
2016 ALL CATEGORIES 

 
 
 

 
 
 
BREAKING NEWS 
 
This category honors comprehensive and resourceful coverage of a breaking news event during 

2016. Entries will be judged on general excellence, quality of deadline reporting and continuing 

coverage. 
 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE: Staff member(s) and freelancer(s) whose work was distributed by television 
and radio stations; online news sites, including those published by newspapers; news services; 

broadcast and cable networks; syndication and program services. 
 

WHAT TO ENTER: Entries should include reporting during the first 24 hours of an event and 3-5 

follow-up reports. Broadcast content must be submitted as it originally aired to give judges an 
accurate viewing experience. Include script(s). Remove advertisements.  Supplemental material 

must be clearly marked.  A nomination or cover letter is required. Be sure to include the name of 
the person who should be notified if the entry is declared a winner or finalist along with their 

contact information: daytime phone number, e-mail address and mailing address (not a post 

office box number). 
 

HOW TO ENTER: The form will ask for publication or distribution dates; instead of providing 
each date simply enter the first and last dates the entry appeared. Submitted text should be in 

PDF form, rich text files (.rtf) or simple text (.txt). No Word documents (.doc or docx) files or 
Open Document (.odt) files. If you are submitting the entry as one PDF, be sure the nominating 

or cover letter appears first. If the entry is large and presenting it as one PDF makes 

understanding its context difficult, enter multiple PDFs. Publication dates must be visible on PDFs.  
 

Entrant should upload video and enter URL(s) on our online entry site or a third-party site such 
as YouTube. Video file(s) (50 MB maximum per file - not per entire entry) must be one of the 

following formats: .wmv, mpeg or .mp4. All audio files should be in mp3 format. Online material 

must be available on a live URL that functions on a standard web browser.  

 

Judges see the titles of the digital files. Keep that in mind when naming your documents. It 
makes your entry easier to find and remember if you reference its topic or your media outlet’s 

name in the file’s name. Please do not name it “SHA entry” or similar variations; this will not 
distinguish your entry. 

 

MAIL-IN OPTION: This option is intended for an entry that has a file that exceeds the 50 MB 
per file limit and is not linked to a third-party site. Entrant MUST complete the entry form on the 



awards site, print the confirmation form, and include it with the submitted DVD or CD formatted 

for cross-platform use (PC/Mac). Audio files should be in mp3 format. Label the disc(s) with the 
category, title of the entry, and the confirmation number 

 
NOTE: Our competition offers one entry site with fields that ask for information that may not 

apply to your entry. When you encounter this, fill the field with "does not apply" so that the 

system will permit you to move to the next step. 
 

$50 entry fee.  
 
Prize is $10,000 and a trophy. Entry form asks for name of individual entrant, a team 
when up to four are involved, or a media outlet when more than four are 

involved. Expanded recognition will be given should a media outlet win and want 

to name more than four individuals.  
 
Winner agrees to attend awards presentation April 12 in Cincinnati. 
 
 
 
 
 

BUSINESS/ECONOMICS REPORTING 

William Brewster Styles Award 
 
This category honors outstanding business and/or economics reporting in 2016. Award 

encourages journalists to help educate the public about the free market economy, the business 
community, entrepreneurism, monetary policy, investing, money management or any related 

subject. It may be awarded for explanatory or expository journalism or investigative reporting. 

Results achieved by the reporting may be included. 
 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE: Staff member(s) and freelancer(s) whose work was distributed by 
newspapers (publish three or more times weekly), television or radio stations, online news sites, 

websites, broadcast or cable networks, cable systems, news services, news syndicates, 

syndication or program services or news magazines. 
 

WHAT TO ENTER: Work must have originally aired or published in 2016.  Entries are limited to 
10 items (a day's presentation is counted as one item even if it includes several pieces). Content 

must be submitted as it originally appeared. Supplemental material, which does not factor into 

the 10 item limit, must be clearly marked.  
 

A nominating or cover letter must include a synopsis with a description of the objective, how the 
objective was met and the results, if any. Be sure to include the name of the person who should 

be notified if the entry is declared a winner or finalist along with their contact information: 
daytime phone number, e-mail address and mailing address (not a post office box number). 
 

HOW TO ENTER: The form will ask for publication or distribution dates; instead of providing 
each date simply enter the first and last dates the entry appeared. Submitted text should be in 

PDF form, rich text files (.rtf) or simple text (.txt). No Word documents (.doc or docx) files or 
Open Document (.odt) files. If you are submitting the entry as one PDF, be sure the nominating 

or cover letter appears first. If the entry is large and presenting it as one PDF makes 

understanding its context difficult, enter multiple PDFs. Publication dates must be visible on PDFs.  
 



Entrant should upload video and enter URL(s) on our online entry site or a third-party site such 

as YouTube. Video file(s) (50 MB maximum per file - not per entire entry) must be one of the 
following formats: .wmv, mpeg or .mp4. All audio files should be in mp3 format. Online material 

must be available on a live URL that functions on a standard web browser.  

Judges see the titles of the digital files. Keep that in mind when naming your documents. It 

makes your entry easier to find and remember if you reference its topic or your media outlet’s 

name in the file’s name. Please do not name it “SHA entry” or similar variations; this will not 
distinguish your entry.  

 
 

MAIL-IN OPTION: This option is intended for an entry that has a file that exceeds the 50 MB 
per file limit and is not linked to a third-party site. Entrant MUST complete the entry form on the 

awards site, print the confirmation form, and include it with the submitted DVD or CD formatted 

for cross-platform use (PC/Mac). Audio files should be in mp3 format. Label the disc(s) with the 
category, title of the entry, and the confirmation number. 

 
NOTE: Our competition offers one entry site with fields that ask for information that may not 

apply to your entry. When you encounter this fill the field with "does not apply" so that the 

system will permit you to move to the next step. 
 

$50 entry fee.  
 
Prize is $10,000 and a trophy. Entry form asks for name of individual entrant, a team 
when up to four are involved, or a media outlet when more than four are 

involved. Expanded recognition will be given should a media outlet win and want 

to name more than four individuals.  
 
