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§Suggcatnonu for an AWtcrnaleo Aﬁpr osch for Black Studies

" by Don Mizell

-

This proposai‘éketches anlalternative conceptual approach to the Black

Studies concentration and’is in fesponéo to : = =
(l}thb inadequacy of the traditional Vestern aporouch to 1nstruc tion
g?}the conventiona 1 valu ~01as pf svalent when studying Lh“ Black

con *xumu,y and its e:>:perienceo

Briefly,the Western appfoach has beeh;tg.1inéafizé}sggmen£alize and compartmen-

té;ize xnowledge and the educat;onal processm~auking dlearnne easier,but‘iiooﬁm

plete in the sense that it perpetuates'é narrog,spscializedjdlsconb_nous view

of the information in terms of its relation to all knﬁﬁiedgeeBut the accelera-

ting rate of <&thange and consequent informstion OkplOSLOﬂ engenderad Hv our %

-

technological proficiency means that it is no longer pos iole Tor any indivi-

dual Lo be master of the knovledge avails b]e in any basic discipline.ind as

knowlca"e expands,the distinctions between dlSClDliT s break down,thus ex-

tendmng the breadth of knowledge required to solve pzob7eﬁs in'any one of'themQ
-The organizational necessity of specialization has become 'routinized! %o.

a tremendous extent,Tradition&l disciplines do not model contemporary problens

as students often see them.These problems—-+ar, poverty,illiteracy,racial myopia—-
are of a brezd social nature,and their OlUulOﬁS are not easily segm epted oo

terms of academic disciplines. = ,
' : = o :
The concerned siudent,fzced with problems which,2lthough complex are qui
: - /::s.m.
\éoncrete and which often involve him in a w2y that brlb”,{ﬁﬁ hoWG claiz

humanity inte question,finds life in college artificial,and the division of

knowledee into distinec?d disciplines strixingly irrelevant.He is auare oi ine
< .- Py 4 Sk T St ot

realities of the cybernated era but 1s forced to-live in an ;Q@psﬁr;a} mecha -~
! : : - — : A

nized context,
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qually important(in terms of the individ

- 'SWARTHMORE COLLEGE

SWARTHMORE, PENNSYLVANIA 19081

Biven the inform2tion explosion and the rapid rate of change,the ability
to manage knoulege seems to be the most indispensable skill.Increas singly,suc~—
cessful fungtlonino on an intellectual level consists no% in having a headful.

of Tacts,but in problem.solving;knowing how to conceptuzlize problems and how

«

1

to pursve the information which will pLOJﬂde soVuulopso The ability to identify

and analyze prlncvpleosanﬂ to re-arrange the 1 around nev data to produce mors

.

advanced concepts will probably be the central dynamic for a future vital in-~

tellectual existonce,

Instead of being only dichotomous,instead of atomizing cverything into ap-

-

ible particles—we must also do the Op0051t°~w8b9“t pd*olng

thlngs bacg together again di@covering relatiogships,and going on to find larper

<

and ever larger inter-relationships until we devolop glob°1 perc cption,This
does not mean we abandon 3k ideals of scnolarshipoBut the direction will be

synthetic as well as analytic.We must learn to count up to One,as all other

" nunmbers are fractionso

In ad i1tion, the emphasis on Tzental' cultivation at the expense of its e~

jual, the institution and the society)

>

cousins;the physical and the spiritual, sporecludes an orvanzally 1nt“r~re1atod o+

experience and thereby falls short of a tOu*1,JDanLngful intellecthal exer--

cise.This emphasis mnifests itself more specifically in the following di-
chotomlea: :
a )nind-body
b )thousht~action
0)pTOL“ tudent -
d)class~re@l viorld

It has been argued that this mechanistic world-view is 2 direct result of the

Industrial Age,which,of course we are no longer living in.The total elecironic

e

$r

S

environment we are immersed in recognizes no such cleavages.The question
are our educational institutions trapped by a past-orientation,a ‘rear-view

mlrror’ fJAatLon that: wvill lcad them TJVht to destruction?lae imminence of
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thisipossibility is sométhing we should be qﬁite'war& of e

s .,‘:J:,
. 'Cult’V”B70n of the visual sense(reading) at the expense of the re-

<
%t

e strong emphasis on intensely llnvar acb1v1tv(wr1t1ng

‘ﬁ2x$£1(f£§w

/. = 7’&»/ 2
mining s enSDrlum582y
papers) at the expense of developing other modes of communicating and research,

tends to narrow both the individuzl and the eduecational processcAs Iloyd Rey-
nolds,distinguished prdfésapr at Reed College(and to whom I am deeply indebted)

has written:

.

k Our culture will surely sink into the tar pits unless we learn
-%@ develop and use 21l modes of sensory perception:and all kinds of mental ac—

tivity.We have to snop picking and ch0051ng accoral to whim%e must stop

specializing in either narrow,critical,analytic rationalism at one extreme
- or an wmdifferentiated global psychedelic swoon at the other extrens\le must

be both rationzal and s ontaneous both 3mmn analytic and smaginative,utilizing
9 9

both statistics and 1ng¢ght By so developing all,our potontlalltles we nmight

even learn to let ﬁo,to ride the flux as planis do; resoondlnr fully and ade~

-

guately. to the total enviro meent, groving living,organic forms in our social

structures, L
It night be naive to struggle toward that organic structure as a goal,but’
we can make it a direction.d d;rection is more flexible than élfixed goal,it
can be followed with less grimnésseAt least it would make some sense to heing
alive,Change be*nv what it is,we are going to lose every thing anyhow;so-what

have we to lose?It is jdolatry to worship empty struciures,enpty outward signs,

vhich lack any inwvard and spiritual grace,which is always to be found."

A

It is my contention that while the traditions in the ﬁ%%§§gg;3nt971bcunal
heritage are adequate they fall far short of a to*°],stimu1atiﬁg creative pro-

cess,and often producey & lparnlng situation uhat miticates the possibility of

dealing with the world for optimwa goodiho will contend thut our institutions
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have found-%heir ultimate form and structurc@re the .structures such that no

changes need be nade in the curriculun or in teaching mvthoas.Jould not a more

&

&

inter-related,comprehensive,inter~disciplinary, total-sensoriun involving,problen

solv1 g approach to any subject material bring out ideas more meaningfully and

251

force u}}y”l answver the: 1at*“* alfiTmatively and offer also that such &n approach
necessitates restruoturing our ideas- about the most effective method for convey-

ing the information——-indeed it is a move away from the rigid syllabus,lecture,
@ id
mlduihrjﬁflpt*s aper %ynuTOmvo~£ZL$‘a move towvard maximuws utilization of the

senses;the media and the ecological field in the intelleciinml excerience.The

key is integral involvement in the learning process:.a more flexiblesereative,

-
.

tribalistic,technolog 1cu13y'or1enuci(1@bc applied knowledge)dynamics encompas—
sing all participating. : e :
Fimx The Black Studies program of the College provides an excellent arca for ine-

corporating and evaluaiing these—iLDJstovevcr the plpSDnL structuring of the

(=)
institution may preventi the flexibility‘and unity needed to develop the crea-
tive protrgm I envisage.This is not en unavoldable dilemma,however,provided

the various departments participating in the concentration exhibit the vision

L3S

necessa ry to make such a radical venture succeed,Bumgnrdedsortoloromnmingg -

xnrxuxﬁin Ard if -the various departmenils co--operate with the Black Studies co-

ordinator in a progressive manner(avoiding the inherent reactionary tendencies
in us all),it is my frim belief that such a venture will supersede the present
approach in terms of ‘acadenic excellen"“)as 1t will attempt to expand the ‘def

nition of aoademic rigor by demanding a more organic involvenment and reponse

from all pﬂru c1pat1nr(1.v.sruavnt and professor).Although the main emphasis

should bo on ;¢er"i7 ity,I have outlined briefly scnme of my more specific

1

ideas about the approach to such an experimental program,as possible guidelines:

I.Creation of a different ecological field for academic pursuit

~
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new leOCtiOﬁ and as o measuring rod for changing perceptions

-

1)utudﬂnt informs prof/blasu what is expected in course, prior to iﬁw
formation immer ;ion,This is designed to foment creative tension -
betieen the interosts,cnergy:and insights of students and the
professor's sensé of Qhat 48 functional,In such a dialogue si-
tuation, the profess or’s role remainsy as important as it has aluays
'been°hn is an essential hunan catalyst in the eduactlonal cquaLLone
The diffcrence is that he is freod‘from his authorvitarian role.He
is'noxlonger force& +to- structure conversationoThere is something
about(non truouvr>& but respons ble conversaLmon thCh inevitably
tends 16 force topics of human concern 1nLo non-taditional QISCLD]lw
nary patterns.ln addition,tho topics themselves overlapgThe recnlt

