHEDULE CHANGES 

Course selections during pre-registration are considered final. Any request for a change in course after spring 
pre-registration must be made in writing to the principal before the campus announced spring deadline.  The random 
changing of courses at the beginning of school will not be honored due to the effect these changes have on 
classroom enrollment and the disruption of classroom instruction.  Only changes pertaining to graduation plans 
and/or computer errors will be addressed after school begins.  To receive full credit for a course, students must be in 
attendance 90% of the days the class is offered.    

 
GRADE CLASSIFICATION 

A student’s classification is determined by the number of credits earned as of the first day of each academic school 
year. Students are classified according to the number of credits earned toward graduation: 
 Freshman  (09) – A student entering high school for the first time or having earned fewer than 6.0 credits. 
 Sophomore (10) – A student having as many as 6.0 but fewer than 12.5 credits and entering at least the second 

year of high school. 
 Junior  (11) – A student having as many as 12.5 but fewer than 19 credits and entering at least the third 

year of high school. 
 Senior  (12) – A student having 19 credits or more and entering at least the fourth year of high school. 

  

Credits 
 

CREDITS FROM UNACCREDITED INSTITUTIONS 
It is the responsibility of the principal or designee to evaluate student transcripts and test results received from 
private, homeschool, and/or unaccredited institutions.  Using this information and results from additional testing, if 
necessary, the principal or designee will determine the number of credits applicable to graduation requirements and 
establish a grade placement accordingly.  Students who have been awarded credits from a private, homeschool, 
and/or an unaccredited institution will not be eligible for valedictorian salutatorian, or honor graduate designation. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE / DISTANCE LEARNING / ON-LINE COURSES 

Students may earn credits for graduation by paying a fee and successfully completing University of Texas-Austin or 
Texas Tech correspondence courses. A student is limited by Board policy to enrollment in only one correspondence 
course at a time.  Prior to enrollment in a course, the student must submit a written request to the principal or 
designee for approval.  If approval is not granted prior to enrollment, the student will not be awarded graduation 
credit for successful completion of the course.  A maximum of 2.0 credits earned through correspondence courses 
may count toward graduation requirements. No grade points will be awarded if the course is required for class rank 
computation.  Note: If a course normally requires completion of a project or special assignment, such as a research 
paper, the student will be expected to complete it in order to receive graduation credit. 
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CREDIT BY EXAM (CBE) WITH PRIOR INSTRUCTION 
 

A student who has previously taken a course but did not receive credit for it with a grade of no less than 60 may, in 
circumstances determined by the teacher, counselor, principal, or attendance committee, be permitted to earn credit 
by passing an exam on the essential knowledge and skills defined for that course or subject.  Prior instruction may 
include, for example, incomplete coursework due to a failed course or excessive absences, homeschool, 
correspondence courses, or independent study supervised by a teacher. 
 
The counselor or principal will determine if the student could take an exam for this purpose.  If approval is granted, 
the student must score at least 70 on the exam to receive credit for the course or subject and is expected to complete 
or have completed (during prior instruction in the course) any required project or assignment, such as a research 
paper or autobiography. 
 
The Attendance Review Committee may also offer a student with excessive absences an opportunity to earn credit 
for a course by passing an exam. A student may not use credit by exam, however, to regain eligibility to participate 
in extracurricular activities.   
 
There will be no charge for the exam if it is locally developed; however, if the district must purchase it from Texas 
Tech University or the University of Texas-Austin, a fee to cover the cost of the exam will be assessed. The grade 
earned on the exam or the exam grade computed with the project grade, as appropriate, will be recorded on the 
student’s Academic Achievement Record.  These procedures may be used to determine placement and award of 
credit for students transferring from non-accredited schools.   
 
High school test dates and registration procedures are the same as for Credit by Exam with No Prior Instruction; 
however, in the case of an at-risk student needing credit to graduate with his/her class or a student transferring from 
a private or home school setting, special arrangements may be made according to individual student needs.  No 
grade points will be awarded if the class is required for class rank. Contact a counselor for further information. 
 

CREDIT BY EXAM (CBE) WITH NO PRIOR INSTRUCTION 
A student will be permitted to take an exam to earn credit for an academic course for which the student has had no 
prior instruction. Please check with counseling office for dates. 
 
A student will earn credit with a passing score of at least 90 on the exam and is expected to complete any required 
project or assignment, such as a research paper or autobiography. If credit is given, the actual test grade or test-plus-
project grade, as applicable, will be entered on the Academic Achievement Record. These procedures may also be 
used to determine placement and award of credit for students transferring from non-accredited schools. No grade 
points will be awarded if the course is required for class rank computation.   
 
If a student plans to take an exam, the student (or parent) must register with the principal no later than 30 days prior 
to the scheduled testing date.  There will be no charge for the first exam in a course; however, there will be a $10 
registration fee that is refundable upon completion of the exam. The district may honor a request by a parent to 
administer a test on a date other than the published dates.  If the district agrees to administer a test other than the one 
chosen by the district, the parent must pay for a test from a university approved by the State Board of Education. 
[For further information, see EEJB or contact a counselor]  
 

TRANSFER CREDITS 
Foundation courses transferred in from other public schools will be counted as part of the student’s overall GPA.  
For states or schools that do not use numeric grades, a conversion process will be established.  Additionally, the only 
Honors, Pre-AP, Dual Credit, or AP transfer courses recognized for weighted points will be those courses that also 
carry weighted points for Paris HS students. Final determination of how transfer courses will be counted for GPA is 
calculated by the principal or designee.  Courses transferred from DAEP will receive regular grade points. 
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TEXAS SUCCESS INITIATIVE (TSI) 
Students attending Texas public institutions of higher education must be in compliance with the Texas Success 
Initiative (TSI), as of fall 2003 (Texas Education Code §51.3062) in order to enroll in public institutions of higher 
education. The law requires all entering college students to be assessed for college readiness in reading, mathematics 
and writing unless the student qualifies for an exemption. Each student who fails to meet the minimum passing 
standard of the exam offered by the institution must be placed in a developmental education program designed to 
help the student achieve college readiness. 
 
Who Must Take the Test? 
Unless exempt, students who are entering a Texas college or university must take a TSI exam and receive a passing 
score in order to enroll in credit bearing courses.   
 
Who Is Exempt from Taking the Test? 
Students may be exempt from TSI standards  if any one of the following conditions listed below apply: 

 have received credit for at least three (3) semester credit hours or the equivalent of college-level work prior to 
the fall of 1989 

 have met qualifying standards on the ACT, or the  Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT): 
o ACT composite score of 23 or higher with at least a 19 on the English and/or math part section. 
o SAT (for test scores from April 1995 or thereafter) combined scores of 1070 for math and verbal or 

higher with verbal and math parts equal to or greater than 500 each. 
 Have enrolled in a certificate program of one year or less (42 or fewer semester credit hours or the equivalent). 

 
 
When Should Students Take the Test? 
Students must take a TSI exam before enrolling in any college-level coursework. If a student takes the test while in 
high school and does not meet the minimum standards, he will be allowed to take courses related to the sections of 
the test he passed but will not be allowed to take college courses related to the sections of the test that he did not 
pass. A non-attempt or cancellation is treated as a section not yet passed.  High school students who do not meet the 
minimum passing standard for the TSI exam will not be required to take developmental education courses from a 
college or university while in high school. 
 
Students must take a TSI exam if any one of the following conditions listed below applies to them: 

 entering a Texas public institution of higher education (1.e., a college, university, or technical institute) as a 
full-time or part-time student in an associate or baccalaureate degree program. 

 seeking admission to an educator preparation program in either a public or a private institution in Texas. 
 

Note: Texas public institutions of higher education will be required to assess all first time in college students under 
the Texas Success Initiative (TEC §51.3062) using the new Texas Success Initiative (TSI) Assessment no later than 
the first day of classes in fall 2013. House Bill 1244, 82nd Texas Legislature, 2011, amended the Texas Success 
Initiative, Texas Education Code §51.3062(f), in two specific ways:  

 Provided the Coordinating Board with the authority to prescribe a single standard or set of standards for 
assessments each public institution of higher education must use to assess the readiness of students to perform 
freshman-level academic coursework; and  

 Repealed the authority of IHEs to adopt more stringent standards than those set by the Coordinating Board, 
effective with the 2013-2014 academic year.  

The new assessment is being developed. All other tests (ACCUPLACER, COMPASS, THEA, and ASSET) will no 
longer be used to determine college readiness. 
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PSAT, SAT, and ACT INFORMATION 
 

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 
What is  the PSAT/NMSQT? 
The PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test / National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) is a 
standardized test that measures developed verbal, mathematical, and writing reasoning abilities important for 
success in college. It can provide students with valuable information about academic strengths and weaknesses for 
competitive college entrance and help assess personal test taking skills. See the next page and your counselor for 
more information on how the PSAT can help you better prepare for college admissions. The test consists of: 

 Verbal Section — analogies, sentence completion, critical reading 
 Mathematics Section — multiple choice, quantitative comparisons, student-produced responses 
 Writing Section — grammar, punctuation, usage, diction, idioms, and sentence construction 

 
Although not expected to recall or memorize facts for the PSQT / NMSQT, the student needs a good working 
vocabulary and knowledge of arithmetic, elementary algebra, and some geometry. In the test, the student is given 
verbal, mathematical, and writing information and is asked to reason with the material to find the correct answer. 
 
Reasons for Taking the PSAT/NMSQT 

 The PSAT 1 NMSQT gives students practice for taking the SAT because both tests have the same kinds of 
questions and similar scores. Taking the PSAT / NMSQT helps students plan for college, gives students an idea 
of how they will do on a college admission test, and helps them identify colleges that seek students like 
themselves. 

 The PSAT / NMSQT allows students to compare their ability to do college work with the ability of other 
college-bound students. After the test, students will receive a PSAT 1 NMSQT Score Report and their test book 
so that they can review their own performance. 

 Taking the PSAT 1 NMSQT is the first step in entering the scholarship programs conducted by National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation (NMSC). 

 
Scholarship Program: 
The PSAT/NMSQT is co-sponsored by the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. NMSC 
conducts the three following annual competitions: 
1. The National Merit Scholarship Program 
2. The National Achievement Scholarship Program for Outstanding African-American Students 
3. The National Achievement Scholarship Program for Outstanding Hispanic Students 
Selection for all of these competitions is initially based upon the student’s score on the PSAT given during the junior 
year of high school. In addition, the student must make a comparable score on the SAT, which MUST be taken 
before December of their senior year in high school. 
 

SAT AND ACT INFORMATION 
Many universities require college entrance exams. The two most widely used are SAT [www.collegeboard.com] and 
ACT [www.act.org]. You can visit their websites for information on fees, registration, preparation, career and 
college searches, and information management. The following test dates apply.  See you campus counselor for 
additional information.  Let SAT and ACT help keep track of your personal college countdown! 
 
 

ACT/SAT/PSAT/AP TESTING DATES 
 

ACT SAT PSAT ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
Sept. 21 Oct. 5 Oct. 16 May 6 Spanish Language (am) 
Oct. 26 Nov. 2  May 8 English Literature (am) 
Dec. 14 Dec. 7  May 9 English Language (am) 
Feb. 8 Jan. 25  May 14 US History (am) 
April 12 Mar. 8    
June 14 May 3    
   June 7    
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PHS COURSE LIST  2014-2015 
 

 Course Course Title Credit   Course Course Title Credit 
 GPA ENGLISH   GPA SOCIAL STUDIES  
 1012 English I 1.0  4012 US History (9) 1.0 
* 1013 Pre-AP English I 1.0 * 4013 Pre-AP US History (9) 1.0 
 1022 English II 1.0     
* 1023 Pre-AP English II 1.0  4022 World History 1.0 
 1032 English III 1.0 * 4023 Pre-AP World History 1.0 
* 1033 Pre-AP  English III 1.0     
** 1035 AP English III 1.0  4032 US History (11) 1.0 
 1042 English IV 1.0 * 4033 Pre-AP US History (11) 1.0 
** 1044 English IV Dual Credit 1.0 ** 4034 AP US History 1.0 
** 1045  AP English IV 1.0     
     4042 US Government 0.5 
 1071 Eng for Speakers of Other Lang I 1.0  4046 Economics 0.5 
 1072 Eng for Speakers of Other Lang II 1.0 * 4043 Pre-AP US Government 0.5 
    * 4047 Pre-AP Economics 0.5 
        
  SPEECH    HEALTH  
 1502 Professional Communication (E) 0.5  6012 Health Education 0.5 
 9400 Professional Communication (C) 0.5     
     GPA OTHER LANGUAGES  
 GPA MATHEMATICS   8011 Spanish I 1.0 
 2015 Math Models (9) 1.0  8021 Spanish II 1.0 
 2012 Algebra I (9) 1.0  8031 Spanish III 1.0 
* 2013 Pre-AP Algebra I 1.0     
     8012 Pre-AP Spanish I  1.0 
 2011 Algebra I (10+) 1.0 * 8022 Pre-AP Spanish II 1.0 
 2022 Geometry 1.0 ** 8033 Spanish III Dual Credit 1.0 
* 2023 Pre-AP Geometry 1.0 ** 8043 AP Spanish IV 1.0 
        
 2031 Math Models  1.0     
 2025 Algebra II 1.0   FINE ARTS  
* 2026 Pre-AP Algebra II 1.0  9011 Art I 1.0 
     9012 Art II 1.0 
 2024 Algebra II (12) 1.0  9013 Art III 1.0 
 2042 Precalculus 1.0  9014 Art IV 1.0 
** 2034 Precalculus Dual Credit  1.0     
     9020 Band I (PE)  fall  and 0.5 
** 2044 Calculus I Dual Credit  (fall) 0.5  9021 Band I (FA) spring 0.5/1.0 
** 2045 Calculus II AP  (spring) 0.5     
** 2045 Calculus II AP  (spring) 0.5  9022 Band II (PE) fall and 0.5 
     9023 Band II (FA) spring 0.5/1.0 
        
 GPA SCIENCE   9024 Band III 1.0 
 3011 Integrated Physics/Chemistry (9) 1.0  9025 Band IV 1.0 
 3012 Biology (9) 1.0  9029 Instrumental Ensemble (gr 12) 1.0 
* 3013 Pre-AP Biology 1.0     
      Choir I- first year in choir (one)  
 3021 Integrated Physics/Chemistry (10) 1.0  9064    Mixed Choir I 1.0 
 3020 Biology 10+   9060    JV Chorale I - audition 1.0 
 3022 Chemistry 1.0  9071    Chorale I- audition 1.0 
* 3023 Pre-AP Chemistry  1.0   Choir II - second year in choir (one)  
     9065    Mixed Choir II 1.0 
 3026 Principles of Technology I 1.0  9061    JV Chorale II - audition 1.0 
 3033 Physics 1.0  9072    Chorale II  - audition 1.0 
* 3034 Pre-AP Physics 1.0   Choir III - third year in choir (one)  
     9066    Mixed Choir III 1.0 
* 3036 Anatomy & Physiology 1.0  9062    JV Chorale III -audition 1.0 
** 3045 Biology Dual Credit 1.0  9073    Chorale III  - audition 1.0 
      Choir IV- fourth year in choir (one)  
     9067    Mixed Choir IV 1.0 
* 5.0 weighted grade points    9063    JV Chorale IV - audition 1.0 
** 6.0 weighted grade points    9074    Chorale IV  - audition 1.0 
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 Course Course Title Credit   Course Course Title Credit 
  FINE ARTS     PHYSICAL ED/ATHLETICS  
 9081 Theatre Arts I 1.0  7071 Cheer 1  1.0 
 9082 Theatre Arts II 1.0  7072 Cheer 2  1.0 
 9087 Theatre Production  1.0  7073 Cheer 3 1.0 
     7074 Cheer 4 1.0 
 9084 Technical Theatre I  (consent) 1.0     
 9085 Technical Theatre II (consent) 1.0  7075 Drill Team 1  1.0 
     7076 Drill Team 2  1.0 
     7077 Drill Team 3 1.0 
  PHYSICAL ED/ATHLETICS   7078 Drill Team 4 1.0 
 7010 Boys Foundation Per Fit- PE   1.0     
 7011 Boys PE 2  1.0     
      OTHER ELECTIVES  
 7020 Girls Foundation Per Fit- PE  1.0  4100 Psychology 0.5 
 7021 Girls PE 2  1.0   4101 Sociology 0.5 
         
