Last January student revolt came to Swarthmore. Blacks
occupied the Admissions office and confusion enveloped the campus,

by PAUL GOOD

The Swarthmose College campus
has passed through a melancholy
SEAS0M, A |ung winter of discontent.
Bt naww spring is come 8o the odms
lined walks. The trees—ileshed
with green—and Swarthmore pe-
rennlals—girls like buds, boys like
saplingi—asser! their preeminence
aver the winly seasons of Man
and Mature. The view lrom the win-
o o 1he predsident’s office in
Parrish Hall is one that delighted
Dr. Courtney C. Smith for the 15
years hie was preskdent of Swarth-
mpne, amd iE b one that be will
[RUCLETE ORI R

On the morming of Thursday,
lan. 16, this vear, D Smith walked
up the paths from his hama to Par-
rish Hall, a tall, free-sinding flgure
quietly well-clad in bwy  Leaguee
tweeds. There was 3 crisis on cam-
pus. Black students had hoen nc-
cupying the Admissions office in
Parrish for eight days, demanding
increased black enrallment and a
hlack ‘presence” in tho admine:
istrabiom, 1t was by mow a famalkar
mational story, But the Quaker col-
lege outside  Philadelphia  had
never been 5o shaken in oals 105%-
VAT exislence.

Thie S2pear-odd president bose
havy ermotional burdens as he hur-
ried towand o meeting on the cn-
i whiech nive seemed close o
being resolved. There had been
many meetings, lale inla many
nights, and his face—an  intedli-
gently handsome face, the gaze
fevel and lucid—showed ihe strain.
Courtney Smith's healih had always
been  pacelient, bur bofore he
reached Parrish, where black pa-
per hung by demonstrators coveresd
scwme Acdmdssions windows, he fel
a spasm in-his chest. By the ime
he climbed a flight of stairs to his
office, he was dving of a heart ai-
tack, The college physiclan was
called and began counting Dr
Emith's pulse, and as the count
was abowt o reach 20, the Swarthe
mare pressdent deed.

Wird sprread, and  despite  the
laniary cold yOUng men and worm-
en came singly o sit on the broad
lawmns outside Parrish, seeking so-
lace in meditation, The studonts
had called iheir president by his
first mame and mosi had idofized
irm. Mo, Bundded in winter clath-
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Then suddenly the college president was dead, and in the cold
sunlight blacks and whites sat silently in mourning
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ing, their faces mpt, they looked
like some BMortlserm sect of holy
mvirn and women, pedorming
myalic rile o winler.

Five howrs after the death, tha
membars of the Swarthmone Afro-
Armerican Sodents Sociely (SA55)
abandomed the Admissions affice
but not their protest. They had
cleaned up the litter from eipht
days of oocupation and the office
was  undamaged, the files un-
touched. But there was wieckape
= rubbde of beoken illusions and
shatizred trust,

“We sincerely helwve,™ sail the
SASS spalement, “that the doath
of any homan being, whother ha
bhe the good president of a col-
lepge, of o block person rapped i
o coumniey™s ghetios, ia trapedy,™

To manmy fameiliar  with D,
Smith's career, “good™ anly besan
o describe him, His intellecial
credentialy were impeccable—Phi
Heta Bappa at Hareardl, Ehodes
Schodar at Oxford, asslstant pro-
fiessor of English ab Princeton—anid
he had bored Swarthmore's mep-
ukation for academic excellence io
such a brilliant edge that the wmall
oallege (1,029 eomodlment]  was
consideted by many ot least the wn-
dergraduate equal of Harard and
Standord.

]]r. Smith's pemsonal principles
combined  an old-fashioned  mao-
rality with a lofty libheral ethac that
matde him contest McCarthyite s-
sapelts on academic freedom in the
Sl when must college presidents
were maintaining a timdd silence.
That same cthic made Courlney
Senith an lntegrationist, and under
his presidency Megro el nent
at Swarthmore rose from virtwalky
nothing 1o 47 blacks—5% of tho
wudent boey.

The anguish at his death re-
flected the value people placed
on him in life. Alemna Janet V.
Koch wrole to the Wachingfon
Post: “ho the  mililonts  have
benched a good and valuable man
Yid, el s say Pymchad’  loudly
and clearly: it means the arbitrary
administration of drumbead pen-
mhment 1o an insscent gersan, |
ciondld weeep with rage and grief,”

& Mew York Times ediiosalist
handed dawn his oo menis
“The death of Dr. Courtney .
Smith . . . o the face of disrup-
thee actson by a small group clam-
oring for more black power, ap-
pallingly underscenes the price ex-
toried by these policies of excess,™

The Timess sdsuemphon of
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cauis-gffect relatlonship between
5455 and the death was repeated
in many newspapers. Bul the Times
didd nof see fil 1o print as news
the statement of the Swarthmore
Student Council: “The entire col-
lege comamunity desply mourms ihe
death of our President, Courtrey
Smith. There is o questson in our
minds of blame or guilt; there is
toom only for somow, notb for
bitterness.

The Sudent Councl had reject-
wed a mmplistic, vindiclive response
te the death of Courtnoy Smith,
He would have been proud of
that resction, a practice of his
preachmente. Aned he would have
favored an elfort 1o comgrehend
the essence of his tragedy, since it
gnes bevond the death of a man
1o the life of a navon and 15 in-
slitulions, The tragedy of Courtney
Emith i a peculearly American rag-
ey, devoid of villaing, full of eood
imientinns,  ulftimately  disastrous,
Porhaps it is the American tragedy,

Twao davs helfore Christmias, T80,
Cojrtnary Smith had the firet in-
timations  that his  well-ordened
world might be coming apart. He
received o better from SAS5 which
beszan:

“Merry Christmaz! Enclowed ans
the ‘clarified’ 5455 domands youw
recmiesied some time apo, If you
iall 16 issue 3 clear, uRequvocal
public asceptance of these aon-ne-
pcitizhle demands by noon, Toes-
day, |anuare 7, 1959, the black
stiedenis amd 5A55 will be forced
1o b whatever is necessary 1o ol
laim poreplance ol sama.™

The demands cabled for 0 mark-
efdly imcreased black enroflment
which would include so-called
risk™ shucfents who were 1o be
provided with sunport programs.
SASS also wanied a black assistand
dean of admicssione and & black
counsclor  appoinied=—suhject o
i review—who would enhance
“hlack perpective’ an campaus.

