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KOEORE GR DU L T TOLLOF ING TEN !
CAVLOTION Of SIATREN LA B ¥ UTH FOR ALLE GFDLY '
‘“!DTIHU Al A _CTESTER il STHOOL FOOTRALL GALT
In Qctober. 1968, sixtee:. scurg “lack ron renping 58 nee Crom U us 05 HORES :
ere arragted for fiehtaurr o« Chester 'ogh Sshoal oz it o Towipe bie
elee 3 white feleware = i .. o theyr 3 rtean genar nil s were ndareal,

the brothers were chargec witvn riot, incitlng to riot, sppraveted sssault and

bettery. conspirscy, nuisance and public nuisances They ware oLl) Jound eullty ;
by an all white jury. The eight who plesdsd guilty wers riven sentences ranzing '
from.@% to 11 years to 6 ©to 1% yeers in prison. The sight who plended net ~uyilty
are either out on {2,500 beii or in the county jail in eu of Lailc

Accordine to the defendanis rnd others from the commuz ity who wvrv evew%nesuesc f
the following events took piaces A
Nro and Mrs. “oward Lo Phillipe end tnelr son, Howard Jr. weres sdeted in standg' 3

directly in back of the group »f youngz mre.  {(Approximstely 10. The others
formed after the fight was in progress. )’ lwibers of the grous stesd ur in front
of Howard Jr., who asked them ¢n he semt-d. Heward Jre pimced his hands on the
shoulder of one of the brothers, whe “urued snd struck the younger Philiips. Mr. Ry
Phlilips attempted to retalilate by sivikiue gut at the proup with a crutch he - $
was carrying. Following this nil thro» meobers of the fanily were invelived in

the fracus with certein members of the pgreip. As the entire oroup wes leaving, i

g tercher who is the School B3and Direcior mede certaln romarks to the group ro- ?

rardineg their behavior. A fight emsuer, resulting im injury to the teacher. o

(The press reported thet ste was beaten uncomscicus. Fowever t-is was inaccurste, ) :

A young man in s truck backed into one «l the brothers injuring nis wrist. The

brother struck the zan who was drivieg tne trucke Poiice arrived and hepan bresking

up the crowds.: ’ ’ ~£:
i 7

Sixteen brothers ware taken into custady anl charged with incining to vint. riot, 3

arrravated aSoault and battwry. congpirecy aud wuisanca. A fos of the b;uthera
obteined privaete attorneys whiie otheirs wer~v sssigned lawyers {rom the Fub
Defenders Offics. All were under 2. 500 bail pending trisi date. Harry veth
received repoated visits fror noiies officsrs  ineluding one of the cerptains of &3
trs Chester Police Department. le was enu,n?aged to identify other particinants
in the meles, Rerusing &7 do so, Harry was tried with the fifteen other Srothers,
on the charpes mentioned abave . snd fourd euld ity

During tba course of the criai ‘elehn brouarts aere advised by thair atforngys to .. ]
plesd uiliy . supgenting wo Lham thet They Leabably woeuid veos ive Jniy Light
- sentences o7 a few nontha.  Thess eigh’ L= thersd were a1l ssntencod to berms. o
rengiag from 4% to 1Y yeary Lo womaxlmen 0T & Uy 12 years. i
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- Figrt stnar brothers were verandod ts ihe Jounty Priscn Farm, undse &2 &9 baii,
tr ewa it sentencing in Mave Thie time Je o0 ven to PIovits pporoaal By furs ot
torneys to Tlie appeails. Lenue. Helzreves ane of the brothew was noer with

the originst eroap whan the fiehn starier as joined them gfrerwaris and attercted

