
To the Swarthmore College Faculty: 

We have received no ~cceptable' propos al fro ni Pr es i de:lt Cross Q 

After t~nm..onths; r':o:t:; patfent " di5c1ission~ we have come to dOlAbt ' : 

the sincerity ~H -:the Admi~'i'~tration' s co rumi ttment -to f ufif l l 'i n'g " 
/' 

< 

operated on the ' principia' of" gOdd faith. 
, I" ":~ - ' .,' t ; 

This policy' h ",-5 

proved untenable. The black community can wait no longer. \\l e are 
1 It ,0. 

dealing with our survival as black people in a white milieu • . . 
Black people are c~rrently debating the fe asibility of 

attending white colleges, ioe. that a white-defined and white-

controlled educational experience implicitly denies t he legi-

timacy of the black experience. It therefore c annot provi de a 

meaningful educational experience for black people .. In li g11t 

of the lack of sensitivity displ ayed by the College recarding our 

needs as being distinct and leg5. 'bmate: 1;:e have come to ".:, e : ieve 

this analysis holds some credence~ At this point . we ar e not 

at all sure if we as black people do indeed belong at Swart h-

more College. 

We emphasize that the black student population has no 

grievance with the faculty members of this college community. 

However, we can no longer in good conscience cooperate \!Ji th the 

College in any area ~ntil the needs requisite to our cont~nued 

existence here have been met. --

This involves fulfillment of academic requirements, for we 

believe that we would indeed be compromising the principle at 

stake if we continue to participate in normal College processes, 

while we are in fact fighting for a meaningful, viable exi stence 

here. 

As of 11:00 aum. today, black studerr~s refuse to participate 

j , 



,--

wi th business as usual at the College until our needs -are met, 

At thts~ trme _.this means we will not attend any . classes, take any 

exams or comply with any other Gollege requirements until such 

time as we feel ?ooperation with the College to be in the overall 

best interests of the b~,ack commup.i ty at S\'larthmore. 
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