The tone of the leiter and its
mocking greeting seemed out of
plase on a campus accustiomed 1o
the penbee] Quaker practice of gov-
ermance by consensws, and Prof. |,
Roland Pennock. chaliman of the
Swarthmore poliical science de-
partment for more than fwenty-
five poars, has the bo say ol Pres-
ident Smith’s reaction: "He was
confronied  with non=negotiable
demands and rhetosc that  did
great offense o him, . . . This
hurt him birceely, But he mewer leg
himsell be moved to anper de-
spite the affvant o s standards
of clwllaby.”

A reasonable man ines o un-
derstand ke grievance behind a

hurt dong o him, and undorstand-
ing the present necessarily involves
the past; to owerlook the hisiony
of men and fations & o by bo com-
prehend a tragedy without viewing
ite first act. Cowrtney Smith’s serse
of continuity and of debt to the
past was strong. Standing there a
his oifice window, the 5A55 letter
in hand, looking owt a1 the vy
cold on the stone fower of the
mecking hall and at the winter-
gaunt elms, he may well have re-
flected that othet men hed plam-
ol thowe elms as a legacy o the
present even as the mools of the
school reached bhack 1o past con-
cepts of excellence and arder. Why
should that eontinuum  suddenty
bse threatened in his time of stow-
ardship? The answer he soueght lay
im thee history of the schonl and in
his own history—and In the his-
tory of Amedcs, willen i black
and white.

Swarlhmore College was found-
ed the vear bedore the Civil War
aended, above the wverdant banks
aof a ereek wngraciously named
Crurm. The founders were Quaker
of abolironist persuasion, They be-
lieved in the Quakerly ideal that
an individual should sesk truif and
apply whatover truth he finds. (For

CONTINLED

the next B0 years, however, this
truth-seeking mandate did not head
to the admision of a single Me-
s stucdenid

The wmillege prospered and in
1921 began its Great Leap inbo ac-
zdermic  elitism  under  President
Frank Avdelodte, who said he did
not care of Swarthmore were 20
years behind the limes socially so
long as it was A} years ahead in-
tellectisally, A system of seminars
wis developed that demanded the
Wry reir Young id"luhr:; nn|'|.' {arng
it el feve applicants was accepled
and high school walediciorians
wene a dime a dozen. Iniellect
kicked and guiverad imside (e
womhb of Maother Swarthmore, and
she pave forth such graduaies as Bd-
weator Clark Kerr, 12, and Ecosn-
omisl Eermit Guerdlon, 38,

"ldeas were nol part of the ‘real
world,! a waorld which  ewsied
swwnewhere beyond the  railmacd
tracks and the Crum meadow,” re-
calls Harreef Shore Baguskas, ‘6.
“The real world was aciwality, facs.
Time encaugh for facts, we knew,
Idieas were fabulous and Swarth-
miore was their kimgdom. "

There were incursions of realiy
into the kingdom, The Depression
Intrisded and Swarthmore proles-

A well-ordered

world was coming apart

EASE Vice Chairman Don Mizell reads staterment in Parrish Hafl

sovs voluntarily cut salanes 10%
i prawide funds for nesdy ap-
plicamts. In 1933 fiberal girl stu-
dents aboliched sormorties a3 fow
{raternities sill remain odavh. A
fewe years later the campus bouglh
an ambulance for the Loyalists in
Spain and et it chugging off from
Parrish Hall.

Hut Swarthmasre remained gen-
erally at ease with the siaus quo,
as [ Smith eveniually would be
al ease with Swarthmore. As the
years passed, the coflege pcouma-
Lated asspte of $50 million, and R
cumently enfoys a 56 million an-
nual income, (4 recenl survey in-
dicates that nearhy 40% of the shi-
dents* families camed more than
20,000 2 yvear and that half the fa-
thers had posigraduate deprees.)
The Insulation of money and ed-
veation helped 10 develop a com-
munity style on campues—a stylo
that wag high-minded, inquiring,
industrious and a irifle blondless,
The poet W H. Awden faughi thene
in the early "40s and recorded this
impression in a poem called A

Healthy Spaol:
They're ndce—ane wolld never
rgan of gl over
Any contract of theirs with a
magnibying
Class, or of focking e one's el
torE=—als

King and efficient—one  pels
what one asks o

Just what i wreng then, that,

fving among {hem,

e Is constantly siruck by the

number of

Happy marsinges and wnhappy

prapled

They aitend all the leclures on

Perct=War Probiemes,

Eor they o mined, they hnnmrlpr

want in hofp; yet,

As thiey motlce the easth in thelr

MOming Bapers,
What zense da they make of 5
Ty andd hiorror

Who have never, one I con-

vinced, felf a sudden

Diesire b0 forfure thiee cal or oo

a shrip-toase

fn a public place? . .

