
 
Crook County School District 1 

Pacing Guide & Curriculum:  4th Grade Social Studies 

 
 

4th Grade 
Purpose 

Students will analyze Wyoming’s state history so they can explain how various cultural groups 
and their tensions led to the settlement and statehood of Wyoming. Students will analyze how 
the economy of Wyoming has developed, changed, and continues to impact the state. 

 

 
Outcome 
SS4.1 

Students will analyze Indigenous Tribal life and culture before and after European influence so 
they can determine how basic needs were met, how they governed themselves, and how 
tensions developed between Indigenous Tribes. 

Standard 
Reference 

SS.4.1.1 Identify Indigenous Tribes of Wyoming territory and the region (e.g., Arapahoe, Shoshone, Lakota, 
Cheyenne, and Blackfoot).  

SS5.2.1 
SS5.2.3 

SS.4.1.2 Use map skills and mental mapping to identify and label where Indigenous Tribes were located 
within Wyoming territory compared with today (i.e. identify boundaries of the Wind River 
Reservation). 

SS5.5.1 
SS5.5.1.a 

SS.4.1.3 Use digital tools to research, design, and present information about the Indigenous Tribes nomadic 
lifestyle how their lifestyle was affected by the plains environment (e.g., climate and seasons) in 
addition to the buffalo (e.g., how they obtained food, clothing, tools, and migration). 

SS5.3.1 
SS5.4.5 
SS5.5.4 

SS5.5.4.a 
SS5.6.3 

SS.4.1.4 Summarize how the introduction of the horse changed Indigenous Tribal life (e.g., homes, trading, 
travel, and hunting techniques). 

SS5.4.1 
SS5.4.2 

SS.4.1.5 Describe Indigenous Tribal roles and how tribes were governed. SS5.2.1 
SS.4.1.6 Identify and describe the tensions between Indigenous tribes. SS5.2.4 
SS.4.1.7 Describe, compare, contrast, and analyze unique expressions of cultures, such as tribal affiliation, 

creation stories, folktales, art, music, dance, and legends of Indigenous Tribes of Wyoming to 
examine how different tribes explained natural phenomena (e.g., Devils Tower, geysers, nature, 
and stars). Explain how these expressions influenced people. 

SS5.2.2 

SS.4.1.8 Summarize how Indigenous Tribal needs were met prior to European influence.  SS5.2.1 
SS5.3.1 
SS5.4.1 
SS5.4.2 
SS5.5.4 

SS.4.1.9 Summarize the Indigenous Tribal characteristics and the contributions they made in Wyoming and 
the region. 

SS5.2.3 

Resources: 
 
 

 
 
 

Outcome 
ss4.2 

Students will determine the motivation of significant explorers and mountain men to travel west 
and the conflicts that arose between cultural groups. Students will explain the influence of 
supply and demand in this region at that time (e.g., cause and effect). 

Standard 
Reference 

SS.4.2.1 Use maps skills and various media to identify significant explorers and mountain men. Describe 
motivations for traveling west and their contributions (e.g., Lewis and Clark’s demand for faster 
trade route, Sacagawea’s role as a guide and translator, John Colter, Robert Stuart, Jim Bridger, 
exploration, beaver trade, map the land). 

SS5.2.3 
SS5.2.4 
SS5.4.5 
SS5.5.1 
SS5.6.1 

SS.4.2.2 Justify the reason for the beaver trade and analyze the causes and effects of a boom and bust 
cycle (e.g., popularity of hat and beaver population in the West). 

 SS5.3.1 
SS5.3.2 

 



 

   SS.4.2.3 Identify the reason for and describe typical rendezvous activities (e.g., interaction, social event, 
and trade).  

SS5.2.1 
SS5.3.1 
SS5.3.2 

SS.4.2.4 Determine how supply and demand ended the mountain man’s way of life (e.g., changing fashion 
trends and overhunting).  

SS5.3.2 

SS.4.2.5 Discuss the tensions between Indigenous Tribal groups, Europeans, and the Mountain Men.  SS5.2.4 
Resources: 
 
 

 
 

Outcome 
SS.4.3 

Students will assess pioneer family roles and contrast them with family roles today. Students 
will determine emigrant trails, how these contributed to personal identity, and whether the 
pioneers’ basic needs were met by their westward migration through Wyoming. Students will 
describe pioneer tools and technologies, and describe the impact this movement had across 
various cultural groups. 

Standard 
Reference 

SS4.3.1 Use various media to discover why the Wyoming region was critical for westward migration (e.g., 
South Pass and the Continental Divide). 

SS5.5.3 
SS5.5.4 
SS5.6.1 

SS.4.3.2 Analyze the  main emigrant trails, cattle trails, stage routes, etc. (i.e., California, Oregon, Mormon, 
Bozeman, West Texas Trails) and their connection to natural resources (e.g., water, food, and 
landmarks including the establishment of water rights and resource management). 

SS5.4.1 
SS5.5.1 
SS5.5.2 
SS5.5.3 
SS5.5.4 

SS.4.3.3 Classify the different emigrant trails, who traveled on them, their mode of transportation, their 
changing supply needs, and their motivations (e.g., prospectors and settlers, wagons and 
handcarts, backpacks for gold, desire for land and religious freedom, Homestead Act, Dawes Act) 
and how these contributed to personal identity. 

SS5.2.1 
SS5.3.1 
SS5.4.1 
SS5.5.3 

SS.4.3.4 Identify the importance of significant emigrant trail landmarks in the state of Wyoming (e.g., 
Independence Rock, Martin’s Cove, Split Rock, South Pass, and the North Platte River). 

SS5.5.3 
SS5.5.4 

SS.4.3.5 Describe how pioneer tools and technology made life easier (e.g., travel, clothing, games, toys, and 
odometer). 

