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Read the next two selections. Then choose the best answer to each
question.

Can Writers Predict the Future?
    1 The human race is constantly seeking to expand its knowledge and to

discover answers to the mysteries of the unknown. This desire to learn has
led to technological and scientific advancements that have transformed our
world. In 1961, President John F. Kennedy believed it was possible for the
United States to be the first country to land a man on the moon. Many
disagreed with Kennedy and thought that his idea was pure science fiction.
Eight years later, on July 20, 1969, Apollo 11 landed on the moon. Humans
not only traveled into space but also walked on the moon. President
Kennedy’s goal was achieved, and the world as we knew it had changed.

    2 President Kennedy was not the first to imagine sending a man to the moon.
A little more than 100 years earlier, in 1865, science fiction writer Jules
Verne also imagined space travel. He put his innovative thoughts in a book
called From the Earth to the Moon. In it he described a lunar expedition that
is so eerily close to the Apollo 11 mission that a reader would think he was
predicting the future. He called his spaceship with a crew of three the
Columbiad. In his book the spacecraft launches from Florida, and the United
States Navy recovers it from the Pacific Ocean. In 1969, Florida was the
launch site of Apollo 11. The command module was named Columbia. When
the spacecraft returned to Earth, it splashed down in the Pacific, where the
navy recovered it along with its three-astronaut crew. Verne accurately
delineated the future when the
technology of his own time made his
predictions seem highly unlikely to occur.
How could he have known that his 
far-fetched idea was not so far-fetched
after all?

    3 Like Verne, other science fiction writers
have accurately described inventions that
are commonplace today. Many of H. G.
Wells’s ideas, for example, have become
a reality. Considered by many to be one
of the best science fiction writers of all
time, Wells wrote about lasers, wireless
communication, automatic doors, and
other gadgets that did not exist at the
time of his writings. But today these
gadgets are such an integral part of our
society that we probably cannot imagine
living without them. Wells also
envisioned space travel. In his 1901
book The First Men in the Moon, he

This illustration from Jules
Verne’s novel shows a rocket
train traveling to the moon.
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describes a journey to the moon on a spaceship made from an antigravity
material. We can only speculate that these writers might have inspired those
who later turned their fiction into reality.

    4 In 2012 a Mars rover, developed by the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA), landed on the planet Mars. No one would have been
more excited to hear the news than Ray Bradbury, one of America’s greatest
science fiction writers. In 1950 he wrote about travel to Mars in his book The
Martian Chronicles. The book describes an expedition that lands humans on
Mars. The story then tells how the people inhabit the planet and bring their
families to live there. Since NASA has successfully landed a rover on Mars,
Bradbury’s fantasy may yet become reality. The Mars rover, appropriately
called Curiosity, is gathering information that will help NASA plan a manned
mission to Mars sometime in the 2030s. Will future families travel to Mars to
live there, as Bradbury imagined? If so, the world as we know it today will
certainly be different.
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Post Early for Space
by Peter J. Henniker-Heaton

                      Once we were wayfarers, then seafarers, then airfarers;
                      We shall be spacefarers soon,
                      Not voyaging from city to city or from coast to coast,
                      But from planet to planet and from moon to moon.

                  5   This is no fanciful flight of imagination,
                      No strange, incredible, utterly different thing;
                      It will come by obstinate thought and calculation
                      And the old resolve to spread an expanding wing.

                      We shall see homes established on distant planets,
                10   Friends departing to take up a post on Mars;
                      They will have perils to meet, but they will meet them,
                      As the early settlers did on American shores.

                      We shall buy tickets later, as now we buy them
                      For a foreign vacation, reserve our seat or berth,

                15   Then spending a holiday month on a moon of Saturn,
                      Look tenderly back to our little shining Earth.

                      And those who decide they will not make the journey
                      Will remember a son up there or a favorite niece,
                      Eagerly awaiting news from the old home-planet,

                20   And will scribble a line to catch the post for space.

By Peter J. Henniker-Heaton. Reprinted with permission from the January 10, 1952
issue of The Christian Science Monitor. © 1952 The Christian Science Monitor
(www.CSMonitor.com)
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Use “Can Writers Predict the Future?” (pp. 12–13) to answer 
questions 11–14. Then fill in the answers on your answer document.

11 The author includes the information about President Kennedy’s idea and NASA to show that —

A technological advancements are needed in order to change our world

B something seemingly impossible can become a reality

C governments typically support the development of new technology

D great leaders have a remarkable ability to accomplish their goals

12 What is the best summary of the selection?

F Science fiction writers Jules Verne, H. G. Wells, and Ray Bradbury wrote about life in the
future. Verne wrote about humankind’s first trip to the moon, and Wells described many
technologies that exist today. Bradbury wrote about traveling to Mars.