Whar sepse did ihey make of
the fact that all the coeds plcking
dalfodila in a Crum  mesdow
springlime rile were white, all the
school janitors black? It was only
in the "4 that a few hand-picked
Mogroes wern admitted; and when
Courtrey 5mith became presiden
in 1953, the campus reflecied the
tokenism that white America tac-
ity accepted as the nations Way
of Life. The country was on the
ey of the Supreme Court schoaols”
decision. and welbsprings of so-
cial unrest were overvwhere he-
ing fapped, Yet In his inaugural
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addimse President Smilth plalnly ar-
ticulaled his befiels conoeming the
role of a college in reladion b s
clety al large. 1t was a heliel he
held a8 bong as he lved aned i s
cendral 1a an enderstanceme of his
tragedy,

1 poresnally fime it mesne belps
fisl,™ he =aid, “in thinking of what
‘edpcation’ shapld be, in focus on
thg fneliviclual stucdent salher tlaan
on the society in which Te s o
live, thasiegh the sociely must ap-
pear somewhaore In the |'|.'||'Iu:rn||nr|
of the piciune.”™

Swarthmore™s new peresident car-
ried among bz credentials a ge-
cial experience that eslahlished his
dedication 1o a liberal perspective,
an expereence unrEpected in g man
ratsed in the small lows town of
Winterset and Therealier insfated
i white academia. As a Mawvy beu-
tenant (g0 during Waorlel War 10,
Far, Sevvith luad bisen .|:«.\.||J'||El|'| EBia rirp-
resend dhe interests of Megm sail-
trs af the Pensaceda, Flao training
shatisn amndd lwe had Touzht suc
cessfully 1o get them a gymnasium
angl thelr own beach Earciliflos. His
il By, il antlsr of el
s and  twen daughiers  mecalls:
“Fow I anal a hall vears, he Tived
their life, Fle (el svery insull, ov-
ery  hort o his ponr Lede e
trhed  desperately e help ihem
Arel he had greal resgect for e
keacling citizen: of Penwacole He
would swpply swhiles with  juskis
fication for the things they, in
their hearts, really wanberd 100 ik
“This & wunfale. Ehis s LATRjLIg,
these are the circumsbapoes,’ e
would sme, And 0 e end ey
would 2my, We will do everything
we can | help you,” ™

The Pepmacola Cily Council cited
Courtngy Smilk fwer his efiors, Omee
maw surely conjectire what con-
slibiled pood race melaliens 1o the
cily fatlsere of seprogalionisl Pen-
wenla. O il the experiences of
Lieuterant Swmilth  delending  his
BT influenced. 8 tuarier
cenliry later, the posbune of Pres-
ident Smith faced sath demanding
hlack slucenis

In the same year thal he cames
fo Swarthmaore, Dr Smith was
mameed Ameeican sponekary of Elee
Bhodes Schalarshaps, charged with
choosing the stale commitiees hat
anniially welegt 3 yowini Areericans
1o attend Cloeel. The wohedarships
are apen 1o all races and they ae
awnareled ona hacis of acadomic o5
cellence along with such oiher ori-
teria as owercoming obstacles o
achdese  characler, In 1T, an
Armoricen Megm, Alan Locke, no-
peived a Rhodes. There were no
ciher American black scholars bee-
tween 1907 and 1953, when D
Smith became secrelary—nnor for
nine years afier.

“Wumhbiers and dates of black
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Rhodes Schalars sre masbeadimg
according 1o Gilmone $1008, whio
worked closely with D, Smith in
the dual capaciiies af Swarthmorne
adiministravsr and Bhodes assisiant,
“1 Emony that during thal lime there
wene several near misses, Cotiriney
abways wanled 1o pick the hes)
man, He experience in mace -
latiemns seani all dbe way hack 1o
the last war. He believed in the
power of remnn and he didnf
think reason had  any  color,”

What Courtrey Smilth did thimk
wad thal educalion was an almos
holy truth and  that  Swarthmnre
was {1z lemple. resounding e
lwmns of meason. He ale liendclies
at his desk, worked lale, ronely
tok yacabinms, and his dedscatlon
wits admired by Swanhmane slum-
fn anel friepds In 1964 they ne-
spondded maznanimausly o a SI0
millinm  Contennlal  fund  dive
oversghscribing by %2 mallion, S
new baildings wse. including a
£3.2 millien library and 2 $1.3 mil
liam dining hall. That the fund-rais-
ing brochure, with its phosios of
college life illustrating  “Swartle-
masne’s heditage and s meaning
for o pow cenfury.” contaimed
dark Taces was g fagl that passexd
umnniced,

DI.‘TII'lH_ the Tiesi 10 vears ol [Jr

Smlih's presidency, only 20 We-
groes were enoodledd. Bub socicty
was miging up (rom  the “hack-
erand of the piclure” In the 1904
Centennial year, the college e-
cpived o 5275 (HE Rrant froam ihe
Eockefellsr Fouvndation Do ajaur
black enmllment It would appear
that the mind of Courlney Sevith,
o soidrive e enjustioe in e al-
stract, wias untriebled by Swarth-
more’s sense of peicrity: the ool
fege would rise £1.3 million for
a dining hall, bt swould wakl for
il‘llll'u'|.'|I:i|||'| Aty 1H_-|'1_1|1_- il Erh-
sifying hlack enmllment. Histore
had conditioned |sis antitudes, per-
haps, even as il had conditioned
the athitedes ol lesser adminesira-
lors the country ever: Swarhmone
lor X Colleepei had, alter all, doone
as muech for Mesroes as osst
aned racmm, afler all, was & came-
pue problem bul not the paoblem
To blacks, of couese, the reserae
was  tie.  Mobody  had  dosie
erioizh, andd @l was e proddens,
a%  Morthem unrest and  demon-
siralions  throoghoot  the  South
madde clear, Bul Fresident Smith
wae equally clear—in the imme-
diate wake of Birmingham, 51 M-
gustine and Selma—on whai ihe
callege role i relation o socety
should be. For the December 1965
Afcrmgid Hulletin, be expanded his
1953 inaugural theme.

“Somicthing of the activist spiri
is doubtess right in our presend

CONTINUTD



The graatl thing thal's
happened to K-28% clubs |5 the
intredusiion of exclusive Wilson
Alpminum Alloy shafls, Gollers
who use them lind thet they can
Increase club head speed wilh
1ha sama swing efiort, gaiting
balter distance and accuracy.

The great K-28 irons.
Dynamic balance—a scientific
wakght distribulion system
parfacted by Wilson—halpa to
make avery shol pay ol with
distance and aocuracy. In othars
words, yau play batter galf
all tha way ta he gréen,

The greal K-28 woods.
There's real playing power inside
tho=a beautiful ebony hoads,
Sirata-Bioc™ consiructon bonds
tough kayers of wood togethar lor
axtra strongth. And they're
treated o saal cut molsture—

b preserye beauly and balance.