 7025 Baseball 1 1.0   1061 Reading 1 1.0 
 7026 Baseball 2 1.0   1062 Reading 2 1.0 
 7027 Baseball 3 1.0      
 7028 Baseball 4 1.0      
         
 7035 Basketball 1 1.0      
 7036 Basketball 2 1.0      
 7037 Basketball 3 1.0      
 7038 Basketball 4 1.0    LOCAL ELECTIVES  
      0010 Counselor Assistant  (consent) 1.0 L 
 7040 Team Sports 1 1.0   0011 Library Assistant      (consent) 1.0 L 
 7041 Team Sports 2 1.0   0012 Office Assistant        (consent) 1.0 L 
 7042 Team Sports 3 1.0      
 7043 Team Sports 4 1.0   2125 Algebra I Lab 1.0 L 
 7044 Freshman Athletics (1st period) 1.0      
         
 7045 Soccer 1 1.0   0501 English Second Language 1 (ESL1) 1.0 L 
 7046 Soccer 2 1.0   0502 English Second Language 2 (ESL2) 1.0 L 
 7047 Soccer 3 1.0   0503 English Second Language 3 (ESL3) 1.0 L 
 7048 Soccer 4 1.0   0504 English Second Language 4 (ESL4) 1.0 L 
         
 7050 Girls Athletics 1 1.0      
 7051 Girls Athletics 2 1.0      
 7052 Girls Athletics 3 1.0      
 7053 Girls Athletics 4  1.0      
         
 7055 CC Tennis 1 1.0      
 7056 CC Tennis 2 1.0      
 7057 CC Tennis 3 1.0      
 7058 CC Tennis 4 1.0      
         
 7060 Golf 1 1.0      
 7061 Golf 2 1.0      
 7062 Golf 3 1.0      
 7063 Golf 4 1.0      
         
 7065 Swim 1 1.0      
 7066 Swim 2 1.0      
 7067 Swim 3 1.0      
 7068 Swim 4 1.0      
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 Course Course Title Credit   Course Course Title Credit 
  CAREER & TECHNOLOGY     CAREER & TECHNOLOGY  
  Agriculture, Food, & Natural Resources   Manufacturing  
 9300 Principles of Agriculture  1.0       (Prerequisite 9303)  
 9303 Ag Mechanics & Metal Technology 1.0  9304 Welding 1.0 
 9306 Livestock Production     (fall) 0.5  9305 Advanced Welding 2.0 
 9307 Equine Science         (spring) 0.5     
 9308 Wildlife Management 0.5   Marketing  
 9309 Horticulture Science       1.0  9102 Entrepreneurship 1.0 
 9310 Principles of Floral Design 1.0      
         
  Architecture & Construction     Science, Technology, Engineering & Math 
 9700 Principles of Arch & Construction 1.0   9201 Concepts of Engineering & Tech 1.0 
 9701 Construction Technology 2.0   9202 Engineering Design & Presentation 1.0 
 9702 Advanced Construction Technology 2.0   9203 Advanced Engineering Design & P. 2.0 
 9703 Practicum in Construction Mgt. 2.0      
      9205 Robotics and Automation 1.0 
  Arts, Audio Visual & Communication      
  Blue Tube (consent)     Transportation, Distribution & Logistics 
 9405 Principles of Arts, A/V Technology  1.0   9710 Principles of Transportation 1.0 
 9406 Audio/Video Production 1.0   9711 Automotive Technology 2.0 
 9407 Advanced Audio/Video Production 2.0   9712 Advanced Automotive Technology 2.0 
         
 9096 Graphic Design              (Yearbook) 1.0      
 9608 Fashion Design 1.0    Work Program  
 9400 Professional Communication 0.5   9741 Career Prep 1  (Coop) 3.0 
      9742 Career Prep 2 (Coop) 3.0 
  Business Mgt & Administration    9743 DCP 1     Coop Only 0.0 
 9100 Principles of Information Tech 0.5   9744 DCP 2                  Coop Only 0.0 
 9103 Principles of Business, Mkt, & Fin. 1.0      
 9401 Business Information Mgt I 1.0      
 9403 Business Information Mgt II 1.0      
         
  Finance     INSTRUCTOR CONSENT  
 9101 Accounting I 1.0   1056 English I Modified 1.0 
 9102 Accounting II 1.0   1057 English II Modified 1.0 
      1053 English/Language Arts 3 1.0 
  Health Science    1054 English/Language Arts 4 1.0 
 9501 Principles of Health Science  1.0      
 9502 Health Science 2.0   2056 Algebra I Modified 1.0 
 9503 Practicum in Health Science 2.0   2057 Geometry Modified  1.0 
 9505 Medical Terminology           1.0      
      3056 Biology Modified 1.0 
  Hospitality & Tourism       
 9609 Principles of Hospitality & Tourism 1.0   4056 US History Modified 1.0 
 9610 Culinary Arts (Prereq 9609 & 9606) 2.0   4057 W History Modified 1.0 
 9611 Practicum in Culinary Arts  2.0      
      9801 Pre Employ Skills  1.0 
  Human Services    9803 Work Study 1 (1/2 day)  3.0 
 9601 Principles of Human Services 1.0   9804 Work Study 2 (full day) 7.0 
 9602 Child Development 1.0      
 9603 Child Guidance 1.0   9870 Unified Athletics 1.0 
 9606 Lifetime Nutrition & Wellness 1.0      
      9810-16 LIDS Class   1.0 
 9721 Cosmetology I 3.0      
 9722 Cosmetology II 3.0      
         
  Information Technology       
 9404 Digital & Interactive Media  1.0      
         
  Law, Public Safety, Correction & Security      
 9731 Law Enforcement 1.0      
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Introduction                English Language Arts 
 

Graduation Requirement: Four credits 
      
The English Language Art Program gives students extensive instruction in the writing process, literature study, vocabulary 
development, English mechanics and usage, reading comprehension, speaking/listening and research skills. Students gain an 
appreciation of their literary heritage through studies of world, British, and American literature.  Students develop skills in 
reading, writing, and speaking as well as an understanding and appreciation of literature. Vocabulary growth is enhanced 
through wide-range reading, direct instruction, and the study of literature. All students must complete four units of English 
Language Arts in order to graduate.  
 

Career Opportunities                English Language Arts 
 

Actor        Government Researcher     Minister  
Advertising Copywriter    Institutional Editor     Newscaster  
Business Administrator    Journalist       Salesperson  
Court Reporter      Lawyer       Secretary  
Editor (Newspaper or Magazine)  Librarian       Teacher  
Film, Radio, and TV Writer   Media Specialist     Technical Writer 
 

Course Listings                English Language Arts 
 
English I                 EOC Graduation Requirement 

 Grade  ............ 9 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 1012 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
English I encompasses a journey through fiction, poetry, drama, and literary nonfiction, completing the year with units on 
analysis of informational text, intentional persuasion, and research.  Instructional strands include reading, writing, research, 
listening, speaking, and written and oral conventions.  English I students are provided opportunities to refine the knowledge and 
skills tested on the STAAR end-of-course test. 
 

Pre-AP English I Accelerated (ACC)         EOC Graduation Requirement 
 Grade  ............ 9     
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 1013 
 Prerequisite ... identification for ACC  English course participation 

 
PreAP English I ACC is an advanced-level English course designed for students who are identified as accelerated in the subject 
area of English Language Arts/Reading.  This course addresses the unit TEKS delineated in the English I course description at a 
faster pace and with greater depth and complexity.  Increased emphasis is placed on development of critical and creative thinking 
skills, student discussion, and independent research than in the English I course. 
 
Pre-AP English I Specific Academic Ability (SAA)     EOC Graduation Requirement 

 Grade  ............ 9     
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 1014 
 Prerequisite ... identification for SAA  English course participation 

 
Pre-AP English I SAA is an advanced-level English course designed for students who are identified as gifted/talented in the 
subject area of English Language Arts/Reading.  This course addresses the unit TEKS delineated in the English I course 
description at a faster pace and with greater depth, complexity, and intensity.  Increased emphasis is placed on development of 
critical/creative-productive thinking and problem-solving skills, student interaction, and independent research than in the English 
I course. 
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English II                EOC Graduation Requirement 
 Grade  ............ 10 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 1022 
 Prerequisite ... English I 

 
English II travels through world literature, analyzes poetic structure and drama, evaluates effects in literary nonfiction and 
informational text, synthesizes personal ideas and factual information, and critiques the process.  Instructional strands include 
reading, writing, research, listening, speaking, and written and oral conventions.  English II students are provided opportunities to 
refine the knowledge and skills tested on the STAAR end-of-course test. 
 
Pre-AP English II Accelerated (ACC)         EOC Graduation Requirement 

 Grade  ............ 10     
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 1023 
 Prerequisite ... identification for ACC  English course participation 

 
Pre-AP English II ACC is an advanced-level English course designed for students who are identified as accelerated in the subject 
area of English Language Arts/Reading.  This course addresses the unit TEKS delineated in the English II course description at a 
faster pace and with greater depth and complexity.  Increased emphasis is placed on development of critical and creative thinking 
skills, student discussion, and independent research than in the English II course.  A summer reading assignment may be 
required. 
 

Pre-AP English II Specific Academic Ability (SAA)     EOC Graduation Requirement 
 Grade  ............ 10     
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 1024 
 Prerequisite ... identification for SAA  English course participation 

 
Pre-AP English II SAA is an advanced-level English course designed for students who are identified as gifted/talented in the 
subject area of English Language Arts/Reading.  This course addresses the TEKS delineated in the English II course description 
at a faster pace and with greater depth, complexity, and intensity.  Increased emphasis is placed on development of 
critical/creative-productive thinking and problem-solving skills, student interaction, and independent research than in the English 
II course.  A summer reading assignment may be required. 
 

English III 
 Grade  ............ 11 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 1032 
 Prerequisite ... English II 

 
English III tours American literature, conventions in American poetry, themes in American drama, and rhetorical devices in 
literary nonfiction.  Students locate and analyze effective evidence in informational text to determine reliability, validity, and 
accuracy of the written word.  Instructional strands include reading, writing, research, listening, speaking, and written and oral 
conventions.  English III students are provided opportunities to refine the knowledge and skills tested on the STAAR end-of-
course test.  Completion and submission of a research project is required for course credit.   
 
Pre-AP English III 

 Grade  ............ 11     
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 1033 
 Prerequisite ... Pre-AP English II 

 
Pre-AP English III is designed for college-bound students who demonstrate college readiness through STAAR or placement 
testing.  This course addresses the unit TEKS delineated in the English III course description at a faster pace.  Increased emphasis 
is placed on development of critical thinking skills, student discussion, and independent research than in the English III course.  
A summer reading assignment may be required.  Completion and submission of a research project is required for course credit.   
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AP English III: Language and Composition 
 Grade  ............ 11     
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 1035 
 Prerequisite ... Pre-AP English II or Advanced Coursework Criteria 

 
AP English III is designed for students who are identified as gifted/talented in the subject area of English Language Arts/Reading 
and for college-bound students who demonstrate high levels of proficiency in the composition process and the study of literature.  
The course presents a thematic or chronological study of American literature, including an in-depth study of selected authors and 
their contributions to the literary heritage of the United States. A natural continuation of PreAP English I and II, this course uses 
instructional strategies to challenge students academically and intellectually. It includes reading, writing, and research-related 
skills in preparation for the Advanced Placement Language and Composition Examination for potential college credit.  In 
addition, this course addresses the TEKS delineated in the English III course description at a faster pace and with greater depth 
and complexity.  Increased emphasis is placed on development of critical/creative-productive thinking and problem-solving 
skills, student interaction, and independent research than in the English III course.  A summer reading assignment is required. It 
is each student’s responsibility to obtain and complete the assignment.  Students should see their tenth-grade English teacher for 
assignment information.  Completion and submission of a research project is required for course credit.   
 
English IV 

 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 1042 
 Prerequisite ... English III 

 
English IV explores British literature, evaluates poetry and drama across time, analyzes techniques in literary nonfiction, uses 
research strategies to gather information to support ideas, evaluates merits of argument, and focuses on inquiry and synthesis of 
the written word.  A research project is required.  Completion and submission of a research project is required for course credit. 
 
Dual Credit English IV 

 Grade  ............ 12     
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 1044 
 Prerequisite ... English III  and English 1301 / 1302 for College Credit 

 
Dual Credit English IV is designed for college-bound students who demonstrate college-readiness through prior college study. 
Students study the masterworks of the literature of England from the Anglo-Saxon period, beginning with the epic tradition as 
illustrated by Beowulf to the decline of Neoclassicism. Spring semester is a study of the masterworks of the literature of England 
from the Romantic period through the Twentieth Century. With an emphasis on the masterworks of principle authors, collateral 
reading, class themes, and research projects are required for course credit. To receive college credit, students must register each 
semester at Paris Junior College and pay all applicable fees. Upon registration and successful completion of each semester, 
students are awarded credit for English 2322 (fall) and English 2323 (spring) through PJC.  In addition, this course addresses the 
TEKS delineated in the English IV course description at a faster pace and with greater depth and complexity.  Increased emphasis 
is placed on development of critical/creative-productive thinking and problem-solving skills, student interaction, and independent 
research than in the English IV course. A summer reading assignment is required. It is each student’s responsibility to obtain and 
complete the assignment. Students should see their eleventh grade English teacher for assignment information. 
 
AP English IV: Literature and Composition 

 Grade  ............ 12     
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 1045 
 Prerequisite ... AP English III or Advanced Coursework Criteria 

 
AP English IV is designed for students identified as gifted and for college-bound students who demonstrate high levels of 
proficiency in the composition process and study of literature. Students taking AP English IV study major genres of the world’s 
most complex literature. Students write multiple papers to challenge and develop their levels of language perception and literary 
analysis.  In addition, this course addresses the TEKS delineated in the English IV course description at a faster pace and with 
greater depth and complexity.  Increased emphasis is placed on development of critical/creative-productive thinking and 
problem-solving skills, student interaction, and independent research than in the English IV course. Course work prepares 
students to take the Advanced Placement Literature and Composition Examination for potential college credit.  A summer 
reading assignment is required. It is each student’s responsibility to obtain and complete the assignment.  Students should see 
their eleventh grade English teacher for assignment information. 
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English I for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL I)    EOC Graduation Requirement 
 Grade  ............ 9 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 1071 
 Prerequisite ... LPAC Placement 

 
ESOL I is a beginning level course that combines English I TEKS with English language acquisition. The year-long program 
develops skills in listening, speaking, reading, composition, and culture. Students receive English I state credit. 
 
