
· The- TolJ.ow+ng,.J,.s. .a,. . .J,.e-tter-f-:rom"S.tuden-t -Counc i ~ to .Mr. Hargadon 
l'equcnating a formal channel of communications. be t ween the Admissions 
policy eommittee a nd SASS. 

To: Mr. Hergadon and members of 
the hdmissions Committee 

From: Student Council 

Re: The statusr of policy relafing 
to black admissions 

l~ December 1968 

Both~ StUde~t Council and S~SS have cummunicated to you their 
belief that it tA essential that S ~S ~ , in some formal an1 organized 
way suc~ as th r ough thei r college relations committee, be consulted 
in questions of policy with respect to Black admissions. l~ould you 
please inform us as to the status of · these deliberations in your com
mitt~~, of any plans you have for including S ~SS in these considera
tions, and of the timeta~l~. under whi~h you are operating on these 
metter~ • 

. S. tud~nt Counci I has been informed that the Dean of Admissions 
has been approached and asked to speak to two outside people well
versed in problems of Black admissions, and that he declined the offer. 
These . two individuals are Harriet Michel from the National Scholarship 
Service ~und for Negro Students ani William Adams, the assistant dean 
at thepri~versity of Pen~sylvania. We feel that ~oth of these people 
might ~e able to offer helpful insights into our own situation at 
Swarthmore and that it would be useful for them. to speak to tbe Admis
sions Committee as well as to interested students. A meeting could be 
arranged, if you are willing. 

We would appreciate hearing from you on each of these questions as 
soon as possible. ~ ha~k you very much for your attention. 

Sincerely, 
Ellen Scha 11 

12. -12-19'1 
-5", . 

Student Council President 



~ ln~"'-fonowlng i-s iVlr. 1far gadon'srep1y 
dent Council. 

To: Ellen Schall, Student Council President 

~ecember 13, 1968 

From: Fred A. Hargadon. Chairman of the Admissions Policy Committee 

Concerning your letter inquiring about the status of policy 
relating to the admission of Negro students to Swarthmore College, the 
follow~ng can be sairl at this time: 

1) The Committee will be meeting next week to make final revi
sions in a tentative statement of policy recommendations to 
be submitted to the faculty for discussion. It is antici
pated that such a discussion will take place immediately 
after the return from Christmas vacation. After having as
certained faculty views on the matter, we intend to distri
bute the tentative recommendations to all Negro students in 
order to ascertain their views on the subject. Hopefully a 
fi~al policy .statement would then be forthcoming within a 
week or so after that. This timetable would allow us to take 
such policy into consideration before making admissions de
cisions for this year . 

2) The reasons why it has taken nearly a full semester to bring 
forth policy recommendations should be clear to anyone who 
has read the Phoenix during that period of time. 

3) The Committee has (and will continue to do so) consulted all 
Negro students--including SASS and its members--on matters relating 
to the admission of Negro students. However, since all of us on 
the Committ~e c~~ry other responsibilities in the College, we 
have had to bring our efforts to a conclusion as best we could 
within the limited time and r e sources available to us. We have 
patiently waited for repli es to inquiries made in a letter sent 
to all Negro students last October 21st, but as ye t have received 
not a sing le reply. (See especially the last two pages of the 
attached letter; please also not that this letter preceeded 
your Council meeting of Nov. 6 by fifteen days.) 



