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Swarthmore. Their admission would raise too many prcblems
and create too many difficulties. There was general satisfac-
tion at the happy solution presented by Dean Speight, just
arrived from Dartmouth, when he got the boy accepted there
with a large scholarship. A men’s college seemed just the place
for him. The question of admitting Negroes to Swarthmore
did not become acute again until the year before John Na-
son’s inauguration as president. In 1940 a Student Committee
on Racial Relations was organized with the avowed purpose
of bringing about the admission of Negro applicants. The
students began with a program of recitals by Negro perform-
ers, and with exhibitions of Negro art, painting, and sculpture.
They had a number of meetings with speakers furnished by
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People. \

When President Nason came into office, the students
sent him a merhorandum requesting him to begin his adminis-
tration with active attempts to secure the admission of Ne-
groes, Remembering some remarks of President Aydelotte
about the danger of trying to fight all battles on all fronts at
once, President Nason replied that the question seriously in-
terested him, that he hoped to do something about it later,
but that he could not tackle it immediately. Then the war
came, and all of his efforts were absorbed just in keeping the
school going on the year round basis that the war de-
manded. After about three years, as the course of the war led
to more and more arguments about the future of oppressed
minorities in the world, President Nason thought the time had
come to raise the question again, He therefore presented to
the Board of Managers the memorandum presented to him by
the students; to his great delight and to the delight of the stu-
dents, the Board by a very substantial majority passed a reso-
lution changing the admission policy to permit the admission
of students regardless of race, color, or creed. There was no
great rush of Negro applicants, either qualified or unqualified.
Probably the cost of going to college at Swarthmore made it
out of the question for most applicants, and there were no
scholarships specifically for Negro students. Gradually, how-
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ever, there were from three to five Negro applicants a year, of
whom two or three would turn out to be sufficiently well quali-
fied to be admitted. The Admissions Committee felt that it
would not be doing a Negro student a favor to admit him if his
general record showed that his chances of graduation were
very small. On the other hand, they did perceive that they
often needed to recognize superior motivation in a student
who had lacked earlier opportunities but who, by reason of
great ambition and industry, wished to make the attempt to
come to such a college as Swarthmore. From time to time the
Student Race Relations Committee has written letters to
schools in the South and sometimes to schools in other sections
of the country that had a large proportion of Negro students,
urging them to apply to Swarthmore.

Representatives of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People have talked to Negroes in south-
ern schools about the advantages of coming north, and the
Association has been able to raise a considerable amount of
money to offer scholarships for this purpose. Some Swarth-
more graduates have worked in this capacity, but they have
not been able to interest many students in applying to Swarth-
more. The small number has led some Swarthmore students to
accuse the Admissions Committee of being especially restric-
tive about Negroes. This is not true. The committee has been
inclined to give the benefit of the doubt as much to Negro
applicants as it always has to the children of Quakers and
alumni. The number of American Negroes has been supple-
mented over several years by about a dozen students who
have come from Nigeria or the Gold Coast. Most of these stu-
dents were graduates of English schools and have passed ma-
triculation examinations for the English universities. On the
whole, they have been very successful both academically and
socially. There has been no attempt to limit the social activi-
ties of the colored students, and colored and white students
have mingled freely at dances; inevitably, students have been
drawn together across race lines, perhaps in the beginning by
their idealism and their desire to show a complete absence of
racial prejudice. It does not seem to be true, as has been some-
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times alleged, that the attraction of the races for each other is
entirely on the lower social levels. The colored males seem to
have a decided attraction for the white girls, and a few white
- boys have selected colored girls as their partners, temporarily
or permanently. The Student Race Relations Committee has
attempted to see to it that there were no forms of discrimina-
tion in the village that would make it uncomfortable for stu-
dents of the college of any race.
 The most notable area of conflict has been in the barber
shops. Two of the three barber shops in the village have de-.
clined to cut the hair of Negroes. They have said that their
reason was a fear of losing patronage in the village and of not
being able to get enough help in their shops. The students
have attempted to boycott the shops that have not given hair-
cuts to Negroes, but this boycott has not been notably success-
ful. When appeals have been made to administrative officers
of the college, they have been quite willing to say that the
college hoped that no form of discrimination in the sale of
goods or in providing services would exist as far as college
students were concerned. The issue has seemed to be slightly
academic, since the one shop that proclaims its willingness to
cut the hair of Negroes has had virtually no colored customers,
The owner of this shop said that he felt he was making some-
thing of a moral hero of himself in announcing that he would
cut the hair of people of all races, only to be disappointed to
find that no colored people came to him. This has not been a
real problem in the village, for the few colored people living
within its limits seem to prefer to go to barber shops in near-by
towns where the prices are lower and they can find more
people of their own kind. Student committees have also cir-
culated questionnaires in the village to attempt to find out
public sentiment in the matter, but for the most part these
questionnaires have been worded so as to increase irritation,
The college naturally hopes that this situation may be reme-
died, but since the numbers involved are so small, it is difficult
to maintain public interest over any length of time and it does
not seem likely that the barbers will change their customs in
the immediate future. '
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