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SOME (VEAY)RANOM THOUSHTS on CHIP PROIRAMS
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| ; Listed in no particular order and for L.L. chiefly
;¢

'

I. Dreamatics Repertory

Robin Hart's Chester Rmmmxmkx Group is one plage to look for help in putting on
some skite or sketches of CHIP's own. Alsok they might appreciate some more
hands backstage. Lighting, sound, stage design are often fascinating to teen-
age boys (ani girls). Physics seeme to make sense at last when applied to
electronic reproduction, or faking the noise of a rattling shutter in e play.
What color does one get with a red gelatin over a yellow spot focussed on
tri-colored, splash-dotted flats ? “here should the olivets go? And what
pockets do we have in this light-board 7 How can we fake fireplace bricks 7 Ete.

There ies also an integrated repertory group (or was last yr. & I think it still
operates) at the ‘edia Fellowship House.

1 cannot promise anything from Sw. Playere Club, despite my position there. It is
not an integrated elub. I could poseibly teke a few kids to work nighte to show them
a big light board, 87,000 worth of stereophonis souni equipment & how it works, how
we mix paints for flats, but only a few at a time because we really work & there are
never enuf hours for everything. I could sometimes take an integrated group to a
Tues. nite dress rehearsal (free) when there ie a play they'd like. I think Skipper
(‘e L. Webater, Jr. to you) would let an integrated group of moderate size come to
dress rehearsal of KISS ME, KATE on &he last Sat. of Nov., or the last Fri., esp. if
the group contained several Sw. kide whose parents belong to the Club, as many do.
Sorry about the stuffy race relations poliey of the Clubs it isn't in the by-lawe of
course, but,like the Swim Club, the members cean't take large doses of other skins. I
don't want to put my husband on the spot, either.

Backetagze work is fun, good training, an outlet for energy, a place for many skille,
sone that people don't know they heve. And of course, sometime we might put on plays
ourselves. Fome poesibilities in traveling stages. Can turn a school cafeteria into
aa theater-in-the-round.

For a very occasional Sat. evening's entertainment Nosebs; Dramatics is fun. Will
explain term, if unfamiliar to you.

II. Musie :
lan who teaches music at Swarth High is member of Chester Musician's Union,
which has progran to interest young people in live music. Investigate possibilities.

Could we get school or other inetruments for Jazz combo ? Can get various
local high school combos or guitar buffs to perform at ¥ade House on Sat. nite.
Turn room into Coffee House or Discotheque once in a while ? Some college kids
would help with thie, I'm sure. Also Bruce Lee & friends of Swarthmore High.

If we offer scholastic tutoring, how about free muesic leseons at ade 7 Get
pome instruments donated, or loaned. The kini of boy in high school who pleys a
hot guitar needs CHIP, believe me, and probably would never come to work. Two-way
advantagee.

A really swinginy hootenanry once & month or eo would attract, I'm eure. Lots
of talent from many placez{ should be fairly emey to find.

111, Wouldn't Dr. Van de Kamp show his Chaplin movies with commente some nite ?
Also many other good movies, entertaining, educntional, controversial, etc. are
obta inable. Not on race subjects, at firat ai least. How about some real PTACE
movies ? Non-violence has a plece in CHIP's social gosle surely. These ere good
when followed by discuseion under an experienced leader. Also role-playing here.

Somet imes movies for fun, too. Wonderful old ones like RED SHOES gan be ob-
tained almost free by schools. ‘“hy not CHIP ' Or aschool might get it for us.
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I think these gamt kids might not find travel movies or slides corny.
After all, most of Lthem haven't been a~ywhere. Edward James, of our dee . ing,
has been all over the world as a consulting engineer, has good novies, and a
brisk presentation. ‘any other people too. If the subjest were Thailand, say,
@ India or Tansania perhaps some of the girls (or the boys ) would like to
prepare a meal or a dessert of the couniry to serve a"ter the show,

IV.Art

~ This Howard Johnson, artist friend of Julius, got free lessons st Eettle~
ment House downtown, and as Art Alliance too, I think. Howabout ,sking him to
advise on ways of incorporating artistic experience in theee ki‘e' lives 1
Also free tutoring here perhaps ? ‘laterials to be donated, Not arte-y,
erafte-y stuff, but real clay , canvas, murals 7 Might get artiste “rom
Yallingford Arts Center (I have friends there) to give free classes. lot Zat.
mrning, they are et Art Center, but other times. 'Yight mean some tripe to
paint in the rield - good. Howard Johnson painted Mayor Jorbey's portrait.
Source of pride, I should thihk. He needs a show ; perhaps others do too. If
he got into CHIP & helped other budding artiste would be good taking point for
mme of us to talk gallery owvners or Art Center or Pearson or College Theater or
other places to display his stuff. Could promote a fewsgholarships for CHIP
artiste here %4 there, I'm sure.