4 _''' The ' -Co~", 'rfi" Lt:C', ·,mc{_ 'tr' helL - q"c " r i -(;1,- S - , d . ' the 'College ,Re lations 
C()mr,i it tcc :o f SASS ' on l~'lVembc, __ 3rc:, a t ,,, hic h time ,,'8 di;3cusscd 
t h ~-,ir jd::.:as (;,', rcc:;.-uitm(:Clt 2nd cnl r,llmenl ( l a t e ;:- i; u bmitt e d t ,,) 
U 3 in a ~cmn randum. ) 

5', The Cnrr;;,;i tt c c has ' sough t l:he Vi C;1.-7S n f (o ther cnll c ge s and uni
vcrsi ti es r cg2':\! ing t he I1~a tt c r at hand u hc):c the ir c:xpcricnc~s 

s eemed a pprn pri atc on~s fo r us to draw u po n . We have al s o con-
sulted wit h v ari nus p rog r ams , c ,g. t h e ABC a nd Trans itional Yea r 

prr~g r ams' f cn- inf r,rmation (n p:r (,' grams o f lhat',',a t u;:-c. We have 
fo und 1~ r u r cons ul t in g tha~ it i s v~ry easy t o gai~ gr~ at nom
be n; , )i ' subjective op~ n i o ~~ s , a nd extrcITie':'ydi ffic u lt to gather 
a riy h'a r'(~n",sed i nfo:!:Tra t io[l ',".' : racts c o"ccrning 'prr,grcs s with 
ri sk pr \3'gra ms, dcgre;:: of d i fficulty of :Juch prog r ams, c sp": cially 
fro m co lleges s i mi lar in their academic pr ogram t o Swarthmore. 
Wcc have," \vritt E:n to on ,,-\E:si~:; t o n t Dean o f ",dm i ss i nn s a t Pe nn, 
at t he sug~~2 s t ioi1 of 3 ~1.SS , actd <'1 :'e cx pc:: c ~ing h i s reply 'tIi th 
wha t '~ve r pe r tinent i nfo:C,iJa t iO ll he ]--,a.::; b2 Lhei.':: i ~ on the s ubj e ct. 
As f Oi' t he i'1:3Si.;' (,]~'P;:( 30" ~ t:: (; orr, : , , ~n(: (" d by SASS ; I hav"~ ~;p()ke n with 

... 'f\ 
her and sugge s ted tha t \leo: cOLi id rn-:-·r e app:..-opr~at'~ly draw o n her 
expe ;:-ti se at NSSFUS after S ,):3 r~hfIiO'.:C itself:, :: I-u· out h it ;:; faculty , 
de r id :u the OHle r (Lcd dc::; :'.-c. c ', of i t s i,L! Tities . (NSSFNS is a 
cl ea ti ng house "'pr.,;c:: ti , ;n fo r Ne E; "'- O .::;<: u duct s throug ho ut . the c ountry.) 

6.:; The t en t ati\i\;; recOlTmlcc-.. d<:,tion,s b2 icg dral,J n up by t he Committee 
wi 11 be in t h ree par t s : U.) :cecol!1n~l ',da ti ()n s conc e r n ing the: rc> 
c r uitment and errol lment cf NegrG stuien t s a t Swar t hmo re ; 
( B) r e comme nda_ti Ot\s (~once:::nin ~; C PJtfl i: ~ (stedent life ;! a:;pects "f 
the expedencesof Nc ~~;:'o ~turknt s i n th2 Co llege; an d (C) re
comme nd a t ions c o ncer n i ng t he c or'Lllbu tior_s ~"hici l, the Col\egc 
mi g h t appropr i a te 11' ;nake to'v2 r d enhanc i ng the op por tuni tics , 
f o r ' Neg r o student s t o ~ r tend col lege in genera l. 

7. I woul d emphas i ze tha t th~ re comme~c J t i o ns the Committe e is 
n ow worki ng on will be ten t ative and non e will be a dopted without 
the provis i o n of o pportun it i e s fo r fu ll d i sc uss i o n , by the Negro 
st u de nt s a lre a d y he r a . 

