
Bonham ISD 

6th Grade ELAR                 Lesson Planner 

Unit 4A: Generating Connections: All Genres, Review, and Beginning Research Time Frame:   4th 9 Weeks: 1st 3 Weeks

  

Objectives 
Skills: The student will be able to…..  TEKS 
Reading: 
Students read grade-level text with fluency and comprehension.  

● Students are expected to: (1A) adjust fluency when reading aloud grade-level text based on the 
reading purpose and the nature of the text.  Students understand new vocabulary and use it when 
reading and writing.  

● Students are expected to: (2A) determine the meaning of grade-level academic English words 
derived from Latin, Greek, or other linguistic roots and affixes.  

● (2B) use context (e.g., cause and effect or compare and contrast organizational text structures) to 
determine or clarify the meaning of unfamiliar or multiple meaning words.  

● (2E) use a dictionary, glossary, or a thesaurus (printed or electronic) to determine the meanings, 
syllabication, pronunciations, alternate word choices, and parts of speech of words.  Students use a 
flexible range of metacognitive reading skills in both assigned and independent reading to 
understand an author’s message. Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater 
depth in increasingly more complex texts as they become self-directed, critical readers.  

● The student is expected to: (Fig. 19A) establish purposes for reading selected texts based upon own 
or others’ desired outcome to enhance comprehension.  

● ( Fig. 19B) ask literal, interpretive, evaluative, and universal questions of text.  
● ( Fig. 19C) use background knowledge; create sensory images; reread a portion aloud; generate 

questions.  
● (Fig. 19D) make inferences about text and use textual evidence to support understanding.  
● ( Fig. 19E) summarize, paraphrase, and synthesize texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical 

order within a text and across texts.  
● ( Fig. 19F) make connections (e.g., thematic links, author analysis) between and across multiple 

texts of various genres, and provide textual evidence.  
Writing: 
Students ask open-ended research questions and develop a plan for answering them.  

● Students are expected to: (22 A) Brainstorm, consult with others, decide upon a topic, and 
formulate open-ended questions to address the major research topic.  

● (22 B) Generate a research plan for gathering relevant information about the major research 
question.  Students determine, locate, and explore the full range of relevant sources addressing a 
research question and systematically record the information they gather.  

● Students are expected to: (23 A) Follow the research plan to collect data from a range of print and 
electronic resources (e.g., reference texts, periodicals, web pages, online sources) and data from 
experts.  

● (23 B) Differentiate between primary and secondary sources.  
● (23 C) Record data, utilizing available technology (e.g., word processors) in order to see the 

relationships between ideas, and convert graphic/visual data (e.g., charts, diagrams, timelines) into  
● (23 D) Identify the source of notes (e.g., author, title, page number) and record bibliographic 

information concerning those sources according to a standard format.  

Reading: 
Readiness: 
2 A, B, E 
Fig. 19 D, E, 
F 
Supporting 
Fig. 19 D, E 
 
Writing: 
Readiness: 
22 A, B 23 
A, B, C, D, E 
24 A, B 25 
A, B, C 26 
A, B, C 28 A 
 
 
 
 
TEKS: 1 A 
Fig. 19 A, B, 
C 
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● (23 E) Differentiate between paraphrasing and plagiarism and identify the importance of citing valid 
and reliable sources.  Students clarify research questions and evaluate and synthesize collected 
information.  

● Students are expected to: (24 A) Refine the major research question, if necessary, guided by the 
answers to a secondary set of questions.  

● (24 B) Evaluate the relevance, validity, and reliability of sources for the research.  Students organize 
and present their ideas and information according to the purpose of the research and their 
audience. Students are expected to synthesize the research into a written or an oral presentation 
that:  

● (25 A) Compiles important information from multiple sources.  
● (25 B) Develops a topic sentence, summarizes findings, and uses evidence to support conclusions. 

(25 C) Uses quotations to support ideas and an appropriate form of documentation to acknowledge 
sources (e.g., bibliography, works cited).  Students use comprehension skills to listen attentively to 
others in formal and informal settings. Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater 
complexity. Students are expected to:  

● (26 A) Listen to and interpret a speaker’s messages (both verbal and nonverbal) and ask questions 
to clarify the speaker’s purpose or perspective.  

● (26 B) Follow, restate, and give oral instructions that include multiple action steps.  
● (26 C) Paraphrase the major ideas and supporting evidence in informal and formal presentations. 

