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January 15 

PTO Major Saver  

Fundraising Assembly 

10:00, gym 

 

January 17 

Structured Teach Class 

To Special Olympics 

 

January 20 

No School, 

Student Holiday 

Staff Development 
Day 

 

February 13 

School-wide Jog-a-
thon Fundraiser for 

Camp Jolt 

 

February 14 

Early Release 12:00 

Children’s Book Author Visits BES 

On January 24, 2014, David Sargent, Jr. will 

visit our school.  For more than 18 years, 

Mr. Sargent has been traveling all over the 

nation with his dogs entertaining children and 

adults alike as he promotes reading and story 

telling.  The children genuinely enjoy meeting 

characters from his books, seeing the small 

dogs perform some of their tricks, hearing one 

of his books, and learning how his love of  

reading and writing led to a very successful 

and rewarding career.  Following the 30 minute assembly, Mr. Sargent’s books,  

posters, and bookmarks will be available for sale and he will take time to auto- 

graph each child's purchase.   
 

 

 

Congratulations 

to Kindergarten  

Teacher  

Julie Owens who 

was elected by 

the BES staff as 

“Teacher of the 

Fall Semester”  

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you! 

The 2013 Christmas Angel Tree project was a huge success at BES. Over 90 students were pro-

vided Christmas gifts, coats, new shoes and clothing this year. The success of this community 

outreach program would not have been possible if not for our local churches, Bells Elementary 

Student Council, Bells Elementary PTO, our high school PALs group, teachers and staff at Bells 

ISD, Bells ISD parents, and various other community groups. Seeing so many people work togeth-

er to care for our local children reflects the African proverb – It takes a village to raise a 

child.  Indeed it does and we here at Bells Elementary School want to thank every single person 

that helped in some way from the bottom of our hearts! 



         Mrs. Jones    Mrs. Sprayberry 
 

 

Crissi Sprayberry, 

4th Grade Math Teacher 

 

 
Hello! My name is Crissi Spray-

berry and I am teaching 4th 

grade math.  I received my 

degree in Elementary Educa-

tion with a specialization in 

Early Childhood from Texas A 

& M- Commerce, May 1997.  I 

have been married to my hus-

band, Rodney, for nineteen 

years, and we have two chil-

dren.  Zac is in the 8th grade, 

and Zoe is in 6th grade at 

Pritchard Jr. High.  On the 

weekends we enjoy playing 

tennis and going to the movies.  

I am very excited to be teach-

ing at Bells Elementary! 

 

 

Lisa Jones,  

3rd Grade Reading & Social 

Studies Teacher 
 

Hi!  I am the new third grade 

teacher, Lisa Jones. I am so ex-

cited to be part of the Bells Ele-

mentary Staff. This is my tenth 

year of teaching. I taught third 

grade in Frisco at Fisher Ele-

mentary for my first four years. 

 Then, for the past five years, I 

taught second and third grade 

in Sherman at Wakefield Ele-

mentary. I love teaching stu-

dents to think critically, intro-

ducing students to new litera-

ture, and getting students excit-

ed about learning in fun and 

creative ways. Since college, I 

have quoted my favorite profes-

sor "I want to be a star, not a 

scar in the lives of my students." 

 I try to live by that motto each 

day. 

New Additions to Elementary Team 

Flu season is here.  Signs 

and symptoms of the flu 

are:  chills, headache, fe-

ver over 100 degrees, dry 

cough, aching muscles 

and fatigue.   Frequent 

hand washing is the best 

defense against the flu! 

The Power of Words 

As parents we often wonder what we can do to help our children experience more success at school. Recent research studies are 

finding that successful students have almost always been exposed to more words than struggling students, sometimes by more 

than 30,000 words before age three! As parents we know that reading to our children is crucial, but what else can we do? Lucki-

ly there is a lot more we can do!  Using teachable moments to discuss any interesting topic to your child can certainly get a 

conversation going.  For example when preparing a meal or dessert, allow your child to help and talk about the different ingredi-

ents or ways we measure things. Your child will love the quality time with you and the meaningful conversation will be building 

new vocabulary in a fun and positive way. Living in Texas, we spend a lot of time driving from place to place. When traveling 

in the car, play word games such as think of an animal name for every letter of the alphabet or a simple rhyming game. Another 

vocabulary building activity is to choose a word and have the other person guess what you are thinking. For example you say 

“I’m thinking of a furry animal with four legs, a tail and it purrs.” Your child guesses cat, and then it is their turn to think of a 

word and have you guess.  Another way to generate conversation with your child is to simply ask their opinion about something 

and listen to what they have to say. Open ended questions such as “How do you feel about this?” or “How would you handle this 

situation?” are great ways to get a conversation started with your child.  The most important thing we can remember as parents 

and teachers is that we must spend quality time talking to our children and allowing our children to talk with us.  

Our Lost and Found is overflowing with clothing  If your  child is  

missing anything, please have them check the lost and found  in 

the hall near the water garden! 


