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7 · . , March 13, ,1970 ' 
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._, .' " / , . ,; ., Rober/t Cross 
, : Presi:d~nt of ,Swarthmore Cot'l,ege 

'." I 
:. . ~ 1 resi,dent Cross: 

, .. :l SASS regrets that you ignored the detai led insistence of our 
/" I.' 

, /.' . 
'! . letter of .Barch 11, 1970. Horeover, \"e re,ject the terms under which 

I 
' Robinson House has been offered o . The first requirement you mentioned 
, 
\ is that the Cent~r ~e subject to general College.polici~s and reiul-

,. ations. A Black Cultural Center is necessary prec1isely bec.a~se these 

' policies and regulations have e.,xcluded· and/or subordina ted the interests 

----of black p eople;; it is imperative , tha t nevI policies and r ,egulations, 

ones that are defined and implemented primarily through the black per­

; specti ve be found. Provided that the specifications outlined in our 

.... " letter of Narch 11 are met in toto, a working group designed to i mple.-

.c. ' ~ • these criteria is acceptable to SASS. 

However, the distinction you have made beh/een determination of 

and determination , of access t 'o the center, breadth of parti-

in its acti vi ties, -and methods; of funding the center and its 

fact no distinction at all. ' The co~cepts of self-

are crucial components of ' our pOSition, and if they 'are 

Swarthmore ,College, ( as is' seemingly ' indicated 
. ' , 

~ake this ~e~ that it is ~ot possible for black people 

;,!:·t 'o. exist' he~e in a dig~ • . ~le refuse to be cast as black 

, . p·.uppets in 'a black play wri tten' , ··~ed and \ old out to white people: 
" . ' . ' " ', " .. ~~ . ... .. . &/~~ for the~l~~k cOlllllluni t y. 1. . ;.<' • . .' .. 

~cr.;, ' :' , . .1::' . 2..", ," .~' , j ,.' I ,. " 



SASS 

SU)(lrtiL?17orr; . Afro-AmeriaI1l Stuikllfs' SOcif~J' 

Swanblll<)Je College Swarthmore, PClwiy1vania 19081 

We are calling a press conference to dispel the notion currently 

propagated throueh th~ media that the issue of a Black Cultural 
~\ 

Center,operating according to the needs of the Black cocimunity 

of Swarthmore College is settled;and to inform you that the Black 

student community m:E: here,in a sincere effort to resolve these diffi-

culties,so that we might survive as spiritual,moral,intellectual and social 

bei ngs at white-defined,white-controlled,and white-dominated Swarthmore 

Co lleee,are occupying the good Pres ident's office until such time as the 

legitimacy of our position is acknowledged in toto,or until we are confront ed 

with the threat of legal ,forcible t~movalti.e. i ns titutionalized violence; 

our sit-in is peaceful,orderly and is reso rted to only after it is clear 

that the integrity of a philosophy of Black liberation is not repected 

at ~ white Swarthmore Co lIege .Our repeated attempts to plead rationally, 

has fallen on cold,insensitive ears;we move now only at the apex of frustration 

and disillusionment.We trust that the public will see that ours is a humane 

cause. 

1)support of Black administra tors 

2)support of most Black workers here 

3)support of large part of Student body • 

. 4)we h~ve moved outof the dormitories. 
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S'wartlunorf, .(~fro-~ merimtl 
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al sence 

:~ SwarthJllore College 
'n. . I ' . 

'Swarthmore, Pennsylvania 19081 

Your let,ter "las conspicuous in its of specifics with 

,reference to financial allocations,and its ambiguity and power-oriented 
~\ ' . I ' 

'~euphemisms are once again indicC3;ti VEil of mpre attempts to avoid total 

commi ttment to' some semblance of black. ,potier and black liberation. 
, " 

The deadline ,is past. 
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