S t ncere ly, 
Fred A. Hargado n 

• " t! • • ,. .. • • co . .. , ... c ,;I • ~ " .. • ~.. • • " .1 (' e " C" ~ • t , ,. " " .~ co , '. !I ~ ~ e '.J .. .. " " " . ' c ., I' ~ " " • ... • " .. .. " • • • • • • • .. • • .. 
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12 , 0ec ember, 196 3 

To: Mr. Hargadon a nd mewb~rs ~f the Ad~ i sslo~~ Commit t e e 
From: Student Cauntil 
Re: the appointment of , stud~ nt~ ~o tt e ~Jmis ~ ~ons committee 

1he Admis sions Committ ~e has indicated i t s desi re to have students 
serving on a newly constituted rdrnission3 Po ll ey Committee . Student 
Council feels that it i s very i:T"lO): i: ant '::hd t these s t uden t s j o in the 
Admissions Comm ittee i n it~ dcllb~r~t i ond as bOGn 23 poss i ble. We wou l d 
like to appoint these st ud er.ts nC'.·,', if only fo r a t erm of one semester. 
Could you ple ase ad vis e us as to yO ll l ,dlJ.i l .... [,[les ~; to meet with such stu
dents as soon as poss ib le. Th .:; n:: you ver y ~'n"ch ::or your conside ration. 

To: Ellen Scha ll, Pr e s ideht of Student Council 

Sj. nc 2re l y~ 

Ellen Schal l , president 
St: udent Council 

,':lee. 13, 1968 

From: Fred Harg adon, C h~ irman of t he Adm is s i ons Policy Committee 
Re: Possible student re pres ~ntati on ofi the Admissions Commi ttee 

"'-_~~-"-"S- - - -

Due to the press of other business, the Committee has not had time 
to fully . explo re the qu~~ti o n of whe ther i t ~bQili l d have s tudent members, 
or, if so, under ~hat conditions. We br ief ly d i scussed t he matter of 
stude nt representati on at the fir s t mee~i ng of t he year , and while generally 
favorably disposed, came t o no conc l us i on o~ the matter. Since the pro
cedure for placing· students on f a ~:ul t y ccmm i ttees slJbseq ue ntly underwent 
a change, the Committee will certain l y wis h t o exp l ore t he question more 
fully when the oppo rtunity prese~t s itse lf. Gi ve n the timetable for getting 
out our recommendaticns on Negro e;Ll:dent recruitment; I doubt whether 
we will ge t to the matter of s tude n t repres entat ion be fore second ~emester. 

FAl1 
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17 December 1968 

Dear Mr. Hargadon and members of the Admissions Committee, 

Student Council has considered your tentative plans for 
presenting your proposals tela ting to black admissions and would 
like to expresfs its conviction that an alternative plan might 
be more appropriate. It seems essential to us tha·t students, 
e specially black students, have an opportunity to make cl ear their 
position~ OR the t entative prop osals b e for e the faculty mee ts 
to discuss the's e proposals . 

SASS and other black studentsha v e not been involve d in for
mula ting policy to any significant extent up to this point. We 
feel that it is important that they pa rticipate in making policy; 
their role should not 'be limited t 0 that of commentators aft e r 
the fact. Furthe rmore, ~t is entire l y possible that these students 
would not r e ach the same conclusions on these matt e rs as the 
range of opinions b e clea r to tho f a culty from the b e ginning . 
The r e is no r eason for the f a culty to . have to sp end extra time 
on the se discussions b e cause it was not initially awar e of the 
opinions of a ll thos e people conc e rne d. 

Student Counci l hopes tha t you will soriously consider its 
proposal a nd move to make your tenta tive r eport known to all memb e rs 
of the community a s soon as possibl e . Thank you for y our consider
a tion. 

Sinc e rely, 
Ell en Schall, 
SC Pre sident 

•••••••• 0.00. 0 •• 9 ••••• 0 Q . 000000.000 •• 3 IJ 6 •••• 00 •• 0.00 0 00 Q 0 0 0 0 0" •• 0 ... 

'This is the comple te corre sponde nce b e tween Student Council 
and Mr . Harga d on a nd his Admissi ons Committ ee . It is pres ent e d in 
the hop e of a b e tt er insight;.nto the probl ems a t h and. 

Signed, 

Student Council 
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