Winner agrees to attend awards presentation April 12 in Cincinnati. 

 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY JOURNALISM 
 

This award is for explanatory or expository journalism or investigative reporting on issues of local 
concern or of interest to a target audience or community.  

WHO IS ELIGIBLE: Open to staff member(s) and/or freelance contributor(s) in small-market 
newspapers with a maximum circulation of 75,000 that published three or more times weekly in 

2016, television and radio stations in 51+ markets, and online news sites and websites with a 
maximum of 200,000 unique visitors per month. Market size is determined by DMA ranking for 

television entries. 

WHAT TO ENTER: Entries are limited to 10 items (a day's presentation is one item even if it 

includes several pieces). Supplemental material, which does not count in the 10 item limit, must 
be clearly marked. Single topic not required. 

A nominating or cover letter must include a synopsis with a description of the objective, how the 

objective was met and the results, if any.  Be sure to include the name of the person who should 

be notified if the entry is declared a winner or finalist along with their contact information: 
daytime phone number, e-mail address and mailing address (not post office box number). 



 

HOW TO ENTER: The form will ask for publication or distribution dates; instead of providing 
each date simply enter the first and last dates the entry appeared. Submitted text should be in 

PDF form, rich text files (.rtf) or simple text (.txt). No Word documents (.doc or docx) files or 
Open Document (.odt) files. If you are submitting the entry as one PDF, be sure the nominating 

or cover letter appears first. If the entry is large and presenting it as one PDF makes 

understanding its context difficult, enter multiple PDFs. Publication dates must be visible on PDFs.  
 

Entrant should upload video and enter URL(s) on our online entry site or a third-party site such 
as YouTube. Video file(s) (50 MB maximum per file - not per entire entry) must be one of the 

following formats: .wmv, mpeg or .mp4. All audio files should be in mp3 format. Online material 
must be available on a live URL that functions on a standard web browser.  

Judges see the titles of the digital files. Keep that in mind when naming your documents. It 
makes your entry easier to find and remember if you reference its topic or your media outlet’s 

name in the file’s name. Please do not name it “SHA entry” or similar variations; this will not 
distinguish your entry.  

 

MAIL-IN OPTION: This option is intended for an entry that has a file that exceeds the 50 MB 
per file limit and is not linked to a third-party site. Entrant MUST complete the entry form on the 

awards site, print the confirmation form, and include it with the submitted DVD or CD formatted 
for cross-platform use (PC/Mac). Audio files should be in mp3 format. Label the disc(s) with the 

category, title of the entry, and the confirmation number 

 
NOTE: Our competition offers one entry site with fields that ask for information that may not 

apply to your entry. When you encounter this fill the field with "does not apply" so that the 
system will permit you to move to the next step. 

$50 entry fee.  
 
Prize is $10,000 and a trophy. Entry form asks for name of individual entrant, a team 
when up to four are involved, or a media outlet when more than four are 

involved. Expanded recognition will be given should a media outlet win and want 
to name more than four individuals.  

Winner agrees to attend awards presentation April 12 in Cincinnati. 

 
 
DIGITAL INNOVATION 

 
This category for non-narrative storytelling honors great journalism told in fresh, engaging ways 

through the use of digital tools and/or platforms. This is a broad category limited only by the 
entrant's imagination and ability. Entries could include data visualizations, maps, info graphics, 

games, video, photos and/or interactive multimedia packages. 

Emphasis will be placed on creative, in-depth presentation of news and/or information. Entries 

may include narrative articles as supporting materials, but the entry will be judged on its 
effectiveness in telling the story in new ways. Single topic not required. 



WHO IS ELIGIBLE: Staff member(s) and freelancer(s) whose work was distributed on  

interactive sites published by online media outlets, newspapers, television and radio stations, 
broadcast and cable networks, cable systems, news services, news syndicates, syndication or 

program services and magazines. 

WHAT TO ENTER: Work must have originally aired or published in 2016.  Entries are limited 

to five items (a day's presentation is counted as one item even if it includes several 
pieces). Content must be submitted as it originally appeared. Supplemental material, which does 

not factor into the five item limit, must be clearly marked. 

Nominating or cover letter is required and will ideally outline why the approach was taken, the 

challenges faced and the results, if any. Be sure to include the name of the person who should 
be notified if the entry is declared a winner or finalist along with their contact information: 

daytime phone number, e-mail address and mailing address (not post office box number). 

HOW TO ENTER: The form will ask for publication or distribution dates; instead of providing 

each date simply enter the first and last dates the entry appeared. Submitted text should be in 

PDF form, rich text files (.rtf) or simple text (.txt). No Word documents (.doc or docx) files or 
Open Document (.odt) files. If you are submitting the entry as one PDF, be sure the nominating 

or cover letter appears first. If the entry is large and presenting it as one PDF makes 
understanding its context difficult, enter multiple PDFs. Publication dates must be visible on PDFs.  

 
Entrant should upload video and enter URL(s) on our online entry site or a third-party site such 

as YouTube. Video file(s) (50 MB maximum per file - not per entire entry) must be one of the 

following formats: .wmv, mpeg or .mp4. All audio files should be in mp3 format. Online material 
must be available on a live URL that functions on a standard web browser.  

Judges see the titles of the digital files. Keep that in mind when naming your documents. It 
makes your entry easier to find and remember if you reference its topic or your media outlet’s 

name in the file’s name. Please do not name it “SHA entry” or similar variations; this will not 
distinguish your entry. 

 
MAIL-IN OPTION: This option is intended for an entry that has a file that exceeds the 50 MB 

per file limit and is not linked to a third-party site. Entrant MUST complete the entry form on the 
awards site, print the confirmation form, and include it with the submitted DVD or CD formatted 

for cross-platform use (PC/Mac). Audio files should be in mp3 format. Label the disc(s) with the 
category, title of the entry, and the confirmation number. 

 

NOTE: Our competition offers one entry site with fields that ask for information that may not 
apply to your entry. When you encounter this fill the field with "does not apply" so that the 

system will permit you to move to the next step. 