English II for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL II)   EOC Graduation Requirement 

 Grade  ............ 10 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 1072 
 Prerequisite ... LPAC Placement 

 
ESOL II is an intermediate level course that combines English II TEKS with English language acquisition. The year-long 
program integrates grammar, composition, and reading with emphasis on literature, vocabulary development, effective oral 
communication, and study skills. Students receive English II state credit. 
 
English as a Second Language (ESL 1-4) 

 Grade  ............ 9-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 0501, 0502, 0503, 0504 
 Prerequisite ... LPAC Placement 

 
ESL provides a balanced curriculum designed to further refine language acquisition support to immigrant and non-immigrant 
students. Students receive instruction in increasingly advanced grammar and composition, content area writing, vocabulary, and 
test-taking strategies. Students also register concurrently in the appropriate English class. 
 
English Language Arts 1, 2, 3, 4 

 Grade  ............ 9-12     
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 1051, 1052, 1053, 1054 
 Prerequisite ... ARD Placement 

 
English Language Arts 1-4 are lab courses, which emphasizes raising students’ reading levels and writing abilities.  Course 
content is similar to that for English 1-4 but is modified to meet individual reading, writing, and language needs.  This course 
uses computer software and differentiated instruction, which emphasizes a student-centered method of learning to enhance 
language development, study skills, reading fluency, reading comprehension strategies, and writing abilities, as well as 
encouraging complex thinking. Low student-teacher ratios are maintained to provide small-group and individualized instruction. 
 
Practical Writing 

 Grade  ............ 11-12     
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 1081 
 Prerequisite ... Teacher Recommendation 

 
Practical Writing develops skills necessary for composing business letters and requests for information, as well as for completing 
job applications and résumés.  This course emphasizes skill in the use of conventions and mechanics of written English, the 
appropriate and effective application of English grammar, and the effective use of vocabulary. Evaluation of students’ own 
writing as well as the writing of others ensures that students completing this course are able to analyze and evaluate their own 
writing.   
 
Read 180 Lab / Reading II 

 Grade  ............ 9-12     
 Credits ........... 1 (each course) 
 Course #......... 1061, 1062, 1063 
 Prerequisite ... Teacher Recommendation 

 
Reading Improvement focuses on the development of strategies to decode written language in all content areas by applying 
context clues and structural analysis. Emphasis will be placed on reading flexibility according to purpose, including reading for 
information and reading for pleasure. 
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Introduction                Mathematics 
 

Graduation Requirement: Four credits for Endorsement, Distinguished, Performance Acknowledgements 
      Three credits for Foundation Plan (must include Algebra I and Geometry) 
 
Students are required to have four years of math to graduate on the Recommended or Distinguished Graduation Program. 
Students should take math courses in the sequence listed in the Sequence Coursework chart since concepts in one course 
build upon concepts and skills mastered in previous courses.  Check the requirements at the college or university of your 
choice prior to planning your high school mathematics courses. These requirements may specify an Algebra II minimum, 
where others may need precalculus as a minimum. Students are expected to complete four units of mathematics and, 
beginning with the Class of 2015, pass an End of Course Assessment in Algebra I. 

 
Career Opportunities                Mathematics 
 

Actuary      Dental Assistant      Navigator  
Aircraft Pilot     Dentist       Pharmacist  
Architect      Economist      Physician  
Astronomer      Educator       Physician’s Assistant  
Banker       Electronics Technician    Psychologist (Experimental)  
Biologist      Engineer – all types     Real Estate Broker 
Business      Environmental Analyst    Statistician 
Certified Public Accountant  Lawyer       Systems Analyst 
Computer Engineer    Mathematician 
Data Processor     Natural Science Managers    

  



 27

Endorsement                Mathematics 
 

STEM [Advanced Math]
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade12

PreAP English I PreAP English II AP English III AP English IV or English IV DC

*PreAP Algebra II PreAP Geometry *Precalculus DC Calculus 1 & 2 DC

PreAP Biology PreAP Chemistry PreAP Physics *AP Physics (New)

PreAP US History PreAP World History AP US History Government/Economics

Fine Art Elective Elective Elective

PreAP Spanish I PreAP Spanish II Elective Elective

PE / Wellness Elective Elective Elective

 
 
Course Listings                Mathematics 
 
Algebra I                EOC Graduation Requirement 

 Grade  ............ 9 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 2012 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
This course is the “gateway” math course. It is a prerequisite for every other math course offered in high school. This is a 
function-based course that develops the structure of the real number system in a variety of ways. Students will learn to solve and 
graph linear equations and inequalities, translate among and use algebraic, tabular, and graphical methods to represent linear and 
quadratic functions and to solve systems of equations and relate direct variation to linear functions and solve problems involving 
proportional change.  
 
Pre-AP Algebra I              EOC Graduation Requirement 

 Grade  ............ 9 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 2013 
 Prerequisite ... Advanced Coursework Criteria 

 
This college-prep course expands the essential knowledge and skills of Algebra 1 by providing greater pace, depth, and 
complexity of content.  Curriculum activities challenge students through higher level and more difficult computation, word, and 
logic problem-solving activities.  Content map topics for Pre-AP Algebra 1 are the same as for Algebra 1, but instructional 
activities provide for more enrichment and extension:  Integers and Rational Numbers; Equations and Inequalities; Exponents and 
Polynomials; Polynomials and Factoring; Graphs and Linear Equations; Systems of Equations; Inequalities and Absolute Value; 
Rational Expressions and Equations; Radical Expressions and Equations; Relations and Functions; and Quadratic Functions.   
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Geometry 

 Grade  ............ 10 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 2021 
 Prerequisite ... Algebra II 

 
Geometry is a course designed to develop thinking skills, logic problem solving, application of algebraic skills to geometric 
problems, and proofs based on deductive reasoning. Students use coordinate, transformational, and axiomatic approaches to 
develop an understanding of a variety of concepts including polygon congruence, similarity, angle relationships in polygons and 
circles, parallel and perpendicular lines, and the relationships between three dimensional figures. Students develop and apply 
formulas including distance, midpoint, perimeter, area surface area, and volume.  

 
Pre-AP Geometry 

 Grade  ............ 10 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 2023 
 Prerequisite ... Pre-AP Algebra I or Advanced Coursework Criteria 

 
Pre-AP Geometry provides an enriched course of study for students with strong math skills. The basic content is the same as 
regular geometry, but an emphasis is placed upon the development of logical thinking through complex geometric proofs. 
Applications of geometric concepts to problem solving using algebra and trigonometry are also stressed. Students concentrate on 
problems that require greater mathematical insight and deductive reasoning abilities than those addressed at other levels.   
 
 
Algebra II 

 Grade  ............ 11 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 2025 
 Prerequisite ... Algebra I 

 
This college-preparatory course is an in-depth study of topics covered in Algebra I.  Algebra II extends the concepts learned in 
Algebra I to the complex number system. Emphasis is placed on the study of functions, graphing, factoring, and solving 
equations within the field of complex numbers (square roots, functions, rational functions, and the exponential and logarithmic 
functions). 
 
Pre-AP Algebra II 

 Grade  ............ 11 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 2026 
 Prerequisite ... Pre-AP Algebra I  or Advanced Coursework Criteria 

 
This advanced college-level course expands upon the Algebra II TEKS by providing greater pace, depth, and complexity of 
content and includes an advanced study of the complex number system, with emphasis on the use of algebra to solve real-world 
problems. Included in this course are many of the topics normally studied in elementary analysis (number topics in trigonometry 
and statistics). 
 
Mathematical Models with Applications 

 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 2031 
 Prerequisite ... Teacher Recommendation 

 
In this course, students use algebraic, graphical, and geometrical reasoning to recognize patterns and structure, to model 
information, and to solve real life applied problems related to finance, data analysis, chance, probability, patterns in music, art 
and architecture, and scientific growth and decay. Students use mathematical models from algebra, geometry, probability and 
statistics, and connections among these to solve problems from a wide variety of advanced applications in both mathematical and 
non-mathematical situations. Students use a variety of representations (concrete, numerical, algorithmic, graphical), tools, and 
technology to link modeling techniques and purely mathematical concepts to solve applied problems. This course may not 
address minimum college admissions standards. 
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Precalculus 

 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 2042 
 Prerequisite ... Geometry & Algebra II 

 
Pre-calculus integrates the topics of trigonometry, elementary analysis, and analytic geometry to represent mathematical 
situations, to express, generate, and study mathematical concepts and the relationships among them. The topics covered in pre-
calculus are necessary for success in physics and calculus. Emphasis is placed on fundamental trigonometric properties and the 
study of functions and relations. Students who wish to leave open the option of taking calculus in college should include pre-
calculus in their high school program. 
 
Dual Credit Precalculus  

 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 2034 
 Prerequisite ... Pre-AP Geometry & Pre-AP Algebra II  along with Placement Testing for College Credit 

 
In this advanced course students continue to build on prior mathematical foundations as they expand their understanding through 
more complex experiences and in-depth problem-solving activities.  Symbolic reasoning and analytic methods are used to 
represent mathematical situations, express generalizations, and make connections among a variety of concepts and relationships.  
The fall semester will concentrate on polynomial, rational, logarithmic, and exponential functions; systems of equations, 
progressions, sequences and series, and matrices and determinants.  The spring semester will emphasize trigonometric functions 
involving graphing sinusoids, identities, angular velocity, and vectors.  To receive college credit students must register each 
semester at Paris Junior College and pay all applicable fees. Upon registration and successful completion of each semester 
students are awarded credit for College Algebra (Math 1314-fall) and Trigonometry (Math 1316-spring) through Paris Junior 
College. 
 
AP or Dual Credit Calculus I and II 

 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ...........  1/2   
 Course #......... 2044 / 2045 
 Prerequisite ... Dual Credit Precalculus 

 
This course is an integrated study of analytic geometry and calculus. Fall semester topics will include the Cartesian plane, 
functions, limits, differentiation and applications, integration, inverse functions, transcendental functions. Spring semester is a 
continuation of the integrated study of analytic geometry and calculus. Topics will normally include: applications of integration, 
integration techniques, sequences and series, conics, parametric equations and polar coordinates. To receive college credit 
students must register each semester at Paris Junior College and pay all applicable fees. Upon registration and successful 
completion of each semester, students are awarded credit for Calculus I (Math 2413-fall) and Calculus II (Math 2414-spring) 
through Paris Junior College. 
 
STAAR Algebra Lab 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1 (Local) 
 Course #......... 2125 
 Prerequisite ... STAAR Math Non-mastery or Teacher Recommendation 

 
Mathematics STAAR course is designed to ensure that students have the skills necessary to perform effectively in the 
mathematics classroom and on the state assessments. The courses will utilize practice tests, individually targeted instruction, and 
ongoing evaluation for test preparation and remediation. Various materials and programs will be used to refresh skills, to 
familiarize students with test formats and directions, and to teach test-taking strategies. 
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Introduction                Science 
 

Graduation Requirement: Four credits for Recommended or Distinguished Achievement Program 
      Three credits for Foundation Plan (must include Biology) 
 
The science program provides students with manipulative laboratory skills, critical thinking skills, and analytical skills as 
well as opportunities to use problem-solving strategies. Through laboratory activities and investigation, data will be 
collected to strengthen the ability to interpret natural phenomena and to develop skills in the use of scientific equipment and 
procedures. All of the disciplines will focus on helping students to live effectively in today’s world, to answer questions 
about the physical environment, and to be better prepared to evaluate the issues of our modern technological society. 
Students are expected to complete four units of science to graduate under the Recommended or Distinguished Graduation 
Program.  

 
 

Career Opportunities                Science 
 

Astronaut      Forensic Scientist     Nurse  
Biologist      Game Warden     Optometrist  
Chemical Engineer    Genetic Counselor    Park Ranger  
Chemist      Genetic Engineer    Public Health Services  
Dental Hygienist     Geneticist     Physical Therapist  
Dentist       Laboratory Technician   Physicist 
Drug Rehabilitation    Marine Biologist    Research Scientist 
Environmental Protection   Medical Doctor    Soil Scientist 
Environmental Scientist   Medical Technician    Teacher 
Conservationist     Museum Curator    Zoologist 
Epidemiologist     Mining   
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Endorsement                Science 
 

STEM [Science]
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade12

PreAP English I PreAP English II AP English III AP English IV or English IV DC

PreAP Algebra I PreAP Geometry *PreAP Algebra II *Precalculus DC

PreAP Biology PreAP Chemistry PreAP Physics *Biology DC

PreAP US History PreAP World History AP US History Government/Economics

Fine Art Elective Elective AP Physics (new)

PreAP Spanish I PreAP Spanish II Elective Elective

PE / Wellness Elective Elective Elective

 
Course Listings                Science 
 
Biology                 EOC Graduation Requirement 

 Grade  ............ 9 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 3012 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
Student Profile 

 interested in living things 
 able to follow directions carefully in order to perform safe laboratory experiments 

 
Biology is designed as an entry level course focusing on the major concepts in biology and their application in our society. The 
content emphasized to illustrate the major concepts and skills of this course will be related to the study of life and human 
experiences. This course is designed to provide students with a strong foundation and conceptual understanding of Biology. 
 
Pre-AP Biology              EOC Graduation Requirement 

 Grade  ............ 9 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 3013 
 Prerequisite ... Advanced Coursework Criteria 

 
Student Profile 

 highly motivated and college bound 
 anticipates taking Biology Dual Credit 

 
Pre-AP Biology was developed as a course for the academically gifted or college bound student. This advanced course takes the 
concepts of Biology and expands them to include an in-depth study of cellular biology, taxonomy, microbiology, and genetics in 
order to prepare students for future Advanced Placement or Dual Credit Biology.  
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Integrated Physics and Chemistry (IPC) 

 Grade  ............ 10 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 3011 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
IPC requires students to investigate the disciplines of physics and chemistry using scientific methods to make informed decisions.  
Concept strands include the following: scientific inquiry through environmentally appropriate and ethical field and laboratory 
investigations, critical thinking, problem solving, and decision making, energy transformation, effects of waves, force and 
motion, properties of matter and its components, chemical solutions, and affect of changes in matter on everyday life.  This 
course is recommended for students graduating under the Minimum Graduation Plan.  If a Minimum Plan student chooses not to 
take IPC, he/she must earn one credit in Chemistry and one credit in Physics.  
 
Chemistry 

 Grade  ............ 10 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 3022 
 Prerequisite ... Biology 

 
Student Profile 

 interested in learning about the nature of the substances and products within our world 
 enjoys the inquiry method in a laboratory setting 
 able to follow directions carefully in order to perform safe laboratory experiments 

 
Chemistry is designed to introduce students to relevant chemistry concepts and investigations. The scientific inquiry method, 
measurement and data gathering techniques, the atom, naming and using chemicals that are familiar to the student, identifying 
chemicals, balancing equations, and laboratory investigations of new products will be investigated. This course is designed to 
provide students with a strong foundation and conceptual understanding of chemistry, which will prepare students to take a 
variety of other science courses. 
 
Pre-AP Chemistry 

 Grade  ............ 10 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 3023 
 Prerequisite ... Pre-AP Biology or Advanced Coursework Criteria 

 
Student Profile 

 highly motivated and college bound 
 preparing to take the Advanced Placement Exam in chemistry 
 interested in doing extensive laboratory experimentation 

 
Pre-AP Chemistry is an advanced level course taking the concepts of chemistry and expanding them to include dimensional 
analysis and a greater emphasis on data collection and laboratory investigations. A more in-depth look at chemical concepts will 
prepare students to take future Advanced Placement studies in chemistry. 
 
