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March 15, 2020 

Clinton School District Family, 

Today Governor Asa Hutchison and Secretary of Education Johnny Key recommended a two-week school closure from 
March 16 – March 27, which includes spring break, to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. Clinton School District will 
follow the mandate and will be closed March 16-27, along with the cancellation of all extracurricular activities and 
school events during the same period. We will reevaluate the situation at the end of this closure and follow the 
Governor’s guidelines before making any other long-term announcements.  

 The health and safety of our students and staff is our top priority. The goals of this announced closure are to help 
prevent the spread of disease and to give our staff additional time to plan for continuity of services should it become 
necessary for public schools to close for longer. We ask each of you to do your part to help prevent the spread of disease 
by limiting your attendance at social gatherings and large public events. Wash your hands regularly and isolate yourself 
if you begin experiencing symptoms like fever, coughing, or shortness of breath. Information from the Centers for 
Disease Control and the Arkansas Department of Health is available on our website. The cancellation of mass gathering 
events can dramatically help flatten the curve for the spread of the coronavirus disease.    

We acknowledge that an unexpected school closure creates a hardship on our parents and staff because of work, 
childcare, and other considerations. We hope you know our efforts coming to this decision have been done based on 
facts and with the best interests of everyone involved. We also know and understand that for many students, school is 
the one place that they can count on for meals and support. Our staff will be planning and preparing to assist students 
who might need support during this extended closure.  

 The Clinton School District will conduct Alternative Method of Instruction (AMI) days 1-4 for March 16-19.  Friday, 
March 20 on the current school calendar is a “Flex Day” for certified staff which means a scheduled day off for students. 
We will communicate directly with staff members regarding their specific roles and responsibilities in our prevention 
planning. Staff will be contacted directly by their supervisor for further directives. Please be patient as we identify plans 
to move forward and be assured we will communicate those details with you as they are finalized.  

Thank you for your understanding and support of our district leaders as we navigate this unprecedented situation and 
work through additional details. We will keep you updated on decisions affecting your child, and we ask that you help 
us mitigate the spread of this virus by staying home, avoiding group activities, and practicing proactive health measures. 
Social distancing is one of the best ways to slow the spread of illness and we all must do our part to ensure the safety 
and well-being within our community.  

Student Meals 

The Clinton School District will be serving “grab and go” meals for students throughout the closure from Monday, March 
16 through Thursday, March 19.   Beginning Monday, March 16, Clinton School District Child Nutrition will be providing 
breakfast and lunch meals for students.  Meals will be delivered on the Clinton Schools usual bus routes and stops.   

 



Breakfast and lunch will be delivered simultaneously by bus or van at all of our regular routes and stops.  Individuals 
must be present at the bus stop to receive any meals.  Busses will be running an estimated four hours later than their 
usual morning pick-up time. Breakfast will be available from 8-9 am and lunch from 11-1 pm at Clinton High School 
cafeteria for pick-up only. Our Clinton School District Child Nutrition staff is fully prepared to ensure the children in our 
community are well fed during this school closure.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jay Chalk 

Superintendent of Clinton Schools 

 


