b : WHY WE CAN'T WAIT

The first Black student probably came to Swarthmore around 1942, It's
hard to track down this precedent-setting history-making event in the
Swarthmored» because very little written evidence exists, and this history
must be shriouded, therefore, by hearsay, recollection and uncertainﬁy.
Before that date, there were a number of frustrated efforts to desggrate
the college and break the color line that had existed by gemtlemen's agree-
ment, True illustrations may shed light on this point.

In his Memoirs, Charles J, Darlington, 1915, relates the story that
his Swarthmore Dean of Men, William A, Alexander, told him of Black ad-
missions at Swarthmore, 1905 style. The college had unknowingly accepted
& very light-skinned Negro male because the admissions information was
gathered from filled-out questionnaires and from photographs", without
the now required interview. As Charles Darlington recounts it:

When he arrived it was found that he was a Negro boy., His
picture was shaded in such a way that this fact had not been
obvious. The college was in an embarrassing quandary. No
Negroes had ever been admitted. As "Alec" said, "It just
wasn't done." After much heart searching by the college
administration and probably somec members of the Board, the
boy and his parents were told that an error had been made,
fhe college was very sorry but he could not be permitted to
enter,

Everett Lee Hunt in the Revolt of the College Intellectual gives us
a glimpse into Depression-style Swarthmore Black admissions, Everett Hunt
narrates:

In 1932 a Negro from a Philadelphia High School decided to
apply to Swarthmore, He was a prominent athlete; had a
good background in classics, his major interest; was
president of the studéent govermment and popular with his
fellows; and; except for his color, was a logical candi-
date for open scholarship. The admission of colored stu-
dents had never been approved by the Board of Managers,
and so the Admissions Committec referred the application
to the Board., After a long discussion it decided by a
large majority that Negro students could not yet be ad-
mitted to a coeducational college like Swartimore. Their
admission would raise too many problems and create too
many difficulties., Therc was general satisfaction at

the happy solution presented by Dean Speight, just arrived
from Dartmouth, when he got the boy accepted there with a
large scholarship. A men's collegc scemed just the place
for him.

No doubt, its embarrassing for a GQuaker school like Swarthmore to
have racial skelctons in the closet. The Quakers, one of the first group
to come out against slavery, have long had a social activist crced which
rvins dircctly counter to the racial skXeletons in the closet of Quaker
swarthmore College. The Faith and Practice of the Philadelphia Yecarly
Meeting voicos the social concern that Fricnds have traditionally had in
racial justice,
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The' plight of native races and disadvantaged groups in Africa,
£ India, Asia, Europe and America which so heavily weighted upon
. - the minds and hearts of members of the Commission on Racial
Justice, places both a responsibility and opportunity before
-the Society of Friends. Misunderstandings and bitterness
which divide economic groups and national governments rests

in no small measure upon race prejudice. If the causé¢s of
industrial and international wars are to be removed, cffec~
tive work must be done in improving the status of disadvan-
taged groups. . ; : :
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Wnat SASS endeavors by presenting ite demands is to close the gap at
varthmore between faith and practice and thus help the college reach its
ill potential as an educational dnstitution in the professed service of
Jbetter American society., This will come about by providing talented
aack youths with the academic competence to function on two levels.
Because of its intense and rigorous educational expericnce, Swarthmore
College could be a training ground for Black scholars and Black leaders.,
Black Swarthmore alumni could one day be working at the frontiers of
knowledge in Black studies, doing the new scholarship and uncarthing a
vital body of knowledge. Swarthmore could give its Black alumni the
intellectual discipline and analytic powers 'to look at the hard, complex
issues ‘that B lack lcadership will encounter in future years. This is
the aim of the SASS demands. ' : '
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In order to be Black .schelars:andaBlack leaders, however, Swarthmore
Black college students will have to posscsse viable Black identities, a
stnse of group pride and destiny which can-only come about through in-
dividual Bollaanalysis and self-definition. In a predominately white
College like Swarthmore, the Black students group plays a very important

céunter_~ soclalization role in nuturing the viable selfhcod for productive.
From thls goals flows the rationale for Black students at Swarthmore and
t%e legitimacy of SASS. ' '

i This is a necessary conclusion that thinking Black students are
coming to, . Thus SASS enjoys the passive if not the active SUpPport G
vilrtually all the Black students on campus. To illustrate this point,
afber student. council endorsed the orginal SASS demands and certain
wh&te administrators were sugeesting that SASS was an illegithmate, un-
rgpresentativo organization,the group conducted an internal poll and
found that all but six of the Black students on the campus were willing
toﬁgo on record as- SASS members. White Swarthmore was shown that some
of%there best friends are not Negroes,
brd ! S < "

;* On a campus that professes to be literal and enlightened, whi ', dogs
'SASS encounter so.. much resistance and misunde¢rstanding in its goals of
s¢lf -definition and self-det¢rmination for Black pcople: A great deal
of the answer lics in faet that the College suffers from white liberal
mind set on 'race realtions. By that we mean that Swarthmore .College
25 an institution has @ "Love me, I'm 2 liberal® approach to race
rdlations that Phil Ochs in Concert satirizes. In other words, because
the College was Tounded under Quaker aecgis, and because its administrators
raise money for Wade Housec, and because its faculty helps run Upward Bound,
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ana bocause its studonts tutor. Chester Kids, 1ily white Swarthmore automats
ically assumes iths the racial scene ang doing the best it can. White
liberal Swarthmore has been content to push for racial Justice and Black
sclf-determination in Chester, or Philadelphia, or Media, rather than in
its own backyard. Black Power is good in Chester, but bad in the campus.,

The racism of the outer white society stops at the edge of college property,,

because Swarthmore College, a small Co-e¢ducationa] LIBERAL Wéberal B
11 miles southwest of Philadelphia, because the campus community is one
big happy racial family. :

How long can basically descent people 1ull themselves into the fragile
and status ‘quo complacency of rosy-cyed saccharine ¢Xistgnee, where EVETY -
body is supposadto be color blind and and unpre judiced? This fantasy
world can never exist in & society that was nutured on racism and in
which it still runs rampant. Very few, if any, white pcople in con-
temporary America have Or can elude the racist virus because it is
ubiquitous and deep-seated. But there is one hope, there is a way to
work ourselves out of this sad dilemms ~to face the hard, cold, cruel
reality of the. racial crisis e : : S e

Because the vague and accusatory word racist - - connotes an o¥ert, .
virulent bigot clubbing poor defensecless Negroes, white liberals concorned
with social Justice don't like to see the term bandied about, Doubtless,
this is a typiecal Swarthmore reaction, Becausec some of our best friends ;
are white liberals, many SASS members are careful with their racial labels,
Yet to many "Love me" liberals, the term white liberal itself must seen
at times an epithety Whatever the label, al1l are members of the Master
Race in a society in which the legitimated belief in the inferiority of
Blacks is deceply ingrained, and bervasive., Bvery white is not ‘to blams
for a racist‘America, but every white is in some -degree responsible.

ThusISwarthmore College, the liberal Quaker school has a responsible
to combat racism and advancée racial equality. We hope that President

Smith and-Swarthmore College will not turn their backs on the greagter
erisis of this century e e
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SASS proceeds with a clear conscience, can Swarthmore Cellege?

The SwarthmorqAAfro«Amoricah_Studentsf Society
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