Principles of Technology 

 Grade  ............ 11 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 3026 
 Prerequisite ... Biology, Chemistry 

 
Student Profile 

 interested in how things work  
 enjoys problem-solving in the laboratory 
 able to follow directions carefully 

 
Principles of Technology applies physics principles in a laboratory setting.  In this course, students will use a systems approach to 
investigate mechanical, fluid, electrical, and thermal systems. Students will solve problems, think critically, and make decisions 
related to technology while applying communication, science, and mathematics knowledge and skills to technological activities. 
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Physics 

 Grade  ............ 11 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 3033 
 Prerequisite ... Biology, Chemistry 

 
Student Profile 

 interested in how things work  
 interested in studying electricity, sound, and motion 
 able to follow directions carefully and use math skills commensurate with Algebra 1 

 
Physics is an interest level course which looks at the principles of motion from autos to airplanes and from molecules to moons 
and examines electricity from the power of toasters to the fuses in the family car. Light and waves will be studied from 
communication to holography. Physics will provide students with a better understanding of the way our world works. This course 
is designed to provide students with a strong foundation and conceptual understanding of physics which will prepare students to 
take a variety of other physics courses. 
 
Pre-AP Physics 

 Grade  ............ 11 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 3034 
 Prerequisite ... Pre-AP Biology, Pre-AP Chemistry 

 
Student Profile 

 highly motivated and college bound 
 enjoys using mathematics in real life applications 
 able to follow directions carefully and use math skills commensurate with Algebra 2 

 
Pre-AP Physics will develop the conceptual foundations in Physics and add mathematical structure to help broaden student 
understanding. Topics include kinematics, dynamics, work-energy, impulse-momentum, properties of matter, heat, 
thermodynamics electricity and magnetism, optics.  
 
Anatomy and Physiology 

 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 3036 
 Prerequisite ... Biology, Chemistry, Physics 

 
Student Profile 

 interested in the structure of the human body 
 interested in a career within the medical field such as medical doctor, registered nurse, physical therapist, lab technician 

 
Anatomy and Physiology focuses on the study of the structure and functioning of the human body, its individual systems, and the 
integration of the body systems into an efficiently functioning organism. Respiration, transportation, nutrition, excretion, 
support/movement, and reproduction are the major topics covered. Dissection is a major component of this course and 
participation in dissection labs is required. 
 
Dual Credit Biology 

 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 3045 
 Prerequisite ... Pre-AP Biology, Pre-AP Chemistry, Pre-AP Physics 

 
Student Profile 

 highly motivated,  college bound, and able to read at a college level 
 able to follow directions carefully and use math skills commensurate with Precalculus 

 
This course is a college introductory course usually taken by students during their first year. The college course in biology differs 
significantly from the usual first high school course in biology with respect to the kind of textbook used, the range and depth of 
topics covered, the kind of laboratory work done by students, and the time and effort required of students. This is highly 
recommended for students interested in pursuing a career in the medical field. To receive college credit students must register 
each semester at Paris Junior College and pay all applicable fees. Upon registration and successful completion of each semester 
students are awarded college credit for Biology 1408 (fall) and Biology 1409 (spring).  
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Introduction                Social Studies 
 

Graduation Requirement:  3 1/2 credits + 1/2 credit economics 
 
The social studies curriculum is designed to aid students in the development of appropriate knowledge, skills, and attitudes 
to be responsible, contributing citizens in our society.  Students are expected to complete four units of social studies and 
beginning with the Class of 2015 pass an End of Course Assessment in World Geography, World History, and US History. 
 

Career Opportunities                Social Studies 
 

Anthropologist     Foreign Affairs     Politician  
Art Historian     Historian      Psychologist 
Civic Service       History Professor    Sociologist  
Curator - Museum    History Teacher    Stock Broker  
Economist      Lawyer     
 

Course Listings                Social Studies 
 
United States History            EOC Graduation Requirement 

 Grade  ............ 9 & 11 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 4012 / 4032 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
United States History covers the emergence of the United States (from Reconstructions to present) as a world power, using the 
social studies disciplines of history, geography, economics, sociology, and political science). 
 
Pre-AP United States History          EOC Graduation Requirement 

 Grade  ............ 9 & 11 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 4013 / 4033 
 Prerequisite ... Advanced Coursework Criteria 

 
United States History covers the emergence of the United States (from Reconstruction to present) as a world power, using the 
social studies disciplines of history, geography, economics, sociology, and political science. Coordinated with the required 
classroom curriculum, independent study and research will enable students to develop necessary knowledge and critical-thinking 
skills, which are required of a more rigorous course of study. 
 
World History 

 Grade  ............ 10 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 4022 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
World History provides an overview of the history of mankind, a study of man’s Western heritage, and of significant non-
Western cultures. Emphasis will be on people, cultures and events. 
 
Pre-AP World History 

 Grade  ............ 10 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 4023 
 Prerequisite ... Advanced Coursework Criteria 

 
Pre-AP World History is an advanced level course covering pre-history to the present. This course includes the study of man’s 
Western heritage and the significant Non-Western cultures with an emphasis on people, politics, cultures, and events. Critical 
thinking, independent study, and research are stressed in this course. 
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 World Geography 
 Grade  ............ 11 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 40?? 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
World Geography focuses on a basic understanding of man and his adaptation to his environment. The curriculum integrates the 
study of landforms, location, climate, natural resources, and culture to provide a holistic profile of World Geography. Other 
studies vital to geography will include astronomy, geology, meteorology, climatology, and cartography. 
 
Pre-AP World Geography 

 Grade  ............ 11 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 40?? 
 Prerequisite ... Advanced Coursework Criteria 

 
Pre-AP World Geography presents a conceptual framework of people and their adaptation to their environment using case studies 
and class discussions as a springboard to acquiring a deeper understanding of our world. Various projects related to World 
Geography studies will be required of students throughout the course. Pre-AP World Geography covers the same content as 
World Geography. The pace of the course is accelerated with differentiated student projects and assessments. 
 
AP United States History 

 Grade  ............ 11 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 4034 
 Prerequisite ... Advanced Coursework Criteria 

 
AP United States History is designed to provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal 
critically with the study of United States History. The course prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by 
making demands upon them equivalent to introductory college courses. Students should learn to assess historical documents for 
their relevance, reliability, and importance. Students will also learn to weight the evidence and interpretations presented in 
historical scholarship. A summer reading assignment is required. Students will be expected to take the Advanced Placement 
Exam in US History. 
 
United States Government 

 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ........... 1/2 
 Course #......... 4042 
 Prerequisite ... World Geography, World History, US History 

 
Government is a one-semester course consisting of a comparative study of the basic political and economic philosophies under 
which the modern world nations operate. A working knowledge of the federal and state constitutions is emphasized to encourage 
the students to participate actively in the American political process. Community resources are incorporated into the course to 
bring students into personal contact with varied aspects of government. 
 
Pre-AP United States Government 

 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ........... 1/2 
 Course #......... 4043 
 Prerequisite ... Pre-AP World Geography, Pre-AP World History, Pre-AP or AP US History 

 
Government Honors is a one-semester course that gives students an analytical perspective on government and politics in the 
United States. This course includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret US politics and the analysis of specific 
examples. It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute United States politics. 
Students should become acquainted with the variety of theoretical perspectives and explanations for various behaviors and 
outcomes in government and politics. 
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Economics 
 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ........... 1/2 
 Course #......... 4046 
 Prerequisite ... World Geography, World History, US History 

 
United States Economics is a one-semester course which helps the students understand events and conditions in the economy 
such as inflation, high unemployment, the energy crisis, and economic instability, in an attempt to make the student a better 
decision-maker. 
 
Pre-AP Economics  

 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ........... 1/2 
 Course #......... 4047 
 Prerequisite ... Pre-AP World Geography, Pre-AP World History, Pre-AP or AP US History 

 
This accelerated course focuses on the same TEKS and concept map topics as economics with emphasis on the free enterprise 
system and its benefits; however, content is presented at a faster pace, and student products/projects are expected to reveal more 
depth and complexity of thought.  Students analyze the interaction of supply, demand, and price and study the role of financial 
institutions in a free enterprise system.  
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Introduction                Spanish 
 

Graduation Requirement: Three credits for Distinguished Achievement Program 
      Two credits for Recommended Program 
 
A goal of language learning is to be able to converse in and understand the language in both formal and informal situations. 
To enhance the student’s enjoyment of speaking, reading, and writing in the language, current records, tapes, films, 
videotapes are used as supplementary materials as are opportunities to meet and talk with people from other countries. 
 
The Recommended high school program for student requires two years of the same world language; the Distinguished Plan 
requires three years.  Students may continue for a third, fourth, and fifth year, take the Advanced Placement Examination in 
May, and receive from nine to twenty-four college credits in Spanish depending on the student’s scores and the college or 
university acceptance of the score.  Students also have the option to take the class dual credit from Paris Junior College and 
receive up to fourteen hours of college credit.   
 

 

Career Opportunities                Spanish 
 

Ambassador     Travel Agent      Military Attaché 
Anthropologist     Foreign Correspondent    Museum Curator 
Art Historian     Foreign Service     Naturalist 
Bilingual Secretary    Import / Export     Nurse 
Bilingual Teacher    International Relations    Peace Corps Worker 
Criminal Justice     International Legal      Physician 
Diplomat      Lawyer       Social Worker  
Environmentalist     Magazine Writer (Foreign)   Tour Guide  
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Endorsement                Spanish 
 

Arts and Humanities [World Language]
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade12

PreAP English I PreAP English II AP English III AP English IV or English IV DC

PreAP Algebra I PreAP Geometry *PreAP Algebra II *Precalculus DC

PreAP Biology PreAP Chemistry PreAP Physics *Biology DC

PreAP US History PreAP World History AP US History Government/Economics

PreAP Spanish I PreAP Spanish II Spanish III Dual Credit Spanish IV Dual Credit

Fine Art Elective Elective Elective

PE / Wellness Elective Elective Elective

 
 
Course Listings                Spanish 
 
Spanish I 

 Grade  ............ 10-11 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 8011 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
Spanish I offers an introduction to the language. It seeks to develop the four basic audio-lingual skills: listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. Class instruction at the outset includes intensive training in conversation and proceeds through reading and 
writing to formal grammatical structure. Textbook readings, audio-visual aids, and news items provide structural exposure, as 
well as an introduction to the cultures, geographies, and histories of Spanish-speaking countries. 
 
Pre-AP Spanish I 

 Grade  ............ 9-10 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 8012 
 Prerequisite ... Advanced Coursework Criteria 

 
Pre-AP Spanish I is designed to prepare students for the AP Spanish Language course.  It is intended for students who wish to 
develop Spanish-language proficiency and integrate their language skills using authentic materials and sources. This course will 
help students develop a basic knowledge of the language and cultures of Spanish-speaking people.  It addresses the TEKS for 
Spanish 1 at a faster pace and with more depth and complexity of vocabulary and grammar.   
 
Spanish II 

 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 8021 
 Prerequisite ... Spanish I 

 
Spanish II is designed to expand the communication skills learned in Spanish 1 within the limits of a controlled vocabulary and 
designated set of structural patterns.  Reading and written skills are developed on a variety of topics.  Writing is developed 
through dictation and guided compositions.  The study of culture, music, and short stories enhances instructional activities. 
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Pre-AP Spanish II 
 Grade  ............ 9-11 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 8022 
 Prerequisite ... Pre-AP Spanish I or Advanced Coursework Criteria 

 
Pre-AP Spanish II expands the Spanish II TEKS and provides enriched opportunities for students desiring to pursue language 
study at advanced levels.  Emphasis is placed on increasing the student’s listening, speaking, reading, and writing skill-
proficiency levels. This course stresses the development of oral proficiency and accurate comprehension of cultural reading 
material.  Students expand their use of grammatical constructions and vocabulary as well as begin the development of 
compositional skills. Elements of Hispanic culture are studied and explored in greater depth than in the regular Spanish II course.  
Spanish II Pre-AP is intended for students who plan to take Pre-AP Spanish III or Dual Credit the following year; therefore it 
serves as the introductory course for Advanced Placement Spanish Language exam preparation.   
 
Spanish III 

 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 8031 
 Prerequisite ... Spanish II 

 
This course is designed as a continuum of Spanish II with grammar reviewed, refined, and expanded.  Through speaking, 
listening, reading, and writing activities, students achieve a basic proficiency in language fluency.  Much more emphasis is 
placed on conversation as students strive to achieve the most authentic spoken accent.  Most instruction is given in Spanish, and 
students are expected to converse and complete their work in Spanish throughout the year; therefore command of the language is 
the key assessment in determining acquired skills and vocabulary. 
 
Dual Credit Spanish III 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 8033 
 Prerequisite ... Pre-AP Spanish II or Advanced Coursework Criteria 

 
This course is designed as a continuum of Pre-AP Spanish II with grammar reviewed, refined, and expanded.  Through speaking, 
listening, reading, and writing activities, students achieve a basic proficiency in language fluency.  Much more emphasis is 
placed on conversation as students strive to achieve the most authentic spoken accent.  History and culture are enhanced through 
a study of Spanish-speaking countries.  All work is completed in the target language with command of the language being 
indicative of acquired skills and vocabulary.  Students in grades 10-12 may take Spanish 3 DC for eight hours of dual credit as it 
is equivalent to the Paris Junior College “Beginning Spanish” course. To receive college credit students must register each 
semester at Paris Junior College and pay all applicable fees. Upon registration and successful completion of each semester 
students are awarded credit for Spanish 1411 (fall) and Spanish 1412 (spring) through Paris Junior College.  
   
AP / Dual Credit Spanish IV 

 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 8043 
 Prerequisite ... Dual Credit Spanish III 

 
Spanish IV focuses on The College Board’s Advanced Placement Spanish Language curriculum and is oriented toward an active, 
flexible command of Spanish through personal use and understanding with more emphasis on pace, depth, and complexity of 
content. All work is completed in the target language with command of the language being indicative of acquired skills and 
vocabulary. All tenses are emphasized along with idioms. Communication through listening, speaking, reading, and writing is 
enriched constantly by cultural literacy. The history and culture of Spain and Latin America is continued through a study of 
literature, including fables, drama, novels, short stories, poetry, geography, and history.   
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Introduction                Fine Arts 
 
Graduation Requirement:  One credit 
The mission of the PISD Fine Arts Department is to educate every child in the District, in partnership with other academic 
disciplines, by empowering each to use his mind more creatively, inspiring him to be a life-long participant and supporter of the 
Arts, so that through the uniqueness of the Arts he will discover and share the uniqueness in himself and others. 

