Minutes of the Black Studies Curriculum Committee,
Thurs ay. wa 8, 1969, Sharples Dining Hall, 12:30 - 1:30 p.m,
Members present: Mr, Wright, Mr, Van Til, Mr, Hopkins, Mr, Pierson, Mr, Legesse,

Mr, Shackford; Marilyn Allman, Don Mizell, Clint Etheridge, Al Dietrich, Marilyn

Holifield,

Discussion of the policy ¢ tatsmemt (ap00ﬂ¢95 to the minutes) continued, There
were two changes from the previous draft, Under IV the BSCC merely takes note
of the SASS goals as listed cn pages 3 and 4 of Marilyn Allman's draft, rather
than discussion them all at the present time, The second change, under sl
eliminated the "positive perspeé‘ive" on black people és a necessary criterion
fcﬁ a course to be included within the concentration, This was thg main subject
of debate for the rest of the meeting,

Marilyn Holifield felt it was an importent criterion, The "Foliti@s of
the Urban Ghetto" course this semester did ncﬁzrive a "positive understanding"
of the problems of black people, nor of local problems, as it was often proclaimed
to do., It was suggested that Marilyn and other students in the course write up
a proposal of criticisms and suggestions for the Political Science depariment.

Mr, Legesse suggested that we required a "balanced view" in the courses
Mr, Van Til agreed, especially when taken to mean a correction of past "imbalance"
i.e. the suppression and distortion of materials and ideas, But we should not
require that the course be "sympathetic'--it is too much an ideological test for
an acal mic course, Mr. Legesse said that the teacher could either take the middle
of the road between two extremes, or, preferably, take one side and include the
opposite., Mr, Wright added that the balance might be within the concentration,

not within the course itself, Mr. Legesse thought it was important to try to

include both views within the course,



Mr. wWightvénd Mr, Hopkiné felt that this began to infringe on academic
freedomm»teili@githe teacher what he must teach. Secondly, it produces an
ad Qggiﬂgggsituatign whereby we might withdraw a course from the concentration
after it has been taught because it is judged not to meet this criterion--even
though the teacher may have, been hired specifically for the program, Mr, Legesse

1"« : .
- said that the courses will a "positive" perspective or a "balanced" perspective--
these are the only twe realistic possibilities.

Mr, Pierson suggested that the courses must reflect "sensitivity" to
black perspective and problems, This avoids the implication of propaganda in
"positive" and also recognizes that there is an added elemen£ to Black Studies
courses that make them different from other Swarthmore courses, Mr, Wright

agreed the phrase was better, but would prefer none at all, Who will decide

w0

on what constitutes "sensitivity"? The teacher, the chairman, the students,
the committee? Don Mizell ijected that a white teacher may be convinced that
he is sensitive, while the black students know that he is not, Marilyn Allman
said that we do not have to spell out how the controversies will be solved, but
we should at least rec%gnize that this is an area of controversy, Mr. Wright
said that I,B,3 ("to recommend withdrawal of courses from the program,.. il necessary)
says all we need to say. Anything more suggests an ad hominum situation,
Mr, Van Til said that if we can decide on the criteria for I,B,3 then we should
include it in the statement, Certéinly destructive racism must be excluded,
Mr., Legesse suggested that "the courses should include the thinking of
black people and black thinkers," He said that Don Henderson of Southern Illinois

University while speaking to AHBAC described the basic goal of Black Studies:

we should not make Black Studies a footnote to white S£udies; at SIU Black Studies



. | 3

are a separate junior college, the black experience is the starting point and

centcr of the entite program, ghettoese is the basic languﬁggt English 1s taught

as a second language, and the whole program has been quite successful, especially
2 -

in the social science s; students with very low SAT scores have performed well,

The danger at Swarthmore, said Mr, Legesse, is that the Black StUQLCu progran

<o

will not do the job we want it to do--namely to addr@sr the problems directly

4

‘relevant to black students,

Mr. Pilerscon ¢

145}

suggested that we add I,B,1,d: “tevery course should include
black thinkers and writars,ﬁ Marilyn Helifield_adde' vend correct the distortions .
of the past", Mr, Wright objected: this is not a simple clear-cut matter but
rather the subject of a complex intellectual debate, For example, what is the
"eorrect" interpretation of Nat Turner? Studenﬁs should object and debate in
class with the teacher and thus make sure that alternate views are presented,
Marilyn said that most teachers and students have no idea of altefnative views
and thus it is hard to debate, Mr. Legesse said that the personal views of the
teac1<_ are not relevant, he is still able to ﬁhaﬂlno various view points; whatl
is important is the philosophy of the course and of thm program in general,

It was agreed to include as I,B,1,d: "the courses should include the
ideas of black thinkers,

Don Mizell suggested that we get Don Henderson to speak to the people
invoived in the Black Studies program at the beginning of next year--so that
people will know what to expect and to lock for.

Mr, Pierson said that Mr, Cratsley appears cooperative about funds for

(6

outside resesrch and field work, as long as the total cost remains moderate,

o

Jould the students draw up a sketch of what kinds of expenses might be involved
in field work, and how much?
This is probably the last meeting of the year, Will there be a sub-committee

for the summer? If things come u send them to Mr, Pierson,
g P,
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