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PHS announces graduation keynote speaker 

If you no longer wish to receive messages about events in our district, please respond to this message with "REMOVE" in 
the subject line. 

Graduation ceremonies for Paris High School will be 

held Friday, June 1, in Wildcat Stadium at 8 p.m.  

Judd Payne, a Paris native and PHS graduate (Class of 

‘90) will serve as the graduation keynote speaker.  

Payne is a producer and has produced or executive 

produced over a dozen films working with such stars 

as Justin Timberlake, Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson, 

Anne Hathaway, Jake Gyllenhaal, Jessica Biel, Kim 

Kardashian, Denise Richards and Tracy Morgan to 

name a few.  

 

He is currently Head of Production for Wind Dancer 

Films, creators of the hit TV shows ROSEANNE & 

HOME IMPROVEMENT and films such as WHAT 

WOMEN WANT. Payne recently returned to Paris for 

a screening of BERNIE directed by Richard Linklater, 

starring Jack Black, Matthew McConaughey and 

Shirley MacLaine, and he’s in post production on AS 

COOL AS I AM, starring Claire Danes.  He has the 

comedy WHAT MEN WANT gearing up at Para-

mount Pictures and recently sold a television series to 

SHOWTIME from the creator of DEXTER. 

 

Before becoming a producer, Payne was Vice Presi-

dent of The Steve Tisch Company where he worked 

on the company's films THE POSTMAN starring 

Kevin Costner, AMERICAN HISTORY X, which Ed-

ward Norton was nominated for an academy award, 

and the British hit SNATCH starring Brad Pitt. 

 

He started his entertainment career as an agent trainee 

in the mailroom at the William Morris Agency, work-

ing for such clients as Sean Penn and Kevin Spacey.   

 

Payne graduated from the University of Colorado's 

business school in Boulder, Colorado in 3.5 years, 

receiving a double major in marketing and interna-

tional business. 

 

He has been a guest lecturer on the business of film 

at UCLA, Arizona State University and the Univer-

sity of Colorado.  

 

In case of inclement weather, graduation ceremo-

nies will be moved to Wildcat Gymnasium in Paris 

High School.  


