October 25, 1948

'Report prepared by Clinton Etheridge

The Black Curriculum Committee recommsnds that Swarthmore establish
a Black Studies program, within whose rubric w2 hope that the Oollege will

1) produce better educated citizens with a sharpened cagpacity to
understand the dynamic state of the Afrc-dmerican and Africen
experiences

2) provide bodies of knowledge to its students which, while academic-

ally appealing and relevant, have been neglected and misrepresented
at most schools; we daresay even al our own Swarthmors.

International Relations major is desirable and obitainable. Although this
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To these ends the Committse fee=ls that & progran on the ordsr of the
progran would be eclectie, drawing on several disecrste ard ostensi diverse
;
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fields and departments, we feel nonetheless that a coherent and viable progra
of Integrated materials is possible, To further elabbrate, given the individ-
val?s interest and emphasis, a student would formally maior in a Biqc Studies
conicentration in one of two or three possible tracks or sequenc

In the Committeets view, to effect such a program st Swarthmore will

take bcld, innovative, and pointed efforts, Certain cors courses will have

to be developad now for next year and the existing Swarthmore courses that are
relevant ard tangential assimi_&ted into this vital center. The Black Studies
major itself we see as being Jointly administered by the Economics, Ligtorys
Soclology-inthropolegy, and Political Sgience Departrients with the Black Currie-

ulum Commitiee sctively oversesing and consulting that opsration

Inherent in a Black Studies major, as the Committee sees it, is the
presenca and potency of the Black intellectusl perspective. To give a working
definition, we define this Black perspective as the set or pattern of svecisl
sensibivities, attitudes, a reeptions that derive from a personal ida;lej—
fication with or dedicstion to Black intellecbhual : can
Afro-fmerican experiences. While we.recognize th: ;
and does transcend skin color and socialization, w
this is rare and almost non-existent, Because of
feels that Black teachers with Black ;ecs; 2ctives
in the developing curriculum for the Black Studies

_ This high priority on the Black professor with the Black perspective
A1l place a strain on Swarthmors as a sn 11l, white, Quaker school; but not an
unbearable one. As the Committee sees it, to implement this objective the
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Collegs will have to seek and recruit teachers from nearby Black colleges

and universities like Lincoln and Cheyney State and ones within commuting
distance like Howard, from Black centers of thought and scholarship that are
not accredited or recognized by rigid academic standards like the New School
for Afro-American Thought in Washington, D.C., and from the Black communities
themselves., This will wean, morsover, that a prospective Black Studies teacher
will probably be judged more on his teaching ability and grasp of Black subject
mstter, rather than on the number of sheepskins he has ritualistically amassed,
the traditional passports td" white academia. Furtherwore, in order to obtain
a legitimate Black Studies major, the Committee urgently feels that the
Swarthmore Afro-American Students Society (SASS) should exercise a strong voice
in future sppointments, either with formal veto power on candidates or a more
informal reviews ~ :

To insure the dissemination of Black Studies at Swarthmore, the Com-
mittes feels that one Black Studies course, at least; should be made a part of
the Colleget!s gensral distribubtion requirements, and that students be encouraged
to sample more offerings. In time, as the popularity and relevance of Black
Studies at Swarthmore emsrges, ws do not preclude the possibility of the rubric
becoming a full-fledged department,

To conclude, although changes comes slow and cautiously at a Quaker
school, the richness and rslevance that Black Studies can bring to Swarthmore
College and the liberzl education it gives can not be delayed any longer. The
time has come to act, the Committee feels, and act we must.
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