. 35 that the basis for thinking becomes & system of relationship
levels rather than a set of Kantian catogofies._
For the student;dialogue offers unique poséigilities for inVOlamanﬁgx
Ibrhapg the mos?t compélling feature of educatién through dialogue

is that it offers a vast array of possibilities for community or- -

ganizationgﬁs the group dcvcloosthrough discusslon,an understanding
of the inter-related complex1tj of the subject of concern, the need
for somg specialization soon becomes apparentcBut the nced springs
from a éommunal concern,and the épecialist can rely upon & coimon
exbcrierce by which to relate his conur buuzon to the rest of the
‘group.

B, Structure of Intellectual Experience

1)Socia1.Sciences

a . Professor articulates comprchcnsive,interwdisciplinary,problcm«

e e TS
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.. l.delve into some parts of required or optionalized reading

2e.engage in body-oriented information

. _a)local field vork;immediate,to be focused with the reading

around a problem(for other excellent alternatives we might e

explore joining Haverford!s work/étudy progran for community

involvement and/or implement the very fine propostion of the
CEP report for a Social Science Research Center.See appendixes
for more specific elaboration),

3.these findings might be presented in some oral fashion,to

“be criticized in the class.

@, Homanitites

Professor articulates comprehensive,interdisciplinary framework

7

. through vhich students subsequently

' 4 ;ii\ = - ; .'
1idelve into reading and/or any related experience that Tocuses
‘2:7 « .

on and extends beyond it,and prepare a presentation that

s g}relate the acquired ideas through creative means(e.g.

@)

movenent,motion,senses,spatial patterns,etc.) aftor
vwhich follows .
b)frap! sessions about it.These ’experignces*-of the group

might occur ﬁn differing physical locations(e.ge. crowded

rooms,away from campus,at sunrise,etc,) and at different

times depending on the appropriateness of the situation,

el

: The idea is to create an intellectuvally,emotionally an
hysically rigorous experience,with emvhasis on feeling
) O BS J S PR G

. the information.Such a personalized tactile/audible/visual

approach might engender uniques perspectives into the sub-

ject matbter,vithout sacrificing its inherent aesthetic value,
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Heretofore,I have been primarily concerned with the structure and presenta~

tion of informationcAt this point,I wanl to discuss the value-biazs that has been
- ’l k3 , -
pregvalent in the social sciences sgplmximmeoridtroodcormgositnoemeioconuonix with
-

repsect to the study of thé Black experience(the‘Hﬁmanitieé have prefty moush
ignored it)oNo change in any of the afpreméﬁtioned is significant wntil yé
fecognizé thd inadequacy and deficiéﬁéy of our'present models for analyéing
Black peopleoThé following discourse runs the risk of being perceived as ide~
ologysbut I weant to ﬁake it explicit th#t this is not my intention.Rather,I
seek Vo momesketch the meaning of the term BIack perspective.Methodologi~
fcally;our current social science research strategy'toward Black people forées
one 1o constantly invoke a medicgel model to eXpiain de?iéﬁcecIn so doing we
tgiscover! a whole series of fvariables! which covary with beiﬂg Black.Since

- these ﬁariabl@s covary,and since they ate also different from the white,middle~
class norm,wve juap to the bono*ﬁgion that there is a causé and effect relation-
ship existing between -then and our bredictor variable,vhatever it may be--suc-

cess in school,poverty,etc.Finding such a =ieset of covariations,we also err

%

in esteblishing indices to predict deprivation from a series of backgroung
. . 3 . 2 : . Y . . 5 . G

variables,It is in this bit of methodological slight of hand that we commit

our most serious conceptual error e have failed to understand that most of

our significent independent variables such as family gtructurejcognitive ability,

language,etc, are dependent ones and have at least two réference points.-—~the

—r?

world of the testmaker and researcher,and the-world of the Black man/ e seek
to force Black people into an alien mold-~-all we do is say that if the Black

community were moe like the idealized white norm(i,e.the white community)

1Je

Me=

pose

.ence

then it would have little difficuliy.'lhat we have to do,our social sc
plies,is make it lessit different--make it white.Moke the Black man's family

