
Social Studies Grade 41st Nine Weeks At a Glance (Week 1-9) 

 
 

Week * TEKS/ELPS I Can Statements / 
Guiding Questions 

Vocabulary Guided 
Questions 

Focus Resources 

1 
Where in 
the World 
Are We? 

      6A,B, 
7A, 8A, B, 
C, 9C, 12A, 
B, C, 21F 
  
 

-Students will use 
geographic tools to 
collect, analyze and 
interpret data relating to 
Texas’ place in the world. 
They will describe a 
variety of regions in Texas 
and the Western 
Hemisphere. Students will 
identify clusters and 
explain patterns of 
settlement in Texas. 

*geologist 
*Coastal Plains 
*carnivore 
*clusters 
*mountains 
and basins 

*free 
enterprise 
*equator 
*hemisphere 
*region 

*How do 
geologists know 
that the land we 
now call Texas 
looked much 
different 
millions of years 
ago? 
*What reason 
does the author 
provide that 
explains why 
Texas looked 
more like a 
jungle millions 
of years ago? 
*Do you think 
Texas is 
continuing to 
change even 
now? 

 

Texas now 
and millions of 
years ago. 

Texas 

Studies 

Weekly 

2 
Where in 
the World 
Are We? 

      6B, 
7A,B, C, 
8C, 9C, 
12B, 13B, 
15C, 17C, 
E, 20B, 21F 
 

-Students will describe a 
variety of regions in Texas 
and will compare the 
regions of Texas with 
other regions including 
major cities. 

*Spindletop 
*fault line 
*earthquake 
*Ouachita 
*pecan 
*bluebonnet 
*grasslands 

*cottonseeds 
*Panhandle 
*pioneer 
*dugout 
*Great Plains 
*climate 
*biologist 

*Why did Texas 
become 
well-known 
around the 
world in 1901? 
*How did oil 
change the way 

Regions of 
Texas 
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people in Texas 
lived? 

3 
United 
States 
Constitutio
n 

3A, 15A, B, 
C, 17C, E, 
18A 

- Students will 
understand important 
ideas in historic 
documents of Texas. 
Students will identify the 
purposes and explain the 
importance of the Texas 
Constitution. They will 
explain the purposes of 
the U.S. Constitution and 
will identify and explain 
the basic functions of the 
three branches of state 
government. 

*freedom 
*independence 
*sacrifice 
*courage 
*government 
*executive  
*legislative 
*judicial 

*President 
*Congress 
*court 
*Constitution 
*elect 
*Iroquois 

*What sacrifices 
were made by 
others so that 
we can continue 
to enjoy living 
the United 
States? 
*Hypothesize 
how 
government 
and our lives 
might be 
different if we 
did not have a 
free press? 

Historic 
documents in 
Texas and the 
U.S. 
Constitution 

 

4 
First People 
in Texas 
 
 
 

1A, B, 8A, 
9A, 10A 

-Students will explain 
how and why the first 
people came from Asia 
into North America. They 
will identify and compare 
American Indian groups in 
Texas before European 
exploration. 
- Students will describe 
ways people adapted to 
and modified their 
environment in order to 
survive. 

*Paleoamerica
n 
*flintknapping 
*archeologist 
*artifact 
*excavate 

*nomad 
*mammoth 
*bison 
*Ice Age 
 

*How does the 
author use 
language to 
persuade the 
reader to think 
that 
Paleoamericans 
are intelligent? 
*How can you 
compare 
Paleoamericans 
and 
modern-day 
children? 

The first 
people in 
America 
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5 
Archaic 
Indian 
Groups of 
Texas 
 

1A, B, C, D, 
21A 

-Students will identify and 
compare ways of life of 
American Indian groups in 
specific Texas regions. 
-Students will describe 
ways and identify reasons 
these groups modified 
their environment and 
used the natural 
resources of their regions 
to survive. 
 

*Ice Age 
*climate 
*Pecos River 
*Archaic 
*remains 
*atlatl 
*shaman 
 

*warrior 
*coprolites 
*timeline 
 

*Why did 
people’s lives 
change at the 
end of the Ice 
Age? 
*How does Joe 
Labadie let the 
reader know 
why he believes 
that the Lower 
Pecos area “is 
one of the 
greatest 
archaeological 
regions”? 

Archaic 
Indians 

 

6 
American 
Indian 
Groups of 
Texas – 
Part Two 
 

1A, B, C, D, 
8A, 9A, B, 
10A, 14A, 
21A 

-Students will identify and 
compare ways of life of 
American Indian groups in 
Texas during the Late 
Prehistoric period.  
-Students will describe 
ways and identify reasons 
these groups modified 
their environment and 
used the natural 
resources of their regions 
to survive. 

*prehistoric 
*Karankawa 
*Coahuiltecan 
*Jornada 
*Puebloan 
*Jumano 
*Caddo 

*mound 
builders 
*pottery 
*nomad 
*dugout canoe 
*asphaltum 
*pithouse 
*rock art 

*How did the 
author pique 
your interest in 
learning more 
about the 
different groups 
of American 
Indians in this 
article? 
*Which 
American Indian 
group do you 
want to learn 
about the most 
and why? 

Indians in 
Texas 

 

7 
American 
Indian 
Groups of 

1A, B, C, D, 
8A, 9A, B, 
10A, 14A, 
21A 

-Students will identify and 
compare ways of life of 
American Indian groups in 
specific Texas Regions. 

*Comanche 
*historic 
*horsemen 
*captive 

*panhandle 
*Tonkawa 
*Wichita 
*Kiowa 

*How did the 
Comanche 
become “lords 
of the plains”? 

Indians in 
Texas 
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Texas – 
Part Three 

-Students will describe 
ways and identify reasons 
these groups modified 
their environment and 
used the natural 
resources of their regions 
to survive. 
 

*Lipan Apache 
*tipi (can also 
be spelled 
tepee or 
teepee) 

*bison *Find 
text-based 
evidence to 
show the 
Comanche were 
fearless 
warriors, but 
they were also 
compassionate 
and resourceful. 

8 
Let’s 
Review 
 

1A, B, C, D, 
8A, 9A, B, 
10A, 14A, 
21A 

-Students will review all 
TEKS from weeks 1-7 

     

9 
Europe 
Discovers 
the “New 
Land” 
 

1B, 2A, B, 
8A, 21A 

-Students will summarize 
reasons for European 
exploration and 
settlement of the 
Western Hemisphere.  
-Students will identify the 
accomplishments of 
Christopher Columbus 
and explain the impact of 
these explorations on the 
settlement of the 
Western Hemisphere. 

*Columbus 
*eclipse 
*Taino 
*maroon 
*astrolabe 
*scurvy 
 

*compass 
*voyage 
*hourglass 
*representativ
e 
 

*Why were the 
Taino people 
excited and 
happy to meet 
Columbus 

  

Advanced Extensions:  
Week 1: 
Week 2: 
Week 3: 
Week 4: 
Week 5: 
Week 6: 
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*Dates based on 36 week calendar and are subject to change based on pacing adjustments. 

  

 