$50 entry fee.  
 
Prize is $10,000 and a trophy. Entry form asks for name of individual entrant, a team 

when up to four are involved, or a media outlet when more than four are 
involved. Expanded recognition will be given should a media outlet win and want 

to name more than four individuals.  

Winner agrees to attend awards presentation April 12 in Cincinnati. 



 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTING 
Edward J. Meeman Award 
 

This award is given to encourage journalists to help educate the public and public officials on 
environmental issues. It may be awarded for explanatory or expository journalism or investigative 

reporting. Results, if any, should be included. 
 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE: Staff member(s) and freelancer(s) whose work was distributed by television 

or radio stations, online news sites, newspapers (publish three or more times weekly), websites, 
broadcast or cable networks, cable systems, news services, news syndicates, syndication or 

program services or news magazines 
 

WHAT TO ENTER: Work must have originally aired or published in 2016.  Entries are limited to 
10 items (a day's presentation is counted as one item even if it includes several pieces). Content 

must be submitted as it originally appeared. Supplemental material, which does not factor into 

the 10 item limit, must be clearly marked.  
 

A nominating or cover letter must include a synopsis with a description of the objective, how the 
objective was met and the results, if any. Be sure to include the name of the person who should 

be notified if the entry is declared a winner or finalist along with their contact information: 

daytime phone number, e-mail address and mailing address (not a post office box number). 
 

HOW TO ENTER: The form will ask for publication or distribution dates; instead of providing 
each date simply enter the first and last dates the entry appeared. Submitted text should be in 

PDF form, rich text files (.rtf) or simple text (.txt). No Word documents (.doc or docx) files or 
Open Document (.odt) files. If you are submitting the entry as one PDF, be sure the nominating 

or cover letter appears first. If the entry is large and presenting it as one PDF makes 

understanding its context difficult, enter multiple PDFs. Publication dates must be visible on PDFs.  
 

Entrant should upload video and enter URL(s) on our online entry site or a third-party site such 
as YouTube. Video file(s) (50 MB maximum per file - not per entire entry) must be one of the 

following formats: .wmv, mpeg or .mp4. All audio files should be in mp3 format. Online material 

must be available on a live URL that functions on a standard web browser.  

Judges see the titles of the digital files. Keep that in mind when naming your documents. It 

makes your entry easier to find and remember if you reference its topic or your media outlet’s 
name in the file’s name. Please do not name it “SHA entry” or similar variations; this will not 

distinguish your entry.   

 
MAIL-IN OPTION: This option is intended for an entry that has a file that exceeds the 50 MB 

per file limit and is not linked to a third-party site. Entrant MUST complete the entry form on the 
awards site, print the confirmation form, and include it with the submitted DVD or CD formatted 

for cross-platform use (PC/Mac). Audio files should be in mp3 format. Label the disc(s) with the 
category, title of the entry, and the confirmation number. 

 

NOTE: Our competition offers one entry site with fields that ask for information that may not 
apply to your entry. When you encounter this fill the field with "does not apply" so that the 

system will permit you to move to the next step. 
 

$50 entry fee.  
 



Prize is $10,000 and a trophy. Entry form asks for name of individual entrant, a team 

when up to four are involved, or a media outlet when more than four are 
involved. Expanded recognition will be given should a media outlet win and want 

to name more than four individuals. 
 
Winner agrees to attend awards presentation April 12 in Cincinnati. 
 

 
 
 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO THE FIRST AMENDMENT 
Edward Willis Scripps Award 
 
This award honors an individual or an organization for distinguished service in the cause of the 

First Amendment guarantee of a free press, including but not limited to fighting the threat of 
censorship in America, overcoming public uneasiness with regard to press credibility, combating 

government secrecy at all levels, and instilling in the public an appreciation of its need as well as 

its right to know as guaranteed by the First Amendment. Judges will look for demonstrated 
dedication and perseverance.  

 
Open to any individual or organization. Nominations may be made by individuals, news 

organizations or any interested party. Entries may consist of articles published in print or online 
or broadcast materials, documentation of distinguished service or lifetime achievement, letters of 

recommendation or any other appropriate material. Submitted material may include elements 

published or distributed prior to or after 2016. 
 

A nominating or cover letter is required. Be sure to include the name of the person who should 
be notified if the entry is declared a winner or finalist along with their contact information: 

daytime phone number, e-mail address and mailing address (not a post office box number). 
 
HOW TO ENTER: The form will ask for publication or distribution dates; instead of providing 

each date simply enter the first and last dates the entry appeared. Submitted text should be in 
PDF form, rich text files (.rtf) or simple text (.txt). No Word documents (.doc or docx) files or 

Open Document (.odt) files. If you are submitting the entry as one PDF, be sure the nominating 

or cover letter appears first. If the entry is large and presenting it as one PDF makes 
understanding its context difficult, enter multiple PDFs. Publication dates must be visible on PDFs.  

 
Entrant should upload video and enter URL(s) on our online entry site or a third-party site such 

as YouTube. Video file(s) (50 MB maximum per file - not per entire entry) must be one of the 
following formats: .wmv, mpeg or .mp4. All audio files should be in mp3 format. Online material 

must be available on a live URL that functions on a standard web browser.  

Judges see the titles of the digital files. Keep that in mind when naming your documents. It 
makes your entry easier to find and remember if you reference its topic or your media outlet’s 

name in the file’s name. Please do not name it “SHA entry” or similar variations; this will not 
distinguish your entry.   

 

MAIL-IN OPTION: This option is intended for entrants whose entry has a file that exceeds 
the 50 MB limit. Entrant MUST complete the entry form on the awards site, print the confirmation 

form, and include it with the submitted DVD or CD formatted for cross-platform use 
(PC/Mac). Label disc(s) with the category, title of the entry, and the confirmation number. 

 



NOTE: Our competition offers one entry site with fields that ask for information that may not 

apply to your entry. When you encounter this fill the field with "does not apply" so that the 
system will permit you to move to the next step. 