 

Career Opportunities                Fine Arts 
 

Visual Arts       Photographer         Broadway Dancer 
Animator      Potter              Conductor 
Architect      Set Designer            Musical Therapist 
Art Historian Store Display Designer Private Vocal Instructor  
Art Supply                 Private School Teacher 
Art Therapist     Performing Arts/Instrumental Music   Radio/TV Production 
Automobile Design    Composer         Opera 
Fashion Designer    Conductor         University Professor 
Film Maker      Instrumental Musician     
Fine Arts Teacher   Pianist/Organist        Performing Arts/Theater  
Industrial Designer    Radio/TV Production       Broadway Stage    
Interior Designer     Recording Artist        Commercial Advertiser 
Jewelry Designer                Designer for Stage and Screen 
Magazine Editor     Performing Arts/Vocal Music     Professional Actor 
Museum Curator     Booking Agent        Professional Choreographer 
Painter, Sculptor     Broadway Musical Theater      Dancer, Director, Teacher 
 
 

Endorsement                Fine Arts 
 

Arts and Humanities [Fine Arts]
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade12

English I English II English III College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / English IV

Algebra I Geometry Algebraic Reasoning /
*Algebra II

College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / *Precalculus

Biology IPC/ Chemistry Chemistry/ Physics *Principles of Technology /
Anatomy & Physiology

US History World History Elective Government/Economics

Fine Art 1 Fine Art 2 Fine Art 3 Fine Art 4

Professional
Communication / Health Spanish I Spanish II Elective

PE / Wellness Elective Elective Elective
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Course Listings                Fine Arts 
 
Art I 

 Grade  ............ 9-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 9011 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
Art I is a general visual art course that requires students to develop and organize ideas from the environment to illustrate ideas for 
artworks from elements, principles, and art vocabulary.  As a result of direct observation, experiences, and imagination, the 
student expresses ideas through original artworks and visual solutions, using a variety of media and tools with appropriate skill.  
Media include drawing, design, painting, printmaking, sculpture, and ceramics.  Participants demonstrate an understanding of art 
history and diverse culture as records of human achievement (styles, themes, trends, and career opportunities).  The student uses 
interpretation, evaluation, and analysis to develop life-long skills and make informed judgments about personal artworks and 
those of others.  He expresses his ideas creatively while challenging imagination, fostering reflective thinking, and developing 
disciplined effort and problem-solving skills. 
 
Art II 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 9012 
 Prerequisite ... Art I 

 
Art II builds upon the Art I experience through more in-depth exploration of media and tools to communicate specific ideas in 
drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, jewelry, photography/film making, and electronically generated art.  
Depending on student needs, one semester may be devoted to 2-D design and the other focused on 3-D design.  Students are 
involved in interpretation of visual parallels of natural and man-made environments, exploration of visual themes, use of precise 
vocabulary, formulation of multiple solutions, application of design skills, analysis of cultural artworks, research about career 
choices, and decision making about future directions in personal work.  Participants are also required to select and critique 
artworks, portfolios, and exhibitions of peers and others.  Museum tours are added to increase the depth of aesthetic growth and 
judgment.  Sketchbooks are required. 
 
Art III 

 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 9013 
 Prerequisite ... Art II 

 
This course builds upon the Art II experience with additional creative and critical development of artworks. Using and 
interpreting a broad range of media and tools, greater artistic skill abilities, and expressions of intent, students are involved in a 
lengthier and more in-depth concentration on perception, creative expression/performance, and flexible problem solving. 
Additional media and tools include art history and graphic design. AP Drawing, 2-D Design, and 3-D Design portfolios, along 
with ongoing sketchbooks, are required. Participants also develop framing skills, identify art career opportunities, and experience 
in-depth, sustained, self-directed exploration of one or more themes in personal artworks or artworks of others, including various 
movements and cultures in art.   
 
Art IV 

 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 9014 
 Prerequisite ... Art III 

 
Serious art students must apply for admission to this course by submitting an original portfolio of six two-dimensional pieces of 
art from direct observation.  They must be sufficiently self-disciplined to maintain a sketchbook and work independently on 
advanced products, with projects beginning the summer before AP Art IV enrollment.  Students must submit a portfolio of studio 
artworks (Drawing, 2-D Design, or 3-D Design) to be judged for quality and concentration.  In addition, quality artworks will be 
selected for a senior exhibition.  This course allows students who demonstrate a high level of creativity and expertise in art to 
begin developing their talents at a professional level, seriously examining a variety of potential art careers, and engaging in high-
level artistic criticism.   
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Theater Arts I 

 Grade  ............ 9-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 9081 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
This course provides students the opportunity to gain knowledge and appreciation of the theatre by participating in various acting 
exercises, including physical and vocal warm-ups, oral interpretation, monologues, and duet acting scenes.  Students learn the 
basic principles of stage movement and the entire rehearsal process by participating in class plays.  Concept map topics include 
the following:  introduction to the theatre, the physical theatre, pantomime, improvisation, improving diction, poetry and prose 
readings, script/play/character analysis, duet acting scene performances, monologues/performances, production elements, 
exploring technical theatre, careers in theatre, history of theatre, and production process.  Students interested in performing at 
UIL One-Act Play contests are highly encouraged to enroll in theatre arts courses. 
 
Theater Arts II, III 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 9082, 9083 
 Prerequisite ... Theater Arts I, II  as appropriate 

 
These courses are designed for students who wish to further explore the principles of theatre by participating in different styles of 
acting scenes.  Students are provided opportunities to analyze and direct scenes and plays.  Concept map topics include the 
following:  theatre throughout history, classical monologues, modern duet acting scenes, directing scenes, student written 
monologues, careers in the theatre, core analysis, music/stage video productions, play readings (classical, modern, and 
experimental). 
 
Technical Theater I, II, III 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 9084, 9085, 9086 
 Prerequisite ... Technical Theater I, II as appropriate and consent of instructor 

 
Technical Theatre is designed for students interested in the operation of equipment in the scene shop and the auditorium. The 
course provides students the opportunity to acquire construction and design aspects of theatre through the teaching of production 
and stagecraft. Students will also design sets and costumes, acquire advanced skills in make-up artistry, and learn sound and 
lighting techniques. Technical Theatre takes the playwright’s script from “page to stage” through the formation of highly trained 
production staffs.  The theatre tech students will able to assist in the production of various school activities requiring the use of 
the auditorium including: band and orchestra concerts, drill team productions, and various civic group activities. 
 
Band I, II, III, IV 

 Grade  ............ 9-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 9021, 9022, 9024, 9025 
 Prerequisite ... Band I, II,III as appropriate and audition 

 
Marching band is offered the fall semester; symphonic band with an ensemble emphasis is offered the spring semester.  These 
courses teach the basic individual and ensemble skills necessary for performance of a wide variety of band literature.  Self-
discipline, precision playing, leadership, teamwork, and outside-school rehearsals are required of all participants.  Students will 
perform at various concerts, concert festivals, UIL contests, parades, and football games.  Performance at selected events is 
mandatory for course credit.  Band I may be offered as a separate course and will concentrate on the fundamentals of tone 
quality, pitch matching, scales, sight-reading, and style.  Students will prepare music for marching band and selected concert 
performances. 
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Instrumental Ensemble 

 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 9029 
 Prerequisite ... Band IV concurrent and instructor consent 

 
Instrumental ensemble is designed for a select group of instrumental musicians who will study and perform intricate stage music.  
Improvisation and music theory are integral parts of the curriculum.  This course is performance-oriented; thus participation at 
concerts, community events, invitational contests, and prescribed music competitions is part of the course requirements.  
Emphasis is placed on individual competition and musicianship.  
 
Mixed Choir I, II, III, IV 

 Grade  ............ 9-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #.........  9064, 9065, 9066, 9067 
 Prerequisite ... Mixed Choir I, II, III as appropriate 

 
In Mixed Choir, students develop their intellect and refine their emotions, understand the cultural and creative nature of musical 
artistry, and make connections among music, the other arts, technology, and other aspects of social life.  Through two creative 
performances, the Christmas Concert and Spring Concert, students apply the expressive technical skills of music and additional 
critical thinking skills to evaluate multiple forms of problem solving.  Performances at the two concerts listed count as the 
student's semester exam grade. 
 
JV Chorale I, II, III, IV 

 Grade  ............ 9-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #.........  9060, 9061, 9062, 9063 
 Prerequisite ... JV Chorale I, II, III as appropriate and audition 

 
In JV Chorale students develop their intellect, refine their emotions, understand the cultural and creative nature of musical 
artistry, and make connections among music, the other arts, technology, and other aspects of social life.  Through two creative 
performances, the Christmas Concert and the Spring Concert, students apply the expressive technical skills of music and 
additional critical thinking skills to evaluate multiple forms of problem solving.  Performances at the two concerts listed count as 
the student’s semester exam grade.  Students are expected to participate in UIL and TMEA competitions. 
 
Chorale I, II, III, IV 

 Grade  ............ 9-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #.........  9071, 9072, 9073, 9074 
 Prerequisite ... Chorale I, II,  III as appropriate and audition 

 
Chorale is the most demanding Paris High School choir.  Through many required opportunities for creative performance, students 
apply the expressive technical skills of music and additional critical thinking skills to evaluate multiple forms of problem solving.  
Required opportunities include, but are not limited to, the following contests:  Region, Area, and State TMEA auditions and 
clinics; UIL Solo and Ensemble Contest; UIL Concert and Sight-reading Contest; UIL State Solo and Ensemble performance, 
Combined PJC/PHS/North Lamar Concert, Christmas Concert, Dessert Theater, Pre-UIL Concert, and Spring Concert.  
Participation in these performances is mandatory and is the primary source of the student's grade.  Although Chorale performs a 
varied repertoire of moderately difficult to difficult music, classical literature, predominately in foreign languages, is the main 
emphasis of study. 
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Course Listings                Speech 
 

Graduation Requirement:  1/2 credit 
 
For successful participation in professional and social life, students must develop effective communication skills. Rapidly 
expanding technologies and changing social and corporate systems demand that students send clear verbal messages, choose 
effective nonverbal behaviors, listen for desired results, and apply valid critical-thinking and problem solving processes. 

 
Professional Communication  (Communication Applications) 

 Grade  ............ 9-12 
 Credits ........... 1/2 
 Course #......... 1502 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
Students enrolled in Communication Applications will be expected to identify, analyze, develop, and evaluate communication 
skills needed for professional and social success in interpersonal situations, group interactions, and personal and professional 
presentations. For high school students whose first language is not English, the students' native language serves as a foundation 
for English language acquisition and language learning. 
 
Professional Communication 

 Grade  ............ 9-12 
 Credits ........... 1/2 
 Course #......... 9400 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
Professional Communications blends written, oral, and graphic communication in a career-based environment. Careers in the 
global economy require individuals to be creative and have a strong background in computer and technology applications, a 
strong and solid academic foundation, and a proficiency in professional oral and written communication. Within this context, 
students will be expected to develop and expand the ability to write, read, edit, speak, listen, apply software applications, 
manipulate computer graphics, and conduct Internet research. This course satisfies the required credit for speech. 
 
 

Course Listings                Other Electives 
 
 
Health Education 

 Grade  ............ 9-12 
 Credits ........... 1/2 
 Course #......... 6012 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
Health is designed to provide knowledge and understanding of the following areas: lifetime, nutrition, communicable diseases, 
mental health, drug abuse, and prevention, safety and emergency procedures, family living, and environmental health. Students 
are expected to complete and present reports/projects to the class.  Guest speakers are frequently used to ensure that information 
presented is current and applicable.  
 
Psychology 

 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 1/2  
 Course #......... 4100 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
Psychology is the study of human behavior.  Course content examines many factors that contribute to the shaping and 
development of behavior.  These include how behavior develops and the patterns within physical, motor, language, emotional, 
social, and intellectual development. The influence of biology, heredity and environment, emotions, sensation and perception, 
and understanding personality is discussed.  Psychology offers the opportunity for a more hands-on learning environment that 
goes beyond a theoretical perspective into an actual observation of human behavior. 
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Sociology 
 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 1/2  
 Course #......... 4101 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
Sociology is a study of group behavior.  Course content includes the theory of sociology, culture, socialization, social order, 
social stratification, sex and gender, race and ethnicity, social deviance, and social change.  This social sciences course is directed 
to enhance an understanding of the human condition, thus allowing students to better understand the world around them.  
Leadership and negotiation skills, along with the use of critical thinking, decision making, problem solving, and reasoning, will 
be emphasized.   
 
 
 
Drill Team 1,2,3,4 

 Grade  ............ 9-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 7075, 7076, 7077, 7078 
 Prerequisite ... Drill Team 1, 2, 3 as appropriate and audition 

 
Drill Team 1 2, 3, and 4 are full year courses providing the student who successfully auditions with extensive work on technique, 
placement, and a series of steps from all genres of dance, including jazz, modern, ballet, tap, and folk. Following the drill 1 
course, drill team 2-4 will provide more physical and scientific perception of the body as a whole, creative expression through 
performance, historical and cultural heritage, and critical evaluation. The student will learn more advanced terminology, 
techniques, and the choreographic process which will enable them to pursue dance as a career or a beneficial attribute for life. In 
addition, students will continue developing their appreciation of dance as an art form. Drill team 1 will provide a PE waiver. 
 
Cheerleading 1,2,3,4 

 Grade  ............ 9-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 7071, 7072, 7073, 7074 
 Prerequisite ... Cheerleading 1, 2, 3 as appropriate and audition 

 
Cheer 1, 2, 3 and 4 are full year courses provided for the student who is successfully chosen at UCA tryouts.  Cheer will provide 
the student with daily benefits of exercise.  Along with this the student will learn proper cheer techniques, jump techniques, 
numerous cheers and chants and various dances.  The cheerleader will learn stunt progressions as well as AACCA safety 
standards.  As a cheerleader, the student will maintain and promote school spirit through support of athletics, school 
organizations and other PISD activities.  Various traits such as leadership, cooperation, responsibility, scholarship, 
sportsmanship, high standards of conduct and morals and athletic ability will be developed in each member. Cheerleading 1 will 
provide a PE waiver. 
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Introduction                Physical Education & Athletics 
 

Graduation Requirement:  One credit 
 
Physical Education Substitutes: 

 Drill Team (fall semester) 
 Marching Band (fall semester) 

 Cheerleading (fall semester) 
 

 
Athletic/Competitive Activities 

The following courses are offered as competitive activities and are governed by the rules and regulations of the University 
Interscholastic League.  A student may earn four credits in athletics toward state graduation requirements. 

 
 Baseball 
 Basketball 
 Cross Country  
 Football 

 Golf     
 Powerlifting 
 Softball 
 Soccer 

 Swimming 
 Tennis 
 Track 
 Volleyball  

 

Career Opportunities              Physical Education & Athletics 
 

Adaptive PE Coordinator     Fitness Programs     Sales  
Camp Director       Health Industry    Teacher 
Coach           Physical Therapist    Trainer 
Corporate Fitness Director     Recreation Director    Youth Director  
 

Course Listings                Physical Education & Athletics 
 
Foundations of Personal Fitness 

 Grade  ............ 9-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
The basic purpose of Foundations of Personal Fitness is to motivate students to strive for lifetime personal fitness with an 
emphasis on the health-related components of physical fitness.  The Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) addressed 
include teaching students about the process of becoming fit as well as assisting them to achieve some degree of fitness while 
enrolled in the course.  The concept of wellness, or striving to reach optimal levels of health, is the cornerstone of this one-
semester course and is exemplified by one of the course objectives – for students to design their own personal fitness program. 
 
Physical Education 2 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Prerequisite ... Foundations of Personal Fitness 

 
PE provides a basis for a lifetime program of physical fitness.  In addition to daily warm-up, strength, and flexibility exercises, 
students participate in an array of the following activities:  volleyball, football, conditioning, soccer, basketball, softball, track, 
table tennis, bowling, tennis, gymnastics, dance, and weight training.  Other instructional topics include team game play, 
substance abuse, fitness, wellness, and outdoor adventures. PE classes allow participants to acquire the knowledge and skills for 
movement, thus providing the foundation for enjoyment, continued social development through physical activity, and access to a 
physically active and healthier lifestyle. 
 
