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Bonham ISD 

6th ELAR                         Lesson Planner 

Unit 1A: Exploring Fiction             Time Frame:  1st 9 Weeks:  1st 3 Weeks 

Objectives 
Skills: The student will be able to…..  TEKS 
Reading: 

● Students read grade-level text with fluency and comprehension. Students are expected to: (1A) 
adjust fluency when reading aloud grade-level text based on the reading purpose and the nature of 
the text.   

● Students understand new vocabulary and use it when reading and writing. Students are expected 
to: (2A) determine the meaning of grade-level academic English words derived from Latin, Greek, or 
other linguistic roots and affixes. (2B) use context (e.g., cause and effect or compare and contrast 
organizational text structures) to determine or clarify the meaning of unfamiliar or multiple 
meaning words. (2E) use a dictionary, glossary, or a thesaurus (printed or electronic) to determine 
the meanings, syllabication, pronunciations, alternate word choices, and parts of speech of words.   

● Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about theme and genre in different 
cultural, historical, and contemporary contexts and provide evidence from the text to support their 
understanding. Students are expected to: (3A) infer the implicit theme of a work of fiction, 
distinguishing theme from the topic.   

● Students understand, make inferences and draw conclusions about the structure and elements of 
fiction and provide evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to: (6 
A) summarize the elements of plot development (e.g., rising actions, turning point, climax, falling 
action, denouement) in various works of fiction. (6 B) recognize dialect and conversational voice and 
explain how authors use dialect to convey character. (6 C) describe different forms of point-of-view, 
including first- and third-person.   

● Students understand, make inferences and draw conclusions about how an author’s sensory 
language creates imagery in literary text and provide evidence from text to support their 
understanding. Students are expected to: (8 A) explain how authors create meaning though stylistic 
elements and figurative language emphasizing the use of personification, hyperbole, and refrains.   

● Students use a flexible range of metacognitive reading skills in both assigned and independent 
reading to understand an author’s message. Students will continue to apply earlier standards with 
greater depth in increasingly more complex texts as they become self-directed, critical readers. The 
student is expected to: (Fig. 19A) establish purposes for reading selected texts based upon own or 
others’ desired outcome to enhance comprehension. ( Fig. 19B) ask literal, interpretive, evaluative, 
and universal questions of text. ( Fig. 19C) use background knowledge; create sensory images; 
reread a portion aloud; generate questions. (Fig. 19D) make inferences about text and use textual 
evidence to support understanding. ( Fig. 19E) summarize, paraphrase, and synthesize texts in ways 
that maintain meaning and logical order within a text and across texts. ( Fig. 19F) make connections 
(e.g., thematic links, author analysis) between and across multiple texts of various genres, and 
provide textual evidence.  

 
Writing: 
 

● Students understand the function of and use the conventions of academic language when speaking 
and writing. Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater complexity. Students are 
expected to:  6.19 A use and understand the function of the following parts of speech in the context 
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of reading, writing, and speaking: (i) verbs (irregular and active and passive voice); (ii) non-count 
nouns (e.g., rice, paper); and (vi) indefinite pronouns (e.g., all, both, nothing, anything).   

● 6.19 B Differentiate between the active and passive voice and know how to use them both.  
Students write legibly and use appropriate capitalization and punctuation conventions in their 
compositions. Students are expected to:  
              6. 20 A Recognize and use punctuation marks including: (i) abbreviations. (ii) initials and acronyms. 
(iii) organizations 
 

 

Lesson Information 
Activities  Vocabulary 
READING: 
 
Introduction (2-3 days):  

● Introduction to classroom procedures, rules 
and expectations. (will vary by teacher)   

● Administration procedures/school 
paperwork, etc.   

● Set up notebooks and reading/writing 
folders from pricelessliteracy.com  

●  Collect a reading fluency score from each 
student.  

Mini-Lesson: 
●   District prefix/suffix/root vocabulary list. 