 
NO ENTRY FEE.  Prize is $10,000 and a trophy. Entry form asks for name of individual 

entrant, a team when up to four are involved, or a media outlet when more than four 

are involved. Expanded recognition will be given should a media outlet win and want 
to name more than four individuals.  

 
Winner agrees to attend awards presentation April 12 in Cincinnati. 
 

 
 
HUMAN INTEREST STORYTELLING 
Ernie Pyle Award 

This award honors storytelling that clearly exemplifies the warmth and craftsmanship of 

legendary World War II correspondent Ernie Pyle, who wrote movingly about everyday people 
with everyday dreams.  

Open to an individual or team of journalists for work that appeared in a newspaper that 

published in print or online three or more times a week in 2016, or was distributed by a television 

or radio station, online news site, website, broadcast or cable network, cable system, news 
service, news syndicate, syndication or program service, or news magazine. 

 
WHAT TO ENTER: Work must have originally aired or published in 2016. Entrants should submit 

up to five of their best items (a day's presentation is one item even if it includes several pieces). 
Supplementary material, which does not factor into the five item limit, must be clearly marked. 

Single topic not required. 

 
A nomination or cover letter must be included. Be sure to include the name of the person who 

should be notified if the entry is declared a winner or finalist along with their contact information: 
phone number, e-mail address and mailing address (not a post office box number).  

 

HOW TO ENTER: The form will ask for publication or distribution dates; instead of providing 
each date simply enter the first and last dates the entry appeared. Submitted text should be in 

PDF form, rich text files (.rtf) or simple text (.txt). No Word documents (.doc or docx) files or 
Open Document (.odt) files. If you are submitting the entry as one PDF, be sure the nominating 

or cover letter appears first. If the entry is large and presenting it as one PDF makes 
understanding its context difficult, enter multiple PDFs. Publication dates must be visible on PDFs.  

 

Entrant should upload video and enter URL(s) on our online entry site or a third-party site such 
as YouTube. Video file(s) (50 MB maximum per file - not per entire entry) must be one of the 

following formats: .wmv, mpeg or .mp4. All audio files should be in mp3 format. Online material 
must be available on a live URL that functions on a standard web browser.  

Judges see the titles of the digital files. Keep that in mind when naming your documents. It 

makes your entry easier to find and remember if you reference its topic or your media outlet’s 
name in the file’s name. Please do not name it “SHA entry” or similar variations; this will not 

distinguish your entry.  



 

MAIL-IN OPTION: This option is intended for an entry that has a file that exceeds the 50 MB 
per file limit and is not linked to a third-party site. Entrant MUST complete the entry form on the 

awards site, print the confirmation form, and include it with the submitted DVD or CD formatted 
for cross-platform use (PC/Mac). Audio files should be in mp3 format. Label the disc(s) with the 

category, title of the entry, and the confirmation number 

NOTE: Our competition offers one entry site with fields that ask for information that may not 
apply to your entry. When you encounter this fill the field with "does not apply" so that the 
system will permit you to move to the next step. 

 

$50 entry fee.  
 
Prize is $10,000 and a trophy. Entry form asks for name of individual entrant, a team 

when up to four are involved, or a media outlet when more than four are 

involved. Expanded recognition will be given should a media outlet win and want 
to name more than four individuals. 

Winner agrees to attend awards presentation April 12 in Cincinnati. 

 
 
 
 
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING 
Ursula and Gilbert Farfel Prize 
 
Awarded in collaboration with the Scripps College of Communication at Ohio University, this prize 

honors substantive reporting that covers stories intelligently and completely. It encourages 

investigative reporting projects that raise public consciousness and/or awareness about the topic. 
Entry must demonstrate extra effort to pursue an issue in-depth. 

 
Ideally, the story or series will have exposed major issues or problems such as improprieties or 

injustices, mismanagement, and/or corruption. It should have provoked the public to recognize a 

major wrong and raised public awareness of the issue. 
 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE: Open to television or radio stations, online news sites or websites, any 
newspaper that published in print or online three or more times a week in 2016, broadcast or 

cable networks, cable systems, news services, news syndicates, syndication or program services, 
or news magazines. Staff member(s) and/or freelance contributor(s) are eligible. May be 

individual or team entry. 

 
WHAT TO ENTER: Work must have originally aired or published in 2016.  Entries are limited to 

10 items (a day's presentation is counted as one item even if it includes several pieces). Content 
must be submitted as it originally appeared. Supplemental material, which does not factor into 

the 10 item limit, must be clearly marked. Include script(s).  A nominating or cover letter must 

include a synopsis with a description of the objective, how the objective was met and the results, 
if any. Be sure to include the name of the person who should be notified if the entry is declared a 

winner or finalist along with their contact information: phone number, e-mail address and mailing 
address (not a post office box number). 



 

HOW TO ENTER: The form will ask for publication or distribution dates; instead of providing 
each date simply enter the first and last dates the entry appeared. Submitted text should be in 

PDF form, rich text files (.rtf) or simple text (.txt). No Word documents (.doc or docx) files or 
Open Document (.odt) files. If you are submitting the entry as one PDF, be sure the nominating 

or cover letter appears first. If the entry is large and presenting it as one PDF makes 

understanding its context difficult, enter multiple PDFs. Publication dates must be visible on PDFs.  
 

Entrant should upload video and enter URL(s) on our online entry site or a third-party site such 
as YouTube. Video file(s) (50 MB maximum per file - not per entire entry) must be one of the 

following formats: .wmv, mpeg or .mp4. All audio files should be in mp3 format. Online material 
must be available on a live URL that functions on a standard web browser.  

Judges see the titles of the digital files. Keep that in mind when naming your documents. It 
makes your entry easier to find and remember if you reference its topic or your media outlet’s 

name in the file’s name. Please do not name it “SHA entry” or similar variations; this will not 
distinguish your entry.  

