
Social Studies Grade 4  3rd Nine Weeks At a Glance (Week 19-27) 

 
Week * TEKS/ELPS I Can Statements 

/ 
Guiding 

Questions 

Vocabulary Guided Questions Focus Resources 

19 
The 
Republic of 
Texas 

 3BE, 12C, 
17A, 18AB 
       
 

-Students will 
identify the 
importance of 
historical figures 
who modeled 
active 
participation in 
the democratic 
process (David G. 
Burnet, Lorenzo 
de Zavala, Sam 
Houston).  
-Students will 
identify leaders 
and leadership 
qualities in state 
and local 
government 
leaders of the 
past and present.  

Republic 
Congress 
Immigrants 
Population 

independence 

*Sam 
Houston 
*Lorenzo De 
Zavala 
*Mirabeau B. 
Lamar 

 

*In what ways 
did Sam 
Houston’s 
young life 
prepare him 
for leadership? 
*Did everyone 
in Texas like 
Sam Houston 
and his 
decisions? 

The successes 
and problems 
of the Republic 
of Texas 

Texas 
Studies 
Weekly 

20 
Texas is 
Annexed 

3CDE, 4D, 
17C, 18A, 21A 

-Students will 
explain the 
events that led to 
the annexation of 
Texas to the 
United States. 
-Students will 
identify leaders 
important to 

Annexation 
Debt 
Slavery 
Enslaved 
Fund 
Resolution 
Obituary 
Primary source 
Secondary 

Anson 
Jones 

*The United 
States might 
not want Texas 
to join the 
country, 
according to 
Cousin Charles. 
Why might 
that be? 

The 
annexation of 
Texas to the 
United States 
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Texas as a 
republic and a 
state (Sam 
Houston, 
Mirabeau Lamar, 
Anson Jones). 
-Students use 
geographic tools 
to collect, 
analyze, and 
interpret data 
(maps of Texas, 
Mexico, U.S.). 

source *What benefits 
might the U.S. 
gain if Texas 
joined the 
nation? 
 

21 
Annexation 
Leads to 
the 
Mexican 
War 

2D,E, 
3D,E, 
6A,B 

-Students will 
explain the 
impact of the 
Mexican War on 
Texas.  
-Students will 
identify leaders 
important to the 
founding of Texas 
as a state. 
-Students will 
apply geographic 
tools and 
translate 
geographic data 
while comparing 
maps of Texas 
and the United 
States before the 
war.  
 

Constitution 
Conflicts 
Legislature 
Expand 
Boundary 
Skirmish 
Urge 
*Treat of 
Guadalupe 
Hidalgo 
 

*Jane 
McManus 
Cazneau 

*Why is the 
Texas 
Constitution 
such an 
important 
document? 
*What 
qualities do 
you think are 
needed by 
people who 
write 
important 
documents like 
the Texas 
Constitution? 
 

The impact of 
the Mexican-
American War 
on Texas 
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22 
Texas Joins 
a Divided 
Nation 
 

2E, 4A,D, 
8A,B, 9A, 
10B, 
11ABC, 
12ABC, 
22C, 23B 

-Students will 
describe Texas’s 
role in the Civil 
War and explain 
the impact of the 
Civil War on life 
in Texas. 
-Students will 
explain how 
people in Texas 
were earning 
their living in this 
era and how 
geographic 
factors 
influenced the 
economy. 
-Students will 
describe the 
effects of Texas’s 
statehood on 
American Indians 
in Texas. 

Frontier 
Plantation 
Nullify 
Secede 
Civil War 
Infantry 
Cavalry 
Blockade 
Wages 
manufactured 

*Robert E. 
Lee 
*Ulysses 
S. Grant 
*Mollie 
Bailey 

*Why does the 
family move 
from Alabama 
to Texas? 
*What were 
some of the 
reasons the 
family moved 
specifically to 
Fredericksburg, 
Texas? 

