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Editorials

for reassessment.

nose.
As Saunders put it,

with murder.”
machines.

for $150,000.

East Lansdowne school director Fred-
erick Saunders told his board this month
that a survey of 1968 real estate assess-
ments shows figures ranging from 14 to
45 per cent of the actual sale price.

The county average supposedly is about
22.3 per cent, of course. Those with 14 per
cent assessments are fortunate; those
with 45 per cent are paying through the

“Some people are
being gouged and some are getting away

For another e!‘mple of the vagaries of
+§ tax assessments in Delaware County, con-
sider the former Bond Baking Co. distri-
bution center in Chester which the county
last week purchased for storage of voting

‘The General Host Corp. zold that build-
ing to the Samrus Corp. of Folsom last
June for $85,000. Samrus sold it to Samuel
J. Pace of Eddystone two months ago for
$100,000. And Pace sold it to the county

P
Anot\her reassessment call

Still another Delaware County com-
munity bas indicated it realizes the need

C’mon, folks, where are they?

T: Sixteen fire hydrants.

Perhaps that does belong on the classi-
fied pages, but on the other hand, Robert
Foltz’s appeal to the public to help find
them also seems like news.
Foltz is fire marshal in Nether Provi-
dence. He reported to commissioners that
16 of the township's hydrants are “mis-
sing.” That is, they have been hidden by
“bushes, boulders, birdbaths and various
other beautifying baubles.”

We can understand that some suburban
residents feel fire hydrants are ugly and
camouflage them behind bushes.

But to save firemen from wasting time
searching for a source of water when fire
strikes, the least they can do is let them
know where they are.

How about it, folks; tell Robert Foltz
or one of the commissioners where you put
the hydrants.

In a public hearing on the proposal, an ¢
independent appraiser said the building §
was worth $151,000. And he cited as proof
the Chester tax assessment of $52,500.

Since Chester assesses at about 35 per
cent of market value, this works out al-
most to the penny.

But why, in talking to the county, did
the appraiser cite the city tax assessment
rather than the county’s?

Probably because
assessment is $27,000, and the county
ratio is supposed to be 22.3 per cent.

In other words, if the appraiser’s esti-
mate and Chester tax assessment are
realistic, then the county assessment is at
least $6,500 Jow.

The list of such inconsistencies is end-
less. The county’s botched-up system is
probably costin
of tax dollars, money that has to be made
up by incorrectly assessed uxpnen and
higher-than-necessary taxi

Fair, equitable meumenu will come
only with a complete county reevaluation
by an independent firm,

a

the county tax %
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Former Wade House director writes

=

‘Go back to your own school and study
history — Rome wasn't built in a day!”

Some concessions likely

“Well, so much for the administration’s
middle-of-the-road approach!”

School segregatmn doomed

By BRUCE BIOSSAT

WASHINGTON — The flurry
of Justice Department actions
on school desegregation
affecting many southern and
some northern school districts
is being viewed too narrowly
in the heat of the controversy
over HEW guidelines.
‘The common judgment is that
the department’s filing of a flock
of lawsuits is wholly and simply
an effort by the Nixon
administration to offset the
impression left by its recent
mi W statement that
it was taking the desegregation
pressure off many slow-moving
southern school districts.
Probably the President.
having measured the furor over
the HEW guideline statement of
July 3, did indeed want to alter
that impression, The timing of
the Justice Department moves
was hardly' coincidental, despite
assurances that these actions
were long in the works.
ON THE OTHER HAND, it

is just as nhm that

President aiso

persuade the Sout.h 0 ‘xelpl’\ll

to him in his election, that some

real delay and soltening of
regation guidelines would

hereafter be possible.

There are some published

reports  that

of

intervention
HEW Secretary Robert Finch
ented a much greater
easing.” |
Whatever the fact of that
situation. aides to the President
were privately saying- last
winter that his campaign
utterances, plus the South’s
contributions to his victory,
made some concessions inevit-
able.

with its provision for & cutoff
of federal funds to districts
which fail %o move steadily-
toward' desegregati

Maryland, West Virginia,
Kentucky, Missouri and

IT SHOULD BE
however, that the Nixon
administration could not employ
unlimited latitude in easing
desegregation  requirements
even if it wanted to.

