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7th Grade                 Lesson Planner 

Unit 1:  Plot, Conflict and Setting      Time Frame:  4 weeks 

Objectives 
Skills: The student will be able to…..  TEKS 
Reading:  

● Understand new vocabulary and use it when reading and writing, use context to determine or 
clarify the meaning of unfamiliar or ambiguous words.  

● Understand, make inferences and draw conclusions about the structure and elements of fiction and 
provide evidence from text to support their understanding,  

● Explain the influence of the setting on plot development, analyze the development of the plot 
through the internal and external responses of the characters, including their motivations and 
conflicts.  

● Use comprehension skills to analyze how words, images, graphics, and sounds work together in 
various forms to impact meaning.  

● Continue to apply earlier standards with greater depth in increasingly more complex texts.  
● Use a flexible range of metacognitive reading skills in both assigned and independent reading to 

understand an author’s message.  
● Continue to apply earlier standards with greater depth in increasingly more complex texts as they 

become self-directed, critical readers. 
 
Writing:  

● se elements of the writing process to compose text, plan first draft by selecting a genre appropriate 
for conveying the intended meaning  to an audience, determining appropriate topics through a 
range of strategies and developing a thesis or controlling idea, develop drafts by choosing an 
appropriate organizational strategy, and building on ideas to create a focused, organized and 
coherent piece of writing,  

● Revise drafts to ensure precise word choice and vivid images; consistent point of view; use of 
simple, compound and complex sentences; internal and external coherence; and the use of 
effective transitions after rethinking how well questions of purpose, audience, and genre have been 
addressed,  

● Edit drafts for grammar, mechanics and spelling, revise final draft in response to feedback from 
peers and teacher and publish written work for appropriate audiences.  

● Write literary texts to express their ideas and feelings about real or imagined people, events and 
ideas.  

● Understand the function of and use the conventions of academic language when speaking and 
writing.  

● Continue to apply earlier standards with greater complexity, identify, use and understand the 
function of the following parts of speech in the context of reading, writing, and speaking, verbs and 
participles, appositive phrases, adverbial and adjectival phrases and clauses, conjunctive adverbs, 
prepositions and prepositional phrases and their influence on subject-verb agreement, relative 
pronouns , subordinating conjunctions, transitions for sentence to sentence or paragraph to 
paragraph coherence, use a variety of complete sentences that include properly placed modifiers, 
correctly identified antecedents, parallel structures, and consistent tenses. 

● Write legibly and use appropriate capitalization and punctuation conventions in their compositions, 
use conventions of capitalization, recognize and use punctuation marks including commas after 
introductory words, phrases, and clauses, semicolons, colons and hyphens. 

Reading:  
 
Readiness: 
7.2, 7.2B 
7.6 A, B, 
7Fig 19 B  
7 Fig 19C 
 
 
Supporting: 
7.6 
7.13B 
 
Writing: 
 
Readiness: 
7.14 A-E, 
7.15 
7.19A, C 
7.20B, 
7.26B, 
7.27 
 
 
Supporting: 
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Lesson Information 
Activities  Vocabulary 
Introduction: Getting to know your students  
 
 
Reading: Seventh Grade – Brainstorm alternate plot, 
Role Play and create conversation to identify 
character traits, infer what might happen on the 2nd 
day of 7th Grade. Write poem about their first day of 
7th grade, take brainstorm activity and write new 
ending to 7th grade. 
The Last Dog Analyze setting – does author portray a 
positive or negative image create a blueprint with 
details supporting your side, compare/contrast the 
setting in what ways will life outside the dome be 
more challenging than in life in the dome. Students 
will pair up and debate sides. Brainstorm and create 
story map for own science fiction story, and then 
draft story. 
Rikki Tikki Tavi – Create plot diagram to analyze the 
suspense, illustrate a scene to visualize character and 
plot. Have students discuss the scene to enhance the 
understanding of the plot/character traits. 
Think/Pair/Share – is a mongoose a good pet? Write 
letter to your parents sharing your side of the 
argument. 
Exploring Titanic – make inferences on what were the 
passenger’s and captain believes of the Titanic. How 
do you know? Analyze chronological order – why 
does the author use time stamps instead of 
transitions words, make timeline as reading – then 
create story map and analyze where different action 
could have bene taken to change the outcome. Write 
one page memoir as a surviving passenger of the 
titanic at least 25 years after the titanic sank. 
An American Childhood – Recognize cause/effect and 
analyze the setting – illustrate cartoon strip from a 
key scene and create character sketch of how they 
visualize one of the characters complete with traits. 
Write 2 journal entries – one as the driver of the 
Buick the other as one of the children being chased 
(Student Choice).  
The Monster’s are Due on Maple Street –identify and 
analyze conflict – divide into groups and reexamine 
plot at which point the conflict could be adverted. 
What could be done differently? Identify what 
needed to be done to avoid conflict – discuss and 
share with whole group – compare and contrast 

Academic Vocabulary Reading:  
Contemporary, Element, Identify, Influence, Structure 

Seventh Grade 
Ferocity, linger, portly, quiver, sheepishly, unison 

The Last Dog 
Copious, disembodied, evasive, foray, foresighted, languish, posterity, reproof 

Rikki Tikki Tavi 
Consolation, cower, cunningly, fledgling, gait, revive, singe, valiant 

 Exploring the Titanic 
Accommodations, adjoining, feverishly, ghastly, moderate, novelty, prophecy 

An American Childhood 
Improvise, perfunctorily, redundant, righteous, simultaneously, spherical, 

translucent 
The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street  

Assent, antagonism, contorted, converging, incriminate, optimistic, revelation 
 
 

Suggested Vocabulary Writing:  
Writing process, rubric, prewriting, editing, revising, noun, pronoun, verb, 

adverb, conjunction, adjective, interjection, preposition, compound sentence, 
simple sentence, narrative essay, coherence, organization, purpose, vivid. 
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ideas.  
 
Writing: Vocabulary Stems (Greek and Latin), Freyer’s 
model, Introduction to the Writing Process, Introduce 
and begin using Writer’s Notebooks, Prewriting: 
Indelible Moments, heart mapping, quick list, 
Narrative Essay (Student Choice), Rubric training, 
Grammar 101 Review, Daily Grammar Practice, Parts 
of speech, simple and compound sentences, 
diagramming sentences, revision and editing 
benchmark. 
 
 
 

Additional Information 
Materials/Resources Notes from Council 
Reading Resources:  
 
Writing Resources: 
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