
Janie Sharrock was named Elementary Teacher of the Year and Jennifer Simmons was named 
Secondary Teacher of the Year for the Paris Independent School District at the staff recognition 
reception, an annual event recognizing teaching excellence as well as honoring employees for 
their years of service. Both will represent Paris ISD as its nominees in the 2013 Region VIII Ed-
ucation Service Center Teacher of the Year competition.   
 

Sharrock graduated from Paris Junior College in 1998 and Texas 
A&M-Commerce in 2000 with a Bachelor of Science in Interdiscipli-
nary Studies and Special Education. Janie began her teaching ca-
reer at North Lamar ISD and transferred to Paris ISD as a 2nd 
grade teacher in 2010.  She currently teaches 4th grade math and 
science at Justiss Elementary. 
 

Janie states, “As I walk through the door of my classroom each 
day, I know I have to be well prepared and be the best teacher I 
can be.  This requires me to teach not only the lessons I have pre-
pared, but to be prepared to address individual needs my students 
have when they come to school each day.  My room is a place 
where I want my students to feel safe and know they are loved.  At 
the first of the year, I tell them, ‘We are a family,’ and it is ‘all for 
one’ and ‘one for all.’” 
 

Simmons graduated from Stephen F. Austin University in 1989  
with a Bachelor of Science in Education. Jennifer received a Mas-
ter of Education in Educational Leadership in 2008.  Her array of 
certificates include Elementary PE, Elementary, Early Childhood 
Education, English as a Second Language Supplemental, English 
Language Arts Reading (8-12), and Principal (EC-12).  In Paris 
ISD, she has taught prekindergarten at Givens, where she was se-
lected Teacher of the Year in 2006; Aikin, where she taught 5

th
 

grade language arts; Crockett, where she taught 6
th
 grade Read-

ing/Language Arts; and Paris High School, where she teaches 
PreAP English I. 
 

“I try to encourage my students by sharing my insecurities, my fail-
ures, and my successes.  I am met with many shocked faces when 
I announce during the first week of school that I am dyslexic.  How-
ever, I also tell them that it doesn’t mean I am stupid, as I graduat-
ed Cum Laude.  Dyslexia has nothing to do with intelligence.  I just 
see things a bit differently, which can be a positive thing.  I let them 
know upfront that if they have insecurities about reading or writing, 
it is completely acceptable.  Together we will learn to face and 
overcome these challenges.” 
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