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Our study concerning the thoughts of the ebolitionists would not
be complete without first considering the thoughts of the slaves.,
The slaves' %thought have been overlooked because most of them could
not read or write. In fact there were laws in most states which
forbade teaching slaves to read and write. One slave master once
stated: "If you give a nigger an inch, he will take an ell. A nigger
should know nothing but to obey his master«- to do as he is told to do.
Learning would spoil the best slave in the world. It would forever
unfit him to be a slave. He would at once become unmanageable, and of
no value to his master. As to hinself it would make hin discontented
and unhappy”. Hovever, Fredericl: Douglass did learn to read by nere
accident, He learned rostly fron his master's children. He states that
he would steal calke from the cupboard to %1ve then for teaching hin to
read. Douglass practiced reading and writing until he was able to
escape from slavery.

Benjanin Quarles, the editor of this narrative, states that
"gside fron its literary merit! Douglass' sutobliography was in many
respects symbolic of the Negro's role in Anerican life", The central
theme of this narrative is %&Eﬁﬂﬂ%%* The narrative is a clear and
passionate utterance both of the black man's protest and of his
asiiration. Quarles poiats out that slavery was to be neasured by its
blighting effeet on human spirit.

This narrative of slavery reveals many interesting aspects about
this instit.tion. The first interesting thing about it is the family
life. Douglass states: "I’y mother was naned Ilarriet Bailey. !y father
was a white man",, He was separated fron his mother when he was an
infant. She was sold to another slavemanster. Later, she became 1ill
and died, but little Douglase was not allowed to visit her during 1llw
ness, at her death, or burial.

Another intercsting aspect about this institutlon is its inhuman
nature and treatment of slaves. For exarple, Douglass gives an Ilnstances
iy, Gore (slavedriver) once undertook to whip one of Colonel
Lloyd's slaves, by the name of Denby. He had give Denby but
few strines, when, to get rid of the scourging, he ran and
plunged hiself into creelzy, and stood there at the depth of his
ghoulders, refusing to come out. l'r. Gore told him that he
would give hin three calls, anc that, if he did not come out at
the third call, he would shoot him., The first call was given.
Demby nade no response, put stood is ground., The second and
thrid calls were given with the same result. !r, Gore then,
w&%&ﬁgLDggﬁéu%ﬁagéggtgbn%%1é§i£?tfg?sgénﬁignﬁugﬁgﬁ %8th?§e?ace,
alzing ceadl; ain at his standing viectim, and in an instant poor
Deuby was no wore, His mangled bod;” sank out of sipght, and
blood and brains marked the water where he had stood."
The most interesting thing about thig is that l'r, Gore was not even
reprimanded for this incident. Douglass sig cites again:
T have often been avakened at the dawn of day by the most heart
iendi?gis%riekg ogian aunthof mine, whom llaster used to tis up
0 a Joist, and whip upon her naked back till she i
covered with blood," HoS NB8 LiGexaily
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The most interesting thing sbout this incident is that Douglass'
gunt had not done anything to be whipped for. The master enjoyed
earing her ery early in the morning.,

The vhite abolitionist did not understand slavery. Many of them
would visit some of the plantations, and return thinking that the
slaves were being treated well, However Douglass states:

"The slaveholders have been known to send in spies among their

‘slaves, to ascertain their views and feelings in regard to

their condition. The. frequency of this has had the effect to

establish among the slaves the maxim, that a still tongue makes

a2 wise head. They suppress the truth rather than take the
consequences of telling it."

Quarles points out in the introduction that if one can under-
stand the conditions of black people in slavery, one will have a better
insight on black people today. All of the dignity and pride in being
human ®s being exploited. For example, Douglass cites an incident:

"Mr. Covey was a poor slavemaster; he was just commencing in

life; he was only able to but one slave; and, shocking as 1is

the fact, he bought her, as he said, for 2 breeder. This
married man of lir. Samuel Harrison, to live with him one yearj
and him he used to fasten up with her évery night. The result
was, that, at the end of the year, the miserable woman gave
biréh to twins."

In order to keep up their psychological morale the slaves spent
most Sundays playing ball, wrestling, running foot-races, fiddling,
dancing, and drinking whisky. It was deemed a disgrace not to get
druhk at Christmas. In doing this, the slaves kept themselves
happy and from becoming amoral fatalists. Douglass believed "were the
slaveholders at once to abandon this practice, I have not the
slightest doubt it would lea” to an irmediate insurrection among the
slaves". These holidays served as conductors, or safely-valves, to
carry off the recalcitrant spirit of enslaved humanity. lost white
people took thesse holidays to mean that the slaves werce happy.

Douglass was also a member of the Garrison~Phillips wing of the
abolitionists., Garrison states that:
"Mr. Douglass has very properly chosen to write his own llarrative,
in his own style, and according to the best of his ability,
rather than to employ some one else. It is, therefore, entirely
his own production. Nothing has been left undone to cripple _
their (slaves) minds, debase their moral nature, obliterate all
traces of theirr relationship to mankind®,
Wendell Phillips says fof Douglass' Narrative:
We have been left long enough to gather ‘he caracter of slavery
from the involuntary evidence of the mas :ere. .. They szyv th: )
fathers, in 1776, signed the Declaration of I.dcpend-nce wiol i
halter about their neecl:s. You, too, publish your declaration
of freedon with danger conpassing you around',
Phillips seaw in Doiglass a asw hope for the slivas. He #a-
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. Douglass' major contribuiion to Americen democracy was that of
folding a mirror up to it. As Garrison said vhile introducing
Douglass at a mseting of abolitionists: "It is certainly a very
remarizable fact, that one of the most afficient advocates of the slave
populationy now before the public, is a fugitilve slave, in the

person of Frederiek Douglass", In speaking, Doublass spoke not to the
s8lave, but to the American people concerning this great evil.

He travelled abroad to spesk also, and won nany sympathetie friends

to the cause of abolition.

Douglass vorked with President Lincoln during the Civil Var.
He advised the President on using

volunteer slaves and free black
people to fight in the war. After the war, he won most of the
exX-claves over to the G.0,P. party. Three GOP presidents had
political plums for him:

Marshall of the District of Columbia,
Recorder of Neets for the district, and Ilinister to Maiti .