Texas’ role in 
the Civil War 

 

23 
A New Era 
in Texas 

4A, 
12A,C,F, 
15A, 
16A,D, 
17A, 19B, 
21D 

-Students will 
describe the 
impact of post- 
Civil War 
Reconstruction 
on Texas. 
Students will 
explain how 
various groups in 
Texas played a 
role in the 

*Emancipation 
Proclamation 
Confederacy 
Union 
Juneteenth 
Reconstruction 
*Freedmen’s 
Bureau 
Sharecroppers 
 

*General 
Gordon 
Granger 
*Matthew 
Gaines 

*Why do you 
think it took 
two months 
for the slaves 
in Texas to 
learn they 
were free? 
*What are 
some other 
possibilities 
about why the 

The impact of 
post-Civil War 
Reconstruction 
on Texas 
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Reconstruction. –
Students will 
describe the 
origins and 
significance of 
state 
celebrations 
(Juneteenth). 

slaves in Texas 
had to wait to 
hear the news 
about being 
free? 

24 
Let’s 
Review 

 -Students will 
review content 
learned in 
Quarter 3.  

     

25 
Farming 
and 
Ranching 
in Texas 
 

4B, 5B,C, 
9A,C, 
11C, 
12A,B, 
13B, 
20A,B, 
21A, 23A 

-Students will 
explain the 
growth and 
development of 
the cattle 
industry in Texas 
and as part of the 
Texas economy. 
-Students will 
explain ways 
people adapted 
to and modified 
their 
environments to 
meet their needs 
while farming 
and ranching and 
analyze the 
consequences of 
human 
modification of 
the environment 

Longhorn 
Roundup 
Cattle 
drive/trail drive 
Cattle baron 
Open range 
Cowboy 
Stampede 
Barbed wire 

*Lizzie 
Johnson 
Williams 
*Joseph 
Glidden 

*What were 
some of the 
effects of the 
growing cattle 
industry on 
people who 
lived and 
worked in 
Texas? 
*Most 
cowboys were 
men. Find text-
based evidence 
to support that 
statement. 

The growth 
and 
development 
of the cattle 
industry in 
Texas and as 
part of the 
Texas 
economy 
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(fencing). 
 
 

26 
Railroads 
in Texas 

4C,D, 5A, 
8A,C, 9A, 
11A,B,C, 
12A,C,E,F, 
13A,B,C, 
20B,C, 
21F 

-Students will 
identify the 
impact of 
railroads on life 
in Texas, 
including changes 
to cities and 
major industries. 
-Students will 
identify the 
impact of 
railroads on 
urbanization d 
the free 
enterprise 
system of Texas. 
-Students will 
also identify and 
explain clusters 
and patterns of 
settlement due 
to railroad 
expansion in the 
state. 

Railroad 
Railway 
Track 
*Economic 
boom 
Junction 
Depot 
Locomotive 
Lumber 
Trade 
Interdependent 
Immigrant 
Descended 
Illegal 
 
 

 *What reasons 
did the author 
provide to 
explain why 
the children 
hadn’t seen 
their 
grandparents 
in five years? 
*In what ways 
did the railroad 
improve the 
lives of 
Texans? 

The impact of 
railroads on 
life in Texas, 
including 
changes to 
cities and 
major 
industries 

 

27 
Spindletop 
Blows! 

4B, 
5A,B,C, 
8B,C, 
9B,C, 
11B,C, 
12A,B,D, 
13A,B,C, 

-Students will 
identify the 
impact of various 
issues and events 
on life and the 
free enterprise 
system in Texas 

Oil drilling 
Spindletop 
Industries 
Geologist 
Gusher 
Demand 
Oil refinery 

Petroleum 
Economy 
*Patillo 
Higgins 
*Anthony 
Lucas 

Drilling for oil 
was risky and 
sometimes 
dangerous 
work. Find 
evidence to 
support that 
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20A,B,C, 
21E 

(discovery of oil 
and gas). 
-Students will 
explain how oil 
and gas discovery 
led to population 
growth in certain 
areas of the 
state. 
-Students will 
identify famous 
scientists and 
their 
contributions 
(Patillo Higgins). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

proper statement, and 
explain how 
the evidence 
demonstrates 
the risk or 
danger of 
drilling for oil. 

Advanced Extensions:  
Week 1: 
Week 2: 
Week 3: 
Week 4: 
Week 5: 
Week 6: 
*Dates based on 36 week calendar and are subject to change based on pacing adjustments. 
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