Lessons can incorporate the following 
activities: Frayer 
Model, http://quizlet.com/, The Learning 
Works books Dinah Zike’s Notebook 
Foldables Prefixes and Suffixes 

 
Reading:  

● Lesson 1: (1-2 days) Vocabulary Focus: 
Students will use their word study 
notebook/vocabulary box to record meanings 
for academic vocabulary. It is suggested that 
students record the word on one side of the 
index card and on the other record the 
definition. Words can be stored in an 
envelope glued in the word study 
notebook/index card box. Academic 
vocabulary can be reviewed by placing index 
cards word side up and student partners can 
take turns citing meaning. Reading Focus: 
Read a short story to the class (See attached 
list). Have a class discussion to identify the 
academic vocabulary using a story map/plot 
diagram of your choice.  

Academic Vocabulary Reading:             
● Setting   
●  Character traits  
●  Inference  
●  Summarize   
● Synthesize   
● Plot   
● Rising action   
● Climax  
●  Denouement  
●  Resolution  
●  Foreshadowing   
● Prediction  
●  Sequencing  
●  Falling action  
●  Conflict  
●  Cause-Effect Relationship      

 
Story 1: (5 days) 
“All Summer in a Day” by Ray Bradbury, Holt McDougal Literature    
pp. 66-74                

● slackening   
● apparatus  
●  immense  
●  tumultuously   
● resilient   
● savored         

Story 2: (5 days) 
“Lob’s Girl” by Joan Aiken, Holt McDougal Literature  
pp.86-100 

● decisively   
● erupt   
● atone   
● reluctant  
●  melancholy   
● agitated  

 
 
Academic Vocabulary Writing:                  
Or Fiction Novel-see suggestions below.  Twenty-five 6th 
grade appropriate vocabulary words from the fiction novel. 
 
ACADEMIC VOCABULARY:  
English/Writing:  

http://quizlet.com/
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Reading Focus: Read a short story to the class (See 
attached list). Have a class discussion to identify the 
academic vocabulary using a story map/plot diagram 
of your choice.  

● Lesson 2: (5 days each story) Vocabulary 
Focus: Students will determine the meanings, 
syllabication, pronunciations, alternate word 
choices and parts of speech for story 1 & 2 
vocabulary or the fiction novel vocabulary (10 
words). To do this, students will use 
dictionaries, glossaries and thesauruses to 
complete vocabulary foldables/word sorts 
(parts of speech, prefixes-suffixes, etc/ or the 
Frayer Model. This will be added to their 
word study notebook/box. Reading Focus: 
Option 1: Story 1: Holt McDougal Literature-
pp. 66-74 Follow procedures suggested by 
text to introduce story. Students and the 
teacher will engage in a guided reading 
gradual release approach as the story is being 
read. Skills will focus on stopping periodically 
to summarize the story, inferring meaning, 
and predicting. Students will successfully 
identify setting, characters, plot, conflict, 
resolution and cause-effect relationships. 
Story 2: Holt McDougal Literature-pp. 86-100 
Follow procedures suggested by text to 
introduce the story. Students and teacher will 
engage in a guided reading gradual release 
approach as the story is being read. Also, as 
you read, record hints from the story that 
foreshadow what happened to Lob. Complete 
the diagram by telling what happened to him. 
(Use Think Central or hard copy, titled, 
Resource Manager-Unit 1, p.101 teacher’s 
key p. 247) Option 2: Read a novel (See 
suggested list). Lessons and activities should 
cover the objectives listed. Use a novel guide 
specific to the novel.  

●  Lesson 3: Vocabulary Focus: Option 1: Story 
1 & 2-Review vocabulary by playing the 
game, “Four Corners.” (For 6 vocabulary 
words, use 4 corners and 2 sides) Display the 
descriptions of the words at each corner. 
Give each student a vocabulary word. The 
student will go to the corner they think 
describes their word. You will have more than 

●  Noun  
●  Pronoun  
●  Verb   
● Preposition  
●  Adjective  
●  Adverb 
● Conjunction   
● Interjection 
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one student at each corner. (Use “All Summer 
In A Day” and “Lob’s Girl” Vocabulary Review 
handout.)  

Option 2: Novel-Follow the same procedure listed 
under Option 1, Story 1 & 2 for your vocabulary 
review.  
 
