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On A Black Cul%ural Centér at Swarthmore

Given the basic‘racist§character of this society,it appears at this point,
from the Black perspective,that the most appropriate model for inter-action a=-
mong the various parﬁs igzﬁauralistic in nature.The need for a Black cultural
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cenmter,to the extent that it addresses a pluralistic social milieu,is not anti-
integrationist or segregationisteIndeed,if one wants tqvpromoteﬁ a meaningfully
integrated society,it is imperative thaf one accept the essential heterogeneitly
that ezists already between Black and Whiteyand that one recognize that integra-
tion in any real sense cannot occur until such time as the constituents of these
groups are capable‘of standing independently and determining substantially the
course and direction of their own life~style.Black students are not in a posi-
tion do so at this time.

A Black cultural center would provide the Blaék community here opportunities
different from,but in addition to,the more general social and cultural life of
the College.It would be a means of enriching ité cultural/social experience.lt
is not a move to separate Black students or their interests entirely from the life
of the College.Certainly,it would make the Black student feel more involved
and less isolated and alienated in this community.The fact is,Black people have
trouble identifying with a culture which defines itself as nop—Biack.And the
broblem is intensified in an educational institution such as Swarthmore,where
powerful deculturation forces are at work on the Black psychesoften contrary to
% its wishes and best iﬁterests°

What is needed is a base for definition and re-fnforcement of Black icentity,
an anchor in a White sea,a psychological and geographical point of referenceo.
The need will become more acute as the population of the Swarthmcre Black com-
munity increasiés,converging a larger number of brothers and sisters who share

similar experiences and sentiments(i.eo a strong sense of alienation from the
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predominant cultur%l dynamics here),The absence of a locale to permit the tradi-
tional ex@ended family orientation of Black culture would be ﬁétentially disrup=-
tive foeré&éhoIbgipal equilibrium of the Black community,which might have dys-
funetional consequences for all concerned,

It has been argued that it is 'unfortunate! that Black students want to empha=
size‘a pluralistic model fcr‘sqcial interéction,and that integration is the most
desirablg approach to alleviating 'the problem,! But integration has meant,and
still means to the traditional ILiberal,that theblines of cultural force be unidi-
rectional,i.e, assimiliation.The reality of the present social situation clearly
militates against any reciprocity in the de-culturation process.

Moreover,Black students are in the process of defining who they are relative
to themsel#es and to White America.This activity has heretofore manifested itself

here with respect to academic concerns,To accept the legitimacy of the grievances

expressed previously concerning deficiencies in Admissions and curricular affairs

without recognizing the legitimacy and urgency of this grievance is to ignore that
tﬁ%@ issues are inextricably related.To ignore the legitimacy of this deficiency
is to ignore the fact that Black people are social beings,with distinct and of =
ten unique needs,and as such,need adequate and comfortable facilities for Xsimx
their social welfaregas part of Swarthmore College.

Clearly,present facilities are inadequate andinappropriate.Witness: the re-
cent 'trial' of Domingo and White(charged with creating noise and disturbances
in the girls' dorm) ended with a verdict of ‘'no opinion'! becaus;kéjagggg to the
realization that there are at least two distinctly different life-styles on this
campus.In many instances,elements of one cultural pattern may conflict with the
other.Wheﬁ thisi%ggravated by underlying racial/racist factors,the state of af-
fairs is less than desirable,The inadequacy and inappropriateness of the dormito=-

have
ries g caused undue tension on a racial basis in the past when attempts were

made to make use of their facilities for social purposes.Cultural pluralism is
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a reality at Swarthmbre.The question at this point is if the College will,in cre=-

ating a healthy sitvation,recognize. its legitimacy,and not permit the perpetuation
o g its
of the suppression of the cultural patterns of Ximz Black community.The 'court!
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even recommended that social facilities be provided.

More specificalli,the physical facility itself would be most functional in help-.

© S
ing Swarthmore establish stronger and more effective ties with the surrounding

Black communities,in that it could bézresource area for information(studying,rap=
ping,etcs)for those persons who found it appealing.The parameters of such a rela-
tionship have few boundaries inthat SASS and the Collcge>wou1d be able to establish
healthy relatiopehips with Black youths,adults and parents.

. In addtionysuch a facility would be a major step in providihg a situation con=-
ducive to mganingful cultural inter-action(or rather,mutual dewculturation);in
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that it might be utilized periodically z= a center for programs geared for the en-
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tire College commmnity(e.g. art exhibits,ifro-Am History Week,etc, Jand also as the
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focus for Black fresmen for Orientation Week,The adventages accruing from the forme

er being the absence of scheduling conflicts and related hassles involved with pro=
curing regular facilites,and the rather obvious aestbetic advantage of partaking
in activities that would be engendered in an authentic Black Milieu,

Finallg;the esablishment of a Black cultural house would be visible proof to
prospecfive Black freshmen that Swarthmore is indeed in the proeess of ridding ite
self of its cultural arrogance,is earnestly attempting to redefihe itself with re-
spect to Black people and thelr neéds,and in so dding,adapting jtself to a new si-

tuation in the Swarthmore tradition of solid progressivism:vision.

don a. mizell
july 1969 |
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