MAIL-IN OPTION: This option is intended for an entry that has a file that exceeds the 50 MB 
per file limit and is not linked to a third-party site. Entrant MUST complete the entry form on the 

awards site, print the confirmation form, and include it with the submitted DVD or CD formatted 
for cross-platform use (PC/Mac). Audio files should be in mp3 format. Label the disc(s) with the 

category, title of the entry, and the confirmation number 

NOTE: Our competition offers one entry site with fields that ask for information that may not 
apply to your entry. When you encounter this fill the field with "does not apply" so that the 
system will permit you to move to the next step. 

$50 entry fee.  
 
Prize is $20,000 and a trophy. Entry form asks for name of individual entrant, a team 
when up to four are involved, or a media outlet when more than four are 

involved. Expanded recognition will be given should a media outlet win and want 

to name more than four individuals.  

Winner agrees to attend awards presentation April 12 in Cincinnati. Recipient also 
agrees to make a presentation about the winning entry at Ohio University’s Scripps 
College of Communication in Athens, Ohio during the 2017-18 academic year; 
expenses  
paid. 

 
 
JOURNALISM & MASS COMMUNICATION 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE YEAR 
Charles E. Scripps Award 
 

The Charles E. Scripps Award for the Journalism & Mass Communication Administrator of the 

Year is given in collaboration with the Association for Education in Journalism and Mass 
Communication (AEJMC). Nominee must have provided vision and leadership for the field 

through creativity and excellence in administration. The award is given for a distinguished career 
or exceptional leadership in a specific assignment with far-reaching impact. 



 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE:  
Open to any past or present administrator of a school, department of journalism or mass 

communication at accredited or non-accredited schools. No posthumous award given.  
 

HOW TO NOMINATE: 

Institutions and individuals may submit nominations. Nomination letter should include vita. 
 

NO ENTRY FEE. 

NO ONLINE ENTRY SUBMISSION. 

NOMINATIONS DEADLINE: 

Oct. 14, 2016 
FINALISTS NOTIFIED BY: 

Nov. 30, 2016 

FINALISTS' ENTRY DEADLINE: 
Jan. 31, 2017 

 
SUBMIT NOMINATIONS AND ENTRIES TO: 

AEJMC 
234 Outlet Pointe Blvd.; Suite A 

Columbia, S.C. 29210-5667  

FAX: 803-772-3509 

QUESTIONS: 
Jennifer McGill, AEJMC, 803-798-0271 

The winner receives a $10,000 cash prize and a distinctive trophy at the keynote 
session at the 2017 AEJMC conference in Chicago. The winner agrees to attend.  

 
 
JOURNALISM & MASS COMMUNICATION 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR 
Charles E. Scripps Award 
 
The Charles E. Scripps Award for the Journalism & Mass Communication Teacher of the Year is 

given in collaboration with the Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication 
(AEJMC). Nominee must have consistently demonstrated an environment of excellence by 

ongoing contributions to the improvement of student learning. 
 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE:  

Full-time faculty member teaching in any of the disciplines of journalism and mass 
communication. Open to teachers from accredited and non-accredited schools. 

 
HOW TO NOMINATE: 

1. Unit heads must submit the nomination from his/her program. Only one nominee from each 

unit is allowed. Selection process at each unit's discretion.  
2. Nomination consists of a one- to two-page letter by the unit head that provides specific 

examples of the nominee's merit based upon the seven criteria listed below, and a full curriculum 
vitae of the nominee. 



JUDGING CRITERIA: 

Judges will consider the following seven criteria when evaluating nominees: innovative teaching 
practices, influences on curriculum, mentoring and advising students in matters of both career 

and curriculum, mentoring faculty in regard to instruction, scholarship in respect to teaching, 
leadership in educational activities in department, school, university and/or academy, and on-

going industry engagement inside and outside the classroom 

 
NOMINATIONS DEADLINE: 

Oct. 14, 2016 
FINALISTS NOTIFIED BY: 

Nov. 30, 2016 
FINALISTS' ENTRY DEADLINE: 

Jan. 31, 2017 

 
NO ENTRY FEE. 

NO ONLINE ENTRY SUBMISSION. 

 

SUBMIT NOMINATIONS AND ENTRIES TO: 
AEJMC 

234 Outlet Pointe Blvd.; Suite A 
Columbia, S.C. 29210-5667  

FAX: 803-772-3509 

 
QUESTIONS: 

Jennifer McGill, AEJMC, 803-798-0271 

The winner receives a $10,000 cash prize and a distinctive trophy at the keynote 
session at the 2017 AEJMC conference in Chicago. The winner agrees to attend.  
 

 
 

 
 

OPINION 
Walker Stone Award  
 

Honors outstanding opinion-based journalism by an individual or team whose work was originally 

distributed in 2016 by a television or radio station, newspaper that publishes three or more times 
weekly, cable network, online news site or website, news magazine, news service or news 

syndicate. Entries will be judged on general excellence, quality of expression, clarity, tone, style, 
forcefulness, creativity and importance to the public. This category recognizes editorials, 

commentary, blogs, editorial cartoons and other forms of journalistic expression.  

WHAT TO ENTER: Entries should include up to 6 items. Supplemental material, which does 
not factor into the 6 items, must be clearly marked. 

Nominating or cover letter must state frequency of publication or distribution. Be sure to include 
the name of the person who should be notified if the entry is declared a winner or finalist along 

with their contact information: daytime phone number, e-mail address and mailing address (not a 

post office box number). This person may be someone other than or in addition to the nominee. 
 



HOW TO ENTER: The form will ask for publication or distribution dates; instead of providing 

each date simply enter the first and last dates the entry appeared. Submitted text should be in 
PDF form, rich text files (.rtf) or simple text (.txt). No Word documents (.doc or docx) files or 

Open Document (.odt) files.  
 

If you are submitting the entry as one PDF, be sure the nominating or cover letter appears first. 

If the entry is large and presenting it as one PDF makes understanding its context difficult, enter 
multiple PDFs. Publication dates must be visible on PDFs.  

 
Entrant should upload video and enter URL(s) on our online entry site or a third-party site such 

as YouTube. Video file(s) (50 MB maximum per file - not per entire entry) must be one of the 
following formats: .wmv, mpeg or .mp4. All audio files should be in mp3 format. Online material 

must be available on a live URL that functions on a standard web browser.  