Unified Athletics 

 Grade  ............ 9-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Prerequisite ... ARD Placement 

 
Students have the opportunity to participate in a variety of athletic events, including swimming and bowling.  In addition, they 
may compete in scheduled Special Olympics events. 
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PARIS HIGH SCHOOL  

CAREER and TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
 

 Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 
 Architecture and Construction 
 Arts, Audio Visual Technology, & Communication  
 Business Management and Administration 
 Finance 
 Health Science 
 Hospitality and Tourism 
 Human Services 
 Information Technology 
 Law, Public Safety, Correction, and Security 
 Manufacturing 
 Marketing 
 Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math 
 Transportation, Distribution and Logistics 
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Introduction                Career and Technical Education 
 
Career and Technical Education courses are designed to prepare students in the technical and professional skills necessary to 
succeed in today’s high-demand occupational environment. Students have the opportunity to utilize their academic skills in the 
elective courses that can help a student explore his/her potential and establish future career goals. Career education may assist 
students by providing them with a means for enhanced earning potential while attending post-secondary education or training. 
Career education courses encourage students to develop a personal career plan and provide information for post-secondary 
education opportunities.  
 
Questions concerning any of the following courses or requests for career information may be directed to the Director of Career 
and Technical Education, Brock Blassingame.   
 

Career Planning                Career and Technical Education 
 

 

FACTS EVERYONE SHOULD KNOW 
(According to a National Education Goals Panel Survey in Texas, Interlink) 

 
 For every 1000 high school students, 86% graduate. 

 
 Of that 86% or 860 students, 50% or 430 go to a four-year college. 

 
 Of that 50%, only 20% or 86 students ever graduate = 8.6% of Texas high school students 

achieving a college level education. 
 

 By the year 2030, between 30-40% of the Texas workforce will be a dropout. 
 

 For every college graduate, there will be three individuals who do not finish high school. 
 

 
DOES SCHOOL REALLY PAY OFF?  The answer is an unequivocal YES!! One of the largest factors in 
determining your future is the amount of school you have completed.   
 
Talk about a great return on your investment!  Just think; by staying in school, you are probably going to earn 
$9,000.00 more a year than if you dropped out. 
 
The best part is that the more school you complete, the higher your average annual salary could be. The chart below 
details average annual incomes based on the highest level of school completed. 
 
 

Educational Attainment Average Annual Income 
Professional $90,220.00 

Doctorate $84,448.00 

Master’s  $67,600.00 

Bachelor’s $55,432.00 

Associate $40,820.00 

High School Graduation Only $33,904.00 

Not a high school graduate $24,492.00 
                       US Department of Labor, 2013 

REMEMBER: Poverty level is considered $23,550.00 per year and below for a family of four. 
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Student Leadership                Career and Technical Education 
 

Leadership training is an essential component in Career and Technical Education programs. These organizations 
serve as a cohesive agent in the worldwide networking of education, business, and industry. Competitive events 
enhance career preparation, workplace competencies, self-confidence, and the instructional program. 
 
 

BPA (Business Professionals of America) 
 BPA is a student organization that contributes to the advancement of leadership, citizenship, personal 

growth, academic, and technological skills. Competitive events enhance career and job preparation, 
workplace competencies, self-confidence, and the instructional program. 

 
 
FCCLA (Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America) 
 FCCLA is a student organization that provides opportunities for personal growth and leadership 

development through Family and Consumer Sciences Education. Focusing on the multiple roles of family 
member wage earner and community leader, FCCLA members develop skills for life through personal 
development, creative and critical thinking, interpersonal communications, practical knowledge, and career 
preparation. 

 
 
FFA (Future Farmers of America) 
 FFA is a student organization that contributes to the advancement of leadership, citizenship, personal 

growth, academic, and technological skills. Competitive events enhance career job preparation, workplace 
competencies, self-confidence, and the instructional program. 

 
 
HOSA (Health Occupations Students of America) 
 HOSA is a student organization that provides opportunities for leadership development, knowledge and 

skill recognition through the competitive events program and community service projects. By networking 
with health care professionals, students receive guidance in selecting and pursuing a health career. 

 
 
SKILLS USA (SKILLS USA/Vocational Industrial Clubs of America) 
 SKILLS USA is a student organization for young people enrolled in trade and industrial programs. As an 

integral part of the instructional program, Skills USA activities enhance and expand classroom instruction. 
Activities are directly related to the objectives of courses in Trade and Industrial Education. 

 
 
TAFE (Texas Association of Future Educators) 
 TAFE is a statewide leadership organization that encourages students to learn about careers in education 

and assists them in exploring the teaching profession while promoting character, service and leadership 
skills necessary for becoming effective educators. 
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CO-OPS                Career and Technical Education 
 
Career Preparation Work Programs “Co-ops” 
 
Students may choose to receive THREE high school elective credits per year for attending one Career Preparation 
class and working 15 hours per week in a related career field. Students are paid for the hours employed and must 
follow the guidelines established by Paris ISD.  Students may receive teacher assistance in finding job openings but 
students are responsible for securing employment on their own. Students may enter this program at the beginning of 
each school year. Students must have an approved employment location by the end of the first week of the semester 
in order to earn credit. 
 
Students are eligible for an early release from school in order to report to their employment location. Students will 
receive instruction concerning work ethics, attitude, employer’s expectations, and goal setting. Students will be 
monitored at the employment location and receive on-the-job experience and training. The majority of these students 
tend to graduate with an enhanced resume. Students must be 16 years old to be considered and their attendance and 
grades will be evaluated. Enrollment is by application only and must be approved by the instructor or the Career & 
Technical Director. Students should review the different career options and select the course based on individual 
interest and job site. 
 
Agricultural Science and Technology Career Preparation I & II 
Employment placement must be in a related agricultural area that could be defined as Agribusiness Marketing 
& Management, Environmental & Natural Resources, Horticulture, Mechanized Agriculture, Value-added & Food 
Processing, Food & Fiber Production, and Agriculture/Agribusiness. 
 
Business Information Management I 
Business Information Management II 
Employment placement must be in a related business area that could be defined as Accounting, Administrative 
Procedures, Business Computer Programming, Computer Information Processing, International Business, and other 
related business positions. 
 
Family and Consumer Sciences Career Preparation I & II 
Employment placement must be in a related family & consumer sciences area that could be defined as Services for 
Older Adults, Child Care, Food Production, Food Management, and Food Services, Hospitality Services, 
Institutional, Maintenance Services, Textile and Apparel Services, Home Furnishings and Equipment, etc. 
 
Marketing Education Career Preparation I & II 
Employment placement must be in a related marketing area that could be defined as: Fashion Marketing, 
Food Marketing, Hotel Management, Restaurant Management, Services Marketing, Travel & Tourism, General 
Merchandising, etc. 
 
Trade and Industrial Career Preparation I & II 
Employment placement must be in a related trade or industrial area that could be defined as: Computer Repair, 
Communications & Media Systems, Construction-Maintenance Systems, Electrical-Electronic Systems, Industrial & 
Manufacturing Systems, Metal Technology Systems, Metal Technology, Personal and Protective Service Systems, 
Transportation Systems, etc. 
 
Work Study 1 and 2* 
The Work Study class is a work/study program designed to transition students with special needs into the world of 
work. Vocational training and job experience are continued with academic courses in a special curriculum that leads 
to maximum development of employment potential. Students are responsible for securing their own employment 
(This course is designed for students eligible for special education services. Enrollment is based on Admission, 
Review, and Dismissal (ARD) committee decision and instructional arrangement.) 
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Introduction                Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 
 

The production, processing, marketing, distribution, financing, and development of agricultural commodities and resources 
including food, fiber, wood products, natural resources, horticulture, and other plant and animal products/resources. 
 

Career Opportunities           Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 
 

Agricultural Engineer      Farmer / Farmer Manager     Range Manager 
Agricultural Scientist      Fish and Game Warden      Teacher 
Biological Scientist      Forester and Conservation Scientist   Technical Sales Rep 
Cooperative Extension Service    Landscape Architect      Technician-Food 
Crop Protection       Quality Control       Veterinarian 
 

Endorsement           Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 
 

Business and Industry [Agriculture, Land, & Natural Resources]
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade12

English I English II English III College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / English IV

Algebra I Geometry Algebraic Reasoning /
*Algebra II

College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / *Precalulus

Biology IPC/ Chemistry Chemistry/ Physics *Principles of Technology /
Anatomy & Physiology

US History World History Elective Government/Economics

Principles of Agriculture
& Natural Resources

Livestock Production
/Equine Science Horticulture Science Landscape Design & Turf

Management

Fine Art

Professional
Communication /
Wildlife Fisheries &
Ecology Mgt.

Elective Elective

PE / Wellness Spanish I Spanish II Elective

   
 

Course Listings                Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 
 
Principles of Agriculture & Natural Resources 

 Grade  ............ 9-11 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9300 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
This is the recommended class for incoming freshmen or first-year agriculture students. The course addresses the broad spectrum 
of agriculture science/agribusiness. Students in this class will focus on the scope of world, national and local agriculture issues. 
The course includes instructional units in agricultural career development, leadership, communications, personal finance, and 
mechanized agriculture. The course also includes soils, plants, animals, agricultural construction, food science, supervised 
agricultural experience programs, and leadership. 
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Livestock Production 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1/2 
 Course #......... 9306 
 Prerequisite ... Principles of Agriculture & Natural Resources 

 
This course develops the knowledge and skills pertaining to the nutrition, reproduction, health, and management of domestic 
animals. It provides the necessary background for students preparing for careers in the veterinary field. 
 
Equine Science 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1/2 
 Course #......... 9307 
 Prerequisite ... Principles of Agriculture & Natural Resources 

 
This technical course is designed to develop knowledge and skills pertaining to the selection, nutrition, reproduction, health, and 
management of horses. It prepares students with the basics of horse ownership and careers in the equine industry. 
 
Wildlife Fisheries & Ecology Management 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1/2 
 Course #......... 9308 
 Prerequisite ... Principles of Agriculture & Natural Resources 

 
This course is designed to examine the importance of wildlife and outdoor recreation with emphasis on using wildlife and natural 
resources responsibly.  Curriculum includes the hunter safety course required for a student to purchase a hunting license in Texas. 
 
Horticulture Science 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9309 
 Prerequisite ... Principles of Agriculture & Natural Resources 

 
This technical course is designed to develop knowledge and skills related to the management and production of greenhouse and 
nursery crops. Topics include classification and identification of plants, maintenance and storage of tools, plant propagation 
techniques, marketing techniques, maintenance of structures and equipment, and management of environmental conditions. 
 
Principles and Elements of Floral Design 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9310 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
This course is designed to develop student’s ability to identify and demonstrate the principles and techniques related to floral 
design.  The student will be expected to make floral designs using silk flowers to prepare corsages and boutonnieres, and prepare 
floral designs for specific occasions.   
 
Agriculture Mechanics & Metal Technologies 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9303 
 Prerequisite ... Principles of Agriculture & Natural Resources 

 
This technical course develops skills and knowledge associated with metal fabrication. Students will get hands-on experience in 
safety and laboratory procedures: identifying, cutting, drilling, shaping and filling materials; use of the cutting torch to heat, cut 
and bend materials; basic steps of arc welding, MIG welding and plasma cutting process. Students will be required to purchase 
supplies for personal aspects. (This is the introductory course for the Welding I and II courses.) 
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Introduction                Architecture and Construction 
 

Architecture and Construction career fields include the creative and detailed drafting of architectural designs with a focus on 
environmentally friendly outcomes. For the more active and outdoor-oriented student, the construction fields that include the 
execution of blueprints into a finished project or home become the focus. Students entering into these fields must be able to 
measure well and do math functions with relative ease. 
 

Career Opportunities                Architecture and Construction 
 

Architect       Dry Wall     Landscape Architect   
Brick Mason      Electrician    Painter 
Cabinet Makers      Flooring     Plumber 
Career Tech Teacher     Framer     Project Manager 
Construction Manager     Industrial Designer   Roofer     
Drafter        Interior Designer           
   
 

Endorsement                Architecture and Construction 
 

Business and Industry [Construction]
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade12

English I English II English III College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / English IV

Algebra I Geometry Algebraic Reasoning /
*Algebra II

College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / *Precalulus

Biology IPC/ Chemistry Chemistry/ Physics *Principles of Technology /
Anatomy & Physiology

US History World History Elective Government/Economics

Principles of
Architecture &
Construction

Construction
Technology

Advanced Construction
Technology

Practicum in Construction
Management

Fine Art Construction
Technology

Advanced Construction
Technology

Practicum in Construction
Management

PE / Wellness Spanish I Spanish II Elective

 
 

Course Listings                Architecture and Construction 
 
Principles of Architecture and Construction 

 Grade  ............ 9-11 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9700 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
This cluster course is designed to provide a basic understanding of career opportunities, training requirements, and minimal skills 
in seven construction-related careers:  heating, ventilation, air-conditioning, and refrigeration (HVACR), bricklaying/stone 
masonry, carpentry, electrical trades, painting and decorating, plumbing/pipefitting, and industrial/heavy construction. 
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Construction Technology 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 2 
 Course #......... 9701 
 Prerequisite ... Principles of Architecture and Construction 

 
Construction Technology is designed to provide job-specific training for entry-level employment in the following construction-
related careers: carpentry, bricklayer/stone mason, electrician, plumber, painter, and decorator.   
 
Advanced Construction Technology 

 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 2 
 Course #......... 9702 
 Prerequisite ... Construction Technology 

 
Advanced Construction Technology is designed to enhance entry-level training and employment.   
 
Practicum in Construction Management 

 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ........... 2 
 Course #......... 9703 
 Prerequisite ... Advanced Construction Technology 

 
Practicum in Construction Management is designed to enhance entry-level training and employment.   
 
Architectural Design 

 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9203 
 Prerequisite ... Engineering Design and Presentation 

 
In this course, students become proficient using computer aided design software, and learn dimensioning techniques, isometric 
drawing, section views, and three dimensional modeling basics.  Students will also prepare for industry certification in 
AutoCAD. Students are encouraged to join SkillsUSA to compete in vocational-based career contests. 
 
Advanced Architectural Design 

 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ........... 2 
 Course #......... 9204 
 Prerequisite ... Architectural Design 

 
In this course, students will continue learning about architectural drawing.  This course is project based.  Students will choose 
projects that are relevant and helpful to the community.  Students are encouraged to join SkillsUSA to compete in vocational 
based career contests. 
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Introduction                Arts, A/V Technology, and Communication 
 

The Arts, Audio Visual Technology, and Communication career areas include the mastery and use of computer or other 
technology along with individual creativity. People who use their artistic talent with training in the latest design software 
should be able to find many opportunities for employment.  
 

