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Dr. Courtney Smith came to Swarthmore College in 1953, succeeding
Dr. John Nason, as the College"s ninth president. For fifteen years he
has been building, not only in bricks and mortar but also in strength of
faculty and student body.

College presidents point with pride--and rightly so--to the buildings
that rose on campus during their terms of office. Dr. Smith can claim
as lasting marks of his tenure the DuPont Science Building in 1959, and
in the same year, the Willets Dormitory for women. Then, after the
Centennial Year, the Philip T. Sharples Dining Hall, the Worth Health
Center, the Charles A. Dana and the H. Thomas Hallowell dormitories for
men, and the Thomas B. and Jeannette L. McCabe Library. But he likesg to
feel that his greatest accomplishment has been in the building of a strong
faculty and student body.

In the last ten years Swarthmore students have received two Rhodes
Scholarships, 28 Fulbrights, seven Danforths, 153 Woodrow Wilson, and 81
National Science Fellowships.

Four named professorships and three endowed Centennial Chairs have
been established; and the Julien and Virginia Cornell Distinguished Visiting
Professorship brings outstanding professors for one or two terms to the

College from abroad.
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The Commission on Educational Policy with the Special Committee on
Library Pbliﬁy'gnd another on Student Iife, were appointed by President
Smith in the summer of 1966, under a grant from the Danforth Foundation,
to engage in three fundamental and interrelated studies. For a year
the campus seethed with meepings of the committees studying the problems
the President had set before them. The outcome of the studies was reported

in the Critique of a College published in December of 1967. At the time

of its publication, all classes were suspended for a week and students
and faculty met in sessions and informal discussions that were carried
on far into the night. "Super week," as it was known by the students,
will go down in the history of the College as a time when students and
faculty really engaged in dialogue.

"Tt is our feeling," President Smith said in the preface to the reports,
"that if the independent liberal arts colleges are to remain strong and
grow in strength, they must analyze their educational problems realistically,
anticipate future developments, and take appropriate steps promptly. Some
hard thinking about basic academic issues needs to be done now, to define
prospects and goals for the years ahead."
Certainly Swarthmore did this in its studies and is now implementing the
recommendations made last year. President Smith leaves the College, as
he says in his message to the faculty, "But I believe the College to be
in good shape and have high hopes for what new leadership and fresh energies

can now bring to it."
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“A college is the place for the free exchange of ideas by responsible people

who belicve in the importance of seeking the truth and believe in the impor-

taince of living by what truth they believe they have discovered.”
—President Courtney Smith, T'he Dialogue, Collection Address,'1962

“But the atmosphere is c/szrga{f with something else too—a capacity of Swarth-
more students to play hard as well as work bard, a margin, over and beyond the
great talent, for fun, a delightful and exnberant vitality. 1 find my :fym[m/ for it
in the Library clock, which strikes 22 of its hours with workmanlike efficiency,
but then kicks up a bit, luxuriously and exuberantly, by striking 13 at one
o'clock.” S :

—President Courtney'Smith, President’s Report 1964-65

“I ... believe that we gain sirength from our Quaker tradition. Without im-

posing on us a creed that says ‘this is true, and must be believed, or ‘this is un-
true, and must not be believed, it enconrages us instead to keep our minds
‘open to new light . . ?; it enconiages us to resist every effort 1o suppress free
thought or free speech. . . . It provides us with a guide at times of crisis. It
enconiages us 1o feel a deep concern for the individual student.”

-~~~ —President Courtney Smith, President’s Report, 1961-62
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“I am sometimes inclined to think that if we brin g together the

right students with the right teachers in the right atmosphere we
3 . .
won’t have to worry too much about what ‘education’ is.”

I
i

—DPresident Courtney Smith, Inaugural Address, 1953 -
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of caring very much,
nsistence on the qeq-

bowers.’

3 - —Courtney Smith, ninth bresident of Swarthmorc l

“My hope, as we begin our second century, 1y i ven....... .

maintaiin its own particular ‘bent, its own inner drive, its own controlling spirit.
There are other academic programs as strong . . . as ours, and there are other
colleges and universities which have a strong impact on their students’ values.
But 1here are not many institutions which combine these two strains, these two
forces, to such'a marked degree.”

WU G ”lerhsx'tl_grnLCQEImc_;n_§m\gh, Centennial Alumni Dinner, 1964

“The liberal arts and sciences are the studies that can be most conducive
to making us men, and not just working men, most conducive to helping us
“realize ourselves fully as human beings.”

—DPresident Courtney Smith, Voice of America Broadcast, 1959
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Lieve at Swarthmore that the separate liberal arts college is not a second
1 American education, that it is not just a small university. 1t is, instead,
special kind of commitment, and a special kind of opporfmzity.AB_//t we st
show that we realize that its justification depends upon onr taking advantage of
the exciting opportunity to concentrate on the richest of all .rf//dic.f.%tbe liberal
arts and sciences .. .” S '
—President Courtney Smith, Centennial Alumni Dinner Address, 196/}‘.
“We are all too prone in."the"-acadcmic world . . . to think of a college as a
place where teachers teach rather than as a place where students learn. Our

focus at Swarthmore seems to me to be on the student: we unconsciously
think of the college as a place where students learn.”

—President Courtney Smith, Report of the President, 1953-1954
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“ .. the real drama [of the academic year] . . . is the individual's story of the sharpen-
ing and the toughening of the mind, the excitement of breaking through into many new
fields of learning and the sense of developing powers in a few, the increase in sensitivity,
the learning 1o live with other human beings, the increasing awareness of the possibilities
of life, the finding of a few more of the values one wishes to live by.”

— President Courtney Smith, Commencement, 1963 |

‘. . . the private institution — if it has the financial means — need only worry about its
visdom and its will. For it has freedom to sclect, freedom 1o experiment, freedom to
letermine by conscience rather than by nose-counts, freedom to go against the main
tream when it thinks best . . . Not an absolute freedom, of course, for freedom is never
ibsolute, but a . . . considerable freedom.”

— President Courtney Smith, President’s Report, 1961-62
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bO[ 3 0 work, ﬂfz(f I{sz/ the call on us to be wise and Strong in guiding it and
eiping it 10 achicve its fullest development is very great.”

— President Courtney Smith, Alumni Day, 1962
f'/l free society depends not only on large numbers of educated people, since
(leqzocr{zcy must have a broad base, but on the highest possible quality of edu-
cation — on the identification and development of talent wherever it is to be

found.” . .
— President Courtney Smith, Alumni Day, 1962

“It scems to me appropriate that a student should sirive for excellence in
physical development, in sports, so long as he does so as a student, and as
an amateur, and not with the time or intensity of a professional.”

—President Courtney Smith, Alumni Day Address, “Sports in American
Colleges and Universities,” June 4, 1960

It is not enough to develop intellect, for intellect by itself is
ssentially amoral, capable of evil as well as of good. We must
cvelop the character which males intellect constructive, and
e personality which males it effective.” , !ii };’n ]

. —Courtney Smith, ninth president of Swarthmore

1o said that veason showld be the part of us that guides, becanse it is
ipped 1o guide: It sces where it is going. Thus individuals who gain the
*fits of edncational opportunity carry the responsibility of [})'i;zgin({; reason,
7ht, and open-mindedness into social action.”

—President Courtney Smith, “I'he Academic Connmunity
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