1 realize that somwe of the above makes CHIP more a settlement house than a
work camp. Wade should have been doing thiw for yrs. If we ean, who cares which
group is the agent 7 '

Y. s ot
There are numerous pla¢es to cemp. Or to have an evening campfires barbecue
(by the boye), sing, ekits. 1If they've never sat under the sters with the

wind in the trees above them, they've Leen denied every person's birthright.

1 know vwhere to get tente. 1 cen also procure a limited no. of cances & some
mer to teach paddling. The Srandywine has some eaey etretches, good for o day's
paddling or an overnite trip. The Bw,. Bea Sgouts & other groups have large
motor boats. They could take & gang up the Nelaware (or down), They've taken
my ‘ariner 'roop 4 other people. FEver seen the Del. River from itself, or the
-land from the river ? (ives perspective. And i they canoced thru the Wharton
iract in N. Jersey they'd never Le tho same ngain - unbelievable how wild &

quiet it ies, tho so near towns. Prelim work in ocances neg. before s real trip.
Can borrow 1i’e preservers(the wlt type) from fa. fea Bcorte. I havs a resl in
with them 'cause we worked (and I mean dirty work) on their boats,.

failing olube mey be stuffy ebout colored fellows. Will enquire of my

friends et Cooper R. Yacht Club {only 45 mins. drive, over near Ceamden. A few
boys at a time, 'cauve they >sail liothe, Penguins, %4 Lightnings there. But a
real thrill even on those inlan! weters, 'sause win’ is guety. Olliver Hodgers
of fw. iMtg useful here., (Yo understand that I'm suggesting nothing I don't know
pluces & people to go to for assistange. And I'11 ask anyone for anything if it
concerne or benefits young peopla.)

| 014 Dr. Leuhring would take theso kiis for real hikee, on Appelachian Trail

3 partes of which mee convenient to us. Hostels nearby should be willing to house
integrated group, One near ChesterfBprings in Chester Co., a biz one. 03irl
Scouts have hostel pass anyvhere in U.B., mayhe others do too.

Ioe-gkating on the Crum & other places when frozen. Lots of mk skates
{outzrown) in people's houses, make appesl for same.let someone to teach them a

| few stepe, 8o Lhey feel nccogplished. Big bonfire Z ho' doze on shore. Ditte
* sledding in Chester Park.

| Can sometimes get from Navy (Boy Coouts d)) old PT or other boate which heve
worn-out. or broken motors. Doys seem willing to spend 1, .»e fixing. This some-
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times takes money for parts. Junk yards donate ¥ Navy donate T  Westinghouse
or whoever makes the motors donate ! Boys raise money for same by some pro ject,
i* they really want a boat 7 Much help from Sea Scouts here would be mutually
beneficial. Also Coast Guard Power Squadron, very active in this area. ost
people do not realize how much a seaport Phila. is. Largest in Am. in amt of
freight haniled, not paseengers. Much career possibility here. Lote of old
salts in Noval Home, Navy Reserve, Naval District (active) etc. I have friend
who is freight-loading menager for ¥ & M lines, might have ideas. Take boys on
Phila. police boat, watch diving for bodies. On fire boat for practices. To
marinas, large & small. (Prelude to Chester waterfront project a la Lange, perhaps,
altho good in itself aleoc.)

Know of Negro who has riding stable, or did have last yr. To ride a horse 1}
That's an experience, too. EIsp. to boys brought up on TV westerns ! Have an
in with 2 stables in County where I've taken Ecouts for leesons, no idea whether
could promote a Regro or inter-racial ride on off days. 3lad to try. Lote of
horse shows in County in fall & spring. Promote free tickete for some 7 Watching
junpere from the rail will give anyone a thrill. Jobs here too, maybe.

Man in Swarth. is sonsin-lew of Branch Rigkey,used to take First Day
School cless to pro baseball games. We surely could find someone to give you
free tickete to FPhillies Sun. afternoon game, if Lindsay no longer has any dreg.
Don't boys still like live games ? Career too. Ditto football. Tot just a
high school game, but the real big time: meet players maybe ?