The strongest governing factor
is not the 1964 civil rights act

EN

2,994 are
satisfactorily

to be

desegregated.

The federal courts have
another- 369 orders to act,

including the- 100-plus
by a single order in Alabama.
All of these are inescapably

affected by the Supreme Court

saying freedom of
choice plans are out unless they
work surely toward the end of
separate white and black
schools.

BUT TIME for modified
action is not unlimited. Federat

court intervention is predictable
in light of the New Kent County
case. Where that does not 0cCur,
under spur of the lvnu
Department or citizen
HEW's hand will be forced e
agency action must follow.
Critics of the HEW July 3
guideline statement touk uymy
the assertion that the burdem
is on local districts to
they need more time. Actually,
it is a hard fact of life.

the final hard crunch for the
slowest-moving areas is not very
far off.

© Where have these instant black ‘leaders’ been?

The letter below was written July 17 by
Don. D. Roose who was executive director of
the Robert Wade Neighborhood House in
Chester from August, 1966, to November,

1968.

Roose, now director of Foster Parents

To The Times.

Three
about  the

“takeover” appe
me and they are: (1) What
Wade House was before the

rather major points
e H e

future; and (3) The while man
relating m tbe current American
racial ¢

The pm al ke ver

. carin;
Nack “self-determination
community control.”
Indeed, Vinton Deaung
should know be!
a letter-to-the-ed

tlon is that there
qualified black pe
community who are capadle

Deming then proud vy pi
‘out that Wade House has ev
‘been painted by those
pysically took ~ the

And

(particularly its
sdirectors) has resis

laugm against
ontrol” by local hhck.!
. TlIE TIAGEDY of lhe Wade
bese

4 re pate:
»oulrlgensuly mu 1 nrbmn lh.v
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dissension within the black com-

only

ed another agancy which
un black: the Chester Home
Improvement Project (CHIP).
To those who

followed Wade Houss o
past number of years, it is an
institution which has d-astically
changed policies, fund-raising,
staff, programming and most
important what it does () meet
some of the relevant needs of
the black community.

Wade became
intimately

Plan Inc. in Bolivia, wrote a six-page, single-
spaced letter to the editor regarding last
month’s Wade House takeover.

Space requirements made it necessary to
cut about one-third of his letter, hopefully
without affecting its overall theme.

by the city politicians; and in
lanum of 1968 giving up its
day care program which the
Wade House board felt was not
answering the needs of the local
black community (i.e., it served
the middle class black com-
munity rather than serving tle
poor black community).

The Day Care Center left
Wade House rather than change
the type of families it served
and formed its own agency: the
Concord Day Care Center. Tha
Board of Wade House felt then
and feels now that the first
priority is to serve first the
poor black community.

TO THOSE critics who rightly
demand black community
control, 1 can only state that
the Wade board agrees with

black

IADF HOUSE also started
h i

iding programs as the
rograms of he “Black
ans and cratis
r"l:u’u\.lmg bla 1;& herit:

mobile “Book " which {or
two summers brought h.rdr\‘d:
of black pa;

the black ghettos:
dances for the black teen-ige

de House has

black director, Granvi'ie Lash

Vade House, throuzn the
)eldeﬂhxp of its of
directors, committed itself
deeply to action community
organization even thouzh this
meant losing substantial annval
United Fund monles:
though this meant be:

jected to continual usfounded
Charges of “stirring up- troubie"

control.

At a Wade House-alfiliated
CHIP board meeting in 1967,
it was responsible and sensitive

an absolute and overwhelming
black composition. These white
CHIP board members
immediately resigned with the
new CHIP board composed of
18 local black members and only
3 white members.

The culmination of lht pmznt
Wade House board mbers*
desire for black wmmumry
control of the entire Wade House
operations occurred in the
summer of 1963 when a proposal
was brought forth at a Wade
board meeting which said that
the Wade House-CHIP boards
be merged with the new by-laws
reading nhmlm: mnemy
control of the new single boat
by the black community lnd
also stating that al] new board
members must be Chester
mmtns from the poor communi-

H that merger had taken
place, lhe new board would have

n instanty  and  over-
‘he!mmgl,\' dlack

This merger idea was never
brought to a vote, not because

/

of white opposition (the white
board me::en e)umnshsuuuy

brought the proposal to a vote.

