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8th Grade                Lesson Planner 

Unit 3 – The Place to Be - Setting and Mood                  Time Frame:  3 weeks 

Objectives 
Skills: The student will be able to…..  TEKS 
Reading: 

● Students understand new vocabulary and use it when reading and writing, and determine the meaning of grade-level 
academic English words derived from Latin, Greek or other linguistic roots and affixes.  

● Students will use a dictionary, a glossary, or a thesaurus (printed or electronic) to determine the meanings, syllabication, 
pronunciations, alternate word choice, and parts of speech of words.  

● Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about theme and genre in different cultural, historical, and 
contemporary contexts and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.  

● Students will explain how the values and beliefs of particular characters are affected by the historical and cultural setting 
of the literary work.  

● Students understand, make inferences and draw conclusions about the structure and elements of poetry and provide 
evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to compare and contrast the relationship 
between purpose and characteristics of different poetic forms. (e.g., epic poetry, lyric poetry).  

● Students understand, make inferences and draw conclusions about the structure and elements of fiction and provide 
evidence from text to support their understanding.  

● Students analyze different forms of point of view, including limited versus omniscient, subjective versus objective.  
● Students understand, make inferences and draw conclusions about how an author’s sensory language  creates imagery in 

literary text and provide evidence to support their understanding, Students are expected to explain the effect of similes 
and extended metaphors in literary text.  

● Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about the author’s purpose in cultural, historical, and 
contemporary contexts and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding. Students are expected to 
analyze works written on the same topic and compare how authors achieved similar or different purposes.  

● Students synthesize and make logical connections between ideas within a text and across two or three texts representing 
similar or different genres and support those findings with textual evidence.  

● Students use comprehension skills to analyze how words, images, graphics and sounds work together in various forms to 
impact meaning.  

● Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater depth in increasingly more complex texts as they before 
self-directed, critical readers. 

● Students will establish purposes for reading selected texts based upon own or others’ desired outcome to enhance 
comprehension. Students will make complex inferences about text and use textual evidence to support understanding.  

Reading: 
Readiness: 
8.2, 8.2A, 
8.2E, 8.3C, 
8.4, 8.6, 
8.6C, 8.8, 
8.9, 8.10D, 
8.13, 
8Fig19A, 
8Fig19D 

 

 

Lesson Information 
Activities  Vocabulary 
Introduction:  
Reader’s Workshop – explain how the values and beliefs of 
particular characters are affected by the historical and cultural 
setting of the literary work, draw conclusions about the elements 
of fictions, make inferences about how an author’s sensory 
language creates imagery in literary text.  
 
Reading: 
Hallucination/from Ellis Island and I/Science Wonder Stories - 
explain how the values and beliefs of particular characters are 
affected by the cultural setting of the literary work, make 
inferences and draw conclusions about the elements of fiction, 
make complex inferences about text and use textual evidence to 
support understanding. 
The Monkey’s Paw - make inferences and draw conclusions 
about the elements of fiction, analyze different forms of point of 
view, including subjective versus objective, make inferences and 
draw conclusions about imagery in literary text. 
The Story of an Eyewitness/Letter From New Orleans: Leaving 
Desire - analyze works written on the same topic and compare 

Academic Vocabulary Writing:  

circumstance, emerge, predominant, rely, technology 
 
 
Reading Vocabulary:  
                              Hallucination/from Ellis Island and I/Science Wonder Stories  
                                      conviction, diminish, inertia, insolent, opposition, refrain 
                                                                                                          The Monkey’s 
Paw 
                                       compensation, credulity, fate, grimace, peril, 
resignation 
               The Story of an Eyewitness/Letter From New Orleans: Leaving 
Desire 
                              compel, vigilantly, disconcert, intermittently, lavishly, 
menace 
                                                                                         Mi Madre/Canyon de Chelly 
                                                                                                                                     N/A 
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how the authors achieved similar or different purposes, make 
logical connections between ideas within a text and across two 
texts representing similar genres, establish purposes for reading 
selected texts. 
Mi Madre/Canyon de Chelly - make inferences and draw 
conclusions about the elements of poetry, make inferences and 
draw conclusions about how an author’s sensory language 
creates imagery. 

 
 

Additional Information 
Materials/Resources Notes from Council 
Reading Resources:  
 
Writing Resources: 
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