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Minutes of the meeting of /Black Studies Curriculum Committee

November 17, 1969. 4:00 - Se3e-P.i., Trotter C-215

Members present: Frank Pierson, Charles Gilbert, Harrison Wright
} Jon Van Til, Bob Mitchell, Kathryn Morgan,
" . John Shackford, Aundrea White

We began discussing what courses various departments will
offer next semester in Black Studies, or related to Black Studies.
Economics: Mr. Anderson will offer a course in "The Black Worker
in American Society (Economics 74). The course will deal with
conventional labor economics, and also with larger problems re-
lated to the subject matter--employment, career and sociological
problems. Mr. Anderson wants to limit the class to about 12-14
students, and hopes it will be of particular interest to black
students. This raises the problem of how to limit enrollment.
The usual pattern is to allow all students to enroll at regis-
tration and then limit the class either by chance or according
" to some principle (eg. seniors, majors, prerequisites, special
expertise, etc.). Mr. Wright said that white students should
take this kind of course as well as black students. Also, we
should not use non-academic standards in selecting students for
a class. Mr. Mitchell said that black students have a special
expertise in this field. Mr. Wright said that if a teacher 1is
hired on the understanding that he will teach mostly black
students, we would have to go along with the agreement.
Philosophy: Is there enough interest for another “Black Philosophy"
course sponsored by Mr. Bennett? None is planned at the present
time, but if there is interest-it could be offered. Aundrea was
asked to check with SASS.

Political Science: Mr. Gilbert's course in "Problems in Political
Government” is the Political Science course most closely related
to Black Studies. However,Mr. Gilbert has little or no time this
semester to prepare new materials, and therfore doubts that the
course could count for Black Studies. He will know more definite-
ly by early January and will report again at that time.

English: Copies were handed out of a letter from George Becker,
Chairman of the English Department, to SASS, listing six possible
teachers that seem to be available to teach a course in "Black
Literature” next semester. The socner discussion between SASS
and the department begins, the better-preferably before Thanks-
,giving. Mr. Shackford will find out more information about these
candidates and their relative availability so that preliminary
discussion can be conducted with either Mr. Becker or Mr. Shack-
ford. If SASS can suggest other possible candidates, please do
sc as soon as possible. Mr. Gilbert suggested that if no one is
available to teach a whole semester course, some other kind of
course might be arranged-—-eg. a sponsor from the English Depart-
ment, but with visiting lecturers throughout the semester. Black
and non-black perspectives would be presented in this way. Mr.
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Wright said that it might be better to get black perspective
straight before trying to mix it with other perspectives.

Mr. Shackford's plans for his course in “Twentieth Century
American Fictron"” have changed since the meeting. He now plans
to include Richard Wright's Native Son and Ralph Ellison's
Invisible Man. The other writers studied will be: Dreiser,
Fitzgerald, Hemingway, and Faulkner. Though not a course in
Black Studies, black perspective(s) are very welcome--on all of
the writers. A separate.discussion group for interested black
students will be arranged if some would lik to meet spearately
(see note appended to minutes for further details).

Mr. Pierson wondered how well we are reaching the black
students with information about courses that will be offered.
Aundrea said there are reports to SASS from every committee
meeting, but it would be helpful to have fuller descriptions
of the courses. :

The next topic of discussion was the nature of the Black
Studies Director or Coordinator. Mr. Gilbert said that both
he and President Cross think the job should be combined with an
academic position, not with an administrative position (such as
" counseling). There is the possibility that the three colleges
could make a joint appointment, but it seems more and more like-—
ly that Swarthmore would get the short end of the deal.