- like the White man's ,and so on for all the variables.Mot secinz him from his
J [3)
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bolly of the Ves téfn world-view sonhoSRmesyd, his iahgu@go,his organic aéw
proaoh to life, eLc;wwthc end result is to ptuce rerponnlellby for poverty

and un%erma~uLevemepu vpon him and not the institutions which do not understand
himcCharles Keiljauthor of Urban )WUCu,COH;“Md : '

“The'urban Negro ma]o‘today may be Everymin tomorJoone has lO“r“Pd to

iive‘with the threat of ifrcational violence;and we (the world in gcnralgﬁut‘ -
vh;tn people in parchuLaﬁ)toquus* devqléi 1ifte pcescr ing stance tovard

the vast,impersonal and constantly growing forces of annibilation that hover
over us He is'fatherless', and as the pace of ouf ﬁnplanned,unchecked techno-
logical progregss accelerates our tfathers! can néilonger provide adequale HO=
_dels of what 3t means to be a man either~-each succeeding gen ralion will flnd

itseiﬁ:in'a radically changed environment.Gency ally,thé‘Negro urban male 1s
useless and expendable in terms of the cconomic system,Now weican forsee the
day when an elite stﬁff oonngineers and laboratory technicians \ will create &
and nurse the machines that supply & 21l our meteiisl needs while the rest of Xk
hunanity stands 1diy by,bored and unnloductchcAlternatL”“ly,we must learn to
make usé of leisure time.The Negro 15ves in a state of compressed humanity5

the ghettogas the population continues to exIAnd,if not explcde;our Jiving .space
must become similarly constricted . The Negro bhas had to come to terms some= . .
how with.a hostileimajority of a different colof that surrounds himjwe are
rapidly coming faca to facemwith the same ; situationThe “°g 0 in America is
Jearning to combat and solve thse problemsoTﬁe sdlutions_that he finds will
perhaps be those tﬂa“ the Americen in the worlkwust know for himself in the

not too distant future.? (pe 193) -

One ‘might argue that 1 have been sohewhatl unfair to most social sciences

wjen 1 describe the intorpretative schomas and agsunptive bases as culturally

biased However,vwhen I talk about this form of cultuxll bldn,I talk not simply

about the more obvious forms of bjas,but abonv that which is labelled 'cul--

e —
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tural imperialism.' The most prevalent.conceptual bias in this country today

is that which asserts that there is & norm against which all behavior can be

3

. . - . . ¥ .
measured.The norms of this society certainly are not homogencous;ue live in

a pluralistic society where norms are still defined variably from culture to

.

culture. 7 e - .

Our immediate goal shovld be to determine the,cultural Lreng;n of the:

Black commmity--to sce hou the vhite middle-class life-style may be in con-

oo flict ey with these strepgths and develop cross-cultural bridges be~
tween thse two distinet life-styles At this part'in {ime,focusing on the acae

demLo manorxal from Lba black man's point of 7vi9r nce 18 essential to negate

the Strong value~bias.The black pcrupacbiveﬁzaeo a view oonthLoncd by analyzing

-+

the Black experience through the Black man's eyos,ought 3 inste energy and in-

sight that probably $therwise would be neglec fed,
utTUCuhlallysth survey course .péears 4o be the most promising appraoch to
these ideaspBy enphasizi .
ing to ?ecp broad ‘overview in the course,the student is_allowcdlthe freedon,
the flCXibllity and the point of reference he needs to organize his ideas a-
round, Perbaps three such two-semester courses would be sufficient as unified
introduc%ionto the field:
éfﬁ Social Science
(W :

O Survey ‘oi‘ Afro-American /L/ /m“

Kﬂ}‘}“'Con’cemurary Socio=fc, Problems of Af“ONﬁFCIlCaDS

|

IX Humanitics-Cultural History

PJ Black Religion and Philosophy

N i

ﬁg} literatu*e,ﬁusic,and‘Art of Black People
> I‘ s
Such.a =t core of courses would form the nuoleu of the concentrabion.
This proposod~multiple fusion of the eforementioned dichotomics,this to»pj/
l

flold/ucnsornum alternative is an attempt to shape the educationnl process in-

izing the interrelatedness of the information and by attempt.-

)
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.
to some semblance of organic unity,thereby making'the‘intolléctual experience

a frue experience:rigorous,intense,integral and stimulating,

&
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