Bowling we talked mamkxx aboutesefigve Lo be an off-time, of which there are
very few....If we could find any golf eclube, could perhaps get greens fammae ['ees
waived at public linke on Conchester Highway. Can hit co. comaissioners (Bill
Welsh) or Walter TWeaver, park supte. who lives in Sw. & is stuffy old dops, but I
wouldn't mind aeking him for this, Again, have to be an off time, Bul real
status symbol, playing gold. Almso horseback riding, sailing, motorboating.
¥Yhy shouldn't these tinds have a taste st least of some of the good thinge of
life ?

If you want to arrange outdoor tripe, the list is endless: Hawk Mt. (can
stay in rough lean-tos), Daniel Boone's birthplace & museum (can stay in log
hostel), Boy Scout campe in Poconos & Montgomery Co., Prench Creek estate park,
and meny more. With the V¥ bus could take select few boys inexpensively.

VI. _dscellaneocues suzges'ions
1. A chef's club - fun and may lead to jobe

2. Inlustrial trips -guided tours of Scott, Sun Ship, Acme bakery, add dozens more.
Irteresting, educatiomal, ranje of jobs open

3. Yuseums: Naturel History hee live animal shows cn Sat. & fun. afterncons and

habitet exhibite worth anyore's time. Mels Planetarium of course. Franklin
Institute of course. Phila. V¥aritime Museum. Atwater ient duseua of early

Phile., “ilitary musewm (ugh !) , small & not well-known but some interesting

Civil Tar things. U. of Penna. museum, and ite free movier on Sun. afternoons.

4, Visit to Maval Yardj often visiting ships in harbor permit people on bom#d at

stated tLimes; airport & weather station; mayve could promote brief flizht in

Tom 4cCebe's plane (I know his pilot). We van hope, can't we 1

VIIi. TRAINING

It mizht be worth offering these fellows a gourse, a real learn-to=do-it course
in sey Pirst Aid. WMy Seouts always loved the goriness of it, the bandaging, the
ecarries, the pressure points. Can get !led éroes S0 do free. Or judo course.
I1've put two on for my feouts, brown belt ins.ructor & all. Get [ree help froa
Phila. Judo Club maybe 7 Need mats (schoolst), can wear pajamas. I know Juilus
knows karate. Judo is art of self-defense, not attack. ¥ould play down kmrate.
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V1I. Training (eont)

Girle respond eagerly to service opportunities, Let these boys volunteer in
hospital wards or to "pattern" oripples & they misht see that they are better
off than some people. Let them know the pleasures & rewards of giving of
themselves. Read to shut-ine, or pick up books at library for them at stated
times. (Thie is not training, but hospital work could be.) Need male orderlies
& attendants in all hospitals. Don't know qualifications. Learn Braille to

get a glimpse of the world of the blinds If any have enul education, xmmit work
with home-bound kids. Eocisl work careers, on grade below college gradustes.
Get Helen liall or someone to give course in speed reading. Get old type=-
writers & have nice man in Meiia Typewirter Store(or someone from Chester ditto)
teach boye to tear down & repair. Would this interfere with a union or anything 1

Other and be'ter ideas will nof doubt occur to you & others. Indoor trips
thet is, tripe to indoor placee, are also enlless. Would any of them have enuf
stu”f for a hobby show ? Paul Gemaill of Swarth. i s megician. He might come
to give one of his infrequent shows (he is "professional” but doesn't do it for
& living.) Let the boys try a few simple tricks to use among their friends.
Bring in an P.B.1. man to discuee counterfeiting ! If there wae insufficient
echool training in mechanicel drawing we could give a short advancec course in
that. Courses could be upstairs in #ade our scmewhere else. Let them learn
how to play bridge froz an oxpert; might be a chanze from poker ! Or chesSeses
Get @ dart board ’ have a contestessehat about the Swarth., Rifle Club & ite
range neer Pittinser ? Heaven knows I hate gune, but the boys wouldn't. They
might enjoy handling a good gun, with adequate training..e.fkoet shooting 7
Archery %.ees] know a man in Swarth. who ie & balloonist. If he wanted to, he

could take them up. Or at leeet to a balloon rally or whatever ihey call their
meots.

If you throw out a lot of ideae the boys will indicate what intereste them,.
& we can go on from there. Also we ought to try some things they don't know -
whether they'd 1ike or not. uany of these ideas could be co-ed, if that adds to - .
attraction. The smaller the group the more privileges one can ask for. Could
do different thinze with dirferent groupe on same night, but net too many
groupe or cannot supply tranep. & supervision for saue.

That about model traine ? Some really professioml set-ups in privaie
homes. I don't know whose, but someone must know...Why not take them gishing ?

Hope this is some help,

Hiw'
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