Wiaon Sporfing Foods Co., Miver Grove, Winois
A QY cETEaTy oF Ling -l Fovaht e T
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fime" he wrolde, “But not all the
penple who sustain segregation anp
evil, They ame ignovanml  fwhich
should be a concem of social jus-
ticel or frightened which should
be a concermn of sooal justicel or
cowmiplacent (which should be a
concem of social justicel, but they
ane seldom evil. And they hove
minds and hearts that can be
reached if we are willing 1o dn
srmething mome than carry a placs
ard @r matter. O with  dher
heads.” . | . a college’s job, drow-
ing an the cantribution of men af
ifellect and integrity and cons
science and good will, s 1o de-
terrmipe what @ soeial justios, amd
o help swdents develop the ca-
pacity 1o determine in subseguent
wirars what is social jushice, ., . A
olege, in sharl, is the matrx of so-
cial justice. 11 is oo, inoand of it-
wall, the direct insirument of s
cial justice,™

S50 here was Couriney Smilh's
declaration of faith |n whai his col-
lege shoubd be: a citadel of wis-
dom on the darkling plain of so-
ciety, semnding wise, brave and ine
men angd women out through the
sally ports each graduation 1o do
hattle against Ignorance and el
The Swarthmore graduate, through
pand works and example. would
lay down a patina of excellapce
on a society whose underside ad-
miltedly was unexcellent. This kind
of faith was shared by many npas
sonable white Americans who de-
spised raciem but, inside 1he sanc-
tuary of their osem white skin, could
ned condone  socially  dismplive
lactics in the siruggle for right. 1
was tho kind of faith that was sec-
ond nalure o an American whio
had pesver been tumed away friom
a service slabion restroom while
his son wabched, or been put odf
by n real estate broker, or been
stopped and frisked arbitrarily by
a paliceman.

But out an the alarm-swept plain
od society, hlack people had been
encounlening frightendng  realities
and felt their survival in doubt
They soughi respite from the cha-
a4 of 350 yeard i America, a
chance o overcome humiliation
and demonsimte ihelr own excel-
lenice. Thoy had obsesved ihai the
oprnions of poosd while men did Lie-
tle 1o chonge black realities; they
had come 16 discover that black ac-
tion—civil disohedience, carrying
a placard, even muttering or shaut-
ing O with thelr hesds"—some-
tomes produced resulE, Thsir view
o ewil wad infimabe, ndd absirsct,
and their conclusions were thoso
of the former slave Frederick Dhoug-
Lass, "Those whea |:|||'||'1_15.'\1 b [avnr
freedam and yet depreciale agi-
tation,” Douglass wrode a kundned
yoars apgo, Yane men whoo wanl
crops withoutl  plowing up  the

CONTINLED

ground, they wani rain without
thunder and lightning. . . . Power
concedes  pothing without a de-
mand. It never did and it never
wall™”

Philosophies were In conflict,
antd by Last spaing the first (remors
of racial wnresl had ratted the
Swarthmove campus. Blacks—like
Ilacks oo campuuses and in gh-l.'h
ins the coontry ower—woere chals
lenging President Smith’s Integra-
st ethic and embrscing  the
oneness of blackness. Hair was
growing out naturally, interracial
dating—which only a fow years o=
{ere hhad been the campus groove
—igrat frowned on. Swarthmore’s
AlroeAmerican Stuedents  Society
wils displeased about many things,
There were few black courses and
ondy ane full-lime Black profescor,
Asmarm Legesse, who came from
Ethiopia. |4 black leciurer from
thie University of Bochesier wisiled
Swarthmore ot day a weok o
iesch & course o econemics
Blacks—35% of the stedent bidy—
feft physically wwamped and piy-
chologically dubious about the ma-
thees of President Smith in having
them on campus al all. A black
spokeiman would wrile in the ste-
dent newspaper, The Phosnia:

"EALS sops the Cinbegratemnicl
thic' &t Swarthmore SHYINgE. 'Yve
want black students s that we
can see how the other half lives,
The college hopes that social cons
tact with blacks will abate the rac-
ism and prejudios of whiles.” By
contrayt, Swarthmore shoald place
top  prigrity on  giving  talenbed
young blacks both the competence
and the race pride with which to
fill the service and bradership vac=
vum in their own black com-
munifies”

Eﬂi—idurll Smith was concerned,
Until nowy, the peppenng of the
campus had besn going nicely, he
fielr, A |:|1n1|:m.r.al|l.':-|'.-, Swarth-
mare, 5% black, was daoing betler
than maost of her counterparts—
3.5% at Harvard, 1.9% at Stanfosd,
1.7% af the Undversity of Pemd-
iyfvania and 0.7% al MLT. The ex-
isting ponol of black talent {as mea-
sured by scores on the SATs, the
Schiolastic Aplitude Tests for col-
lepe admitance] was shallow and
competition | for black  siudenis
fierce, Like athletic depariment
bird dogs scouting a  hoshat
quarterback, competing recruiters
for belatedly integrating colbeges
bumged into each other in -
ports, mumbled evasive paouses for
their presence, and scurried off 1o
sign some hlack shpapor

When Admissions  Dean  Fred
Hargadon reporied that anly eigh
blacks would b eniering Swarth-
miwe i the fall of 1968, down
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from a high of 19 fowr vess s
lser, President Smith ondercd  the
dean to make a study for the fac-
u|l:g.-'=. Admissions Policy Comimal-
e, For the first lime, Smith sin
phed ol race for attention m his
anmual reparl, conceding the ap-
prarance of black separatesm
“There were moments of edginess
on these mallers dusing the year,”
by wrocde, “remindding ws that our
only immunity at Swarthmore ad-
leres in the fively continuance ol
our community's reasonableness.™

O Thursday, lan. 9 of this year,
the Swarthmore imsmunity ran oul
Sherily afler noon, SAS5 chairman
Clinton Etheridge led a group of
ack students into the Admissions
ifiice, charging that their Christmas
demands had nof been mel. There
was no winlence, White admin-
wsirators left on request and the
doors  were  padbocked  behind
them, Confrontation had come 1o
a campus of consensus and Pres-
sdent Smith had one more week
of life.