[

ts heis Hreek 11 up.  AY the triel the neresting officers tes if «d thet (emnael

attarmted £ hreck wp the flprt oot 2? e o was Peotud SAUity o (Thiy poins
zen te ¥Youpt in bthe trial trens rine.
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There are manv people in t-. comraity who fee! thet these sontencos represent
sn attempt on the part of Deiawsre County Judicial System to supnress tnis
county's bisck community. '« feel the brothers shouid imve heen sharged with
firhting and should be tricu, and if found gnilty, punished sccordingiy. It

is pulpably ~lear that justice for bliacks in Delaware County is different than
justice for whites. These sixteen young men’s crimes wore being blacke Fere,
a few weeks following tne sontencing of the brothers, there were simiiar situ=
stions of fighte at ball gemes at Derby-Colwyn and lonsipnor Bonner High Schoolse
(Both predominantty white schonls«) At these fiphts crowbars were used, 1imbe
were broken and hospitaligzetion was requirede The youths involved were fined
up to ! 100«00 and {11.00 court costs, and were sdmonished by tha mapistrate
next fim they appear before him for s similer act they will be sent to bodia
inmed ia%tely on a charge of inciting to riote The mapistrate said, "You can tell
your friends that you are not going to turn Upper Darby into anoﬁher Chester.”

)
A week following the sentencing, an sd<hoc committee wns formed to plan methods
to secure a falr, just trisi for sll brothers concerned. The group is called,
Yrarents Committes for Justice" and 18 composed of commmunity oresonizers working
in Deleware County, parents, relatives, "riends sand others concerned for justioce.

For the pest three wecks the group hes been engaped in fund raisine to defrmy
lapel rost and relsted exvense, and fact findiag, ALl attorreys, bhoth Fublie
Defendﬂrs and private wers visived by teams to find out their interest and future
intentions. Farents auvd reintives of the bhraothers 1nvolved were also visited

to cain their impressicn of t'a entire proceedinge '

Ve are fortunate to have three black lew students volunteer to assist the parents
conmittee in any way deemed necessary. Our present plan is to increase the in-
volvement of the total cormunity in recoenizing that thils travesty of justice can-
not be nilowed to ro unocontested. '

Ve will continue to meet weekly and do gvecything in our nower to mobillze the
support from t-~ community via apceiing efore proups, meiling and distri wting
brochures, riving the facts iu the case as seen through the eyes of tHe nommunity.

Patitions sare currently beins circulated raquestine the U.S. Department of Justice
to conduct o full and thorourh investigation of the judiciel system of Delaware
County end tha activities of the Chester Police Department.

Although we do not condone vioiense engapod in by these young brothers, we cer=
tainly understand its true cause. The true causes are the conditlon under which
black people are forced to 1live in Chester. The facts substentiacine this statee
ment heve been stasted over snd over -~ publlic hesrings conducted by the Penngy 1=
venis Humsn Relations Committes and by voiuminous reports compiied by a number

of interest proups. But still the cries of cur frustrated youth fail on desf ears.

Ve wera not at all surprised when vicoience arupted at a game. The schools ia
Chester heve been emong th» chief soptributors to a climate that spawns unrest.
For years the schools “ave axrlcited our bieok young men. They are ancouraped
to participate in ethletic ectivities with tre promise 6f collesms scholarships
while beine advised to tmake courses iike practlical arba that have Little terminal
utility.
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Upon sraduation triese a.nletes are unubles to accert onllege s Inrshiregs 16
has been estimated thet t'e schools pross over 120,000 a year from sthletic
events. Yet blacks benofit littie from this. The above situation plus the
absence of black comches has bsen a thorn in the side of the black commnity.
While the football game ws« .« progress a community geoup was pescefully pro=
testing these conditions. It is our firm belief that the sentences imposed on
our brothers wes a direct attempt to curteil any chalienge of the school’s
unfair and unjust practices.

A further example of the school'’s insensitivity to its students was its refusal

to take advantage of the Government funds to provide a much needed school lunch
propgram despite the fact that Chester School children are among the neediest in

the county. The school, however, saw fit to vote money to send the school’

board members snd the directors to a convention in lMiami, . 8

V.e a8 black people must assume our first responsibility -~ the proteotion of
our families.

PARENTS COMMITTEE FOR JUSTICE
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