The main point of debate was the relationship of the Director
to the departmental structure of the College. Mr. Gilbert said
that a Director would be much happier here if he is a member of
a department. Mr. Wright added that if he teaches courses, they
must fit into the departmental offering on equal terms with the
other courses. Aundrea White objected: do we have to wait for
an opening in a department in order to fill the Directorship?
Might not this disqualify someone who would be very fit for the
post (eg. Mr. Gwaltney)? Couldn't other arrangements be made?
For example, he could head the program here and teach a course
at another institution. Or perhaps his department would accept
his courses as a gift, an additional offering, as long as his
salary does not come from departmental funds. Mr. Gilbert added
another possibility in regard to a candidate in Religion: esti-
mating that the Directorship will take about one third of his
‘time, the Religion Department here could use another third, and
the Religion Department at Haverford could use the last third.
Haverford would withdraw from the agreement if the Directorship
took up more than one third of his time. Another possibility
is a course sponsored by several departments, like "India" last
year. It does not count towards a major, but does count towards
graduation. This might be very suitable for many Black Studies
courses, including an introductory course if one is every organized.
Also, Linguistics courses seem to be offered under an indefinite
departmental status. Interdepartmental courses avoid the problem
of finding an - - in a particular department.

Mr. Gilbert said that there are three reasons for connect-
ing the Director with a department. First, the departments are
the normal channel for hiring. Secondly, the Director should be
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a part of a department. Third, it is a test of his professional
competence. Kathryn Morgan objected: a man can be a competent
professor and still not be suitable as Director of Black Studies.
Two other duaiifications seem to be necessary. First, he must
have a clear conception of Black Studies and of its seriousness.
Secondly, he must be committed to Black Studies. Departmental
acceptance seems to be very secondary next to these two qualities.
Also, we do not want to impose the Directorship on just any black
teacher whether he wants it or not. Mr. Gilbert said that the
Black Studies Committee'will be one of the groups to interview
candidates for Director of Black Studies.

We concluded by discussing Kathryn Morgan's plans for her
course next semster (appended to the minutes). The course was
planned in consultation with SASS. They began with Don Mizell's
proposal and abstracted the ideas that would be tested in the
course. What new things emerged from meeting with the students?
- They want more historical perspective than she had expected.

Will this course be open intellectually to white students? Yes;
it is a method that is applied to black materials--problems of
historical research in folk sources. This method can be applied
to other materials. White students will also be able to do
direct field research, even if they face limitations in a ghetto
that black students do not face. Would white students have to
ask impertinant questions in interviews? Mrs. Morgan said that
she would have to find informants for white students. And if a
white student is not comfortable with a black informant, then
there is plenty of valid library work that can be done. Mr.
Pierson said that Mr. Anderson faced a similar problem. The labor
market situation in Philadelphia is such that he would be fearful
of taking Swarthmore students to do direct field research because
of the resistance they would meet. This is one reason why he
wants to keep the class small. Mrs. Morgan agreed; she would
have to be selective where she took students. Newark would be
impossible; but the Schomburg collection in Harlem would be per-
fectly alright. Also, there is a difference between going as a
group and going individually. If students could not go some-
where, it might be possible to bring a guest to the classroom.

Are there going there going to be any "rap" sessions that
Don Mizell's proposal discussed? Mrs. Morgan has taken the ideas
that are relevant to her course. The class will not meet in a
field; but when students attend a Father Divine ‘service, or make
interviews, or make the trip to Harlem, they will be there.

Announcements: Raymond Day, a black social scientist and director
of the Committee of Urban Studies at Wooster College, will be here
on Saturday, November 22, for lunch and a couple of hours after
lunch to talk about the Wooster program which is invclved in getting
students into field work. Patl Wehr will be here for lunch on
November 29th to discuss the Haverford community program, which

is open to 4 or 5 Swarthmore students.



- English 44: Twentieth Century American Fiction - Mr. Shackford

Reading list:
Dreiser: An American Tragedy
Wright: Native Son

Ellison: Invisible Man /

Fitzgerald: The Gredt Gatsby
- stories and essays
Tender is the Night

Hemingway: The Sun Also Rises
: For Whom the Bell Tolls

Faulkner: The Sound and the Fury
As I Lay Dying
Light in August
Absalom, Absalom.

The course will meet on Tuesday and Thursday, 2:40 - 3: p.m.