Career Opportunities          Arts, A/V Technology, and Communication 
 

Advertising Design     Computer Graphic Designer    Illustrator   
Art Gallery Owner     Graphic Artist       Media Director  
Audio-Video Producer    Fashion Designer      Photographer 
   
 

Endorsement          Arts, A/V Technology, and Communication 
     

Business and Industry [Audio/Video Technology]
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade12

English I English II English III College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / English IV

Algebra I Geometry Algebraic Reasoning /
*Algebra II

College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / *Precalculus

Biology IPC/ Chemistry Chemistry/ Physics *Principles of Technology /
Anatomy & Physiology

US History World History Elective Government/Economics

Principles of Business,
Marketing, & Finance

Principles of Arts, A/V
Technology &
Communication (Blue
Tube)

Audio/Video Production Advanced Audio/Video
Production

Fine Art Professional
Communication / Health Elective Advanced Audio/Video

Production

PE / Wellness Spanish I Spanish II Elective

   
 

Course Listings                Arts, A/V Technology and Communication 
 
Principles of Arts, A/V Technology and Communication (Blue Tube) 

 Grade  ............ 9-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9405 
 Prerequisite ... Competent Technology Skills and Instructor Consent 

 
Careers in audio and video technology and film production span all aspects of the audio/video communications industry. Within 
this context, in addition to developing technical knowledge and skills needed for success in the Arts, Audio/Video Technology, 
and Communications career cluster, students will be expected to develop an understanding of the industry with a focus on pre-
production, production, and post-production audio and video activities.  
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Audio/Video Production (Blue Tube 2) 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9406 
 Prerequisite ... Principles of Arts, A/V Technology and Communication 

 
Students will be expected to develop an advanced understanding of the industry with a focus on pre-production, production, and 
post-production activities. This course may be implemented in an advanced audio format or an advanced format, including both 
audio and video. 
 
Advanced Audio/Video Production (Blue Tube 3)   

 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 2 
 Course #......... 9407 

 
Students will be expected to develop an increasing understanding of the industry with a focus on applying pre-production, 
production, and post-production audio and video activities in a studio environment. This course may be implemented in an 
advanced audio, video, or animation format. Instruction may be delivered through lab-based classroom experiences or career 
preparation opportunities. 
  
Fashion Design 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9608 
 Prerequisite ... Principles of Human Services 

 
This technical laboratory course focuses on apparel from the perspectives of personal decision-making related to apparel, the 
apparel industry, and career preparation.  Topics include managing the apparel dollar; apparel repair and alteration; and wardrobe 
planning, care, and maintenance.  Quality apparel construction is addressed as it relates to consumer decision-making and career 
preparation for the apparel industry.  Other content addresses career options and management practices for assuming multiple 
family, community, and wage-earner roles. 
 
Professional Communication 

 Grade  ............ 9-12 
 Credits ........... 1/2 
 Course #......... 9400 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
Professional Communications blends written, oral, and graphic communication in a career-based environment. Careers in the 
global economy require individuals to be creative and have a strong background in computer and technology applications, a 
strong and solid academic foundation, and a proficiency in professional oral and written communication. Within this context, 
students will be expected to develop and expand the ability to write, read, edit, speak, listen, apply software applications, 
manipulate computer graphics, and conduct Internet research. This course satisfies the required credit for speech. 
 
Graphic Design and Illustration (formerly Yearbook Journalism 1) 

 Grade  ............ 9-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9096 
 Prerequisite ... Consent of Instructor 

 
This course introduces students to the fundamentals of yearbook publication, which includes journalistic writing, basic page 
layout, photograph cropping, beginning photography, organization, deadlines, and printing terminology.  The business aspects of 
yearbook marketing, sales, and distribution are emphasized.  
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Commercial Photography (formerly Yearbook Journalism 2) 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9097 
 Prerequisite ... Graphic Design and Illustration 

 
Students study advanced page design, interviewing skills, proofreading techniques, copyright laws, and yearbook production 
computer skills. Students are responsible for planning, designing, producing, financing, and distributing The Owl, the PHS 
yearbook. Special projects are assigned and due each six weeks.  Note: Student editors are expected to attend a yearbook 
workshop each summer to outline plans for the next edition. 
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Introduction                Business Management and Administration 
 

This comprehensive program provides students with meaningful instruction both for business and about business, while 
being flexible and adaptable to the needs of industry and society. Students are provided broad, transferable concepts and 
competencies that allow them to enter the job market with the ability to function in new and emerging technological 
occupations. 
 

Career Opportunities          Business Management and Administration 
 

Accountant & Auditor     Computer Programmer    Medical Secretary   
Bank Manager      Court Reporter     Management Consultant 
Buyer, Wholesale & Retail    CPA        Real Estate Manager 
City Manager      Educational Administrator   Stock Broker 
Claims Adjuster       Entrepreneur      Telecommunications Specialist  
         

Course Listings                Business Management and Administration 
 
Principles of Information Technology 

 Grade  ............ 9-10 
 Credits ........... 1/2 
 Course #......... 9100 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
In this course students will develop computer literacy skills to adapt to emerging technologies used in the global marketplace.  
Job opportunities and accompanying job duties and tasks will be studied.  Students will write resumes, create a portfolio, learn to 
use electronic methods of sending and receiving test information/file attachments and apply spreadsheet and data technology. 
 
Principles of Business, Marketing, & Finance 

 Grade  ............ 9-11 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9103 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
In Principles of Business, Marketing, and Finance, students gain knowledge and skills in economies and private enterprise 
systems, the impact of global business, marketing of goods and services, advertising, and product pricing. Students analyze the 
sales process and financial management principles. This course allows students to reinforce, apply, and transfer academic 
knowledge and skills to a variety of interesting and relevant activities, problems and settings in business, marketing, and finance.  
The student describes the characteristics of business, defines ethics in business, identifies the role and impact of government, the 
legal system, and organized labor in business, classifies types of businesses that market goods and services, understands the 
fundamental principles of money, and demonstrates an understanding of personal financial management. 
 
Business Information Management I 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9401 
 Prerequisite ... Principles of Business, Marketing, & Finance 

 
Business Information and Management I prepare students to apply technology to personal and business situations by focusing on 
word processing, spreadsheet, database, telecommunications, desktop publishing, and presentation management skills. Students 
complete the course with an intermediate level skill in word processing, database and spreadsheet. This course enables students to 
develop competencies needed to succeed in the workplace of the 21st century. 
 
Business Information Management II 

 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9403 
 Prerequisite ... Business Information and Management I 

 
Business Information and Management II prepares students with advanced technology skills required by the business 
environment. Applications include using workplace standard technologies in word processing, spreadsheet, database, 
telecommunications, desktop publishing, presentation management, networking, operating systems, and emerging technologies.  
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Introduction                Finance 
 

The finance area prepares students for careers in financial planning, insurance, banking, and financial management.  Career 
opportunities are available in every sector of the economy and require specific organizational skills and time management. 
 

Career Opportunities                Finance 
 

Accountant       Bookkeeper       Tax Preparer   
Auditor       Chief Financial Officer     Teacher 
Brokerage Clerk      Comptroller       Treasurer 
 

Endorsement                Finance 
 

Business and Industry [Finance]
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade12

English I English II English III College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / English IV

Algebra I Geometry Algebraic Reasoning /
*Algebra II

College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / *Precalulus

Biology IPC/ Chemistry Chemistry/ Physics *Principles of Technology /
Anatomy & Physiology

US History World History Elective Government/Economics

Principles of Business,
Marketing, & Finance

Business Information
Management Accounting 1 Accounting 2

Fine Art Professional
Communication / Health Elective Elective

PE / Wellness Spanish I Spanish II Elective

   

Course Listings                Finance 
 

Accounting I  
 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9101 
 Prerequisite ... Principles of Business, Marketing, & Finance 

 
This beginning accounting course introduces general accounting concepts, principles, and procedures; emphasizes the need for 
financial records; provides the fundamental accounting equation and its application to accounting procedures, including the basic 
steps of the accounting cycle, special journals and ledgers, work sheets, adjusting and closing entries, notes and interest, 
depreciation, accruals and prepaid items, payroll records, and personal income taxes.  This course develops the skills, knowledge, 
and attitudes necessary for individuals to conduct personal business or to further their education in the field of accounting.   
 
Accounting II Grade  10-12 

 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9102 
 Prerequisite ... Accounting I 

 
In this course, students will investigate the field of accounting, including how it is impacted by industry standards as well as 
economic, financial, technological, international, social, legal and ethical factors. Students will use this knowledge in various 
managerial and cost accounting activities. Students formulate and interpret financial information for use in management decision 
making. 
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Introduction                Health Science 
 

Health Science Technical education is a comprehensive secondary program for students who have an interest and desire to 
explore health careers.  Students gain the knowledge and skills to make realistic health career decisions. Students enhance 
their academic foundation through a strong science-based enrichment curriculum. Emphasis is placed on safety and 
technology utilized in health care.  
 

Career Opportunities                Health Science 
 

Dentist         Nutritionist     Psychologist   
Emergency Medical Technician    Optometrist      Sports Physician 
Lab Technician       Pharmacist     Therapist 
Nurse         Physician      Veterinary Services 
 
 

Endorsement                Health Science 
 

Public Services [Health Science]
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade12

English I English II English III College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / English IV

Algebra I Geometry Algebraic Reasoning /
*Algebra II

College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / *Precalulus

Biology IPC/ Chemistry Chemistry/ Physics *Anatomy & Physiology

US History World History Elective Government/Economics

Principles of Health
Science Medical Terminology Health Science Practicum in Health Science/C

NA

Fine Art Lifetime Nutrition and
Wellness Health Science Practicum in Health Science/C

NA

PE / Wellness Spanish I Spanish II Elective

 
 

Course Listings                Health Science 
 

Principles of Health Science 
 Grade  ............ 9-11 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9501 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
This course is designed to develop health care specific knowledge and skills in effective communications, ethical and legal 
responsibilities, patient care, safety, first aid, and CPR. This course prepares the student for the transition to clinical or work 
based experiences in health care.  
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Health Science 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 2 
 Course #......... 9502 
 Prerequisite ... Principles of Health Science and Biology 

 
This course is designed to provide for the development of multi-occupational knowledge and skills related to a wide variety of 
health careers.  Students are provided hands-on experiences for continued knowledge and skill development.  Students observe 
and/or give assistance while they are involved in a scheduled clinical rotation through the departments of a local hospital or other 
health care facilities.  
 

Practicum in Health Science 
 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 2 
 Course #......... 9503 
 Prerequisite ... Health Science and Biology 

 
Practicum in Health Science is an occupationally specific course designed to provide knowledge and skills for certification or 
licensure in an allied health career. Students develop advanced clinical skills necessary for employment in the health care 
industry or continued education in health careers.  They observe and/or give assistance while they are involved in a scheduled 
clinical rotation through the departments of a local hospital or other health care facilities.   
 
Medical Terminology 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9505 

 
This course is designed to develop a working knowledge of the language of medicine.  Students acquire word-building skills by 
learning prefixes, suffixes, roots, and abbreviations.  By relating terms to body systems, students identify proper use of words in a 
medical environment.  Knowledge of medical terminology enhances the student's ability to successfully secure employment or 
pursue advanced education in the health-care field.  
 
Problems and Solutions �– Pharmacy Tech  [not offered 2013-2014] 

 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 9504 
 Prerequisite ... Principles of Health Science 

 
Problems and Solutions is a project-based research course for students who have the ability to research a real-world problem. 
Students develop a project on a topic related to career interests, use scientific methods of investigation to conduct in-depth 
research, are matched with a mentor from the business or professional community, compile findings, and present their findings to 
an audience that includes experts in the field. To attain academic success, students must have opportunities to learn, reinforce, 
apply, and transfer their knowledge, skills, and technologies in a variety of settings.  
 
Anatomy and Physiology 

 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 3036 
 Prerequisite ... Biology, Chemistry, Physics 

 
Anatomy and Physiology focuses on the study of the structure of function of the human body, its individual systems, and the 
integration of the body systems unto an efficiently functioning organism. Respiration, transportation, nutrition, excretion, 
support/movement, and reproduction are the major topics covered. Dissection is a major component of this course, and 
participation in dissections labs is required. 
 
  



 62

Introduction                Hospitality and Tourism 
 

Hospitality and Tourism is one of the fastest growing career fields in America. Tourism plays an important part in this 
increase. More and more cities are taking advantage of these opportunities for the tourist dollar. Real estate developers, 
corporations, and urban planners are all working to tap into the huge amount of money available from tourism. These efforts 
create jobs for thousands of people. Business people working away from home account for the majority of rented rooms at 
many hotels across the country. Hotel and services that cater to these travelers to make them more comfortable are thriving.  
 

Career Opportunities                Hospitality and Tourism 
 

Baker        Cook/Short Order Cook     Sous Chef 
Concierge       Executive Chef       Travel Agent   
Convention Services     Food/Beverage Manager     Waitress/Waiter 
 
 

Endorsement                Hospitality and Tourism 
 

Business and Industry [Hospitality & Tourism Culinary Arts]
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade12

English I English II English III College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / English IV

Algebra I Geometry Algebraic Reasoning /
*Algebra II

College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / *Precalulus

Biology IPC/ Chemistry Chemistry/ Physics *Principles of Technology /
Anatomy & Physiology

US History World History Elective Government/Economics

Principles of Hospitality
& Tourism

Lifetime Nutrition &
Wellness Culinary Arts Practicum in Culinary Arts

Fine Art Professional
Communication / Health Culinary Arts Practicum in Culinary Arts

PE / Wellness Spanish I Spanish II Elective

 
 

Course Listings                Hospitality and Tourism 
 

Principles of Hospitality and Tourism 
 Grade  ............ 9-11 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9609 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
The hospitality and tourism industry encompasses lodging; travel and tourism; recreation, amusements, attractions, and resorts; 
and restaurants and food beverage service. The hospitality and tourism industry maintains the largest national employment base 
in the private sector. Students use knowledge and skills that meet industry standards to function effectively in various positions 
within this multifaceted industry. Students are encouraged to participate in extended learning experiences such as career and 
technical student organizations and other leadership or extracurricular organizations. 
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Culinary Arts 

 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 2 
 Course #......... 9610 
 Prerequisite ... Principles of Hospitality & Tourism and Lifetime Nutrition and Wellness 

 
This course is designed to offer skills and hands-on experience for the student interested in the food service industry. The course 
includes the study of health laws, sanitation, food technology, food preparation, merchandising operations, salesmanship, and 
service-related etiquette.  
 
Practicum in Culinary Arts 

 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ........... 2 
 Course #......... 9611 
 Prerequisite ... Culinary Arts 

 
This course is designed to offer skills and hands-on experience for the student interested in the food service industry. The course 
includes the study of health laws, sanitation, food technology, food preparation, merchandising operations, salesmanship, and 
service-related etiquette.  
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Introduction                Human Services 
 

The Human Services curriculum empowers individuals and families across the life span to manage the challenges of living 
and working in a diverse, global society. The relationship between work and family is the unique focus of Human Services. 
The department offers courses designed to prepare students for the world of work and life. 
 

