
“There’s days where I think I made mistakes. Maybe I took too many kids or maybe I’m 
not the right person for the job . . . Could we give them more if we didn’t have so many?”

  Adopting children requires a lengthy time and monetary commitment. However, with 
government assistance and a shift in lifestyle, DJ and Lyle have been able to make it 
work. Government assistance from the state of Oregon, the family’s previous home, 
provides financial stability for the Fullers to be able to care for all eight children. They 
receive assistance for every adopted child because each is considered “special needs” by 
the state of Oregon.

  When deciding if they could adopt Nina, Olivia, and Sean all at once, assistance played a 
major role. “The only way we could adopt them was if assistance was on the table because 
adding three more children [to the family] would change our lifestyle completely,” says 
DJ. “There’s sacrifices in it. You have to be intelligent enough to say ‘these things will 
work for us long term and these things will not.’” The family doesn’t buy presents for 
Christmas or birthdays and chooses instead to save that money for experiences together. 
Along with small changes to their spending, the Fullers made big career changes when 
moving from Oregon to Ohio to build a life that better suits their large family. DJ stays 
home with the children while starting up her holistic arts business in her home in Athens 
and taking yoga training courses in North Carolina as well. “I haven’t worked a real job. 
I had to stay home,” said DJ. “[Parenting] is a job.” DJ and Lyle stopped running the 
construction business they started in Oregon, which was Lyle’s third job in addition to 
his full-time day job and volunteer firefighter position. “I was missing out on so much 
of their lives because I was worried about the financial end of it. That’s not worth not 
spending time with them.”

  Presently in the United States, legal framework has been set in place to move towards 
a focus on keeping siblings together in foster and adoption placement. According to the 
Child Welfare Information Gateway, sibling placement policies and visitation statutes had 
been established in over half of the states by 2005. The Fostering Connections to Success 
and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008, the first federal law to address the importance of 
sibling placement, requires states to make a reasonable effort to keep siblings together 
in order to receive federal funding. However, while these legalities exist, there is still a 
dichotomy between what the law requires and what is practiced day-to-day. The Fullers 
are an example of an adoptive family who are making each day work for the sake of their 
children’s health and wellbeing.

  “I can’t change my kids,” said DJ. “I can’t take away their bad habits. I can’t make them love 
me.” Yet DJ and Lyle both believe that their children benefit from growing up alongside 
their maternal relatives and have grown positively because of it. “Having your siblings 
with you, there’s no one else that knows what its like to be related to and come from the 
people you come from,” said DJ. “So, when you’re struggling and you’re trying to figure out 
whether or not you’re those people that abandoned you or hurt you, you’re not alone.”


