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Buckholts ISD’s has received a Superior Achievement rating by the Financial Integrity Rating System of Texas 
(FIRST). The FIRST reviews the previous school year’s financial data for school districts and assesses a rating. 
The ratings range from Substandard Achievement to Standard Achievement to Above Standard Achievement 
and finally to Superior Achievement.  
 
Buckholts ISD had seen its rating for the 2011-2012 school year drop due to financial changes in the district 
mainly resulting from lower funding from the State. Originally, these changes were thought to be temporary; 
however, this turned out not to be the case as the state lowered funding even more resulting in a number of 
years with deficit budgets. In spring of 2012, the district started on a program of financial restructuring to adjust 
for the new State funding levels and to head off a more serious insolvency issue. 
 
Buckholts’ restructuring program resulted in a balanced budget for 2012-2013. This was made possible through 
cuts in staff (through attrition), reorganizations, and improved efficiencies. These changes are a result of the 
hard work of many staff members and the school board. In addition, this would not have been possible without 
the community’s supportive contributions of funds, materials, and time.  
 
The district has seen a large increase in community involvement, such as the complete rebuilding of the 
concession stand by the Booster Club using all donated time and materials. The outcome of all this work is 
reflected in the district’s current FIRST rating of Superior Achievement. The ratings comprise only one aspect 
of a district’s financial picture; however, a high rating is greatly desired. 
 
The district will continue to do its best to provide the best possible education for the community with the 
resources available. Thanks to all for their help in earning this excellent rating. 