Career Opportunities                Human Services 
 

Child Care Specialist     Family Counselor     Manicurist   
Child Psychologist     Fashion Designer     Public Relations Specialist 
Cosmetologist      Home Furnishings Buyer   Professional Educator 
Dietitian       Hotel/Motel Manager    Social Worker 
 
 

Endorsements                Human Services 
 

Public Services [Human Services]
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade12

English I English II English III College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / English IV

Algebra I Geometry Algebraic Reasoning /
*Algebra II

College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / *Precalulus

Biology IPC/ Chemistry Chemistry/ Physics *Principles of Technology /
Anatomy & Physiology

US History World History Elective Government/Economics

Principles of Human
Services

Lifetime Nutrition &
Wellness Child Development Child Guidance

Professional
Communication / Health Fine Art Elective Elective

PE / Wellness Spanish I Spanish II Elective

Public Services [Human Services Cosmetology]
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade12

English I English II English III College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / English IV

Algebra I Geometry Algebraic Reasoning /
*Algebra II

College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / *Precalulus

Biology IPC/ Chemistry Chemistry/ Physics *Principles of Technology /
Anatomy & Physiology

US History World History Spanish II Government/Economics

Principles of Human
Services

Lifetime Nutrition &
Wellness Cosmetology I Cosmetology II

Fine Art Elective Cosmetology I Cosmetology II

PE / Wellness Spanish I Cosmetology I Cosmetology II
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Course Listings                Human Services 
 

Principles of Human Services 
 Grade  ............ 9-11 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 9601 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
This comprehensive laboratory course is designed to address a broad range of knowledge and skills related to personal 
development, promotion of strong families, and preparation for adult roles. Content includes a focus on interpersonal skills, 
decision-making, promotion of family strengths and well being, developing positive relationships with peers, child development 
and care, and clothing selection and maintenance. Other studies address nutrition and dietary practices, food selection and 
preparation, budgeting and consumer buying practices, and management of family housing needs. Influences of social and 
technological changes, career options, and the management of multiple family, community, and wage-earner roles are included. 
 
Child Development 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9602 
 Prerequisite ... Principles of Human Services 

 
This technical laboratory course is designed to focus on knowledge and skills related to the development, care, guidance, and 
protection of children.  Instruction addresses the principles and procedures for promoting the physical, emotional, social, and 
intellectual development of young children, including those with special needs.  Other topics include characteristics of quality 
child care, career options related to the care and education of children, and the management of multiple community and family 
roles.   
 
Child Guidance  [not offered 2013-2014] 

 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9603 
 Prerequisite ... Child Development 

 
This technical laboratory course is designed to provide individuals with opportunities to develop knowledge and skills in 
preparation to function effectively in the role of parent or caregiver.  Content stresses parental responsibilities; child guidance 
techniques; parents as positive role models; parents as their children's first teacher; and parenting practices which promote a 
child's development, health, safety, and well-being.  Managing family crises, managing multiple roles of family members 
throughout the life cycle, and career preparation are additional topics.   
 
 
Lifetime Nutrition and Wellness 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9606 
 Prerequisite ... Principles of Hospitality & Tourism or Principles of Human Services 

 
This technical laboratory course concentrates on nutrition, food choice, and food management skills for individuals and the 
family throughout the life cycle.  Instruction addresses nutrition and food science from the perspective of food habits and 
wellness; menu planning; special dietary needs; food costs and budgeting; consumer food-buying strategies; food safety and 
sanitation procedures; food labels; technology implications; and food handling, storage, and preparation practices.  Meal 
etiquette, career options, and techniques for managing multiple family, community, and career roles are taught. 
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Cosmetology I 

 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 3 
 Course #......... 9721 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
This course is a planned 1000 clock hour and is the first year course in a two-year sequence of classroom laboratory instruction. 
Instruction is designed to provide job-specific training for entry-level employment in cosmetology careers. Instruction includes 
sterilization and sanitation processes, shampooing and rinsing hair, application of conditioning creams and color rinses, 
application of scalp and hair treatments, shaping and thinning hair, hair-styling, permanent waving, hair coloring, manicuring, 
facial massage and make-up. This course meets the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulations requirements for licensure 
upon passing exam. The student must graduate from high school in order to receive licensure. This is a two-year sequence which 
takes up 3 classes each year. 
 
Cosmetology II 

 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ........... 3 
 Course #......... 9722 
 Prerequisite ... Cosmetology I 

 
Cosmetology I is the second year course in a two-year sequence of classroom laboratory instruction, with 1000 laboratory hours. 
Instruction is designed to provide job-specific training for entry-level employment in cosmetology careers. Instruction includes 
sterilization and sanitation processes, shampooing and rinsing hair, application of conditioning creams and color rinses, 
application of scalp and hair treatments, shaping and thinning hair, hair-styling, permanent waving, hair coloring, manicuring, 
facial massage and make-up. This course meets the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulations requirements for licensure 
upon passing the exam. This is a two-year sequence which takes up 3 classes each year. 
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Introduction                Information Technology 
 

Information technology includes the entire world of computers from learning how to use them to creating them to 
programming them to repairing them. As technology improves, the desire for faster and more powerful equipment grows. 
Computer technology is quickly changing every industry from agriculture to entertainment. People with a scientific 
understanding of computer technology will play a major role in America’s future. 
 

Career Opportunities                Information Technology 
 

Computer Education     Court Reporter     Secretary   
Computer Programmer    Mapmaker      Website Designer 
         

Course Listings                Information Technology 
 

Digital and Interactive Media 
 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 9404 
 Prerequisite ... Business Information Management I or instructor approval 

 
This course teaches students to recognize, evaluate, and prepare for a rapidly evolving global business environment that requires 
flexibility and adaptability.  It develops real-world business proficiencies in designing, importing, and manipulating advanced 
text, graphics, audio, and video used in presentation management, multimedia productions, publishing systems, and emerging 
technologies.  Students have the opportunity to test for Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) and Internet and Computing Core 
(IC3) certifications.   
 
 
 
 
Introduction                Law, Public Safety, Corrections, & Security 
 

Career opportunities in the criminal justice field are extensive and projected as a high growth area. Students may choose the 
introductory course to explore career options and/or continue into more in-depth areas. 
 

Career Opportunities          Law, Public Safety, Corrections, & Security 
 

Airport Security      Correction Officer     Hotel Security   
Bodyguard       Detective       Police Officer 
Border Patrol      Drug Enforcement Officer   Probation and Parole 
Central Intelligence Agency   FBI Agent      911 Telecommunications   
       

Course Listings                Law, Public Safety, Corrections, & Security 
 
Law Enforcement  

 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9731 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
Law Enforcement is an overview of the history, organization, and functions of local, state, and federal law enforcement. This 
course includes the role of constitutional law, the United States legal system, criminal law, law enforcement terminology, and 
classification and elements of crime.  This course is taught by a licensed police officer.   
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Introduction                Manufacturing 
 

Rapid advances in technology have created new career opportunities and demands in many industries. Manufacturing 
courses provides the knowledge, skills, and technologies required for employment. Students develop knowledge and skills 
related to manufacturing and apply them to personal career development. Students are encouraged to integrate academic and 
technical knowledge and skills. Students will reinforce, apply, and transfer knowledge and skills to a variety of settings and 
problems. Knowledge about career opportunities, requirements, and expectations and the development of workplace skills 
prepare students for future success. 
 

Career Opportunities                Manufacturing 
 

Aircraft Manufacturer     Industrial Engineer    Precision Metal Workers  
Computer Engineering Tech   Machinist     Welder 
      
   
 

Endorsement                Manufacturing 
 

Business and Industry [Manufacturing Welding]
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade12

English I English II English III College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / English IV

Algebra I Geometry Algebraic Reasoning /
*Algebra II

College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / *Precalulus

Biology IPC/ Chemistry Chemistry/ Physics *Principles of Technology /
Anatomy & Physiology

US History World History Elective Government/Economics

Principles of Agriculture
& Natural Resources

Agriculture Mechanics &
Metal Technologies Welding Advanced Welding

Fine Art Professional
Communication / Health Welding Advanced Welding

PE / Wellness Spanish I Spanish II Elective

 
 

Course Listings                Manufacturing 
 
Welding 

 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 2 
 Course #......... 9305 
 Prerequisite ... Agriculture Mechanics & Metal Technologies 

 
In this course instruction is designed to provide job-specific training for entry-level employment in welding careers. First-year 
instruction includes blueprint reading, cutting and welding with oxygen and gas fuels, shielded metal arc welding, gas tungsten 
arc and gas metal arc welding processes. Students may earn a PE. Waiver of ½ credit per semester. 
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Advanced Welding 

 Grade  ............ 12 
 Credits ........... 2 
 Course #......... 9315 
 Prerequisite ... Welding, Algebra I 

 
Students will develop advanced welding concepts and skills as they relate to personal and career development. This course 
integrates academic and technical knowledge and skills. Students will have opportunities to reinforce, apply, and transfer 
knowledge and skills to a variety of settings and problems.   
 
 
 
 
Introduction                Marketing, Sales and Service 
 

Marketing Education is a program designed to prepare students to conduct the critical business functions associated with the 
directing the flow of products and services from the producer to the consumer. A fundamental understanding of the 
marketing concept and basic marketing skills are essential not only to students entering the field of marketing but also 
everyone entering the workforce. Marketing Education courses provide students with knowledge and skills that are highly 
transferable. 
 

Career Opportunities                Marketing, Sales and Service 
 

Advertising Director     Fashion Marketer    Restaurant Manager  
Broker        Financial Manager    Store Manager 
Fashion Consultant     Marketing Instructor   Travel Services Marketing Director 
      
   

Course Listings                Marketing, Sales and Service 
 
Entrepreneurship 

 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9102 
 Prerequisite ... None   

 
The course provides an overview of the principles of entrepreneurship including but not limited to business and marketing, 
advertising and sales, the concepts of economics and free enterprise, and the understanding of human resource skills. Students 
will learn the principles necessary to begin and operate a business.  The primary focus of the course is to help students understand 
the process of analyzing a business opportunity, determining feasibility of an idea using research, developing a plan to organize 
and promote the business and its products and services and to understand the capital required, the return on investment desired, 
and the potential for profit. It is a junior/senior level course with a multitude of projects.   
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Introduction                Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math 
 

A career in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics is challenging and ever-changing. Learners who pursue one 
of these career fields will be involved in planning, managing, and providing scientific research and professional and 
technical services including laboratory and testing services, and research and development. 
 

Career Opportunities        Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math 
 

Aerospace Engineer     Civil Engineer     Mechanical Engineer   
Air Traffic Controller     Computer Engineer    Robotics Technician 
Airplane Pilot      Landscape Architect   Supervisor, Construction Trades 
Architect       Laser Technician    Welding Engineer 
   
 

Endorsement        Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math 
 

STEM
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade12

English I English II English III College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / English IV

Algebra I Geometry Algebraic Reasoning /
*Algebra II

College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / *Precalulus

Biology IPC/ Chemistry Chemistry/ Physics *Principles of Technology /
Anatomy & Physiology

US History World History Elective Government/Economics

Concepts of Engineering
& Technology

Engineering Design &
Presentation

Advanced Engineering
Design & Presentation Robotics

Fine Art Elective Advanced Engineering
Design & Presentation Elective

PE / Wellness Spanish I Spanish II Elective

 
       

Course Listings               Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math 
 

Concepts of Engineering and Technology 
 Grade  ............ 9-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9201 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
In this course, students will explore technology including emerging technology.  They learn problem solving techniques, learn to 
interpret working drawing and prints, learn to apply prior math knowledge to print reading, learn manual drafting concepts, and 
have an introduction to computer aided design.  Students are encouraged to join SkillsUSA to compete in vocational based career 
contests. 
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Engineering Design and Presentation 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9202 
 Prerequisite ... Algebra 1, Concepts of Engineering and Technology 

 
In this course, students become proficient using computer-aided design software, learn dimensioning techniques, isometric 
drawing, section views, and three-dimensional modeling basics.  Students will also prepare for industry certification in 
AutoCAD. Students are encouraged to join SkillsUSA to compete in vocational-based career contests. 
 
 
Advanced Engineering Design and Presentation 

 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 2 
 Course #......... 9203 
 Prerequisite ... Engineering Design and Presentation 

 
In this course, students become proficient using computer-aided design software, learn dimensioning techniques, isometric 
drawing, section views, and three-dimensional modeling basics.  Students will also prepare for industry certification in 
AutoCAD. Students are encouraged to join SkillsUSA to compete in vocational-based career contests. 
 
 
Robotics and Automation 

 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 9205 
 Prerequisite ... Concepts of Engineering and Technology 

 
Students in this course will demonstrate knowledge and skills necessary for the robotic and automation industry. Through 
implementation of the design process, students will transfer advanced academic skills to component designs in a project-based 
environment. Students will build prototypes or use simulation software to test their designs. 
 
 
 
Principles of Technology 

 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 1  
 Course #......... 3026 
 Prerequisite ... Biology, Chemistry 

 
Principles of Technology 1 students apply physics principles in a laboratory setting.  In this course, students will use a systems 
approach to investigate mechanical, fluid, electrical, and thermal systems. Students will solve problems, think critically, and 
make decisions related to technology while applying communication, science, and mathematics knowledge and skills to 
technological activities. 
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Introduction                Transportation, Distribution and Logistics 
 

The Transportation, Distribution and Logistics cluster includes the planning, management, and movement of people, 
materials, and goods by road, pipeline, air, rail and water and related professional and technical support services such as 
transportation infrastructure planning and management, logistics services, mobile equipment and facility maintenance.  
These skills prepare students for profitable employment in trade and industrial pursuits.    
 
Automotive Technology and Advanced Automotive Technology are based on the National Automotive Technical Education 
Foundation (NATEF) standards. Students will have the opportunity to prepare for the Automotive Service Excellence 
Certification Examination. 
 

Career Opportunities          Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics 
 

Aircraft Mechanic      Automobile Design Engineer   Small Engine Mechanic  
Automobile Collision Technician   Automobile Service Advisor   Telephone Installer 
   
        

Endorsement          Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics 
 

Business and Industry [Transportation, Distribution & Logistics]
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade12

English I English II English III English IV

Algebra I Geometry Algebraic Reasoning /
*Algebra II

College Prep for Post Secondary
Readiness / *Precalulus

Biology IPC/ Chemistry Chemistry/ Physics *Principles of Technology /
Anatomy & Physiology

US History World History Elective Government/Economics

Principles of Business,
Marketing, & Finance

Principles of
Transportation,
Distribution, & Logistics

Automotive Technology Advanced Automotive
Technology

Fine Art Professional
Communication / Health Automotive Technology Advanced Automotive

Technology

PE / Wellness Spanish I Spanish II Elective

 
 

Course Listings                Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics 
 
Principles of Transportation, Distribution and Logistics 

 Grade  ............ 9-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9710 
 Prerequisite ... None 

 
This cluster course is designed to provide a broad basic understanding of career opportunities and training requirements and to 
introduce skills in four transportation-related service careers: automotive technology, diesel engine mechanics, small engine 
repair, and mechanics. 
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Small Engine Technology [not offered 2013-2014] 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 1 
 Course #......... 9714 
 Prerequisite ... Principles of Transportation, Distribution & Logistics 

 
This course is designed to provide job-specific training for entry-level employment in the small engine repair field.  Instruction 
includes the repair and service of cooling systems, air cleaner, fuel system, lubricating system, repairing starters and ignition 
systems, and engine overhaul. 
 
Automotive Technology 

 Grade  ............ 10-12 
 Credits ........... 2 
 Course #......... 9711 
 Prerequisite ... Principles of Transportation, Distribution & Logistics 

 
This course is designed to provide job-specific training for entry-level employment in the automotive engine repair and service 
career field.  First-year instruction emphasizes use of repair manuals, service and/or repair of basic automobile components:  fuel 
systems, engines, emission controls, power trains, chassis, electrical systems, brakes, heating, and air conditioning. 
   
Advanced Automotive Technology 

 Grade  ............ 11-12 
 Credits ........... 2 
 Course #......... 9712 
 Prerequisite ... Automotive Technology 

 
Second-year instruction enhances job-specific training for employment in the automotive engine repair and service career field. 
Completion allows the student to earn a Physical Education waiver of one-half unit per semester per course.  


