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UPCOMING 
DATES 

 

February 24-28 

Spare Change Drive for 
our Angel Fund 

 

March 3 

School wide Jog-a-thon 
Fundraiser to benefit 

Camp Jolt 

 

March 3-7 

Loy Lake Show week 

 

March 10-14 

Spring Break 

 

March 18 

PTO meeting, 7:00 

 

March 22 

PTO Spring Dinner and 
Auction; 11-3; BES Cafe-

teria 

 

April 1 

4th STAAR Writing, Day 
1 

5th STAAR Math 

 

April 2 

4th STAAR Writing, Day 
2 

5th STAAR Reading 

Dear Parents, 

 

It is assessment season at Bells Elementary for all 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders.  Our 

school takes great pride in our long history of strong student performance on our 

state assessment.  The STAAR is administered to all 3rd grade students in reading and 

math and all 4th grade students in reading, math, and writing.  The 5th grade students 

take the reading, math, and science assessments.  Our entire staff works as a team to 

prepare our students for these important tests.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please keep these dates in mind and help your child do his or her best by providing 

them with a good night’s sleep and large amounts of positive encouragement.  We 

will know the students’ scores in late May. 

 

Sincerely,   

DeAn Jeffrey                

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you! 

We would like to take this opportunity to say thank you for your participation in the 2014 Major Saver 

Campaign.  Bells Elementary sold 1,025 cards which earned our school $7,687.50.  Great job! 

The Bells Elementary PTO is selling tickets to help raise money to continue the support of Bells Elementary 
school.  This fundraiser is in conjunction with the Spring Dinner & Auction event on March 22, 2014, from 
11:00-3:00 in the cafeteria.  All winners will be drawn at the auction and you do not have to be present to 
win the prizes.  The classroom that sells the most total tickets will received a 
special prize to be given after the auction event.  All tickets are $1 each.  Thank 
you again for your continued support of the Bells Elementary PTO, students, staff 
and teachers.  

Green tickets: $500 Cabela’s Gift Card                   Orange tickets: 16G iPad Air with Wi-Fi 

Yellow tickets: Sony Playstation Vita 3G/Wi-fi Gaming System     Red tickets: $500 Visa Gift Card  

Date 3rd grade 4th grade 5th grade 

April 1  4th Writing, Day 1 5th Math 

April 2  4th Writing, Day 2 5th Reading 

April 22 3rd Math 4th Math  

April 23 3rd Reading 4th Reading  

April 24   5th Science 



  Coach Atterberry  

 

 

 

       Mrs. Cooper 

 

 

 

Gina Cooper, 

4th Grade Reading Teacher 

 
Hello, I’m Gina Cooper and I 

teach 4th grade reading and 

social studies.  Before becom-

ing a 4th grade teacher in De-

cember, I taught reading and 

math intervention classes BES.  

 

I grew up in Bells and graduat-

ed from Bells High School.  I 

graduated from Texas Tech in 

1997 with a degree in Elemen-

tary Education. My husband, 

Chris, and I live in Bells with 

our three children who also 

attend Bells Elementary.  I love 

living in Bells and feel blessed 

to be a part of the Bells ISD 

team. My goal is to help your 

child do his/her best, enjoy 

reading, and have fun learning 

new things.   

 

 

April Atterberry,  

PE Coach, PK-4th 
 

Hi!  I am the Pre-K-4th grade 

physical education teacher, 

April Atterberry.  I am also the 

varsity girls softball coach.  In 

addition, I coach the junior high 

volleyball and basketball team. 

I graduated from the University 

of Science and Arts of Oklaho-

ma in 2002.  This is my eleventh 

year in education.   

I live in Durant, Oklahoma.  My 

husband is the Head Football 

Coach at Southeastern Oklaho-

ma State University.  In my 

spare time, I enjoy spending 

time with my family and friends. 

In PE class, I strive to develop 

physical fitness, good sports-

manship, and positive, “can-

do” attitudes! 

New Additions to Elementary Team 

Shigellosis 

The nurse, teachers, and 

staff of BES continue to 

work diligently to ensure 

that all students follow hand

-washing requirements as 

we combat Shigella.  As of 

February 13th, the Health 

Department reports only one 

confirmed case at BES. 

 

Writing that Makes Sense 
 

When a child first learns to write, his stories may not always 

make sense to others.  Help his writing flow logically with 

these two ideas. 

1. Let him read his stories to you.  Ask questions to encour-

age him to add information (“What did you do with your 

friends at recess?”) or to clear up a confusing part (“Who 

said, ‘Let’s go home’ - you, or your brother?”). 

2. Even if he isn’t writing sentences yet, he can tell you sto-

ries.  He might describe the new class pet or something 

funny that happened at lunch.  He’ll practice relating 

events in a logical order, and that can help when he puts 

his thoughts and ideas down on paper.  

Our Lost and Found is overflowing with clothing.  If your  child is  

missing anything, please have them check the lost and found  in 

the hall near the water garden! 

Eating Together 
 

You may have heard that it’s important for families to eat 

dinner together.  But other meals count, too.  If you work in 

the evenings, maybe you could make time for a family break-

fast.  On a weekend, try a picnic lunch!   

 

Research shows that chil-

dren who regularly eat 

meals with their families 

tend to do better in school 

and avoid risky behavior. 