The class will be divided into discussion groups of about 7 or 8
students. These groups will meet independently emnch Tuesday at

the scheduled class hour thmighout the semester. The class will
meet as a whole each Thursday for lecture and discussion.

Though not a course in Black Studies, black perspective(s) are
very welcome—--on all of the writers. If a group of black students
wishes to meet as a separate discussion group, it can be set up.

I would very much like to have a group of black students work

out black perspectives on these writers as their basic effort

for the course. A separate discussion group would be very appro-
priate for such a project.

These plans are still tentative. If you have any ideas or suggestions
for the format or reading in the course, please let me know. I am
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This ceourse deseription is intended to inform students and others of the
conttant and objectives, method, and evaluation of the course,

. Goals »=
A, To develop increasing capacity for fo using on acadewic msterial
from the black Lwn‘u point of reference.( i.e. In this instance
e major Opr351o will bs placed on the relav;nbe of folk sources
to the study of black history and culture o

L -
B. To make the study of black folk history an exciting exploration of
the past wlhich has considerable relevance te the pre ext and the

future.

tunity to oxpress their owm

&

C. To give students an Oyfé‘ ‘
expactations both orally and in writing., To encourage the developmsnt
of creative-non-ira d i n :

¢ 53t
icnal metheds of collecting ard interpreting data.

B, To expase students to thes interdix i;landry nature of black folk history
1 5 ties in the
L

>levance of such history to other ethnic:
Uﬂit@d States and other parts of the world,

study of folk history.
preach with special

F. To encourage students to examine contemporary facts and svents, perscnal
exporiences, life~styles %doas attitudes euc, £ black folk and then
i k4 1
try to ae*vixlﬁe the why of the matier.
G, To call attention to value of recording history from the inside-out.

The pursuit of thess goals will take placa in a >
atmosy here which, nevertl ojeess will fall within the scops of {hs course
aims so that students are not completely at loude ordge Whils ike ultimate
decision rests with the inst ”uc+9 each student will be encouraged to select
“.a term project geared to his own urea of inuereuy, All projocts rmst be
completed within a given time span,

While some of the course will be based on reading, awnjgupd readings
will be minimel, Instead, each student will be encouraged to develep a
b;blmugr”Wpy around his term project. Emphasis will be placed on the student's
ability to do independent research. Sincs smudentg are not expected te be familier
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with folk ‘sources, cach student will be provided with a list of such
sourccs at the bBegirning of the semester, (Students will.be encouraged
to use seccondary sounrces only insofar as they supplement primary sources.,
Original sources will be stressed,(i.e. collectng from live informants,
original documents and personal records ete,)

There will be no written exAminations, Students will be evalvated on the
basis of class participaton, the quality of the term project, its presentation
and the final papsr. The student, in conjunction with the instructor, will
evaluate hiw own work, The instructor is responsible for the final grade .,

The course will be graded in accordance with college reguktions,
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‘ i

Lecture I~ Introducticn~ Distribtution of course outlins and sourco lists,
Exchange of expectations, course roquirements. The black perspsctive
aid 4he intellectual cxperience, The relevance of folk sources
for insights into the black perspactive, Dafinition of terms,
Ethnohistory, Oral Traditioral History, Folk History. Differences
and similerities. Th2 functions of folk hist

tory in contemporary
cultures, Africa and the United States.

Lecture II- Methodolooy=- Colldcting data for folk history, The interdisciplinary
ratuve of black folk history. Problem statement and analysis.
Types of pxogencu, The library project, the field project. Time

consideraticns and field work, ¥ypes of short term field projects.
Dia

Suggested topics for indepsndent Levcarchw Jogue,.

Selection of

Lecture ITI- Mathodolc

inforsmant/informants, The use of commnit )esoarces. The
establishment and maintenance of rapport., The.cawsra as a ressarch

tool, The use of the tape recorder, The cultur&l difference
factor, - Dialogue.