G President John F. Kennedy believed that it was important for people to travel into space. In
1969, the United States sent astronauts on a mission to the moon. Science fiction writers
such as Jules Verne, H. G. Wells, and Ray Bradbury have described space travel and new
technologies in their books.

H In 1865 science fiction author Jules Verne wrote about an expedition to the moon. He
described a crew of three men launching their spacecraft from Florida and splashing down
in the Pacific Ocean when they returned to Earth. Some people compare his writing with
the first trip humans made to the moon, which occurred in 1969.

J In 1969, the United States sent three astronauts on a mission to the moon for the first
time. More than 100 years earlier, Jules Verne had described an expedition that very
closely resembled the 1969 mission. Verne and other well-known science fiction writers,
such as H. G. Wells and Ray Bradbury, have displayed an unusual ability to predict the
future in their writings.
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13 According to the selection, one reason that humans develop new types of technology is that
they want to —

A demonstrate that distant places are interesting to visit

B discover new information

C make accurate predictions about the future

D engage in difficult tasks

14 Based on the information the author includes about the three science fiction writers, the
reader can conclude that the author believes that the writers were —

F educators

G realists

H visionaries

J scholars
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Use “Post Early for Space” (p. 14) to answer 
questions 15–18. Then fill in the answers on your answer document.

15 Read lines 11 and 12 from the poem.

They will have perils to meet, but they will meet them,
As the early settlers did on American shores.

Why does the poet compare space travelers to the early settlers of America?

A To highlight the difficulties that the early settlers encountered when venturing into new
places

B To imply that the obstacles the early settlers faced discouraged them from exploring new
lands

C To suggest that explorers will overcome the difficulties in space just as explorers in the
past overcame their difficulties

D To demonstrate that explorers will encounter the same challenges in space as explorers in
the past did in other frontiers

16 What does the final stanza of the poem suggest about the future?

F Some people will travel to other planets, while others will choose not to.

G People who travel to other planets will no longer communicate with people living on Earth.

H Some people will regret their decision to remain on Earth.

J People who travel to other planets will want their family members living on Earth to join
them.
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17 Read these lines from the poem.

Once we were wayfarers, then seafarers, then airfarers;
We shall be spacefarers soon,

The progression from “wayfarers” to “spacefarers” demonstrates that people —

A have made scientific discoveries while traveling to new places

B have developed ways to explore new regions

C select the mode of transportation that is most convenient

D prefer some forms of transportation over others

18 What do the descriptions of the future throughout the poem suggest about the speaker?

F He believes that people will be intimidated by the challenge of space travel.

G He feels confident that people will be able to travel easily through space.

H He assumes that living on another planet will be different from living on Earth.

J He accepts that space travel likely will be unavailable during his lifetime.
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Use “Can Writers Predict the Future?” and “Post Early for Space” to answer
questions 19–23. Then fill in the answers on your answer document.

19 How are the descriptions of space travel different in the selection and the poem?

A The selection presents factual information about space travel, while the poem suggests
what it will be like when people travel in space.

B The selection lists destinations humans may travel to in space, while the poem gives
details about how it feels to look at Earth from space.

C The selection primarily focuses on significant achievements in space travel, while the
poem tells about events that happened before space travel was possible.

D The selection explains how space travel will improve life on Earth, while the poem focuses
on the difficulties of space travel.

20 With which statement would both the author of the selection and the poet most likely agree?

F The uncertainties of space travel make it unlikely that many people will want to leave
Earth.

G It will be difficult to develop technology more advanced than it already is.

H Space travel will one day be a commonplace occurrence for many people.

J The creation of new technology is influenced by the technology described in science fiction
books.
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21 One difference between the selection and the poem is that only the selection presents the
idea that —

A people once doubted that a moon landing was possible

B space travel is a challenge that can be accomplished

C people may one day travel to other planets

D the world looks very different from outer space

22 Which idea about humankind is expressed in both the selection and the poem?

F Humans have a desire to explore new frontiers.

G Humans’ ability to accurately imagine the future is remarkable.

H Humans have developed new technologies sooner than predicted.

J Humans’ ability to incorporate technology into daily tasks has made life easier.
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23 Read this line from the poem.

Friends departing to take up a post on Mars;

This idea is most closely related to the ideas of which person discussed in the selection?

A John F. Kennedy

B Ray Bradbury

C Jules Verne

D H. G. Wells