Students work productively with others in teams. Students will continue to apply earlier standards 
with greater complexity.  

● Students are expected to: (28 A) Participate in student-led discussions by eliciting and considering 
suggestions from other group members and by identifying points of agreement and disagreement. 

 

Lesson Information 
Activities  Vocabulary 
Introduction:  
(“What’s the Purpose?”)  
To identify purposes of different types of texts and 
identify topics, do the activity, “What’s the 
Purpose?” in KAMICO pp. 294-299.  

● Lesson 1 (Fiction and Nonfiction) To better 
familiarize the students with the different 
genres, choose paired passages from the 
book, Paired Passages-Linking Fact to Fiction 
by Teacher Created Resources. There are 
questions, graphic organizers to complete, 
summaries to write and writing activities 
after each paired selection. You can have 
students do this independently, with a 
partner or small groups.  

Also, Target Reading is a good source to use to 
review all of the different genres. Every campus has a 
copy of this.  

● Lesson 2 (“Tuesday of the Other June,” 
“Primer,” “The Problem with Bullies”) Holt 
McDougal pp. 468-486  

Vocabulary Focus: Review academic vocabulary 
words and introduce story vocabulary words. (See p. 

Academic Vocabulary Reading:   
● sensory 
● language 
● imagery  
● personification  
● genre  
● inform  
● express  
● influence 
● entertain 

 
Story “Tuesday of the Other June” by Norma Fox Mazer from Holt McDougal 
pp. 468-481  
 

● daze 
● torment  
● emerald  
● devoted  
●  rigid  
● dazzling  

 
And  Prefix/suffix/root word vocabulary as indicated by district list 
purple=prefix red=root green=suffix  
 
Academic Writing Vocabulary:  
 

● Bibliography 
● Plagiarism  
● Encyclopedia 
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469) Add new story vocabulary words to the reading 
notebook/box.  
Reading Focus: To introduce the story, follow the 
procedures suggested on pp. 468-69. Students and 
teacher will engage in a guided reading gradual 
release approach as the story is being read. As you 
read the story, stop and discuss the following: 
o Imagery pp. 470, 472 
o Connection pp. 472, 474, 475, 477, 480  
o Visualization pp. 470, 473, 478  
o Personification p. 475  
o Sensory Language 472, 478, 481  
 
After reading and discussing the story, make a flip 
chart using the sensory strip below. (Also, see 
handout) Answer key on p. 199 in Resource Manager 
Unit 4. 
http://pricelessliteracy.homestead.com/Sensory_Stri
p_for_Readin g.pdf  
Connection Poem on p. 482 titled, “Primer” by Rita 
Dove AND Feature Article on p. 486 titled, “The 
Problem with Bullies” Read the poem and discuss the 
connection, compare and contrast the ways the 
mothers are alike and different and evaluate the 
poem. (see p. 482) Then read the article and as you 
read take notes on the statistics, forms, roots, effects 
and stopping bullies of bullying. (See Resource 
Manager Unit 4 p. 81) As a culminating activity and 
connection for all three selections, create a concept 
web. Students will relate current events, prior 
knowledge, the poem, “Primer” and the article, “The 
Problem with Bullies.” (See handout titled, 
“Connect.”) 
 
Review The two weeks before STAAR testing, use the 
benchmark to pinpoint weak areas that need to be 
reviewed. Listed below are some of the resources 
that can be used at your discretion.  
o Holt McDougal Literature Texas  
Write Source: Texas Assessment Preparation  
o USA TestPrep (online)  
o KAMICO Development Series 
 o KAMICO Diagnostic  
o 3DX Training (fall district training) 
 
Mini-Lesson:  District prefix/suffix/root vocabulary 
list. Lessons can incorporate the following activities: 
Frayer Model, http://quizlet.com/, The Learning 
Works books Dinah Zike’s Notebook Foldables 
Prefixes and Suffixes  
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Writing: 
Mini-lesson (Writing Academic Vocabulary):  
Students will use their word study notebook to 
record meanings for academic vocabulary. It is 
suggested that students record the word on one side 
of the index card and the definition on the other 
side. Words can be stored in an envelope glued in 
the word study notebook/index card box. Academic 
vocabulary can be reviewed by placing index cards 
word side up and student partners can take turns 
citing meaning.  

