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Upcoming 
Events: 

 
March 19 

Limo Ride to  
CiCi’s Pizza 

For Major Saver 
Fundraiser Sales, Pre-

K-2nd  
 

March 20 
Limo Ride to  
CiCi’s Pizza 

For Major Saver 
Fundraiser Sales,  

3rd-5th 
 

March 30 
4th Grade Writing 

STAAR test, day one 
 

March 31 
4th Grade Writing 

STAAR test, day two 
5th Grade Reading 

STAAR test 
 

April 2 
PTO Raffle Drawing 

 
April 3 

No School,  
Easter Holiday 

 
April 7-10 

5th Grade to 
Camp Jolt 

 
April 14 

PTO Meeting 
 

April 17 
Kindergarten Trip 

to Dallas Aquarium 
 

Dear Parents, 

It is assessment season at Bells Elementary for all 3rd, 4th, and 

5th graders.  Our school takes great pride in our long history of 

strong student performance on our state assessment.  The 

STAAR is administered to all 3rd grade students in reading and 

math and all 4th grade students in reading, math, and writing.  

The 5th grade students take the reading, math, and science as-

sessments.  Our entire staff works as a team to prepare our stu-

dents for these important tests.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please keep these dates in mind and help your child do his or 

her best by providing them with a good night’s sleep and large 

amounts of positive encouragement.  

Sincerely,   

DeAn Jeffrey                

Date 3rd grade 4th grade 5th grade 

March 30  4th Writing, Day 1  

March 31  4th Writing, Day 2 5th Reading 

April 20   5th Math 

April 21 3rd Math 4th Math  

April 22 3rd Reading 4th Reading  

April 23   5th Science 

Thank You!  Thank You! Thank You! 

Through the overwhelming support of the  

parents of BES, our Major Saver Card  

Fundraiser earned $7,950.00  for our PTO. 



                

Beyond the Bell 

BES Afterschool Program 

 

BES continues to offer our families high quality 

child care after each school day through our 

Beyond the Bell program.  Students enrolled in 

this program receive care by certified BES 

teachers until 6:00 pm.  The students have 

homework time, a snack, on-line learning time, 

and free play.  Tuition is based on the income 

level of the family.  In the picture above, Mrs. 

Stanek and Mrs. Owens provide homework help 

to students.  If you are interested in enrolling 

your child, please contact Tishia Crump, Beyond 

the Bell Director, at 903-965-7725 or 

tgcrump@bellsisd.net. 

A Tale of a 4th Grade Field Trip 

December 2015 

Written by 4th grade author, Jeffrey McKinney 

 

     When we arrived at the converted mall that housed the Dallas Children's Theatre, I got over-

joyed.  I could not wait until we got to watch the play.  When we got inside, a helper put us in 

lines.  There were a lot of other schools there.  Some schools were in uniforms and some were in 

what they wanted to be in.  When we got in our seats, it started asking questions on the 

screen.  Some were math and some were science.  When the play started, it had a park bench 

and some other props around the stage.  My favorite character was Kris Kringle/Santa. At the be-

ginning of the story not very many people had the Christmas spirit, but towards the end of the play, 

“Miracle on 34th Street,” many people had the Christmas spirit. When it was over we went to Chuck 

E. Cheese in Allen.  I walked in and nearly burst with excitement!  The pizza was spectacular.  My 

favorite thing was the “Fun Zone”.  It was a play house.  I was very disappointed when we had to 

leave, but I still had a truck load of fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Texas Implements New Math Standards 

All across our state, students in all grade levels 

are being taught new math standards which 

are more difficult than the old standards.  One 

of the concepts which our student performance 

data tells us is the most challenging for our stu-

dents is fractions.  Understanding fractions is 

much easier when children can visualize them 

and see how fractions are used in the real 

world.  BES parents can help us teach fractions 

to our students by showing your children how 

you use fractions in your homes, kitchens, gar-

ages, gardens, barns, shops, etc.   

 

Here is an example of a 4th grade level fractions 

question which is aligned to the new standards.  

 

Kierah brings 3 cookie cakes to school for her 

birthday.  She cuts all of the cakes into tenths.  

She gives 20 pieces to her classmates, 3 to 

teachers, and saves one for herself.  Which of 

the following is the best estimate of how many 

cookie cakes are left over? 

A. 1/2 

B. 1/4 

C. 1 

D. 0 