Reading Focus: 
 Option1: Story 1-With a partner, students will 
complete a plot diagram. (You can use the same one 
that you used in lesson 1.) After they complete the 
plot diagram, have the students complete a t-chart 
identifying the internal and external conflicts of the 
characters. (Margot and William) Discuss both as a 
class when completed. Story 2-With a partner, 
students will complete a timeline of the events 
presented in the story. Each sentence on the timeline 
should begin the certain words and phrases such as 
the next day, then, and by that afternoon. Record the 
events in a simple foldable with six sections. (See 
teacher’s key on Think Central or hard copy, Resource 
Manager, Unit 1, p. 247.) 
 Option 2: Novel-Continue lessons and activities that 
go along with the novel.   

● Lesson 4: (2 days) Option 1: Story 1: 
(optional) View “All Summer In A Day” video. 
(This video is from the last adoption. Some 
schools may have this video, some may not.) 
Story 2: (optional) View You Tube videos 
about loyal dogs with discretion. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvx3OAD
6fSM&noredirect=1  

 Novel: (optional) Many novels have movies. You can 
view the movie before or after the novel. There is a 
DVD titled, “The Dust Bowl” that is available for rent 
at local stores. Also see 
http://www.discoveryeducation.com for short clips.  
Extension Activities: For a novel, the activities will be 
listed in the guide specific to the novel. Alpha-Boxes 
Activity (See handout)  
Writing: 
Possible Journal Prompts for Weeks 1-3:  

●  One time I shocked my teacher when…  
●  I have the most fun when I get to…   
● One day I was afraid when…   
● Write about you worst school day.  
●  If I could visit any country, I would go to…  
●  I have always wanted to…  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvx3OAD6fSM&noredirect=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvx3OAD6fSM&noredirect=1
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/
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Note: Teachers can also use pictures for journal 
writing ideas.  

●  Lesson 1 (Parts of Speech Review)(1 day): 
Vocabulary focus: Present the Parts of Speech 
PowerPoint 
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/
ppt/parts.pps Students will use their word 
study notebook/vocabulary box or make a 
foldable or booklet to record meanings for 
academic vocabulary.   

● Lesson 2 (Noun Review)(1-2 days): Discuss 
common, proper, singular, plural, collective, 
and possessive nouns. Read a short story to 
the class such as Merry-Go-Round A Book 
About Nouns and A Cache of Jewels by Ruth 
Heller. Have a class discussion to identify 
common, proper, singular, plural, possessive 
nouns, and collective. Present the 
PowerPoint 
http://languagearts.pppst.com/nouns.html 
(Click on Nouns) Categorize some of the 
nouns in the noun booklet. Add new ones 
resulting from the class discussion.  

●  
*Focus: Possessive Nouns (1 day): Discuss sections 
650.4, 652.1, 652.2, 652.3, and 652.4 on 5pp. 650 and 
652 (Write Source). Handout Possessive Nouns and 
Apostrophes. Discuss and complete with the class. 
Keep this rule in a folder, binder, an interactive 
notebook, etc. Noncount Nouns (1 day): Write 
Source-p. 517 Discuss the definition and the 
examples. Add examples of noncount nouns to the 
noun booklet. Capitalization (1 day): Write Source-pp. 
662, 664, 666, 668, and 670 Discuss the capitalization 
rules on each page. Also, give each student a handout 
of capitalization rules to keep in their folder or 
notebook. Carefully look over the examples and think 
of more with the class. (You can also discuss pp. 663, 
665, 667, 669, and 671 with the class.)   

● Lesson 4 (Pronouns)(1 day): To show the 
purpose of using pronouns, read the 
paragraph Without Pronouns and With 
Pronouns from Write Source p. 522. Review 
pronouns by discussing subject pronouns, 
object pronouns, reflexive pronouns, 
possessive pronouns, and antecedents (pp. 
742-750). Read a short story to the class such 
as I and You and Don’t Forget Who: What is a 

http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/ppt/parts.pps
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/ppt/parts.pps
http://languagearts.pppst.com/nouns.html
http://languagearts.pppst.com/nouns.html
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Pronoun? by Brian P. Clearly. Have a class 
discussion to identify subject pronouns, 
object pronouns, reflexive pronouns, and 
possessive pronouns. Categorize the 
pronouns in a pronoun booklet, foldable, on 
an anchor chart, or on butcher paper. *Focus: 
Indefinite Pronouns (1 day): Write Source- p. 
521 Add examples of indefinite pronouns to 
the pronoun booklet, foldable, anchor chart, 
or butcher from above.  