It was a week that one coed, an
English it major, descrbed as the
“hest of fimes, the woest of fimes,”
Scudents and facuby plunged mio
i sevies of meetings that continued
day and night, 2 logquackous dem-
amstration o Swarlhmane’s innate
capacity for verhalizing its conoern,
Bt in the esciting swirl of de-
hate, the comings and goings of
wirild-be  negoliators,  Presiden
Smith was strangely kolated, He
had always kepl alaod from the fac-
ulty o guard apainst suspicion o
favoritism; he hac always kept sl
denis at a firm anm's length, Mow,
in a vulnerable moment, the paes-
ident found himseli alone with has
idealism. Hawing made the initial
diecisson that police would ol be
called oniloe the campus, he walls
ed for the faculty and students 1o
asseri thomsebves in the tadition
of the Cruaker dialogue 10 which
her was dewoted,

O the whole, President Soith
felt he could depend on his fac.
wley o repoesent him, Bug ahoot
the stwdents be was ambivaleni
Betwoen him and them was a gap
of age and siyle that hed brought
griel 1o Aumensus Amescain cams
puses, b countless  Amserecan
homes, Like any prowd (ather, he
lowved the siudents' braing entho-
siasrmes bt Fretted over their judg-
ments, (e jokingly defined theimn
as “short circuits who think they
are live wires,”] He had been trou-
bhled by iheor participation in civil
rphts demsomstrations, aned when
they wieviesd 10 devole an inbers
colfegiate conference to oo stedy
of poverty, he discouraged the
wdea. Courtney Smith shared the
anguish of the young but nod their
sefise of wrgency, and he saw in

CONTINLID

tha  hurke-burly,  push-znd-shoye
of activism a deterrent 10 leam:
ing. an impediment 10 character
development,

While Presiclont Smath awaited
student reachon b the occupation
of the Admissiens office that Thurs-
day, one stisdont in particular filled
his ihoughis: Clinton Ethevidge, the
20-vear-ald chairman of 5A5S5. Eik-
eridge, who came from New York
City, was seriows, soft-spoken and,
like virtwally evervhody at Swarih-
mure, nelentlessly articulale,

"Courtney  always felt that he
[Ethasidpe] had great padential
mirs. Smith recollects. “Even dunng
the trouhle, 1 emember  how
pleased he was when Cling's writ
ing in public statoments kept
imiproving, ™

The fact ihae Etheridge abso ad-
mired Lhe |:|r|:1-.i|:|r.=n| only makes
muore ironic their inability to find
a common wavelength, “The con-
dition of black student lile i a ool-
lege like thiz is something white
liberals can't grasp,” Ethendpe says,
“Thary automalically think they un-
derstand 1he racial scene, but they
don't. White men like Courtney—
2 veiy giood puy—are malding your
mind from above, making all de-
cigons fmm o life style that sn's
vours, We need the protection of
nurmbers that Admissbons can pro-
vide if we'ne going o keep our
black entity intact. When povern-
ment studies 12l pou that we'ne
mowing  owand  hwo  soCieties,
what's the point in sdopling the
infegraticnist  ethic? The  waorld
outside |5 and always has been
segregated,

“iNe felt Swarthmore could be
in the vanguard of both eocial
and academic excellence, Swarth-
more could play a male inooculii-
vating black brainpeseer. And ned
by lowering standards. Look. you
can always get a good rap hero
the kids are beight and we have a
commitment 1o hat atmosphere.
[t there are a lof of agile hlack
minds going 10 waste oul there
fiar lack of a litile college suppor,
Courlney was hung up on aca-
demic excellence. Fut we need a
redefinition of It We need soma
realistic smanism here™

A!I but three of 47 campus
blacks sventually rallied 1o he side
of 5A55. One whio did nod is Diane
Mates, 27, She also was a (avarile
of President Smith, a doctor's
daughier from Philadelphia who
wirked with Swarthmore’s Upnward
Bound program kelpdng local Black
high school students prepare for
college.

A few people in SASS formulale
policy and impose it on odhers,”™
she says, "They don't lel people
tunk for themselves, browbeating

CONHTINULD

Sﬂf-mnﬁdenﬂh The other you who cheers you
on to success. That voice within that says: you can do
it. Self-confidence is the great doubt-remover,

When your child studies piano, he is also nurturing,
feeding— building up—his best friend: his own self-con-
fidence. Piano study is demanding. It's an uphill battle
between the notes of music and the determination on
the part of the student to overcome this obstacle. Of
course he'll win. It just takes practice. And, as the student
progresses, his self-confidence will grow.

Piano study is rewarding. Not only because of the
enjoyment your child will get out of music, but because
of the extra, important benefits: poise, concentration,
perseverance and self-confidence. Something else, too:
careful studies by educators have shown that a year's
musical training can increase a child’s IQ by as much
as 10 points.

If your child is between the ages of 5 and 12, get him
started on piano. We hope you'll choose a Baldwin. We
believe we make the finest pianos in the world. The tonal
quality varies from subtle to brilliant, but always beautiful.
The action is instant and responsive to whatever is re-
quired of it, It will also last a lifetime... and then some.

It's easy to have a Baldwin
in your home. Ask your
Baldwin dealer about our ~
monthly payment plans;
yOU can even rent a new
Baldwin—just to be sure
before you buy. Years
from now your child

will thank you.