Iscture IV~ LﬁipOJﬁ7u'va The folklife studies approach to the study of blac
: folk history, Selected sources: personzl, civil and church records,
newspapsrs, blography end autoblography, i“ﬂLHuC ONCees, legends
and historical testinmony, Icgno ohic | ces, Prints,
drawings, illustrations, phot Interview Aporeach:
the questiomalire. ~Diakogus,

o

ficanca of tho Ix=Slave Harrative Ls A Source
tor yIntl United States, Dialogus,

’

Iecture V- Sources- The Signi
; For Llﬂu Folk His

1

lection Of Black Iiterature
4

Class Heeting Vi= Field Trip. The Schomburs Co kS
blo exploralion of other

9]
And Y"sucrﬁ. Lmrl m, New York, Poss
areas of the Harlen COﬁMlnltJe

a/éiasé Meeting~VII~ D;ﬁlogu@ and ouﬂmatlon of previous lectures,
Class Meeting-VIII~ Student Presentation.-Dialogue

D e ; : .(Bhe next
section of the course will be devoted to the exploration and
presentation of data by students on spescial topicnp)
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Required Reading:

-

Du Bois, W.E.B. Africa Ard The World,
Chapter IT *The ¥White Masters Of The World ¥

Chapter III "The Raps Of Africa ¥ :

ChapterVIi MAtlantis® :

The Black Persnoctive~ Africa,

Bandsberry, Leo,” "African Studies,”

Fhylon V (up”lho ® 1944 ) 16267,

o "The Material Culture of Ancient Nigeria,®
JEH, VI (July, 1921),261-295,
The Black Persps

ctive= Slavery-United States

Douglass, Fre drrwck. NEN«

yo o
L1300

Lewis, Roscos (ed.) The Nepro In Virginia. Cha
Rl

e

Butcher, Margaret J. n ;
Chapter it *1erican Culture,”
Chapter TIT "The Early Folk Gifts, lusic, Dance, Folklore."

The ‘Black Esteblishing And Maintaining An

Wesley, Charles H. Neglocted History. ¥The Treat
I‘»‘nﬂ

legro-Amarican in the gbudy and Teachir
States History ¥

'

The Black Perspsctive- Blacx Folklife As tod in
Iiteraturs, (Any two)

=
9
=)
v
03
®
9
o
2
fale
=

Baldwin, James, Go Tell It On The MNountain.
Brown, Claude, lManch d In ' The Promised Land,
Jones, leRoi. Homs: Social Lssays.,

Blues Feevle.
X{Malcolm, wtoblozraphy

~

Additional Looks availablé if these have been
read,
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Required Reading: (iny one)

Black Folk Movermnts

7

Garvey, Ay Jecques (ed) Fhilosophy arnd Opinions Of
1K Marcus Garvey,
© . 5
Fausett, Arthur H, Black Gods Of The Hetropolis,

Newspapers; (Any five issues)

o
ane’

Begro World (If availeble)

e
¥

4

3

available)
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Most available in Philadelphia Area, Mrs. MHorgan

I: Serizl abbreviations

Af Americanaknﬁhropologist (1888-18?8« 1899= )

CFQ California folklore Quarterly (1942-1946; succeeded by'EE)
Ethno, Ethnomusicology

EH | Ethnohisfory :

JAF Journal Of American Folklore (1888«)

JFI.  Journal Of The Folklore Institute (196k4-)

JEH Journal Of Negro History (1916~)

NHB  Negro History Bulletin (1937~ )

NQ 'Negré Quarterly (1942-1943)

PAFS = Publications of the American Tolklore Sceisty, Bibliographical and
Speeial Ssries (1650-)

P Phylou

PFLF Publiéaticns of the Folklore Fourdatlion, Vassar College
PTFS Publications of the Texas Falklore Society (1916~

RR Record Research

SFQ  Southern Folklors Quarterly (1931-)

SW - Southern Workman (1872~1939)

TESB  Tennesseo Folklore Society Bulletin.(l936~)

Wi Western Folklore (1946-)
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Bibliographies, Discographies, Indices, Journals

-

Abstracts Of Folklore Studies (1963-)

