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Professor Kept Under Surveillance -

‘the front of his
. house.”
.. — Obtained agreement
‘from a postoffice official to
- keep track of any mail to or
from  Bennett ‘“which mlght
- be significant.”
A Boston Informant
According  to the memp-
randum, Bennett was placed
. under surveillance because a
. “Boston informant” had told

yanted for a bank ’bbery
‘might havi
- with the Bennefts.

- The suspects' in

robbery had
Brandeis Universi
tham, Mass., W

taught in the mid-1960s. . .

“I have no knowledge of
them (the suspects in the
bank robbery)  specifically,”

Bennett said, ‘‘but they could’

have been in a class 1
taught.”
- Bennett, 40, hgs a bach--

elor’s degree from Harvard
University and a doctorate

from Stanford University. He L {
- used to print some material

taught at the University of
Massachusetts, as well as
Brandeis, before joining the
‘Swarthmore faculty as an as-
sociate professor in 1968.
Regarded As ‘Radical’

He teaches social and politi-
cal philosophy with emphasis
on civil disobedience.

In the

is not 1dent1f1ed quotes the
telephone operator as stating
that Dr. Bennett is “generally
regarded as a radical.” .
He also asks that the FBI
. “conceal identity (of the oper-
ator) due to position at
school.” The operator was un-
' available when The Bulletin
sought to contact her.
“We are certainly going to
make as thorough an investi-
gation as possible of her

role”, Dr. Robert Cross, the
president of - S.warthmore,
said. :

In “Good Standmg” :

" He said the surveillance of
Dr. Bennett came as a “total
surprise.” Bennett is. “m good
standing with the sch
Cross said. L

“Generally speaking,
Cross added, “I beheve m an
open society.

“I don’t believe 1n surrep~
titious surveillance.” :

- Bennett said he does not ac-
cept any political labels “now
avaﬂable” and that “‘radical”
was ‘‘as good a descr;ptxon
for Rev. Carl Meclntire (the
conservative  minister) © o
some of FBI director) .T
Edgar Hoover’s friends’” as it
was for him.

Bennett said he belongs to
the War Registers League, an
international organization op-
posed to all ware, ‘and in that
sense I'm an internation-
alist.” : :

He said .the only ' active

Continued Erom F;rst.,Pmu peace. dem stratio;

‘who also agreed to “observe
¢ Bennett’s resident from
(nearby)

the agency several persons .

memorandum to .
Jamieson, the field agent who *

while he was teachmg there.
He saxﬂ the only active

peace dem \,\stratlon he has

taken part in .was against

* Dow Chemical Co. at the Uni-

versity of Massachusetts

while he was teaching there.
He said he favors “no-vio-

lent revolutmn ” though he is

sympath to those “‘with
Maoist t cies. . .and even
-thosg, who believe in terror.”

t thmg you do as a
human- ‘being is write off an-
other human being,” he said
.an interview from Califor-
nia where he is attendmg a
convention.

He said the 1deas of the late

~ Rev. Martin Luther King best

represent ‘‘the’ kind of cen-
ciousness that has to be at the
.center of any revolution.”

A major point in the FBI

surveillance report on Bennett

_was he has a printing press in

‘his garage and was frequently

visited by students.

Aided Panthers :
Bennett said the press was

for the Black Panthers before
their revolutionary’” people’s
national convention” in Rhila-
delphia last fall, as well un-
derground as newspapers.

Noted - the surveillance re-
port:

‘““He (Swarthmore Police
Chief Wllham G. Weidner) re-
called ‘that during the past
summer, the Bennetts held a
‘rock festival’ in their back
yard attended by more than
30 college age youngsters. The
chief was required to break
this up when it got too loud,
‘but this is the only occasion
he had to contact the Bennetts
in police business.

“The chief noted that the
garage in the rear of Ben-
nett’s residence has been con-
verted into a printing shop
and it houses enough equip-
‘ment to publish a newspaper.
He does, not know that a
newspaper is published there,
-but he is keeping a close eye
on the garage to ascertain
what activity takes place
there.. .

. “The chief is. certam that no
one lives in the garage, but he
has seen ’hippie types’
frequent: the garage. He will
remain especially alert for
the appearance of the sub-
jects (wanted for the bank
robbery) and he will contact

his_ sources and alert them -

concerning the subjects.”

Bennett agreed that stu-
dents visit his = house
frequently, but® ‘is that a
crime,” he asked.

_ At the time of the report
Bennett lived at 16 S. Prince-
ton st.. in Swarthmore, -and
Wiedner a short distance
away. around  the corner on
Dartmouth ave.

Since  then, Benne‘ttv has
moved' to. a. small apartment

- Bennett concluded.

above Mike’s Barber Shop af
1609 Chichester ave. in
Swarthmore, o
Refuses to Talk .

Wiedner refusear to- wcom
ment on the reports or discuss
any cooperation he may have
given the FBI.

Bennett said the “mpst r1d1
culous (asmme) ﬁar’tmﬁ this
whole thing’’ is that the FBI
would give such . high" cre-
dence to the comments of a
telephone operator.

In addition to keeping track
of Bennett’s telephone *calls,

‘the memorandum -quotes the

operator as saying that he
was the ‘““subject of criticism
by the school administration
since he has taken on -himself
without clearing with *others

_the responsibility of inviting

controversial speakers to the
school.” . :

The operator, accmdmg to
the memorandum, :also told
the FBI that he altered his
course curriculum, which is .
“an action on his part. over
and beyond his authority,”
Open to Everybody. .- -

Bennett said the . “whole

surveillance thing by the FBI

is & way of mventmg paranoia
in people carried out by
penny novel spy tactics.”

“I never did anythmg that
was not open to everybody,”
“““I-would
have told them more than this
if. they wanted to know it.

“The FBI can come to any
course or meeting .I have, or

to my house if they want.

“They’re welcome.”
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