Baldwin

Cimcdnmati, (i 43202

Your child will get more out of pisno than jusl music.
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thom and calling them ‘Tom®™ and
honky.! F'm just ne willing v sub-
ordinate my individwality for the
comman thinking, Yoo make an
implicit commitment to education
when vou  choose  Swarthmone
SASS disregards the fact thal iv's in-
telbeciually ougher here They say
there showld be just as many blacks
as at a state college, whether os
mol they qualify. That's revorae pa-
ternalism, At the same ime, some
of them el cute Black chicks:
Dan®t date white! Them they do
it. | get cymical.™

Though he may have desrved
qcime comblowl frome Mass  Eabls's
views, DOr. Smith, a Cuaker by
adoption, was uneasy about the ac-
bivist  atbitudle of anoiher sehiie
Quaker, John Braxion, 20 (cwrrently
the Student Council presidenti. A
vear beloss, Braxions Quakerliness
lad mrpelled him b dely the LS.
military and 51ate Department and
stil with other Cuakers hearing
miedical wupplies o bBath Soith
and South YVielnam

1 don't feel 5455 exhausied all
channels betore sifling in," Braxton
ays. “Hut | don’t think vou over
do. Thoy hed exhapsted enough
(1] rh.'ur |hl_'h' Sl T |I_|¢_||I|-|l|_|—.||-
thouwgh 1 ehjected o padiocking
the door, which was symbalic of

jorce, Meither Courbney s any-
une ele in the admanistration was
prejudiced i any strict sense, Bul
thisy didn't have 2my meal under-
standing of black. either. Some
like Couriney, had worked so had
i become liberals, and all of i sixd-
den 1 have pesple lurn around
and hecome separatisis, hey jusl
comildn’t hack §t, that's all”

Jusi couldn’t hack it The vers
dect is blunt as only vouth koo
hww 10 be. And soowas the ver-
dict of the student body, Belome
he wenit 1o bed that Thursday nighit,
COurimey sl learmed  that his
stsdents had voled 10 endorse all
hi= 5455 demands.

Easy indictmenis of others and
comborting self-analysis wene nok
L Oir ey Smith's way! livinp o
sleeg rhat might, e mwst have
faved his ditemma. To ihink KW
ol BASS had wailed & msoieth or
v wiorld el be enough dor him
The thought had 1o be carvied out
Iew ks |:'.I.:|q.||| conclusion: U only
l\-|.'.'.\_i-||.||.'|'l|'1r|' ||.'||_| (F ]| l.|.'|||.:|'.:.J 4 ||||_|||-
abredl years, Other antmialies would
b e didficult 1o handle

Swarthmore must maintain ils
standards by rigorowsly  nsisiieg
il CEFERIn  SCODE |.||| u.-l_l'l -
tering  sludent, Samowhore ol
edCh psrcEniife @od eguiremeai

CONTINUE

cafled covmmilment fo sociery The
Swarthmore way, the only ralional
way, |s to count o 10 befene 1ak-
ing aclion 1hat is disruptive, e
have counted fo 70, and en hons
dred, and jon thowsand. We have
Fiar aul af heearly o count. A nea-
sopahle man, who has been a Few-
lemant a1 Pensacola, who has read
o much aboul race, thought <o
much ahout race, sarely can have
the dnsights of a black man when
dealing with racial crisis. Black is
a cerfain experqrnce. LaampE ir, v
patersdand i; Rl fving fn e
-|.||'|"\-I.|.II|;|l il driars I.I|r' |.'|.'|rlr|,l rhh:j.ipll_l'
vine faredy douch more than dhe
eelpes. S fet biack deal with Black,
a relationship it wndersdands and
which you have helped do create

W halEver s I;|'.|||||:|1n {EVT: mieh,
when Presiclent Smith seitled in al
e desk the nest morming he was
predacmpied with a worry beyond
race. The previous night's wode had
stenified not only approval of 5A55
|||_II i FEEETTINN i "E.I|Iﬂ_r|:"l'|l |
e hlade restive by 8 geners| fros-
iraling inability fo0 ooniral e
dedlinies, siucdenls had been in-
SPENING Campies prolest oeer issues
triveal and signficant from  San
Framceece Siaie i Noie Dame b
Howwardd It was true 1hat Swarth-
miiwe shudbenls, slrung oul on an-

tellect, were mesre  docile  tlan
masl, But they were high on the
kick of youwihiul self-realization
vweeping America, and Cowrlney
Smith was afrasd that their resent
manis, teal o imaginary, but fueled
by the race msue, might generaia
i head of sieam that would blow
off In same nonracial quares

T
hnr ihat the Swarthmore cam-
pus was evcessively restrictive. YAr-
cadfig-on-the-Crum,'" as the lmev-
eront called i, did noa lack dor
conlemparany immovalions. Though
rules omnee said thai Swarihmone
bovs and girks “chall ot coast fo-
gether upon the same sled,” thene
were noy de facto safe ploces—
cErtii off-campus houses—shens
boys and girls studied and shept 1o
gether, and pot was resdily avasl-
abbe, Only two yvesrs before, sio-
dents had even been encouraged
b participale in a massive, seli
searching critigpie of their echassl
What those students who later <o
vigorowsly suppored SASS werns
thanking alsoul dirring the crligie
1% @ mysbery; nosvhere i the 461
pages that were publeshed durning
thae dafl of 1867 = e an inddi-
calion that race presented a prob-
fem, 11 is not even mentioned. )
CONTiMED

Jell-O believes you've taken
enough lamps in yourlite.

TRY NEW, CREAMIER JELL-O
PUDDING & PIE FILLING. ..
AND SMOOTH THINGS OUT

MNew Jell-O Pudding & Pie Filling
is so creamy it forgives mistakes. (How? It's
a secret we're patenting. ) Overcook
it, undercook it, even interrupt cooking by
taking it off the heat. You'll still get
a creamy, smooth pudding. And

practically no scorching and pot-sticking,
either. Try new Jell-Q Pudding...and stop
taking your lumps.
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Do you have a
“split personality”?

Ever [eel there are two of
vou? One of vou is ready for fun,
The other 15 uncomiortably aware
of those diflicult days each month.
Why not forget about the “other
you''?

Tampax tampons let you.
They provide internal sanitary pro-
tection that is invisible and unfelt.
You can wear your smoothest,
sheerest clothes and never be re-
minded that you're using Tampax
tampons. The satin-smooth appli-
cator protects the tampon for easy
insertion and then it flushes away.

