
 

BES Honors Our Veterans 

On November 11, 

2014, the BES gym 

was filled with 

many heroes and 

heroines, also 

known as the Vet-

erans, of our com-

munity.  These 

heroes were our 

guests for a huge 

celebration of 

their service to 

each of us and our 

country.  The cel-

ebration was coor-

dinated and led 

by the BES stu-

dent council offic-

ers, classroom 

representatives, 

and student coun-

cil sponsor, Mrs. 

Stanek.  Students 

from various 

grade levels paid 

tribute to our 

guests through 

patriotic songs, 

poems, dance, es-

says, and artwork.   

 

This year’s guest 

speaker was Rear 

Admiral William 

Retz, U.S. Navy Re-

tired.  Rear Admi-

ral Retz explained 

to our children how 

the freedom they 

have to come to 

school each day in 

a peaceful and safe 

environment has 

been protected by 

our Veterans.  All 

in attendance were 

touched and in-

spired by Mr. 

Retz’s words and 

the entire pro-

gram! 
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Upcoming Events: 

 

PTO Christmas Store 
Dec 1-5 

 
UIL Academic  

Contests at Sam  
Rayburn School 

Grades 2-5 
Dec 4 & 5 

 
PTO Meeting 

Dec 9, 7:00 
 

Classroom Christmas 
Parties, see class 

newsletter for time 
Dec 19 

 
Early Release at 12:00 
Busses load at 11:45 

Dec 19 
 

Christmas Break 
Dec 22-Jan 5 

Students return Jan 6 
 

PTO Major Saver 
Card Fundraiser 

Kick-Off 
Jan 13 

 
Student Holiday/ 

Martin Luther King-
Day, 

Teacher In-Service  
Jan 19 

 
Report Cards 

Jan 28 

5th Grade  Student  

Council 

Representative Jack 

Ames proudly 

presents the Navy 

flag at the Veterans 

Day Program.  



                

 

Partnerships Support BES Families 

 

Mr. Marsh 

I am David Marsh. I teach 5th 
grade ELA/Reading and 
Social Studies. This is my first 
year teaching.  
 
I graduated from UNT with an 
English degree and then went 
straight to culinary school. I 
graduated from Scottsdale Culi-
nary and became a profession-
al chef in 2005. I loved cooking 
and working in the restaurant 
industry, but the desire to teach 
was constantly on my mind. 
After several years of cooking 
for high end restaurants in 
Scottsdale, Arizona, I moved 
back to Texas and started 
working on my alternative certi-
fication to teach.   
 
I did my student teaching at 
BES last year, and then re-
ceived my full certification.  In 
2009 I married Rachel Williams 
and we have 4 daughters. In 
my free time I enjoy running, 
biking, reading, music, and find-
ing interesting ways to be crea-
tive. 

Mrs. Cunningham 

I am Leslie Cunningham and I teach 

5th grade math at Bells Elementary.  

My family and I moved to Bells last 

year to be closer to my husband’s 

office and we love our new home!  I 

am so excited to be a Bells Panther!   

 

This is my 12th year in education.   I 

have a Bachelor of Science in Edu-

cation from East Central University 

in Ada, Oklahoma and a Masters in 

Educational Administration from 

Lamar University in Beaumont, TX.  

I have experience as a 5th and 6th 

grade math and science teacher, a 

K-5 math and science instructional 

coach, and as an assistant principal.  

 

My husband Jason and I celebrated 

our 12th wedding anniversary this 

summer!  We have two boys.  Jace 

is 5 and is in Mrs. Dane's Pre-K 

class.  He loves it!   Cohen is 2 and 

keeps us on our toes!  I love gar-

dening, most sports, antiquing, and 

reading. 

New Faculty Members  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Marsh 

PTO in Action 

The generous and active 

Bells PTO sponsored a 

Christmas Store the week of 

December 1-5 where students  

could shop for gifts for their 

families.  The PTO also 

sponsored Santa Bucks which 

students could earn from 

their teachers and redeem in 

the store. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BES is extremely grateful to be in partnership with such a generous 

community. Thanks to our PTO, local churches, BES teachers and staff, 

and various community members, we were able to provide 15 Thanks-

giving food baskets to 15 BISD families.  These baskets were filled with 

all the food items and ingredients needed to prepare a wonderful 

Thanksgiving feast! 

In addition to providing extra food at Thanksgiving, our caring commu-

nity also wants to ensure that all BES students have a warm coat to wear 

this winter.  70 coats were recently purchased and delivered to BES 

students by the BHS PALS group.  The coat purchase was funded by the 

BES Angel Fund which a variety of local organizations, churches, and 

individuals make a contribution to yearly.  This Christmas, our Christ-

mas Angel project will sponsor 70 BES students.   

Thank you so much to each person who has made a donation of any 

kind in support of our children.  It is very evident that the Bells commu-

nity cares deeply for our most valuable resource, our children.   


