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Tips on Taking the MDPT 
 
CETE has been in the field observing our elementary school 
students taking the Multi-Disciplinary Performance Task (MDPT). 
We have seen some confusion on aspects of the task not 
explained well in the directions. Please give students these 
additional hints as needed. 
 
Activity I 
The audio button (arrow) for the resources is in the top left 
corner when the student is in “Passage Only” mode or “Passage 
and Questions” mode. The audio does NOT start automatically. 
Have the students click on the arrow to play the audio and on the 
pause button to stop it. Be sure to adjust the volume on the 
computer prior to starting KITE. 
 
Students will need to scroll to read the all of the resources. Be 
sure students know how to use their mouse/keypad/finger to 
scroll down to continue reading. 
 
There are guiding questions associated with each task. When the 
student is reading the resources in "Passage Only" mode, the 
guiding questions are not visible. When the student moves to 
"Passage and Questions" mode, the guiding questions will be 
along the right-hand side. Be sure your students know where to 
find the questions before beginning to read. Students may toggle 
back and forth between "Passage Only" mode and "Passage and 
Questions" mode by clicking the buttons at the bottom of the 
screen. 
 
There is a notes tool on the left that looks like a sticky note with 
a pencil. Any notes taken here will be saved for Activity II, but 
the student must click the “save” button within the note. The 
"save" button looks like a floppy disk icon that is common to most 
word processing programs. The tags tool may be used to mark 
main ideas and evidence statements and will be saved for Activity 
II automatically. The only tool that will not be saved for Activity II 
is the highlighter. 
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Activity II 
To see the prompt, the student must be in "Questions Only" or 
"Passage and Questions" mode. The prompt should appear along 
with a space for students to write a response. If the response box 
does not appear, choose "View All" at the top of the screen. 
 
The response space includes a save button – the icon that looks 
like a floppy disk common to most word processing programs. 
Encourage your students to save frequently as they are writing. If 
the student navigates away from that page, the work will be 
saved automatically but if the computer unexpectedly shuts down 
and they have not saved their writing, it will be lost. 
 
There are separate audio buttons for the resources and prompt. 
Be sure the student knows which button to click depending on 
which they would like to hear read out loud. The audio play 
button for the prompt is located in the center at the bottom.  
	  