Judges see the titles of the digital files. Keep that in mind when naming your documents. It 
makes your entry easier to find and remember if you reference its topic or your media outlet’s 

name in the file’s name. Please do not name it “SHA entry” or similar variations; this will not 
distinguish your entry. 

  

MAIL-IN OPTION: This option is intended for an entry that has a file that exceeds the 50 MB 
per file limit and is not linked to a third-party site. Entrant MUST complete the entry form on the 

awards site, print the confirmation form, and include it with the submitted DVD or CD formatted 
for cross-platform use (PC/Mac). Audio files should be in mp3 format. Label the disc(s) with the 

category, title of the entry, and the confirmation number. 
 

NOTE: Our competition offers one entry site with fields that ask for information that may not 

apply to your entry. When you encounter this fill the field with "does not apply" so that the 
system will permit you to move to the next step. 

 

$50 entry fee.  

Prize is $10,000 and a trophy. Entry form asks for name of individual entrant, a team 
when up to four are involved, or a media outlet when more than four are 

involved. Expanded recognition will be given should a media outlet win and want 
to name more than four individuals. 

Winner agrees to attend awards presentation April 12 in Cincinnati. 

 
PHOTOJOURNALISM 
 

Portfolios will be judged on overall photographic excellence, keeping these five areas in mind: 

journalistic content, technical photographic quality, originality, diversity in topic and approach, 
and impact. 

 
WHO IS ELIGIBLE: This competition is open to staff members and freelancers whose still 

photography appeared in newspapers that published three or more times weekly in 2016, or 
whose still photography was distributed in 2016 by online news sites and websites, news 

magazines, news services or syndication services. Individuals only; no team entries. 

 



WHAT TO ENTER: The award is for a published portfolio of work; a single photo story or essay 

does not qualify. Entries should not exceed 7 items (a picture story or essay counts as one item; 
however, no more than 60 photographs may be submitted in the entire entry). Work must be 

submitted as originally presented. If published in color, it must be judged in color. No video 
photography. 

 
Include a nominating or cover letter. Be sure to include the name of the person who should 

be notified if the entry is declared a winner or finalist along with their contact information: phone 
number, e-mail address and mailing address (not a post office box number). 

 
 

HOW TO ENTER: Using our online entry site, entrants should submit photographs saved 
as 200dpi jpg files at 5x7 inches for digital viewing. Entrants may submit as optional supporting 

material PDFs of the pages on which their work appeared or links to photos published online. 

This is optional, not required. 
 

Please do not submit zip files. Instead, enter up to 60 photos individually as jpgs or place the 
jpgs in a folder on an online site of your choosing (i.e. websites such as Dropbox) and submit a 

link to the folder. You will find areas on the entry site for submitting files and links. When labeling 

files submitted online, use your name and number them in the sequence you would like them to 
be viewed (i.e. "smith14").  Brief captions should be included for every photograph in the file 

information area and included as a separate text document to provide context for the judges. Be 
sure to reference each photo's name with the captions you provide in a separate document so 

judges can match them with the correct photo.  
 

NOTE: Our competition offers one entry site with fields that ask for information that may not 

apply to your entry. When you encounter this fill the field with "does not apply" so that the 
system will permit you to move to the next step. 

 
$50 entry fee.  
 
Prize is $10,000 and a trophy.  

 

Winner agrees to attend awards presentation April 12 in Cincinnati. 
 

 
 
 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE REPORTING 
Roy W. Howard Award 
 

This award recognizes journalism that serves the public through extensive coverage of an issue.  

 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE: Open to any newspaper that published three or more times weekly in 2016, 
television and radio  stations, broadcast and cable networks, cable systems, online news sites 

and websites, news services, news syndicates, syndication or program services and news 
magazines. Staff member(s) and/or freelance contributor(s) are eligible. May be individual or 

team entry. Collaborative work between or among news organizations is eligible but attribution 

must be given.  



WHAT TO ENTER: Work must have originally aired or published in 2016.  There is no limit to 

the number of elements in a public service entry; however, items should advance understanding 
of the scope of the work without being extraneous. Content must be submitted as it 

originally appeared. Supplemental material must be clearly marked. Include script(s).  
 

The nominating or cover letter must include a description of the entry, objective, how the 

objective was met and the results. Be sure to include the name of the person who should 
be notified if the entry is declared a winner or finalist along with their contact information: phone 

number, e-mail address and mailing address (not a post office box number).  
 

HOW TO ENTER: The form will ask for publication or distribution dates; instead of providing 
each date simply enter the first and last dates the entry appeared. Submitted text should be in 

PDF form, rich text files (.rtf) or simple text (.txt). No Word documents (.doc or docx) files or 

Open Document (.odt) files. If you are submitting the entry as one PDF, be sure the nominating 
or cover letter appears first. If the entry is large and presenting it as one PDF makes 

understanding its context difficult, enter multiple PDFs. Publication dates must be visible on PDFs.  

 

Entrant should upload video and enter URL(s) on our online entry site or a third-party site such 

as YouTube. Video file(s) (50 MB maximum per file - not per entire entry) must be one of the 
following formats: .wmv, mpeg or .mp4. All audio files should be in mp3 format. Online material 

must be available on a live URL that functions on a standard web browser.  

Judges see the titles of the digital files. Keep that in mind when naming your documents. It 

makes your entry easier to find and remember if you reference its topic or your media outlet’s 
name in the file’s name. Please do not name it “SHA entry” or similar variations; this will not 

distinguish your entry.  

  

MAIL-IN OPTION: This option is intended for an entry that has a file that exceeds the 50 MB 
per file limit and is not linked to a third-party site. Entrant MUST complete the entry form on the 

awards site, print the confirmation form, and include it with the submitted DVD or CD formatted 
for cross-platform use (PC/Mac). Audio files should be in mp3 format. Label the disc(s) with the 

category, title of the entry, and the confirmation number 

NOTE: Our competition offers one entry site with fields that ask for information that may not 

apply to your entry. When you encounter this fill the field with "does not apply" so that the 
system will permit you to move to the next step. 