Tampax tampaons, for comiort,
for comvenience, for the total, all-
of-the-time you.

Why not use them this very
month?

Dhresss by Leningon Capegn Faei
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But the critique was nod an js-
st . What was the ssue wis
summed up in another repor in-
sidie Peesident Smith's brielcase, a
docement that was tha catalyst in
the  Swarthrmase  crisis  presenily
comcentraled in the Admissions af-
fice o the floir beneath kime IE
wias. the repoert on Megroe onroll
ment he had reguested from Ad-
rrissions Dean Hargadon, Racially,
things haed gone downhill since
the report’s refease in mid-Octo-
ber, ame Fresidont Smith was still
balilad, even anmoyved, by stodent
raction o il and o the dean. I
seemed to him a very proper re-
pet and ean Hargadon was nhs
wiously  an  excellent man, The
rampy, athletic son ol a blue-collar
worker in suburban Philadelphia,
Hargadon had grown up in a s
raclal peighborhood and squeezed
through college on the G Bill. Pres-
ident Smith felt him wniquely guals
ifiedd to broat the Megro question
andl [ean Hargadon agresd,

“I became a liberal, in the clas-
sic sense, inonlbepe," he says. “And
since | went o racially integrated
primary schools, §hink 1 have a

COMTIMLUED -~

good understanding of race. | don't
have the same inclination fer seli-
Rapellalion over sacial porcellesms
that sn many liberals have, | think
tho roport was CLK, and so did
Courtnoy., But 5455 and  l—we
i o ships passing in the mighi
o thizs."”

To vary the metaphor, they were
pwo ships on a-collisson cowrse, Pre-
(ERTR [T hey feparl, Lhean H.J||:u|:|||||
had proceeded full steam ahead,
talkimg 1o smne . Negro o stedents
"im the halls” but not o Swarh-
more's lome hlack peodessos. As-
irarom Lepesse, There was nobody
black io comsult om the Admizsions
Pedicy Commities, There was nio=
by welse Black 1o consull on cam-
jilis—en{Enl thi Jaminors, (O wEl-
wran junilar inlerviewed aller the
tragedy said: “"Courtney Smith was
o of the nicest men | over mied
im mwy life, Mevor b bissy e slap
and chat. Still, the wouble s with
wiile penple wha have never livecd
hlack ielling uis what b good for
s, | think (15 a damn shame that
in America you mst resarl 1o mil-
itancy to get things done.™) The re-
port that mesulted from Dean Har-

gadon spoke {or itsell, but it saed
different things 10 back and white.

Fresicent Smith undembood bet-
tor than mosl the conlext of the ne-
port, He kpew that poverly and
racism had tearmed 10 provide the
wail rdjornly ol black seoondary
schood graduates with nfesior ed-
ucalions, leaving most of them ne
acadermically up o the prevailing
white standards for colloge aglmic-
sion, as defined by the Scholastic
Aptinede Tests. These tests fake
on a mylthec significance, althaugh
they are only supposed 1o be a
puide 1o sudent potenial. Eigh
hundred & a perdect soome on lhe
yerhal portion of the test and Pres
ident Smith was guieily proud of
thie fact that half of Swanbhmons's
student body scores a braarthtaking
T or over. Even the Swarthmore
blacks  recruiled with Eockeleller
maney had tested above 5300, hed-
rochk for acceplanos,

Deean Hargadon's report had of-
fered a logical presentabon of the
difficultios . of Mogre enroliment,
But the doan’s firsi statisical fahble
focused on farmdly strechiere, on
how  many  Swarthmomne  blacks

COnTikliED

Magill Walk Leads to Parrish Hall, whore President Smith had his office
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came from one-pareni hormes (he
offered mo tables compareng black
broken homes o whitel, and he
compared hes findings with those
ol the Moawmihan report on The
MNegro Family, a document resenied
by militant and moderate Megioes
alike, and noted the coinciding fig-
unps, Because of the emall niembes
of blacks on campus. oiher fables
made it possible 10 pinpoint—and
embarrass—individuals, and the re-
port departed from pure fact-fmd-
ing to make crifical moferenoes o
SA55. Though he worrded wheihe
Swarthmore could presera its “in-
tegrity and genims™ by acoepting
rlsk students, Dean Horgadon had
the wit aned pood prace to recall
Movelist Peler de Wries” comasent
on elite schoals: O couirse they
praduate the best—it's all they'll
take. . . . They will give you an ed-
pcation the way the banks will
give you money—provided  you
can prove b their satisfaction thal
vou don't meed it

Courtney Smbth could smile at
that. And he oould embrace the
white lopic ol the report. But the
prsuing discord was repugnant tn
kim, 5455 denounced ihe seport
and the Stodent Cowsncil  seoted
overwhelmingly to back  5A55,
Dean Harpaden accused the coun-
cil of making warandmose  and
granditand declarations,” and &N
language nol wsual on a camgpus
piven 1o nice-MNellyisms, declared
publicly: 5% vou have been had.”

President Smith siood squarely
behind his dean. He wrote o Har-
padon: 1 want t undedine my
dismay at the inappropriaboness
amdd lack of justification im 5A55's
remarks that concemed vou and
yorrr work in admissiong, imcluding
Megro admissions, | count on your
knowdng that | regasd your wak
al Swarthmore ai o of he pooat
sirengths of the college.™

Courtney Smith had laid himeeld
on the hine for the epar, But he
had & history of backing the de-
cisions of his appointees, Now,
wilh tha Admissicns office ocou-
med for the second day. did he
have amy second thoughts? Ap-
parenily not. 1L appears that he
was unwilling, or unable, 16 re-
think his liberal posilion, He knew
that he had been good and he as
sumed that he must b might, Thare
was tMher paparience available, but
significantly—rlor a man who ches-
ished open-mindedness—he  did
not avail himsedf of it In 1962, Pres-
ident Smith had hrowght lohn Hoy,
Dean Hampadon's predecessor, 1o
be the school's lirst full-lime dean
of admissions, instrucling him 1o
lay the groundwork for an en-
mllment program which led 1o
Swarthimoene's eveniual =57 Back.”
In 1964 Hoy wenl an 1o Wesleyan
Unbeersity 1m0 Connecticat,  alsa

