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Prexy Dies, Siege Ends

SWARTHMORE, Pa. (UPI)
— Some 25 Negro militants
gave up an eight-day occupa-
tion of the Swarthmore Cel-
lege admissions office Thurs-
day some five hours after
learning of the death of school
president, Dr. Courtney
Smith, a Rhodes Scholarships
executive.

Smith, 52, was stricken fa-
tally with a heart attack at 10
a.m. while awaiting a meet-
ing with a faculty committee
studying demands by Negro
students who took over the of-
fice eight days ago.

The demonstrators left the
office, got into five autos, and
drove off. A spokesman for
the group said they aban-
doned their takeover out of
respect for Smith.

Smith, American secretary
of Rhodes scholarships since
1953, was pronounced dead in
his office at the Quaker-ori-
ented school by Dr. Morris
Bowie, college physician.

A Swarthmore spokesman
said Smith had been under
“quite a strain” since mem-
bers of the Swarthmore
Afro-American Student Socie-
ty (SASS) took over the ad-
missions office last Thursday
to enforce demands for in-
creased enrollment of Ne-
groes at the 104-year-old
school in suburban Philadel-
phia. The admissions office is
on the first floor of Parrish
Hall, and Smith’s office is on
the second.

A native of Winterset, Iowa,
Smith  was graduated from

Roosevelt High School in Des
Moines and from Harvard
University in 1938. He was a
Rhodes scholar at Oxford Uni-
versity from 1938 to 1939.
Smith, a member of Phi Beta
Kappa, was elected president
of Swarthmore in 1953, the
same year he became secre-
tary of the Rhodes Scholar-

Patriarch on Visit

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia
(UPI) — Patriarch Justinian
of the Romanian Orthodox
church, arrived Wednesday
for a six-day visit as guest of
the Ethiopian thodox
Church. Patriarch Justinian,
68, has been an acfive pro-
moter of inter-Orthodox
Church cooperation.

ships in the United States.
Smith died in his office next
to a conference room in which
he was to meet with a faculty
committee of three whites

and one Negro. He had set up-

the committee to determine
the exact nature of SASS de-
mands on admissions and pol-
icy-making.

Swarthmore has an enroll-
ment of 47 blacks in its stu-
dent body of 1,024. Officials
had said repeatedly that they
would not use force to remove
the Negroes occupying the ad-
missions office.

Smith, who was scheduled
to resign next Sept. 1 to be-
come president of the John
and Mary R. Markle Founda-
tion, is survived by his widow
and three children. :

Dr. Courtney Smith
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Brandeis U.

Warns Rebels

WALTHAM, Mass. (UPI) —

A faculty committee at Bran-
deis University warned Thurs-'

day that students disrupting
classes in support of protest-
ing blacks will be suspended
immediately.

Some 60 black students who
seized Ford Hall Jan. 8 re-
mained barricaded in the
building.  Negotiations  be-
tween them and the adminis-
tration were at an impasse.

About 150 white students

boycotted classes in support
of the blacks and another 30
whites were on a hunger
strike.
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