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I hope everyone is having a great summer and enjoying the extended family time. Before 

we know it, summer will end, and school will start back. Haywood students will start on 

Thursday August 13, 2020. Busses will run and classes will operate as normal. We will have an 

open house on Wednesday August 12th from 8 to noon. New students may enroll at open house 

or anytime in August. We will run a traditional schedule, with students in class five days a week.  

I shared our calendar on Facebook last week, you can downloaded our calendar and our student 

supply list from our website www.haywood.k12.ok.us. This week many health and education 

experts stated what we all have known; distance learning did not work, and that students need to 

be in school. We strongly agree. 

 

Students missed months of instruction and are starting the year behind. We are 

accounting for that and adjusting curriculum and resources to meet our students needs. Mrs. 

Mincher, our Reading Specialist, will have two hours each day to work with students 

individually. Teachers are adjusting their schedules to devote more time for math and reading to 

help students get on level. We recognize the impact the shut-down had and are dedicated to 

getting students back on level. We ask for parents continued help in this process by staying in 

communication with teachers, ensuring students complete their homework, and having students 

at school every day. 

 

We want students here every day possible, but not if they are ill. Students running a fever 

over 100 must stay home. Students running a fever at school will be isolated and sent home. 

Common sense policies are being developed to protect our students and staff. Some of the 

changes we are making to ensure the health of all students and adults include: 

• Hand sanitizers in every classroom, by each entrance and the cafeteria 

• Dedicated class times for all students to clean their hands 

• Teaching good Hygiene at all grade levels 

• All water fountains replaced with water bottle filling stations 

• Purchase of touchless thermometers 

• Students running a fever must stay home  

• Limiting visitor access 

• Limiting/eliminating field trips. 

• Enhanced cleaning and sanitizing daily 

Currently, we are not requiring students to wear facemasks. We will monitor the situation 

closely, listening to all expert advice, and will adjust as appropriate. But, our intention is to have 

students in class until we are told to stop.  

 

 I am exceptionally proud of how our students, parents and staff responded to the forced 

closure this year.  Everyone pulled together to make the best out of an awful situation. Teachers 

developed online assignments and/or learning packets, students worked hard, and parents 
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stepped in to ensure that the work got done. Special thanks and appreciation to our cooks and 

everyone who helped deliver meals to students’ homes every day. Gina Glass, Karen Stowers, 

Sheri Ridenour, and Nancy Butler ensured that our students had a Haywood lunch every day 

during the shutdown. Also, thanks to the Haywood Board of Education for allowing us to adapt 

to serve our students. 

 

 Sadly, we say goodbye to Mrs. Jodi Hartin who has left Haywood. Mrs. Hartin taught at 

Haywood for the past three years. She drove a bus, taught Math and will be greatly missed. Mr. 

Mize has agreed to take over 6th, 7th & 8th Math with Mrs. Wageman moving from 3rd grade to 

take over 6th-8th Science.  Both teachers are very experienced in these areas, requested the 

change and are excited for the opportunity. Joining the Hawood family is Ms. Clemmie Starr. 

She is a graduate of Stuart HS and we are happy for her to start her teaching career with us as the 

third-grade teacher.    

 

2019-2020 was a very good year for Haywood Basketball. The 7th/8th grade boys made it 

to the State Semi Finals, becoming our sixth team to make it to state.  The 7th/8th grade boys also 

placed 2nd at the Krebs Tournament, and second at the Haileyville Tournament. They finished 

with a 14 and 8 record.   The 7th/8th girls team placed 2nd at the Haileyville Tournament, 5th/6th 

girls placed 2nd at the Pittsburg Tournament and the 5th/6th boys place 4th at the Haywood 

Tournament. Both 3rd/4th grade teams competed hard and improve thru out the year. 

Congratulations Bombers! 

 

The 2019-2020 school year goes down as one the most unusual and challenging years 

ever. Parents, students and teachers all struggled with forced shut-down and worked harder than 

ever. This coming year we are planning for a strong start, to identify any learning gaps each 

student may have, and working to bring each student up to level. We will continue to work 

together, to communicate, to meet each student’s needs. Our teachers and staff are ready.  We are 

ready to get students back in class and get to work. Thank you again parents for the opportunity 

to work with your children, it is a privilege we are deeply grateful for.  

 

Please contact me anytime with questions or concerns either by email, school phone or 

my cell. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bud Rattan 

Superintendent, HPS 

 

918 423-6265 (work) 

918 424-1885 (cell) 

prattan@haywood.k12.ok.us 