$50 entry fee.  
 
Prize is $10,000 and a trophy. Entry form asks for name of individual entrant, a team 

when up to four are involved, or a media outlet when more than four are 
involved. Expanded recognition will be given should a media outlet win and want 

to name more than four individuals.  

Winner agrees to attend awards presentation April 12 in Cincinnati. 

 

 
 



RADIO/AUDIO IN-DEPTH COVERAGE 
Jack R. Howard Award 
 

Honors the best in-depth and investigative reporting of a single event or issue that was broadcast 

or covered online by a radio station, group of radio stations, radio network, syndication or 
production company that produces content for radio. Judges will be looking for resourcefulness 

and complete coverage. 
 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE: 

This award recognizes an individual or a team; may be staff member(s) or freelancer(s). 
Collaborative work between or among news organizations is eligible but attribution must be 

given. Commercially sponsored programs are not eligible unless the content is produced and 
editorially controlled by the news organization. 

 
WHAT TO ENTER:  

Entry may be for a single broadcast or a series. Work must have originally been distributed in 

2016 and must be entered as presented (with exception of advertisements). Supplemental 
material is welcome but must be clearly marked. 

 
The nominating or cover letter must include a description of the entry, objective, how the 

objective was met and the results, if any. Be sure to include the name of the person who should 

be notified if the entry is declared a winner or finalist along with their contact information: phone 
number, e-mail address and mailing address (not a post office box number). This may be 

someone in addition to the entrant. 
 

HOW TO ENTER:  

Entrant should upload the work to our online entry site. You will be asked for the days the work 

aired. You do not need to list each date; simply enter the first and last dates of the distribution.  
All audio files must be mp3. Online material must be available on a live URL that functions on a 

standard web browser. Include script(s). Supplemental material may be included but must be 
clearly marked.  

Remember that judges see the titles of the digital files. Do not name your files “SHA entry” or 
similar variations. Use your media outlet’s name in the file name to distinguish your entry and 

make it easy for the judges to find and remember. 
 
NOTE: Our competition offers one entry site with fields that ask for information that may not 

apply to your entry. When you encounter this fill the field with "does not apply" so that the 

system will permit you to move to the next step. 

$50 entry fee.  
 
Prize is $10,000 and a trophy. Entry form asks for name of individual entrant, a team 

when up to four are involved, or a media outlet when more than four are 

involved. Expanded recognition will be given should a media outlet win and want 
to name more than four individuals.  

Winner agrees to attend awards presentation April 12 in Cincinnati. 

 



 
TELEVISION/CABLE 
LOCAL COVERAGE 
Jack R. Howard Award 
 
Honors in-depth coverage of a single event or issue that is local in scope. Must have been 

broadcast or distributed online by a television station or a group of television stations, television 

or cable network, syndication or production company that produces programming primarily for 
broadcast use. Entries will be judged on general excellence, depth of reporting, quality of 

storytelling and resourcefulness. 
 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE: This award recognizes an individual or a team; may be staff member(s) or 

freelancer(s). Collaborative work between or among news organizations is eligible but attribution 
must be given. Commercially sponsored programs are not eligible unless the content is produced 

and editorially controlled by the news organization. 
 

WHAT TO ENTER: Work must have originally been distributed in 2016 and must be entered as 
presented (with the exception of advertisements). Supplementary material must be clearly 

marked. Include script(s). Nominating or cover letter must include a description of the entry, 

objective, how the objective was met and the results, if any. Be sure to include the name of the 
person who should be notified if the entry is declared a winner or finalist along with their contact 

information: phone number, e-mail address and mailing address (not a post office box number).  

HOW TO ENTER: The form will ask for distribution dates; instead of providing each date simply 

enter the first and last dates the entry appeared.  

 
Submitted text should be in PDF form, rich text files (.rtf) or simple text (.txt). No Word 

documents (.doc or docx) files or Open Document (.odt) files. If you are submitting a portion of  
the entry as one PDF, be sure the nominating or cover letter appears first. If the entry is large 

and presenting it as one PDF makes understanding its context difficult, enter multiple PDFs.  
Entrant should upload video and enter URL(s) on our online entry site or a third-party site such 

as YouTube. Video file(s) (50 MB maximum per file - not per entire entry) must be one of the 

following formats: .wmv, mpeg or .mp4. All audio files should be in mp3 format. Online material 
must be available on a live URL that functions on a standard web browser.  

Judges see the titles of the digital files. Keep that in mind when naming your documents. It 
makes your entry easier to find and remember if you reference its topic or your media outlet’s 

name in the file’s name. Please do not name it “SHA entry” or similar variations; this will not 
distinguish your entry.  

MAIL-IN OPTION: This option is intended for an entry that has a file that exceeds the 50 MB 
per file limit and is not linked to a third-party site. Entrant MUST complete the entry form on the 

awards site, print the confirmation form, and include it with the submitted DVD or CD formatted 
for cross-platform use (PC/Mac). Audio files should be in mp3 format. Label the disc(s) with the 

category, title of the entry, and the confirmation number 

NOTE: Our competition offers one entry site with fields that ask for information that may not 

apply to your entry. When you encounter this fill the field with "does not apply" so that the 
system will permit you to move to the next step. 

$50 entry fee.  
 



Prize is $10,000 and a trophy. Entry form asks for name of individual entrant, a team 

when up to four are involved, or a media outlet when more than four are 
involved. Expanded recognition will be given should a media outlet win and want 

to name more than four individuals.  

Winner agrees to attend awards presentation April 12 in Cincinnati. 
 

 

 
TELEVISION/CABLE 
NATIONAL, INTERNATIONAL COVERAGE 
Jack R. Howard Award 
 

Honors in-depth coverage of a single event or issue that is national and/or international in scope. 
Must have been broadcast or distributed online by a television or cable network, television station 

or group of stations, syndication or production company that produces programming primarily for 
broadcast use. Entries will be judged on general excellence, depth of reporting, quality of 

storytelling and resourcefulness. 
 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE: This award recognizes an individual or a team; may be staff member(s) or 

freelancer(s). Collaborative work between or among news organizations is eligible but attribution 
must be given. Commercially sponsored programs are not eligible unless the content is produced 

and editorially controlled by the news organization. 
 