- - CONFINLD — .

a school of academec excellence,

“We corresponded all through
the crisis,” Hoy says, “but aboul
other  matiers. Couriney  never
asked my advice, He was a very
sainthy guy, but this had something
tor dio with his tragedy, The Swarth-
more siyle was more Courtney
Emith than the other way ansund
and he could not change himselt,
it takes an excessive, an extraor-
dinary commilment o aenroll =ag-
nificanl numbers of blacks, Here
at Weslevan, for cxample, we on-
miled 12 HWegroes last year wilh
an SAT werbal median 176 painds
below the ol student median.
But we didnt get hung wp on
SATs. We'd take a bright black
kid who was at the tap of his
clase In |ackson, Mis, Top might
maean a 450 5AT, Bat he had the
drive, in many ways was already a
man, 10 have bBattled 10 gt as far
a% he did in o peoster edducational sys-
trme 5o far—knock  wond—aour
Mack academic aftrition is aboul
the same a white” A pause.
“Couniney  was confronted with
sammething out of contael—5A55.
It was a shatlering expesience for
him, Figuratively, that was what
heoke his heart. He had seretchesd
fis heart 1o the limit and it hroke,”™

O the weekend of Jan, 11 and
12, the third and fourh days of
the Admissions office ocoupateon,
elforls 1o resolve the crsis were
nothing less than feserish. The fac-
ulty had begun Qccupation Weelk
with a simple resolution condemn-
g fallume 10 use rabional pro-
cedures, Mow it was shooling out
resalutions calling for an Ad Hoc
Black Admissions Commitlees, am-

nesky for demonstralors, revamping
af admissions procedures, and ap-
paintment of black administralors.
Dean of Men RBobert Barr, while
condemnaing the cocupaton -
tics, said it was “absolulely cor-
rect™ that 5455 had made the fac-
ule stle dtsalf. 1 the movemens
seemed precipitous to President
Smith—and given his deliberate
natne it sumely did—he kept it 1o
himzelf, But there were some things
thai his sense of falmess couwld
nol suffer in silence

Tw Swarthmore biweckly, The
Phaenix, became a daily during
the crisis xivd it had been doing a
fine professional job of full and
fair coverage, Bui the press from
the ouler world, brimming with
bias, was ansther story, Anguished
edilorialists, skimming the complexs
issises, wrung their hands over re-
bellious  black  youth, Alumnus
Drew Pearsson—wihosa sisier was
a Swarthmore dean—repaorned thal
Clinton Etheridge would flunk ouw
and would blame it on racial dis-
crimination. Pearson also charged
that & nonsiudent, Sam |osdan
Ir., a black militant recenily con-
victed by a Lancaster, Pa, couwrt
of carrging Incendiary materials,
was directing “revolutionary ac-
twvities™ at Swarthmore. Couriney
Srvith, harried though bhe was,
could nof belerate  that sorl of
thing

"Speaking for a commanity that
has Boen trving o resolve a veny
complex human problem . . .~ he
waid, the anicle waz "inaccurale
in a number of respects and 1hus

‘“We have lost

something precious’

Cowrlney Smith at Swarthmare™s 1968 commencement exercisas

obzoures the depth and seriowsiness
o concern that all at Searthmaone
fewl for this problem ™

On Monday, lan. 13, Presiden
Semith apgreared hefore the enlire
student body for the Fast tme 1o
speal im support od the faculty recs
ommendalions. He appealed 10
SASE for a spivit of miutual teust,
also waming that direct  aciion
would not be wolerated in amy fu-
lure campus dispute. And then the
mazk of the presidoncy  slipped
ared For a moment he was just an-
oiher man disillusioned with 1he
waay life had twrned out, “We have
Inst samething precious ab Swarthe
more," he sadd, “the feeling that
farce amd disruplivemeds ame just
nerl e way,”™

The days began 1o run logeiher
now, The predident was working
late, by late, and at ik or soven
in the evening his secretary, Mre
Pieere Decrowez, would say: Do
vl need angtheng mosad And he
woulbd  answer: Only  time. But
there s never as much lime lede
as mMen SUpPOsD,

Courtney Smith had long iden-
tified with an Anglo-Sason poem
called The Seafarer, the narration
of a veteran sailos whose life has
bean spent in strsegle, ridemg out
storms, impelled by a sense af
duty and buoyed by faith in G,
The poem was on his mind [ater
that week when he talked with se-
mioe Mancy Hekavae, a straiphi-A
weholar fram a modest Panmsyd-
vania backgroaind who was his kind
of sfudent, Nancy had captained a
viChoiows Swarthmore team on the
College Bowl lelevision quiz and,
though opposed o the tactics of
5455, she had vobed with other siu-
dents b use the TV winmines—
which eventually laled 599 500—
to implement a black admissions
program, Meating President Smith
oulside Parrish Hall, she asked how
he felt and he replied, ©1 think of
the Seatarer, Mancy, wilth (he waives
hreaking ower him, whoo still in-
sists that's where he wants 1o be™

By Thursday, lan, 6, the dhose
was in sight—black sudents and
the adminisiration ssemed  olose
tn accord. Reconsirechion would
b efifficuli: the Swarthmiore mokd
had been shattered and it couldd
ngver b reassembled precisely as
it had bean, But as the president
began (he moming wilk from his
home 10 Parrish, his libesal's faith
in reazon operabing throsgh bhme
was strong. And then, suddenly,
his time ended,

An antique clock in President
Smilk's ofiice, gift of the Class of
', ran down that afiernoen. The
clock siill stands on the window
ledge. maotionbess. 11 has naol Be-
fun 1o count the new, wencedain
time ahead. Mo one has had the
haart 1 wind i1



	image03
	image08
	image02
	image05
	image00
	image04
	image07
	image06
	image01