●  Lesson 5 (Verbs)(1 day): Review verbs by 
discussing action verbs, linking verbs, and 
helping verbs (p. 752). Read a short story to 
the class such as To Root, to Toot, to 
Parachute: What is a Verb? by Brian P. 
Clearly. Have a class discussion to identify 
action verbs, linking verbs, and helping verbs. 
Categorize the verbs in a foldable, on a chart, 
on an anchor chart, or on butcher paper. 
*Focus: Irregular Verbs(1-2 days): Write 
Source-Review Verb Tenses p. 754 and 758. 
Discuss the Irregular Verb chart on p. 756 or 
handout and discuss the Irregular Verb sheet. 
You can also use the Skills Book Verbs 1 and 
2, pp. 157-160. Do the activities that go with 
the text. Active and Passive Voice(2 days): 
http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/english/acti
vepassivevoice.htm Go to the above link and 
discuss the Active and Passive Voice poster. 
and/or Write Source-pp. Discuss section 
760.1 on p. 760 After students understand 
the difference between active and passive 
voice, it is important to practice writing in the 
active voice. You can go back to the link to 
complete the activity sheet. 
http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/english/acti
vepassivevoice.htm This activity can be done 
as a class, in groups, or in pairs. and/or Write 
Source-p. 528 (Create Active Voice) Do the 
activities that go with the text.  

 

Additional Information 
Materials/Resources Notes from Council 
Reading Resources:  
 
Holt McDougal Literature or Fiction Novel  
http://Pricelessliteracy.com  Thinkcentral.com  

Fiction novel suggestions: Out of the Dust, Hatchet, Running 
Out of Time, Watson’s Go To Birmingham, 1963  The teacher 
should allow time to read aloud to students.  Teachers are 
encouraged to include ELPS strategies, not just for second 

http://pricelessliteracy.com/
http://www-k6.thinkcentral.com/ePCLandingPage/
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Short Story: The Patchwork Quilt by Valerie 
Flournoy  “All Summer In A Day” video. (from last 
adoption)  Write Source Handout: noun booklet, 
capitalization rules, pronoun booklet, irregular verb 
charts, reading log, story map, plot diagram, book 
list 
Writing Resources: 
 Additional Resources: http://suzyred.com/ -This 
website has great units and activities for books. 
“What’s NEW in Children’s Literature and How to 
Use it in Your Program”-Every year the librarian of 
every school receives a copy of this handbook. 
Merry-Go-Round A Book About Nouns by Ruth 
Heller  
A Cache of Jewels by Ruth Heller 
A Gaggle of Geese by Philippa-Alys Browne  
Your Foot’s on My Feet! and Other Tricky Nouns by 
Marvin Terban  
I and You and Don’t Forget Who: What is a 
Pronoun? by Brian P. Clearly  
To Root, to Toot, to Parachute: What is a Verb? by 
Brian P. Clearly  
If You Were a Verb by Hichael Dahl 
 Kites Sail High by Ruth Heller 
 I Have, Who Has? (Creative Teaching Press) 
 o Plural Nouns  
o Changing Present to Past-Tense Verbs 
 
 

language learners, but for all students. (The ELPS strategies are 
good teaching practices.)  Teachers are also encouraged to 
integrate student use of technology into lessons as appropriate.  
Teachers may want to consider a subscription to Storyworks or 
READ magazine. Both include all genres, writing contests, 
vocabulary development, activities and assessments.  Teachers 
should stop and answer questions when reviewing parts of 
speech that have been taught in previous grades. It might be 
necessary to do additional mini-lessons on certain concepts.  
Teachers are encouraged to parts of speech with games such as 
“I Have, Who Has?” (See additional resources for specific 
games.) 

 

http://suzyred.com/