● Lesson 1 (Using Encyclopedias): Introduce 
the use of encyclopedias by discussing the 
following PowerPoint: 
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&
esrc=s&frm=1&s 
ource=web&cd=4&ved=0CDwQFjAD&url=htt
p%3A%2F%2Fima 
ges.pcmac.org%2FUploads%2FSamRayburnIS
D%2FSamRaybur 
nISD%2FDivisions%2FPresentations%2FUsing
%2520the%2520E 
ncyclopedia.ppt&ei=MZRhUrXLHKnp2AWmlI
DIBA&usg=AFQjC 
NH2i1SSRfA_6ah-jt2Uq74S8R6a8Q&bvm=bv.
54934254,d.b2I  

Complete the following scavenger hunts to practice 
using the encyclopedia. This can be done as a class or 
in groups depending on the amount of material you 
have. Individual questions can also be given out to 
keep the groups smaller. 
http://enchantedlearning.com/scavengerhunt/encycl
opedia/ and/or 
http://enchantedlearning.com/scavengerhunt/encycl
opedia2  

● Lesson 2 (Using the Internet for Research): 
Use the following PowerPoint called Wading 
Through the Web to introduce how to use 
the web for research. 
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&
esrc=s&frm=1&s 
ource=web&cd=2&ved=0CDUQFjAB&url=htt
p%3A%2F%2Fww 
w.readwritethink.org%2Ffiles%2Fresources%
2Flesson_images 
%2Flesson983%2Fpresentation.ppt&ei=NI5h
UvKIFKqA2QXDo4 
CQCw&usg=AFQjCNHPh6cG2GBF5OKkpepp
M2CSmvITw&bvm=bv.54934254,d.b2I   
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● Lesson 3 (Bibliography/Citing Sources): 
Introduce the importance of citing sources 
and avoiding plagiarism with the following 
Power Point: 
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&
esrc=s&frm=1&s 
ource=web&cd=6&ved=0CE0QFjAF&url=http
%3A%2F%2Fwww 
.dickinson.k12.nd.us%2Fteacherpages%2Fjfis
her%2Fdocument 
s%2FMyCitingSourcesPPT_003.ppt&ei=4qaT
UvLrO9LUoATv7oK 
ACA&usg=AFQjCNFFtxtS9LeNWqHXrHDOk35
ElpDoCQ&bvm=b v.56988011,d.cGU 
Students can use the information from the 
Power Point to create a bibliography to cite 
the sources used for their research in the 
next section (4 B and C).  

● Lesson 4 (Group Research): Students will 
work in groups to generate questions for a 
specific country. Then they will use a variety 
of resources to locate the information. Put 
the students into groups of 3 or 4 students. 
Give each group a country. Make sure the 
country assigned is not one that will be used 
for the upcoming country research project 
(Unit 4 A and B). After the groups have been 
given their country, they will generate 5-10 
questions about it. Students will work 
together to locate the answers to the 
questions using encyclopedias, books, the 
internet, etc. After the questions have been 
answered, each group can share their 
information with the class 

 
 

Additional Information 
Materials/Resources Notes from Council 
Reading Resources:  
Holt McDougal  http://Pricelessliteracy.com  Paired 
Passages-Linking Fact to Fiction. by Teacher Created 
Resources  http://quizlet.com/,  Holt McDougal 
Literature Texas Write Source: Texas Assessment 
Preparation,  USA TestPrep (online),  KAMICO 
Development Series  
“Connect” Supplies: index cards, glue Students will 
need: Reader’s notebook Writer’s notebook Word 
Study notebook Index card box (optional) (The 
reader’s notebook, writer’s notebook and word study 

Teachers should allow time to read aloud to students.  Teachers 
are encouraged to include ELPS strategies, not just for second 
language learners, but for all students. (The ELPS strategies are 
good teaching practices.)  Teachers are encouraged to integrate 
student use of technology into lessons as appropriate. 
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notebook may be combined by using one or two 
notebooks with designated sections.) Additional 
Resources: 
http://www.breitlinks.com/my_libmedia/children%2
7s_genres.htm  
This link gives you the definitions of all of the genres. 
Handout titled, “Grade 06 Possible/Optional 
Literature” This is a list of grade appropriate 
literature.  
 
Writing Resources: 
 
www.thesaurus.com 
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