SS5.4.2 

SS.4.3.6 Use primary and secondary sources to summarize the central themes in pioneer family roles and 
responsibilities. Contrast them with students’ lives today. 

SS5.2.1 
SS5.4.4 
SS5.4.5 
SS5.6.4 

SS.4.3.7 Investigate using primary and secondary sources why tension among cultures initiated a need to 
convert trading posts along the trails into military forts (e.g., Fort Laramie and Fort Caspar), and 
how this tension led to historical events (e.g. creation of reservations, Sand Creek Massacre). 

SS5.2.4 
SS5.4.5 

SS.4.3.8 Justify and defend whether the pioneers’ basic needs were met by their westward migration. SS5.3.1 
SS5.5.4 

Resources: 
 
 

 
 

Outcome 
ss.4.4 

Students will examine the construction of the Transcontinental Railroad and the cultural 
diversity of railroad workers. Students will analyze the railroad’s impact on communication, 
cultural groups, settlements, travel and environment. 

Standard 
Reference 

SS.4.4.1 Determine the motivation and purpose behind the building of the Transcontinental Railroad (e.g., 
communication, travel, and linking coast-to-coast).  

SS5.3.1 
SS5.3.3 

SS.4.4.2 Use various media to examine the two competing railroad companies (i.e., Central Pacific Railroad 
and Union Pacific Railroad), their origins, and Use various media to examine the two competing 
railroad companies (i.e., Central Pacific Railroad and Union Pacific Railroad), their origins, and the 
competition between them (i.e., race for money).  

SS5.3.2 
SS5.6.1 



 

SS.4.4.3 Compare and contrast the two main cultural groups (i.e., Irish and Chinese) working on the 
Transcontinental Railroad and their struggles (i.e., pay and conditions).  

SS5.2.3 

SS.4.4.4 Evaluate the tension between different cultural groups (e.g., Irish, Chinese, and Indigenous Tribes). 
Identify and describe positive and negative interactions (e.g., withholding Native American U.S. 
citizenship until 1924 and Chinese Immigration until the early 1950’s). 

 SS5.2.4 

SS.4.4.5  Determine how, where, and why railroad towns were formed in Wyoming (e.g., southern portion 
and Cheyenne).  

SS5.4.1 

SS.4.4.6 Identify and describe how train technology affected travel on the emigrant trails and impacted the 
environment. (e.g., railroads and the industrial revolution led to the devastation of bison 
population and impact of mineral and oil development in the region).  

SS5.3.3 
SS5.4.1 
SS5.4.2 

SS.4.4.7 Analyze expressions of cultures, such as folktales, tall tales, and music of railroad workers and 
cowboys (e.g., John Henry, Casey Jones, I’ve Been Working on the Railroad, Pecos Bill, Home on 
the Range, and instruments like the guitar). Explain how these  influenced people. 

 SS5.2.1 
SS5.2.2 

SS.4.4.8 Differentiate between the Pony Express, telegraph, and the Transcontinental Railroad as forms of 
communication and analyze how these evolved over time (e.g., telegraph, telephone, and cell 
phone).  

SS5.4.1 
SS5.4.2 

Resources: 
 
 

 
 

Outcome 
SS.4.5 

Students will examine state cultural groups, significant historical figures, the timeline of 
Wyoming statehood, Indigenous Tribal impact on places and sacred sites, state “firsts,” state 
symbols, the structure of Wyoming counties, and current events in the state. 

Standard 
Reference 

SS.4.5.1 Investigate local and state Indigenous Tribes of Wyoming and the creation of the Wind River 
Reservation and 
significant Indigenous Tribe individuals (e.g., Chief Washakie, Chief Black Coal, Chief Pocatello, 
Chief Sharp Nose, and Chief Friday). 

SS5.2.2 
SS5.2.3 
SS5.2.4 

SS.4.5.2 Identify significant outlaws and lawmen in Wyoming history and the purpose for the territorial 
prison system (e.g., Butch Cassidy, Wyoming Frontier Prison, and Wyoming Territorial Prison). 

SS5.1.4 

SS.4.5.3 Discuss when Wyoming became a territory, when it became a state, and how women played a 
significant role in achieving statehood.  

SS5.4.1 
SS5.5.1 
SS5.5.3 

SS.4.5.4 Discuss Wyoming statehood and the structure of Wyoming counties (i.e., county names).  SS5.5.1 
SS5.5.3 

SS.4.5.5 Describe how cultural values of the Indigenous Tribes of Wyoming influence the importance and 
preservation of place and sacred sites (e.g., Devils Tower, Bear Lodge, Hot Springs State Park, 
Vedauwoo, Crowheart Butte, Bighorn Medicine Wheel, Estes Park, Yellowstone, Heart Mountain, 
and Wind River Mountains). Describe and identify a variety of place names and their connection to 
Indigenous Tribes of Wyoming. 

SS5.5.3 
SS5.5.3.a 

SS.4.5.6 Identify important Wyoming “firsts,” state symbols, and motto including but not limited to:  
• Nellie Tayloe Ross (i.e., first woman governor) 
 • Ester Hobart Morris (i.e., first justice of peace) 
 • Yellowstone (i.e., first national park)  
• Devils Tower (i.e., first national monument)  
• WY State Symbols (e.g., seal, flag, tree)  
• WY State Motto (i.e., “Equal Rights”) 

 

SS.4.5.7 Select current events and distinguish between reliable and unreliable sources to compare and 
contrast the Wyoming economy from statehood to present, including Indigenous Tribes of 
Wyoming (e.g. energy development, water rights, new technology, and social issues). 

SS5.4.3 
SS5.6.2 

Resources: 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 