SINCE the Wade House board
and policy-makers were and are
so committed to the concep's
of “community control,” “self-
determination” and local black
self-decisionmaking, a crucial
question must be asked to your
readers:

Did the ‘&amrnunu o the
recent Wa House takeover
confront the Wade board ei*her

ts

formally at one of its board
ings or at an informal
meeting  with rd

present their grievances, ask or
demand for legitimate and
immediate changes and even ‘o
demand membership on the
board?

If these people did so, what
was the result and why hasn't
the puhllc been informed? If

these
so, -hy in heck not?
they want desired changes
in Bne of the few social agenzies
in the black community or do
want publicity at the
expense of helping to kill yet
another organization?
I this small group of peoole
who took aver Wade House
not confront the Wade Hou:e
board before their conflictual

run, only prevent progress und
social justice for the
community.

PRIORITIES  affecting the
black community’s future is an
issue which appears.to be little
discussed at' this point in the
Wade House furor.

)
over Wade House been for the

WADE HOUSE sign burned by militants the day they took over.

t three years when the gut-
Pu.ssm which affect the daily
lives of the Chester poor have
betn decided

ol a rqu racist

nu n — where have they been

these past years in no: sitting

in on the local school board

meeullx‘xs 'I}en Lheml:’nle and

very lives of our children are
dezkd every two weeks?

And just where were wu
“leaders” when the city coul
meetings were held, the wbllc
housing board - meetin,
Cmr urban renewal board

at thuse racist insti-
mnou vluch are really
wrecking the physi
fiber of every Chester citizen
and most certainly the black
rmnm ity?

Yﬂ t here is simply lnd
tragically that the real decision
which vitally affect the h'es.

welfare and existence of the
bl.ok community are else
within the walls of vlnde

i lhex participants of the
Wade House takeover have no:
spent an equal amount of
energy, commitment and guts
attacking  those institutions

the butter, then these *

are taking the easy way
pick off Wade House, 'cause it's
there, it's vulnerable, and it's

‘cal they
-mdd have m.cn vhnz ‘uy
then tnere

couian’t
Iuvebteulﬂ&h

munn:l priority is to
differentiate between “Black is
huudnd" “Black is always
beautiful.” Hence, those wao are
now call them:

C
public) those mmw’m Negro
itical hacks and Uncle Tom

Y
Where is the pressure on them?
Another implication by those

folks who have thus far spoker
out one way or the other during
the Wade House takegver is that
all whites simply do not have
the ‘‘understanding, '
** or the “empathy™
what

the immediate and legitimate
needs of the American black

wmmum:y
which says that

'hlm sim; dan know where
it's at 'Mn it comes to really
ing the score, I reply that

this is an insult to real black

never was an Indian.

THIS LOGIC must state that
the black American can't
u%hamue and cry with the

Thote famly was wiped out
napalm because the black hs
:mi(\rlzmt skin color, culture

Where does_this
sensitive Nack nunbﬂ a?‘xkvnly
dentifying hopeless
umlnﬂn And el'phudea of the
merican Puerto Rican and
Mexiun? The P\nm Rkn um
American

common uwtheNmne vnlne:‘
and cnsmuu from m mother

country, but they're still getting
me sbnn end of the stick every
'm h\'dty logic here must
say that because the black man
his mother African
language, customs and tradi-
tions his skin may
be so much different from that
Puerto-Rican, that
the black man doesn’t Kknow
what's going on.
How ridiculous can you get?
MSSRS. Robert Woodson and

f:

Richard James were quoted in
the Daily Times as stating that
the “tactics used by the mili-
tants should not influence the
response fo the mne of control.

the legitimate

of the bilack
community.

They don't know the flexibility

and willingness of the present

Wade House board to achicve
the

majority i
of public and prirate agercy

nNAu.Y. 1 want to state that
1 hold no brief for the Chester
Friends

past executive director of

Wade House, 1 was
with the amount and practices
of funding by
Friends Mee!

However, it
stated that since Muﬁ!l\nll
but wealthy, reli group
put hundreds

oster Inc.
(Plan de Padrinos)
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