WHAT TO ENTER: Work must have originally been distributed in 2016 and must be entered as 

presented (with exception of advertisements). Supplementary material must be clearly marked. 
Include script(s). Nominating or cover letter must include a description of the entry, objective, 

how the objective was met and the results, if any. Be sure to include the name of the person 
who should be notified if the entry is declared a winner or finalist along with their contact 

information: phone number, e-mail address and mailing address (not a post office box number).  

HOW TO ENTER: The form will ask for distribution dates; instead of providing each date simply 

enter the first and last dates the entry appeared.  

 
Submitted text should be in PDF form, rich text files (.rtf) or simple text (.txt). No Word 

documents (.doc or docx) files or Open Document (.odt) files. If you are submitting a portion of 
the entry as one PDF, be sure the nominating or cover letter appears first. If the entry is large 

and presenting it as one PDF makes understanding its context difficult, enter multiple PDFs.  

 
Entrant should upload video and enter URL(s) on our online entry site or a third-party site such 

as YouTube. Video file(s) (50 MB maximum per file - not per entire entry) must be one of the 
following formats: .wmv, mpeg or .mp4. All audio files should be in mp3 format. Online material 

must be available on a live URL that functions on a standard web browser.  

Judges see the titles of the digital files. Keep that in mind when naming your documents. It 

makes your entry easier to find and remember if you reference its topic or your media outlet’s 
name in the file’s name. Please do not name it “SHA entry” or similar variations; this will not 

distinguish your entry.  



 

MAIL-IN OPTION: This option is intended for an entry that has a file that exceeds the 50 MB 
per file limit and is not linked to a third-party site. Entrant MUST complete the entry form on the 

awards site, print the confirmation form, and include it with the submitted DVD or CD formatted 
for cross-platform use (PC/Mac). Audio files should be in mp3 format. Label the disc(s) with the 

category, title of the entry, and the confirmation number 

NOTE: Our competition offers one entry site with fields that ask for information that may not 
apply to your entry. When you encounter this fill the field with "does not apply" so that the 
system will permit you to move to the next step. 

$50 entry fee.  
 
Prize is $10,000 and a trophy. Entry form asks for name of individual entrant, a team 
when up to four are involved, or a media outlet when more than four are 

involved. Expanded recognition will be given should a media outlet win and want 

to name more than four individuals.  

Winner agrees to attend awards presentation April 12 in Cincinnati. 

 
TOPIC OF THE YEAR 
The 2016 Presidential Election  
 
This category honors comprehensive and resourceful coverage of the 2016 Presidential Election. 
Entries will be judged on general excellence, quality of deadline reporting and continuing 

coverage when applicable, illumination and public understanding of an issue or issues associated 

with the 2016 Presidential Election, the outcome and related developments since then. Given the 
prevalence of coverage on this topic, judges will look for ingenuity, clarity and sophistication in 

reporting, presentation and interpretation of the issues.  
 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE: Open to television or radio stations, online news sites or websites, any 

newspaper that published in print or online three or more times a week in 2016, broadcast or 
cable networks, cable systems, news services, news syndicates, syndication or program services, 

or news magazines. Staff member(s) and/or freelance contributor(s) are eligible. May be 
individual or team entry. 

 
WHAT TO ENTER: Work must have originally aired or published in 2016.  Entries are limited to 

10 items (a day's presentation is counted as one item even if it includes several pieces). Content 

must be submitted as it originally appeared. Supplemental material, which does not factor into 
the 10 item limit, must be clearly marked.  

 
A nominating or cover letter must include a synopsis with a description of the objective, how the 

objective was met and the results, if any. Be sure to include the name of the person who should 

be notified if the entry is declared a winner or finalist along with their contact information: 
daytime phone number, e-mail address and mailing address (not a post office box number). 
 
HOW TO ENTER: The form will ask for publication or distribution dates; instead of providing 

each date simply enter the first and last dates the entry appeared. Submitted text should be in 

PDF form, rich text files (.rtf) or simple text (.txt). No Word documents (.doc or docx) files or 
Open Document (.odt) files. If you are submitting the entry as one PDF, be sure the nominating 



or cover letter appears first. If the entry is large and presenting it as one PDF makes 

understanding its context difficult, enter multiple PDFs. Publication dates must be visible on PDFs.  
 

 
Entrant should upload video and enter URL(s) on our online entry site or a third-party site such 

as YouTube. Video file(s) (50 MB maximum per file - not per entire entry) must be one of the 

following formats: .wmv, mpeg or .mp4. All audio files should be in mp3 format. Online material 
must be available on a live URL that functions on a standard web browser.  

 
Judges see the titles of the digital files. Keep that in mind when naming your documents. It 

makes your entry easier to find and remember if you reference its topic or your media outlet’s 
name in the file’s name. Please do not name it “SHA entry” or similar variations; this will not 

distinguish your entry.   

 
MAIL-IN OPTION: This option is intended for an entry that has a file that exceeds the 50 MB 

per file limit and is not linked to a third-party site. Entrant MUST complete the entry form on the 
awards site, print the confirmation form, and include it with the submitted DVD or CD formatted 

for cross-platform use (PC/Mac). Audio files should be in mp3 format. Label the disc(s) with the 

category, title of the entry, and the confirmation number. 
 

NOTE: Our competition offers one entry site with fields that ask for information that may not 
apply to your entry. When you encounter this fill the field with "does not apply" so that the 

system will permit you to move to the next step. 
 

$50 entry fee.  
 
Prize is $10,000 and a trophy. Entry form asks for name of individual entrant, a team 

when up to four are involved, or a media outlet when more than four are 
involved. Expanded recognition will be given should a media outlet win and want 

to name more than four individuals. 

 
Winner agrees to attend awards presentation April 12 in Cincinnati. 

 