Bascom, William “rolklore Research In Africa’, JAF 77 (1964),12~31,
Blues Research - (occdsional pub,) (discographies),
Blues Unlimited - (monthly) (dis cocraphlab and a ‘ticies on blues people)

Check~list Of Rocorded Songs In The English Language In The Archive Of

3 0y

-Amsrican Folksong To July 1940, Musice Division, Library of Congress, Washington,

D.C, ‘1842,

Coffin, Tristram P, An Analytical Index To The JAF, cols, 1-67,68,69,70
: PAFS 7, 1958

Davis, John P, The American Negro Reference Book, 1966,

Schomburg Colle
ferer

ction Of Negro Literature And
able at re 6=

nce= University of Femnsylvania, )

Dixon, Rcb@ru W, h@ and Godrick John, Bluss And Gospel Recordss 1902-1G42,
Hateh End, Middlesex, Bngland, 1963,

Downbeat (bi=weelly), @n&mo,

Ethnohistory~ (Vol=l~)

Epstein, Dena J. "Slave Music In The United States Before 1860, a Survey
of Sources,’ Music Library As Ccix'i‘ﬁ Lotes (1963),
195-211,377-3G0.

Folk Ifusie: A Catalog of Folk Songs, Ballads, Dances, Instrunental A¢:ces9
And Folk Tales Of The United States And latin Awerica On Phonogy
Records, Imsic Division, Library of Congpess, Washington, D,C,,
1964 (discography of LPs pung;l ed by Archives of Folk Seng),

Fogter, Deman, S. "The Negro In Early American Songsters,® fﬁ;ene Of The
Bibliographical Socisty Of fmerica, 28, part 2, (193%), 132-163,

George, Zelma Watson A Guide To begro Music: An Annotated Bibllography Of

Kegro Folk lMusic and Art Musie, K,Y. Iniversity, diss., 1953.

Gillis, Frank end Merriam, Alan P. Ethnomusicology and Folk Music: An

raph

International Bibliogzraphy of Dissertations and Theses,

Middletown,- Conn,, 1966,
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Sourcess Irs, lMorgan
Godrich, John . "ourvey of pro-war Blues Artists Reissues on E,P, and

L.P,, 1950=1554," Blues Unlimited, Booklet 6;- (April 19465)

Gospel News Journal (Phila.) , .. j

Haywood, Charles Bibliography of North American Folklire and Folksong, §
Vol 1., (New York, 1961) (Billed as a correctsd edition : 1
of the 1951 original., It isn't- See section on "Negrof,)

@ L .
Herzog, George HGenoral Indexs American Anthropolegist, Current Anthropological
Iiterature and lemoirs of the Amsrican Anthropologic

)
al
Association, 1929-1938," Menasha, Wise,, 1940, (44 42)

Jopsen, Jérgen Grunnet Jazz Records, 1642-19562, 4 vols,, Copenhagen and
Bulte, 1963-64,

Lomax, Alan List of fmerican Folk Songs On Commercial Records, Washington,
.D.C., 1S40,

Merriam, Alan P. An Annotated Ribliography of A wmand Afrdcan=Derived
Music Sance 1936,% Afric: : .

. With the
assistance of Robert J. Besnford A Bibliography of Jazz, FAFS 4, 1954,

Metfesses, Julius The Folk Music Of The Western Hemisphere: A List Of
References In The New York Fublic Library, New York,
\ 1925 (first issued under the same title in ithe Pulletin Of
the New Yori Public Library, 28, 1928, 779-830 amd 664-389,)

Miller, Elizabeth W. The Hegro In America: A Bibliogrephy, Cambridge, Mass,, 1966,

The Negro: A Selected Bibliography. New York Fublic Librery, N.Y,, 1935,

it o

Record Research (Blues, jazz, discography) ' |
Reisnsr, Robert G, The Litorature of Jazz: A Preliminary Bibliography, N.Y., 1954,

Work, Monroe, Nathan  Bibliography Of the Negro In Africa and America, New York,
1928, : :

s e Mk e s o
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