UBERL
LOLLEGE

Q%@ﬂfﬁﬁ}ﬂ#}@fﬁy @;{fdﬁﬁy

ROLAND M. BAUMANY

Baumann, Roland M.. Constructing Black Education at Oberlin College : A Documentary History. Athens, OH, USA: Ohio University Press, 2010. ProQuest ebrary. Web. 5 December 2014.
Copyright © 2010. Ohio University Press. All rights reserved.




Chio University Press, Athens, Ohio 45701
www.ohioswallow.com
© 2010 by Ohio University Press
All rights reserved

To obtain permissien to quote, reprint, or otherwise repruduce or distribute

material from Qhio Univerﬂit}r Press publicatinns. plEESE contact our rights

and permissions department at (740) 599-1154 or (740) 593-4536 (fax).

Printed in the United States of America

Ohio Univers it'}r Press books are printed on acid -free paper G T™

16151413121110 54321

Li brary of Cnngress Catﬂlcging—in—Pu hlication Data
Baumann, Roland M.

Ceonstructing Black education at Oberlin College : a documentary history / Roland M.

Baumann.
p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 978-0-8214-1887-1 (he : alk. paper)

[. Oherlin College—History. 2. African Americans—Education—COhio—Oherlin—
History—Igth century. 3. African Americans—FEducation—Ohio—Oberlin—History—
20th century. 4. College integration—Ohio—Oberlin. I. Title.

1 D4168.9.B38 2009

978.771'29—dc22

2009028715

Baumann, Roland M.. Constructing Black Education at Oberlin College : A Documentary History. Athens, OH, USA: Ohio University Press, 2010. ProQuest ebrary. Web. 5 December 2014.
Copyright © 2010. Ohio University Press. All rights reserved.



Cﬂnstruffr'ng Black Education at Oberlin {:'ﬂﬁege

Oberlin College also participated in a multicollege program. In 1964, a coalition of

liberal arts colleges—Antioch, Carleton, Grinnell, Occidental, Reed, and Swarthmore—
submitted to the Rockefeller Foundation a “proposal for an inter-college effort to
achieve improvements in education and educational opportunity for American Negro
students,”''* The foundation responded with authorized grants totaling, over several
years, about $1,950,000. l:ﬂf this total higure, Oberlin received two grant awards of
$275,000 each, the first in 1964 and the second in 1967.)"** The foundation did not
fund the six-college group proposal as written, drawing instead on the model of grants
to individual institutions established by four southern universities in an earlier round
of funding''® Oberlin’s comments and position on group funding may have figured
in the foundation’s decision to approve parts of the group proposal but to fund each
of the colleges individually rather than collectively.'"®

On the basis of the April 1, 1964, resolutions, the foundation expected the colleges
to give special emphasis to increasing the “discovery of talented Negro and other
minority group students, to address the issue of gender, and to further focus on the
education of black males “to help overcome the comparatively low proportion of Negro
boys who seek college education””''” Because the grants allowed some flexibility in
how the money was to be spent, the elite colleges developed programs that varied in
emphasis."*® Carleton College focused its attention on providing sixty minority schol-
arships,''® At Reed College—where changing the existing “assumptions as to what an
ideal education should be like” proved difhcult—the enrollment of fewer than forty
black students created a “black studies crisis”'** Occidental College, for its part,
planned to give “some attention to ... Mexican American students” as well,'*!

It is striking that Oberlin College had declined to participate in the collective pro-
posal. Its leaders did not think that a “group effort on this problem” would lead to
greater success,'** Of course, Oberlin’s status as a pioneer in black education led the
college sometimes to separate itself from this group. For example, the SEOP was
unique i its focus on middle school students (ages thirteen and fourteen )—a college-
bound program faculty called “Middle Start’'?* Oberlin College also stood out in the
college program funded by Rockefeller Foundation in its willingness to take risks
when admitting African American students,'**

Like the other six participating schools, however, Oberlin College expended most
of its Rockefeller Foundation funding on scholarships. Of the $275,000 grant received
in 1904, the college directed $240,000 to financial aid. In the first year of the grant pe-
riod, the college awarded Rockefeller scholarships to fifty-eight students, more than
at any other participating college.'*® By 1967, there were eighty-seven black students
on campus, including thirty-three students from the Rockefeller-funded program,
whereas in 1963, Oberlin had had only nineteen minority students enrolled in both di-

visions of the cnlleg{f.”*
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Reclaiming Equal Educational Opportunity, 1960—85

Many selective colleges spent large amounts on financial aid for black students, but
there was always an “intense competition for the really good Negro high school gradu-
ates and each of the more Prtstigic-us cnllegfs ﬁnaﬂy [gi:-t] fewer than it would [h;we
been] glad to take and assist financially”'* In many cases, promising black students
who were admitted to small liberal arts colleges attended Ivy League universities in-
stead."*® Nevertheless, the Rockefeller grants helped increase the numbers of African
Americans applying to participating schools and ultimately contributed to rewriting
the missions of some of these institutions,'*® Some colleges, like Carleton and Reed,
recruited minority students because of their scholarly abilities; their faculties were
not prepared to explore new possibilities or to embrace students representative of
the counterculture.

The Rockefeller Foundation decided not to renew Oberlin's grant in 1969. The
foundation staff wrote that it was “compelled to hope that the many institutions that
have now become interested in diversifying their student bodies will be prepared to
commit more of their own resources and of their fund raising from their own con-
stituencies to the necessary support of disadvantaged students, and also that they will
put increased pressure on the Congress to appropriate more adequately for this pur-
pose.”'* Congress did authorize funding for the Department of Education’s Upward
Bound program, in which Oberlin College was a participant from 1977 through z003.'

Oberlin's Rockefeller funds began to run out in 1972, but the college allocated
some of its own operational funds to sustain more limited programs, including sum-
mer remedial education for admitted African American students.!** Oberlin also took
part in a 1989 minority scholar-in-residence program in coordination with nineteen
participating schools, including five of the original Rockefeller grant institutions.'**

The SEOP was an embryonic project, providing program experience in minority
recruitment, development services, and cross-cultural programs, At its core, however,
the program was not Afrocentric, for it also opened the door to disadvantaged white
students and Puerto Ricans who did not look like or think like the college’s more
privileged majority. Although the SEOP embraced an integrationist model in which
assimilation was a dominant value, many students chose to stick with members of
their own race and sidestepped the difhcult issues of intercultural contact. Document
zo sets forth the course of action taken by Oberlin College to make education more
accessible to economically disadvantaged students, to assist them toward success, and

to reallocate portions of the financial aid I:-udgtt toward black and Latino students,
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